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" T h e Good Old Days (Not So Long Ago) When the Livery 
Stable Was Busy Village Forum " are recalled by Dr. C. I. Oliver of 
Graceville in the Minneapolis Tribune for January 29. " The real 
big day of the year for the livery stable was the Fourth of July," 
writes Dr. Oliver. "All teams and conveyances were engaged weeks 
in advance" at a rate of ten dollars for the day. He relates that 
" most doctors had teams of their own which they drove in the day 
time, but depended on the Liveryman for the night trips." 

A description of a journey from Norway to America and of settle­
ment on the Minnesota frontier near Faribault before the Civil W a r 
opens a recently published booklet of Memoirs of a Pioneer by K. 
Neutson (37 p . ) . About 1874, Mr . Neutson records, " I entered as 
a clerk the insurance office of S. H . Jaques at Faribault, Minnesota 
and, with the exception of a few months' intermission . . . I contin­
ued in the business of fire insurance for over fifty years." Records of 
the writer's experiences in this business at various points in Minnesota 
are included. He presents also accounts of adventures in the Red 
River country, where he spent the years from 1870 to 1873. Of 
special interest are the illustrations, which include a view of Winni­
peg in 1870 and pictures of the steamboat " Selkirk " on the Red River 
and of a York boat. 

The February number of the Vets Call, a monthly publication is­
sued at Fort Ridgely State Park, includes a number of letters and 
articles of historical interest. " Famous Names from Ridgely's Ros­
ter " is the title of a sketch of the fort's history, with special emphasis 
upon the military leaders who have figured in its story, contributed by 
G. Hubert Smith. The superintendent of the park, Floyd Tilden, 
is the author of a brief account of the excavations on the fort site and 
of the restoration of one of the buildings. 

Sketches of William Pitt Murray, a prominent Minnesota pioneer, 
and his descendants are to be found in the Murray-Conwell Gene­
alogy and Allied Families, compiled by Maude L. Lawrence and 
Geraldine L. Lombard (St. Paul, 1938. 115 p . ) . Much of the 
material for the volume was assembled in the library of the Minne­
sota Historical Society, according to Mrs . Winifred Conwell Murray 
Milne, who writes the preface. 



1939 LOCAL HISTORICAL SOCIETIES 209 

Howdy Folks: Selections from the Writings, Verse and Speeches of 
Larry Ho is the title of a volume compiled by Laurence K. Hodgson 
(St. Paul, 1937. 249 p . ) . It serves as a fitting memorial to his 
father, Laurence C. Hodgson, a former mayor of St. Paul and a well-
known journalist whose writings appeared under the pseudonym 
" Larry Ho." 

LOCAL HISTORICAL SOCIETIES 

Although the life span of the Hennepin County Historical Society 
extends back little more than a year, the organization has assembled, 
catalogued, and arranged more than three thousand museum objects, 
manuscripts, and pictures. This impressive collection is to be found 
in the Village Hall of St. Louis Park, where the society has its head­
quarters in two large exhibit rooms and an office. With the exception 
of a few items of more than ordinary value, which are placed in the 
two or three glass cases available for display purposes, small museum 
objects are arranged on open tables. Among the latter are china and 
glassware, bells, toys, Indian objects, a set of cooper's tools, lamps and 
candlesticks, kitchen utensils, and small agricultural implements. 
Larger objects, such as spinning wheels, a grandfather clock, beds, 
chairs, and other items of furniture are arranged on the floor. Pic­
tures and manuscripts are filed in a case, each occupying one large 
drawer. About a hundred prints from the Bromley collection of 
early Minnesota photographs and a copy of a portrait of Pierre Bot­
tineau are among the more valuable items in the picture collection. 
Manuscripts include letters of such frontier leaders as John H. Ste­
vens, John S. Pillsbury, and James J. Hi l l ; some sermons of Gideon 
H. Pond; archives of Dayton Township; a Civil W a r muster roll of 
Company D, Sixth Minnesota Volunteer Infantry; and the records of 
a school at Wayzata. Five issues of the Dakota Friend, the rare 
newspaper issued by Gideon Pond in 1850 and 1851, have been ac­
quired by the society. 

