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" family album " of Brown County. Most of these likenesses of the 
pioneers who toiled and lived and played in the Brown County of 
1860 Mr. Johnson obtained from their descendants, some of whom 
reside in the county, but many of whom are scattered far and wide. 
The portraits have been mounted on boards of uniform size and filed 
in alphabetical order. Whenever possible, newspaper clippings about 
and biographical sketches of the individuals pictured are included. 

Of unusual interest and value also is a chronological file of items 
relating to the history of Brown County. This consists largely of 
newspaper clippings, manuscripts, photostatic or typewritten copies of 
manuscripts and government documents, and pictures, which, like the 
portraits, have been mounted on boards of uniform size. These items 
are arranged under specific headings or topics, beginning with the treaty 
of Traverse des Sioux, by which the area of Brown County was opened 
to settlement. Other subjects included are the Sioux reservation in 
the Minnesota Valley, the Ramsey investigation, the Spirit Lake mas­
sacre, missions and missionaries in the county, Fort Ridgely, and the 
Sioux War. The creation of the county, changes made in its bound­
aries, its political history, and the organization of its townships also 
are covered. That Mr. Johnson has located and included in his file 
the original petition for the organization of every township in the county 
is an example of the thoroughness with which he works. His interest 
in social history is reflected in a file of programs, advertisements, and 
newspaper accounts of some three hundred musical and dramatic enter­
tainments staged in New Ulm after 1866. With this material are 
filed pictures of amateur and professional musicians and actors who ap­
peared in the performances. 

Among the society's treasured possessions are 224 volumes of New 
Ulm newspapers covering the years from 1858 to the present. In­
cluded is a complete file of the rare Neu Ulm Pionier, the city's first 
paper, which was published in German from 1858 to 1862. It was 
turned over to the society by the local Turnverein. Many other news­
paper volumes were received from the city of New Ulm, which had 
preserved them with its archives. Mention should be made also of 
Mr. Johnson's large and valuable collection of autographed photographs 
of celebrities, which he expects eventually to turn over to the society. 

The Brown County Historical Society was organized in 1929, and 
it now has some two hundred life members, each of whom has paid a 
membership fee of five dollars. Under Mr. Johnson's capable and 
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enthusiastic leadership, they have given to their county a model mu­
seum — a safe and beautiful home in which the records of its past can 
be permanently preserved. B.L. H. 

At a meeting of the Becker County Historical Society held at Detroit 
Lakes on October 11, Mrs. Alice Braden was named president, Mr. 
Walter Bird, vice-president, Mrs. W. H. Johnson, secretary, and 
Mr. Carl Hansen, treasurer. 

A paper on the life and career of Joseph Renville was presented by 
Edwina Gould before about forty members of the Chippewa County 
Historical Society at Montevideo on October 27. Miss Gould, who 
is curator of the society's museum, reported that its collection now in­
cludes more than seventeen hundred items, and that the museum is out­
growing its present quarters. Officers elected at the meeting include 
Mr. David Fisher, president; the Reverend E. I. Strom, vice-president; 
and Mrs. L. M. Pierce, corresponding secretary. 

Well-attended meetings of the newly organized Clearwater County 
Historical Society were held at Gonvick and Leonard on October 11 
and December 9. About a hundred and thirty-five people gathered at 
the earlier meeting to hear Mr. Nels Fredensburg and Mr. Frank A. 
Nordquist speak on the history of Gonvick. Two pioneer residents of 
Leonard recalled their early experiences before an audience of about 
sixty people at that place. 

At a meeting of the Cottonwood County Historical and Old Set­
tlers' Association, held at Windom on October 8, Mr. I. I. Bargen 
recalled some of his experiences as county superintendent of schools 
in the 1890's. About seventy people attended the meeting. A history 
of Storden Township, written by the late A. H. Anderson and pre­
served among the collections of this society, is published in installments 
in the Cottonwood County Citizen of Windom, beginning with the 
issue of October 26. 

Members of the Crow Wing County Historical Society gathered at 
Brainerd for the eleventh annual meeting of the organization on De­
cember 5. The following ofllcers were elected: Carl Wright, presi­
dent; Mrs. Rose Powell, vice-president; Dr. A. K. Cohen, treasurer; 
Mrs. Sarah Heald, secretary; and Judge L. B. Kinder, historian. The 
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society is making an effort to obtain more space in the courthouse for 
the display of its rapidly growing museum collection. 

