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A collection of museum objects assembled with the assistance of 
three W P A workers for the Pennington County Historical Society 
was placed on display in connection with a special meeting of the so­
ciety on June 21. Plans for extending the activities of the organiza­
tion were discussed at the meeting. 

The Pope County Historical Society publishes from time to time in 
the Glenwood papers items of historical information that it has re­
corded. Interviews with pioneers appear in several recent issues of 
the Glenwood Herald. The Pope County Tribune of June 15, in a 
column entitled " D o You K n o w ? " calls attention to pictures copied 
for the society depicting the camp near Glenwood of the " George A. 
Brackett expedition into the Dakota territory to determine a route for 
the Northern Pacific R. R." in 1869. In the issue of the same paper 
for June 29, attention is called to a rare booklet discovered by the 
Pope County society. This is Henry Rising's Mystery of Glendale, 
a work of fiction with a Pope County background, published in the 
1870's. 

Progress on the library and museum building that is being erected 
at Morgan (see ante, p. 98) is reported in the Morgan Messenger of 
April 13 and the Fairfax Standard of June 1. Both papers give some 
attention to the career of the late Charles D . GilfiUan, in whose 
memory the structure is being erected. The Messenger notes that 
since GilfiUan was an organizer of the Minnesota Valley Historical 
Society in 1885, " h e would be keenly interested in this community 
project and in the possibilities that it offers as a historic center," and 
it stresses the suggestion, made in the March issue of M I N N E S O T A 
HISTORY, that the new building would make an excellent home for a 
Redwood County historical society. Under the heading " County 
Historical Society Should Be Organized T o Preserve County History," 
the Messenger suggests that such an organization should now " be 
formed to stimulate interest in local history, to gather objects, volumes, 
photographs and memoirs connected with pioneer days, people, and 
events, which could be displayed and properly preserved in the struc­
ture." 

At a meeting of the Rice County Historical Society held at North-
field on May 15, Dr. Theodore C. Blegen, superintendent of the state 
historical society, presented an address on " Community Memory " ; 
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Mrs. George Babcock of Northfield reviewed the " History of the 
Drake Family in Rice County" ; and Miss Maude Stewart read ac­
counts of East PrairieviUe, a Rice County " ghost town," prepared 
by Miss Cynthia Adams and Mr . Wilbur B. Adams. The latter 
accounts appear in the Northfield Independent of May 25 and June 1; 
Dr. Blegen's address is published in the Northfield News of May 18. 

A room in the Stearns County courthouse at St. Cloud, set aside 
in February for use as a museum by the Stearns County Historical So­
ciety, was opened to the public on April 29. Speakers who partici­
pated in the dedication ceremony included the Reverend Walter Reger 
of St. John's University, Collegeville, president of the society; Mr . 
D. S. Brainard of the St. Cloud State Teachers College; and Sister 
Grace McDonald of St. Benedict's College, St. Joseph. The mu­
seum collection now includes more than a thousand items. Some of 
them are described in the St. Cloud Daily Times for April 27. 

Plans for a summer meeting to be held in conjunction with the 
Waseca County Anti-Horse Thief Society were made at a meeting 
of the Waseca County Historical Society at its quarterly meeting on 
April 8. The society has induced every organization in Waseca to 
appoint a historian to keep and preserve records. It is making an 
effort to have an old log building on a near-by farm moved into the 
city of Waseca for use as a historical museum. 

A meeting of the Washington County Historical Society on May 
12 was devoted to a " hobby program." Each member present 
brought with him some article of special interest and described it for 
the audience. Among the items shown were a scrapbook of clippings 
dating from 1856, pictures of early Stillwater baseball teams, an 
early map of the city, and a poll list of 1864. A report of the pro­
gram appears in the Stillwater Post-Messenger for May 18. 

Papers from the state archives relating to the capture of the Younger 
brothers after the Northfield bank robbery of 1876 have been turned 
over to the Watonwan County Historical Society, according to an 
announcement in the Watonwan County Plaindealer of St. James for 
May 18. Warrants issued for the arrest of the outlaws and checks 
used as rewards for their capture are included among the papers. 
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LOCAL HISTORY I T E M S 

Blue Earth County is the subject of the third in a series of Minne­
sota County Histories that is being issued in multigraphed form by 
the Federal Writers ' Project under the sponsorship of the state de­
partment of education (61 p . ) . T h e story of this county, which is 
intended for use by children, is presented in a highly fictionized style. 

Files of the Blue Earth County Enterprise of Mapleton were used 
by W . C. Dobbs in preparing a review of " Old Settler Picnics of 
Other Days " for publication in the Enterprise of June 22. He re­
veals that the old settlers of the community gathered for the first time 
in 1906, when they commemorated the fiftieth anniversary of the 
founding of Mapleton. 