The assembling and arranging of the collections of the Hennepin 
County society have been accomplished for the most part by twenty 
workers engaged in a W P A project under the direction of Mr . Ed­
ward A. Blomfield, who has charge of the museum. Fifteen workers 
have spent their time in collecting material; others have arranged and 
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accessioned the collections and prepared a card catalogue of all items. 
A scrapbook of clippings from county newspapers and other publica­
tions relating to the activities of the society supplies a valuable record 
of its progress since its organization on April 11, 1938. Many of 
these clippings relate to special exhibits of museum objects arranged 
by the society—at the county fair in Hopkins, in the Northwestern 
Bank Building of Minneapolis, in the buildings of the Minneapolis 
Gas Company and the Northwestern Telephone Company, at the 
Minneapolis Public Library, at Edina, and in Eden Prairie Town­
ship. The society is co-operating with the Hennepin County schools 
in gathering material for a history of the locality. The Hennepin 
County society has made an auspicious beginning. Its museum col­
lections deserve a home in a fireproof building equipped with adequate 
display cases. B. L. H . 

At a meeting of the Anoka County Historical Society held at 
Anoka on February 13, reminiscent narratives prepared by Mrs . W . 
H . LaPlant and Mrs. Mary Faherty were presented. 

More than a hundred people attended the annual dinner meeting 
of the Blue Earth County Historical Society, which was held at 
Mankato on January 11. An address was given by Dr. Theodore C. 
Blegen, superintendent of the Minnesota Historical Society, who dis­
cussed the preservation of historical source material by the local his­
torical society, giving special attention to newspapers and manuscripts. 
The Blue Earth County society has made plans for a series of monthly 
meetings, the first of which was held on March 28, when M r . Frank 
Babcock recalled some of the frontier experiences of his father and his 
grandfather, pioneers who settled in Blue Earth and Le Sueur coun­
ties. 

The organization of a historical society for Carlton County is sug­
gested in the Carlton County Vidette of Carlton for February 16. 
The paper notes that the need for such an organization had been 
pointed out by Mr . J . Emil Kangas of Esko, and it asks others who 
are interested to express their ideas on the subject. 

More than thirteen hundred visitors have viewed the exhibits dis­
played in the museum of the Chippewa County Historical Society 
since it was opened to the public in May, 1937, according to an ac-
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count of its activities in the Dawson Sentinel of January 20. In this 
issue Helen Blostad describes some of the more interesting displays in 
the museum and discusses the objectives of the society. She reveals 
that more than two thousand objects of local historical interest are on 
exhibit in this museum, which is maintained at Montevideo as a 
W P A project. Displays of interest both for Chippewa and Lac qui 
Parle counties are exhibited, since the latter county lacks a historical 
society and museum. The need for a historical museum in Lac qui 
Parle County is stressed by Mrs. Claribel O. Mongrain in the Inde­
pendent Press of Madison for March 3. 

" Incidents and Individuals of Days Gone B y " in Goodhue 
County are briefly described by C. A. Rasmussen, president of the 
local historical society, in a section entitled "An Historical Potpourri ' 
which began publication in the Red Wing Daily Republican of Janu­
ary 26. A similar section has been appearing also in the Red Wing 
Daily Eagle. 

The suggestion that the " Old Carlson Barn " at Red Wing should 
be removed to a new site and used " for a local historical building in 
which to preserve the old furniture, utensils, books, pictures and 
paintings that might be donated or acquired before they are gone 
forever " is made by A. J. R. in his column, " Wi th the Long Bow," 
in the Minneapolis Journal for January 20. He describes the barn 
as a " remarkable structure " that " was built in the early days of the 
native stone by an old world builder who was a natural artist," and 
he urges that it be transformed into a " historical building or museum 
for the use and benefit of the whole city." 