Mr. Burt W. Eaton of Rochester was the speaker at the annual 
meeting of the Fillmore County Historical Society, which was held at 
Preston on October 11. Mr. John C. Mills was elected president, 
Mr. J. C. White, vice-president, Mrs. S. B. Johnson, secretary, and 
Mrs. John Galligan, treasurer. This local society now has more than 
a hundred members. 

That the Hennepin County Historical Society has assembled more 
than eight hundred items of local historical interest in the few months 
that have passed since its organization was revealed at its first annual 
meeting, which was held in Minneapolis on November 16. The col­
lection, which includes newspapers, manuscripts, and many museum 
objects, is now in the Oak Hill School at St. Louis Park. It was de­
scribed at the meeting by Mr. Edward A. Blomfield. Officers elected 
for the coming year include Mr. Robert E. Scott, president; Mr. Dana 
W. Frear, vice-president; Miss Ruth Thompson, secretary; and Mr. 
Edward C. Gale, treasurer. 

Meetings held at Hallock on November 14 and December 8 resulted 
in the organization of the Kittson County Historical Society. A consti­
tution drafted by a special committee was adopted at the latter meeting. 
Mr. Paul O. Hanson of Hallock is president of the new organization 
and Mr. Don Holland of Lancaster is secretary. 

Plans for the removal of the museum of the Hutchinson Historical 
Society from the public library building to that of the local high school 
were made at a meeting held on December 9. In greatly improved 
quarters, it is hoped that the society's collections can be displayed to 
good advantage. Officers elected at the meeting include Mr. S. S. 
Beach, president; Mr. W. S. Clay, vice-president; and Mrs. Sophie 
White, secretary-treasurer. 

Judge Bernard B. Brett was re-elected president of the Marshall 
County Historical Society at its annual meeting, which was held at 
Warren on November 17. Mr. O. M. Mattson was named vice-
president, Mrs. Synneva Knapp, secretary, and Mrs. H. I. Yetter, 
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treasurer. Plans were made for holding the 1939 summer meeting of 
the society at Newfolden on the last Sunday in July. 

Officers of the Martin County Historical Society who were re-elected 
at its annual meeting on October 3 are Judge Julius E. Haycraft, presi­
dent, Mrs. H. W. Brodt, vice-president, and Mr. E. Howard Fitz, 
treasurer. It was tentatively planned to hold the society's next summer 
meeting at Okamanpedan State Park. 

Under the auspices of the Morrison County Historical Society a 
marker has been placed on the grave near Little Falls of the elder Hole-
in-the-Day, the Chippewa chief. The marker was donated by the 
Little Falls Granite Works. The society also has placed a marker 
in a Catholic cemetery of Little Falls over the grave of Nathan Rich­
ardson, a local pioneer who led the movement for the organization of 
the county in 1856. 

The Otter Tail County Historical Society now has in its collection 
at Fergus Falls about twelve hundred museum objects, nearly a thou­
sand portraits of pioneers, and about four hundred photographs of 
buildings of historical significance in the county. This was revealed 
in a report of the secretary, Mr. E. T. Barnard, submitted at a meeting 
of the society's directors in October. He estimates that almost twenty 
thousand visitors have viewed the society's museum displays in the past 
four years. Notes on the accessions of the society appear from time 
to time in the Fergus Falls papers. 

The Pennington County Historical Society was organized at Thief 
River Falls on December 1, and plans were made to hold its first annual 
meeting on February 6. Temporary officers elected to serve until that 
time are Mr. Paul Lundgren, president; Mrs. J. M. Bishop, vice-
president; Mrs. Mary V. Shaw, secretary; and Mr. Lincoln Arnold, 
treasurer. 

An ambitious program of activity for the Pope County Historical 
Society in the winter of 1938-39 is outlined by G. C. Torguson, super­
visor of a WPA propect under the auspices of this society, in the Pope 
County Tribune of Glenwood for December 8. Included on the pro­
gram are the indexing of local newspapers, assembling of biographies of 
pioneers, transcribing church and other records, gathering information 
for village and township histories, and writing articles on local history. 
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Plans for a combined library and museum building at Morgan, to 
be erected by M r . Charles O . Gilfillan in memory of his father, the 
late C. D . Gilfillan, are announced in the Morgan Messenger for Oc­
tober 13. Wi th a structure such as this in prospect for the housing of 
collections, it is to be hoped that a Redwood County historical society 
will be promptly organized. By the time that the building is com­
pleted, such a society could have ready for display hundreds of items 
illustrative of the interesting history of this Minnesota Valley county. 