Some recent accessions of the Grant County Historical Society are 
described by its secretary, W . H. Goetzlnger, in the Grant County 
Herald of Elbow Lake for February 2, which devotes a section to 
" Historical Society Notes." A muzzle-loading pistol found recently 
on the old Red River trail near Stony Lake, a flintlock from an old 
gun picked up in Delaware Township in 1921, a spur found at 
Pomme de Terre, and an awl are among the items described. 

At Edina on March 18 the Hennepin County Historical Society 
held the first of a series of program meetings that it is planning for 
various localities in the county. Mrs. Frank Archer reviewed the 
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history of the local Minnehaha Grange, in whose hall the meeting 
was held; Mr . Robert E. Scott, president of the society, called atten­
tion to the value of its work; and Mr . Willoughby M . Babcock, 
curator of the museum of the Minnesota Historical Society, spoke on 
" Community Memory." On March 8, Mr . Edward A. Blomfield, 
director of the society's museum collections, was interviewed about its 
activities by Florence Lehman over station W C C O . 

The importance of preserving " private records, diaries, and letters 
with early information . . . in some place where they will not be 
subject to being destroyed by fire " is stressed in an editorial appearing 
in the Willmar Tribune for January 13. The writer points out that 
" In this state there have now been organized some fifty-odd count)' 
historical societies which function in connection with the state histor­
ical society,'' and that with these organizations the Kandiyohi 
County Old Settlers' Association may be grouped. " I t would be a 
mighty fine thing," the writer continues, " if some fireproof room 
could be secured where under the auspices of this organization records 
bearing on past events . . . might be accumulated, classified and pre­
served." In the same editorial praise is accorded Mr . A. A. C. 
Bloomquist, Kandiyohi County clerk of court, for his work in assem­
bling and caring for coimty archives. 

A paper on " Early Day Remedies in Minnesota" was read by 
Dr. W . F . Wilson at a meeting of the Lake Pepin Valley Historical 
Society at Lake Citj^ on February 13. 

The museum of the Hutchinson Historical Society was removed to 
new quarters in the basement of the local high school early in January. 
^I r . S. S. Beach, curator of the museum, announced that twelve new 
cases had been provided for the display of the society's collections. 

Some two hundred and fifty objects of local historical interest have 
been assembled in the museum of the Morrison Countj' Historical 
Societ>' in the courthouse at Little Falls, according to a report of its 
president, Val E. Kasparek, which appears in the Little Falls Daily 
Transcript for January 21. Some of the items recently presented are 
listed with their donors in this and other issues of the Transcript. 
According to M r . Kasparek's report, more than a thousand biogra­
phies of Morrison County pioneers have been recorded for the society. 
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Examples are being published from time to time in the Little Falls 
newspapers, the Transcript and the Herald. 

A report on the work accomplished in 1938 by the Pope County 
Historical Society, prepared by C. G. Torguson, supervisor of a W P A 
project under its auspices, appears in the Starbuck Times for January 
12. He reveals that thirteen workers engaged in the project have 
collected a wealth of material and prepared numerous special articles 
relating to the early history of the county, have located and excavated 
Indian mounds in the vicinity, have assembled records of school dis­
tricts and churches, and have collected several hundred museum 
objects, manuscripts, books, and pamphlets for the society. Local news­
papers have co-operated by publishing many of the articles prepared 
by Mr . Torguson and other workers. Noteworthy among them are 
accounts of " Skiing, Then and Now," appearing in the Pope County 
Tribune of Glenwood for February 2 and 9, and of a board of trade 
organized at Glenwood in 1883, in the Glenwood Herald for 
March 23. 

The author of a recently published Historical Sketch of the Parish 
of the Immaculate Conception, Faribault, Miss Johanna M . O'Leary, 
was honored at a dinner meeting of the Rice County Historical So­
ciety at Faribault on February 20. On that occasion her book was 
reviewed by Dr. F. F. Kramer; a descriptive note on the volume ap­
pears ante, 19:475. Appearing on the same program were Genevieve 
Gustafson, who read a " History of the Faribault Library," and Rich­
ard Gaard, who reviewed the " Story of Shattuck." 