Early Swedish settlement in Rice County was the general theme of 
papers and talks presented at a meeting of the Rice County Historical 
Society at Faribault on November 16. The " Backgrounds of Swedish 
Immigration " were discussed by Professor A. M . Holmquist of St. Olaf 
College; the experiences of a Rice County pioneer, August Mortenson, 
were recalled by his daughter, Mrs . E. Holway; and an account by 
Alice C. Olson of early Swedish settlement at Millersburg was read 
by Miss Maude Stewart. The papers by Professor Holmquist and 
Miss Olson appear in the Northfield Independent for December 1 and 
29. The following officers were elected for the coming year: Mr . C. 
N. Sayles, president; Mrs . Joseph Gannon, vice-president; M r . Donald 
Scott, treasurer; and Mr . Theodore Estabrook, secretary. 

A meeting held at Jordan on November 7 resulted in the organiza­
tion of the Scott County Historical Society. A temporary committee, 
of which M r . Harry A. Irwin of Belle Plaine is chairman and Mr . 
Edward F. Smith of Belle Plaine, secretary, is in charge of the work 
of the new society. 

The Stearns County Historical Society has assembled more than 
a thousand items of historical interest and some two thousand biogra­
phies of local pioneers, according to an article in the St. Cloud Daily 
Times for January 4. The society is hampered by lack of space and 
of display cases. Five cases in the corridors of the Stearns County 
Courthouse are available for its use, but only a small number of objects 
can be displayed there at one time. Recently funds for two additional 
cases were placed at the disposal of the society through the generosity of 
the Richmond Commercial Club and M r . Alvah Eastman of St. Cloud. 

A movement which may result in the organization of a Traverse 
County historical society is under way in that vicinity. In order to 
arouse interest in the proposed organization, newspapers at Browns 
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Valley, Graceville, and Wheaton have been publishing articles on local 
history prepared by George C. Allanson, supervisor of a W P A his­
torical project. 

A paper on the " Geological History of the Lake Pepin Valley " 
was read by George H. Beatty at the annual meeting of the Lake 
Pepin Valley Historical Society, which was held at Lake City on Oc­
tober 10. T h e following officers were elected: G. M . Dwelle, presi­
dent; Mrs . George Selover, vice-president; M . L. Erickson, treasurer; 
and W . H. Pletsch, secretary. 

About a thousand objects of historical interest and other antiques 
were assembled and arranged by members of the Twentieth Century 
Club of Wadena and placed on display on October 22. M r . G. E. 
Sarver of the Todd County Historical Society spoke at the exhibit, 
stressing the importance of organizing a Wadena County historical so­
ciety which could insure the preservation of objects like those on display. 
A description of the exhibit, which was viewed by more than five hun­
dred people, appears in the Wadena Pioneer Journal for October 27. 

Mr . Willoughby M . Babcock, curator of the museum of the Minne­
sota Historical Society, was the principal speaker at a meeting of the 
Waseca County Historical Society at Waseca on October 7. He took 
as his subject " The Lure of Minnesota History." Other speakers on 
the same program were Mrs. Fred Day and Mr . R. E. Hodgson. 

At the annual meeting of the Washington County Historical Society, 
which was held at Stillwater on October 17, Mr . E. E. Roney of Still­
water was named president for the coming year, Mrs. Henry J . Baily 
of Newport and Mr . Roy Strand of Marine were elected vice-
presidents, Miss Annie Connors of Stillwater was named secretary, and 
Miss Grace Mosier of Stillwater was chosen treasurer. Mr . M . W . 
Halloran of Minneapolis spoke at a meeting of the society on November 
18, taking as his subject some early Minnesota political campaigns and 
elections. 

The Watonwan County Historical Society presented a program of 
talks before a large audience when it held its regular meeting at La Salle 
on October 20. M r . George Hage, president of the society, reviewed 
the early history of Riverdale Township, in which La Salle is located, 
and Miss Eva Bolin outlined the story of the schools in the township. 
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Most of the school districts were represented by pioneer pupils, who 
recalled the country schools that they attended. Papers on " Frances 
Slocum " and on the " Founding of Grogan " were read by Clifford 
Boynton of St. Paul and by Frank Morris of Madelia at a meeting at 
St. James on December 12. Officers of the society elected on the latter 
date include M r . George Hage, president; Mrs . Wil l Curtis, vice-
president; Mr . J. E. Setrum, secretary; and Mr . Carl Hawkinson, 
treasurer. 

LOCAL HISTORY ITEMS 

"A fine two story brick building, about 40 x 28 feet; built of the 
light colored yellow brick, and standing upon what is going to be the 
public square of the town " was erected at Chaska in the fall of 1864 to 
house a Moravian academy and boarding school, according to Sylvester 
WoUe, who went to Chaska to teach in the school. He describes the 
frontier community and its institution of learning in a letter which is 
published in the Weekly Valley Herald of Chaska for November 17. 
The original, written to Wolle's brother Francis on September 28, 
1864, is preserved in the archives of the Moravian Theological Semi­
nary at Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. The writer urges his brother to 
send without delay a " good second-hand " piano for the use of the 
school. " B y the middle of November navigation in the Mississippi 
closes altogether and after that it will be too late," writes Wolle. " If 
a piano could be got ready in one week's time from the receipt of this 
I think we would avoid the risks of its lying over all winter on the 
way." 

The establishment of the Carlton County Farm Bureau in 1918 and 
the growth of the organization during twenty years are described in 
the Carlton County Vidette for October 27. Sketches of the leaders 
of agricultural work in the county and a year-by-year review of the ac­
tivities of the bureau are included. 

Some early Minnesota ferry boats and crossings were described in a 
talk presented recently at Montevideo by Mrs. Sarah West and pub­
lished in the Montevideo News for October 21. In traveling to her 
frontier home at Lac qui Parle in 1870, Mrs. West crossed the Minne­
sota River by ferry at several points. She describes in some detail a 
crude boat that was used at a crossing known as the Bushman Ferry. 
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A community historical museum has been built up in the Rush City 
school under the direction of C. H . Hedberg, superintendent. An ac­
count of the collection and an appeal to turn over to the museum ob­
jects of local historical interest and particularly photographs of Chisago 
County pioneers appears in the Rush City Post of October 28. 

The story of the incorporation of the village of Bagley, which took 
place early in 1899 after a census of the inhabitants had been taken, is 
reviewed in the Farmers Independent of Bagley for November 17. 
Village and county records were used in preparing the account, which 
includes a " list of inhabitants residing within the territory proposed to 
be incorporated, on Nov. 28, 1898." 

Storden Township in Cottonwood County is the subject of a his­
torical sketch by A. H . Anderson which appears in installments in the 
Cottonwood County Citizen of Windom from November 2 to 16. 
The author opens his narrative with an account of conditions in the 
township in the early seventies, when it was known as Norsk. 

One chapter of the social history of Minneapolis is exploited by S. 
Wir t Wiley and Florence Lehmann in their recent volume entitled 
Builders of Men: A History of the Minneapolis Young Men's Chris­
tian Association: 1866-1936 (1938. 339 p . ) . The period from the 
founding of the association by Russell H . Conwell in 1866 to its fiftieth 
anniversary is covered by Mr . Wiley; Miss Lehmann carries the story 
from that point to 1936. Included in the earlier section are accounts 
of the organization of the Y. M . C. A., of its early days, of the growth 
of its educational and social activities, of the struggle to raise funds for 
a building of its own, of the erection of the building and its occupation 
in 1892, and of the fiftieth anniversary celebration. 

The founding of the Maternity Hospital of Minneapolis in 1887 is 
recalled in an interesting pamphlet issued to commemorate its fiftieth 
anniversary (1937. 24 p . ) . Special attention is given to the career 
of Dr. Martha G. Ripley, who established the hospital. 

The Reverend John E. Bushnell is the author of a volume on the 
History of the Westminster Presbyterian Church of Minneapolis, Min­
nesota, 1907-1937 (1938. 169 p. ) , which has been issued as a con­
tinuation of Charles T . Thompson's review of the church's first fifty 
years, published in 1907. In the opening chapter of the present work 
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M r . Bushnell reviews briefly the " Story of Origins" which began 
with the organization of the church in 1857, thus providing a back­
ground for detailed accounts of its activities in the three decades that 
followed its golden anniversary. 

One of Minnesota's most recently settled communities, Bear River 
in Koochiching County, honored its pioneers in a celebration held on 
November 20. More than three hundred people witnessed a pageant 
reviewing the history of Bear River, beginning with the trail blazers 
of 1900. The arrival of the first settlers, the organization of a town 
board, and the establishment of a post office, a school, a newspaper, a 
ball club, and a church were depicted in the various episodes. A brief 
review of the history of this frontier settlement of the twentieth century 
appears in the Grand Rapids Herald-Review for November 30. 

The future historian who undertakes to study and record the story 
of the public health movement in Minnesota will find useful a little His­
tory of the McLeod County Public Health Association by Mrs . C. J . 
Schmitz (7 p . ) . This narrative, which covers the years from June, 
1919, when the association was organized, to 1938, has been issued as a 
multigraphed pamphlet. 