The " Early History of the Floodwood Region " was reviewed by 
E. W . Johnson before an audience of some hundred and fifty people 
who attended a meeting of the St. Louis County Historical Society at 
Floodwood on January 27. Among other speakers on the program 
were Mr . D. T . Grussendorf, who discussed "Agriculture in the 
Floodwood Area," and Mrs. Carl Sandberg, who recalled her early 
experiences as a teacher in the vicinity. 

Steps toward the permanent organization of the Scott County 
Historical Society were taken at a meeting held at Jordan on January 
31, when a committee of five was named to draw up bylaws for the 
new organization. About forty people were present to hear Mr . 
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Willoughby M . Babcock, curator of the museum of the Minnesota 
Historical Society, read a paper on " Community Memory," and M r . 
Richard R. Sackett, assistant supervisor of the Minnesota Historical 
Records Survey, discuss the work of the survey with special reference 
to Scott County. 

In its editorial column for February 3, the Henderson Independent 
suggests that the " organization of a historical society for Henderson 
and Sibley county as a whole would prove a laudable undertaking." 

More than a thousand objects of local historical interest have been 
assembled at St. Cloud for the museum of the Stearns County His­
torical Society, according to an announcement in the St. Cloud Daily 
Times for January 4. A list of donors from whom items have been 
received appears in the Times for January 18. 

A log cabin once used as a residence will be removed to Trow­
bridge Park in Waseca and equipped for use as a museum by the 
Waseca County Historical Society, according to an announcement in 
the Waseca Herald for January 26. At the annual meeting of the 
society on January 21, the following officers were elected: Herman 
A. Panzram, president; Judge Fred W . Senn, vice-president; Arnold 
Runnerstrom, secretary; and C. H . Bailer, treasurer. 

Papers on the early history of Lake Elmo by Maurice Sliney and 
Marion Stevens were read at a meeting of the Washington County 
Historical Society held at Lake Elmo on February 28. 

About two hundred people attended a meeting of the Watonwan 
County Historical Society held at Butterfield on March 2. Many 
pictures, newspapers, and museum objects owned by M r . George S. 
Hage, president of the society, were placed on display in connection 
with the meeting. M r . R. E. Casey reviewed the history of the 
Butterfield schools, and sketches of Mennonite, Lutheran, and Presby­
terian churches in the community were read. A history of the vil­
lage, prepared for the meeting by Mr . J . O . Ness, appears in the 
Butterfield Advocate for March 9. 

A local Finnish-American Historical Society was organized at 
Cokato on March 2. It plans to gather information about Finnish 
settlement at Cokato, Dassel, French Lake, and Kingston, and to 
publish an account of this subject. 
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LOCAL HISTORY ITEMS 

The history of the Kiwanis Club of Anoka, which was chartered 
in 1922, was reviewed by O. E. Smith before a meeting of the organi­
zation held on January 11. Lists of officers and charter members 
and accounts of community service are included in the address, which 
is published in the Anoka Herald for January 18. 

" Sketches of Pioneer Life in Big Stone County" by an " Old 
T i m e r " who has lived there since 1877 make up an interesting series 
that appears in the Clinton Advocate from January 4 to March 22. 
The writer describes the claim shanty to which his father took his 
family as a one-room structure measuring ten by twelve feet, with 
" rough board walls, dirt floor, board roof, and ' bunks ' filled with wild 
hay for beds." He reports that " Housekeeping was an easy task, 
for as one of the girls wrote to a friend, ' we make up the beds 
with a pitchfork and sweep the floor with a shingle.' " Many similar 
sidelights on frontier domestic life are furnished in the narrative, 
which includes also some interesting accounts of pioneer holiday cele­
brations. 

The career of a pioneer New Ulm photographer, Mr . A. J . Meyer, 
is the subject of an article in the New Ulm Review for March 6. In 
1894, according to this account, Mr . Meyer " bought out Anton Gag, 
who was a photographer by trade though a painter at heart," acquir­
ing not only Mr . Gag's studio, but his collection of negatives and the 
painting of the battle of New Ulm that is now owned by the Minne­
sota Historical Society. 

The fiftieth anniversary of the incorporation as a village of Barnum 
in Carlton County is the occasion for the publication of a history of 
the village in the Barnum Herald of February 9. It includes a 
chronological list of events from the building of the railroad through 
the township in 1870 to 1928, and a detailed account of the incorpora­
tion of the village. 

An interview with Mr . Darius C. Benjamin of Jackson, founder 
of the first newspaper at Mountain Lake, appears in the Mountain 
Lake Observer for March 9. Mr . Benjamin relates that he estab­
lished his paper, which he called the Mountain Lake View, in Decem­
ber, 1893, and sold it the following September to Eugene E. Lane. 
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The Story of Pine Bend in Dakota County, prepared for members 
of the local scout club by Edward G. Dobrick, Jr., has been multi-
graphed and issued in the form of a little pamphlet (15 p . ) . Ge­
ology, wild life, exploration, Indians, settlement, and steamboating 
are among the topics touched upon. The village is located on the 
Mississippi on the site of the Sioux village of Medicine Bottle, and 
the writer makes much of the story of this Indian chief. 

An anniversary edition of the Minneapolis Journal, issued on No­
vember 24, marks the completion of sixty years of publication on the 
part of this paper. Among the articles of special interest in this 
number is an interview with M r . Clarence French, who founded the 
Journal in November, 1878. After his newspaper office was destroyed 
by fire in 1881, he went to Monticello and founded the Times, ac­
cording to Vivian Thorp, who records the interview. Many aspects 
of the progress of Minneapolis are considered in other sketches and 
articles. Among those dealing with phases of social history are ac­
counts of early society, of the city's growth as a musical center, of 
changes in the theater, and of the progress of churches and schools. 
There are also articles on such sports as football, baseball, and golf; 
a review of political changes; an account of Minneapolis weather con­
ditions during sixty years as recorded in the Journal; and a review 
of " direct news coverage of governmental affairs" at Washington. 
The reader is reminded that the years since the paper was founded 
have seen the " coming of telephone, trolley, auto, airplane." 

The history of a Jewish congregation organized in Minneapolis in 
1888 by immigrants from the Lithuanian section of Russia is reviewed 
in a Golden Anniversary booklet (44 p.) issued by Kenesseth Israel 
Synagogue in April, 1938. The building of synagogues, the services 
of church leaders, the activities of church clubs, and the like are cov­
ered in the pamphlet. 

The career of George F. Peterson, the Scribe of Bear River, who 
went to what was still the Minnesota frontier in 1911 and established 
the Bear River Journal, is reviewed by L. A. Rossman in a recently 
published pamphlet (Grand Rapids, 1938. 15 p . ) . The sketch is 
reprinted in installments in the Daily Journal of International Falls 
from January 16 to 19. 
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Church, county, and school records, and interviews were used by 
S. D. Lincoln in gathering material for a history of the Church of 
St. Rose de Lima, a French Catholic congregation at Argyle. The 
narrative, w^hich appears in the Marshall County Banner of Argyle 
for January 5, reveals that services were held in private homes and in 
the schoolhouse until a frame church was erected in 1883. 

The story of the " first warrant and first official financial transac­
tion " in Nobles County, covering the years from 1871 to 1873, is 
outlined in the Worthington Globe for February 23. The warrant 
was issued to Hiram B. Wallace at Graham Lakes for expenses in­
curred while serving as sheriff. It was discovered with the sheriff's 
expense account when documents in the county auditor's vault were 
refiled recently. In the Globe for February 28 appears a facsimile 
reproduction of part of the second issue of the National Colony Jour­
nal, which was issued at Toledo, Ohio, in January, 1872, to promote 
the settlement that became Worthington. Illustrated " Stories of 
Early Days " in Nobles County are contributed by Perry Carter to 
the Globe of January 29 and February 5. 