Articles on pioneer life in McLeod County appearing in recent issues 
of the Hutchinson Banner include accounts of hunting trips of the fif­
ties, in the issues of October 28 and December 30, and descriptions of 
some early Fourth of July celebrations, in the issue of October 21. 
A historical sketch of the Bear Lake Sunshine Society, a women's club 
organized in 1910, is contributed to the issue of November 11 by Mrs . 
J . A. Smutka. 

The records of a district school in Fox Lake Township, Mart in 
County, were used by Elsye M . Drewes in preparing an article on the 
history of the school which appears in the Fairmont Daily Sentinel 
for December 13. The writer found that bonds to the amount of a 
hundred and fifty dollars were issued in 1877 to defray the expenses 
of building a schoolhouse. A sorghum mill established near Fairmont 
in 1863 by George Brockman is the subject of a brief article by Mrs. 
O. P. Lawrence in the Sentinel for November 11. 

The seventy-fifth anniversary of the chartering of Fidelity Lodge of 
the Masonic Order at Austin is the occasion for an interesting article 
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about the history of this fraternal organization in the Austin Daily Her­
ald for November 10. The account is in large part based upon the 
manuscript records of the lodge, which, according to the writer, " con­
tain for the historian and sociologist a vivid picture of Austin life during 
the second half of the last century." A number of items in this collec­
tion, such as programs, invitations, bills, and accounts, are described. 

Senator Elmer E. Adams is the author of a series of " Reminiscences 
of Vernon A. Wright," the first installment of which appears in the 
Fergus Falls Daily Journal for October 31. Wright's father, George 
B. Wright, the founder of Fergus Falls, figures prominently in the 
narrative. The son, a well-known architect, continued his interest in 
Fergus Falls long after leaving there and he designed a number of build­
ings for that community. 

The first installment of a history of the medical profession in Otter 
Tail County, prepared by Dr. W. W. Drought for the county medical 
society, appears in the Fergus Falls Daily Journal for October 4. The 
writer opens his narrative with an account of Dr. R. M. Reynolds, 
" the first physician in Fergus Falls and probably the first in the county," 
who settled there in 1871. In the installment for October 11, Dr. 
Drought tells of early hospitals in the county; and he presents a list 
of early doctors with brief sketches of their careers in the issue for 
December 15. 

The golden jubilee of the Church of St. Luke in St. Paul, which was 
marked by members of the parish on October 25, was the occasion for 
the publication of a booklet about the history of the parish, its school, 
and various affiliated organizations (1938. 143 p.). The progress 
of this Catholic church since 1888, when a little chapel was erected in 
the hill district of St. Paul, is reviewed by Mary A. Cannon. 

The history of the Ramsey County abstract office is brieflly outlined 
in the St. Paul Pioneer Press for October 16. According to this ac­
count, abstracts are first mentioned in the proceedings of the county 
board for 1861; abstract records were kept by the register of deeds after 
July, 1862; and a separate abstract office was established in 1873. 

The restoration of the Joseph R. Brown house near Renville is the 
subject of an article by George G. Allanson, Major Brown's grandson, 
in the magazine section of the St. Paul Pioneer Press for October 30. 
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An interesting description of the house and an account of its destruction 
in the Sioux Outbreak of 1862 are included. 

The first installment of a " History of Renville High School Foot­
ball " by L. F. Reid appears in the Renville Star Farmer for November 
3. The writer opens his narrative with an account of the season of 
1900, when the Renville team played its first games with teams from 
other communities. 

About five hundred graduates of the Minnesota School for the Deaf 
at Faribault attended a celebration commemorating its seventy-fifth 
anniversary on October 15. Some information about the history of 
the school appears with an account of the anniversary ceremonies in the 
Faribault Daily News for October 17. 

To mark the fiftieth anniversary of the founding of the village of 
Sherman, the Rock County Star of Luverne for November 3 publishes 
a sketch of the community's history by Mrs. John Grange. She re­
veals that the town was " laid out in 1888 by the Willmar and Sioux 
Falls townsite company." 

The history of the College of St. Scholastica at Duluth, which traces 
its beginnings to a high school established in 1898 by the Benedictine 
sisters, is the subject of a feature article in the Duluth News-Tribune 
for October 23. Many pictures of college buildings erected since 1909 
on the heights above the city illustrate the article. In the same paper 
for November 20 is a feature article, furnished by the Minnesota Writ­
ers' Project, in which the " Glories of Grand Portage " in the days of 
the fur trade under the Northwest Company are recalled. Some dra­
matic attractions presented in Duluth in 1903-04 are described in the 
News-Tribune for November 27. The account is based on a scrapbook 
of clippings and programs relating to the theater. 
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