The growth of Faribault as an industrial center since 1854, when 
a steam sawmill was erected there by J. G. and H . Y. Scott, is traced 
in the Faribault Daily News for January 24. Among the early in­
dustrial plants described are a brewery, a furniture factory, a brick 
yard, several flour mills, a woolen mill, and a nursery. The career 
of a blacksmith, Mr . Joseph Benjamin, who has practiced his trade 
at Northfield for fifty years, is described in an article in the News for 
February 23. 

The marking of historic sites in and around Duluth is being 
planned by a committee of which Mr . Arthur L. Roberts is chairman 
and on which are serving representatives of the Chamber of Com­
merce, the St. Louis County Historical Society, the National Youth 
Administration, the Kiwanis Club, and various other societies. A 
tentative list of sites to be marked appears in the Duluth Herald for 
January 29. Included are the Duluth ship canal, the portage on 
Minnesota Point, the Merrit t home, the Cody house, and the site of 
the Fond du Lac mission school. 
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A " Historical Sketch of the Early Settlements of the Township of 
Cedar Lake, Scott County" is contributed by W . J . Casey to the 
Jordan Independent of February 9. From the arrival of the first 
settlers, Michael Flynn and Thomas O'Donnell, in 1855, the writer 
traces the story of an area that has " remained strictly r u r a l " and 
that "has had neither railroads nor municipal activiries within its 
borders." He gives attention, however, to the development of 
churches, schools, and post offices, and to political, social, and agricul­
tural activities. A valuable appendix gives a list of " Land Filings on 
Record in the U. S. Land Office" for Cedar Lake Township from 
1855 to 1874. Under the title A History of Cedar Lake Township, 
Mr. Casey's narrative has been published also as a small pamphlet 
(1939), accompanied by a map of the tovraship. 

The first of a series of articles on the early history of Steele County 
is contributed by John R. Hartwig to the Blooming Prairie Times 
of March 9. The author, who is county recorder of deeds, draws 
upon records in his care for an account of " ' Abandoned' Towns in 
Steele County," villages that were platted in the 1850's and that 
failed to materialize. 

A booklet on Wabasha County by Franklyn Curtiss-Wedge is one 
of a series of Minnesota County Histories that is being issued by the 
Minnesota Federal Writers ' Project under the sponsorship of the 
state department of education (71 p.) . It reviews the story of Wa­
basha Coimty in simple terms for pupils in the grades, with stories of 
the native red men, of French exploration, of the fur trade, of steam­
boating, of pioneer settlement, and of frontier social life. 

Catholic congregations at Jordan, Sleepy Eye, Norwood, and 
Springfield are the subjects of articles in the Wanderer of St. Paul 
for March 2, and parishes in Waseca County and at Belle Plaine are 
described in the issue of the same paper for March 16. The activities 
of the Franciscans, dating back to 1875, are stressed in the accounts 
of Jordan and Belle Plaine. 

A historical sketch of the Long Lake Farmers' Club of Echols in 
Watonwan County, presented by Mrs . W . G. Monroe at a meeting 
of the organization on December 30, is published in the Watonwan 
County Plaindealer of St. James for January 12. The club's social 
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activities, which included the establishment of a camp for girls, are 
described by the writer. 

Wi th some brief notes on pioneer " Concerns Still Doing Business " 
in Winona, William Codman, historian of the Winona County Old Set­
tlers Association, opens a series of articles in the Winona Republican-
Herald for January 6. Among the subjects of later sketches are the 
"Grea t Fire of 1862" (January 14), some buildings erected after 
the fire (January 20) , parks in the county (February 3 ) , and the line 
of chiefs bearing the name of Wabasha (February 10 and 17). Har­
old Peterson is the author of a history of the Winona Little Theater 
Group, which was organized in 1925 and has since produced fifty 
plays, appearing in installments in the Republican-Herald from 
March 11 to 14. In the same paper for March 29 is an account of a 
volume of records kept in Winona Township since its organization in 
1858. 
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