At New Ulm the " German love of education is evident in the fact 
that the first school was erected before 1857, less than four years after 
the first settlers landed at Le Sueur, and was built with funds of the 
German Land Association!" Thus writes Harold C. Bauer in 
the First Annual Report of the superintendent of schools to the New 
Ulm board of education, covering the year 1938-39 (73 p . ) . A sec­
tion on the history of the Brown County community, which includes 
information about " New Ulm Schools of the Past," serves as an 
introduction to the Report. 

The Schell Brewing Company, which was founded in 1861 and is 
now " one of New Ulm's oldest industries," is the subject of an article 
in the New Ulm Review for May 4. Another pioneer business ven­
ture that has survived to the present — the Dakota Hotel — is de­
scribed in the same paper for May 17. This hotel, which was 
established in 1859, just eighty years ago, was used as a hospital during 
the Sioux War . The history of a military band organized at New 
Ulm as the Great Western Band in 1899 and now serving as the 
205th Infantry Band is outlined by Fred W . Johnson in the Review 
for June 6. 

The progress of the Carver County Telephone Company, which be­
gan business in 1902 with an exchange that served less than thirty 
telephones, is described in the Norwood Times of April 12. The 
company originally served Norwood, Young America, Chaska, Carver, 
Waconia, Cologne, and Hamburg. Some of its early history is re-
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called by Mr . H . F. Lueders, a member of the original board of di­
rectors who is now president of the company. 

Fifty years of activity on the part of the Westbrook Mutual In­
surance Company are recorded in an account of its history which ap­
pears in the Jeffers Review for June 15. The company was organized 
by farmers living in four Cottonwood County townships in 1889. 
All its early records, with the exception of the annual reports, are 
written in Danish. The growth of the company is reflected in the 
number of its policyholders, which has increased from seventy-seven 
in its first year to more than twenty-two hundred. 

Items used in early Brainerd schools — a hand bell, a set of rules, 
a relief map, and an old school clock — have been added recently to 
the museum collection of the Crow Wing County Historical Society, 
according to an announcement in the Brainerd Tribune for May 25. 

M r . George Gilbertson is the author of a historical sketch of the 
Vernon creamery, appearing in the Hayfield Herald for June 9. He 
notes that the creamery began operations on June 1, 1889, just fifty 
years ago, and that during the eight months ending January 1, 1890, 
it manufactured 154,631 pounds of butter and shipped most of it to 
New York. 

Contests for the county seat of Freeborn County in which Albert 
Lea was successful in 1857 and 1860 are described in detail by L. W . 
Spicer in the Albert Lea Evening Tribune for June 8. In the earlier 
fight six contestants participated: Bancroft, St. Nicholas, Shellrock 
City, Fairfield, and Albert Lea; in the second, Albert Lea's only op­
ponent was Itasca City. T o illustrate his article, Mr . Spicer repro­
duces posters issued by the pioneer supporters of Itasca City and 
Bancroft. These interesting and unusual reminders of the county 
seat contests in early Minnesota were discovered recently in the ar­
chives of the county auditor. 

The golden jubilee of the village of Goodhue is the occasion for 
the publication of a brief account of its history in the Goodhue County 
Tribune of June 15. I t reveals that the village was founded in 1889, 
after a railroad was built between Red Wing and Rochester. Busi­
ness establishments opened in that year and those active in 1895 are 
listed. 
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An account of the " Pioneers of Minneola Twp.," written by S. O. 
Swenson and translated from the original Norwegian by Mrs. S. 
T. Swenson, appears in the Wanamingo Progress for April 20 and the 
Zumbrota News for April 14. The author, who was born in the 
township in 1862, is a son of one of a group of Norwegian settlers 
who took claims in Minneola in 1855. 

The history of an early Goodhue County Evangelical Lutheran 
church is reviewed in a booklet commemorating the Seventy-fifth An­
niversary of the Land Congregation in Minneola Township (1938. 
14 p.). Sketches and portraits of many pioneer settlers who were 
members of this congregation and of many of the pastors who served 
it are included in the pamphlet. 

To a little booklet commemorating the sixtieth anniversary of the 
Herman Methodist Church, Mr. Charles Phinney, president of 
the Grant County Historical Society, contributes an interesting sketch 
of the history of the church. He records that the congregation was 
organized in March, 1879, that the first minister was appointed in the 
following October, and that a church building was erected in 1882. 
Sections on the activities at Herman of the Epworth League, the 
Ladies Aid Society, the Boy Scouts, and the Woman's Foreign Mis­
sionary Society, and on the Methodist Sunday school are included in 
the pamphlet. 

The addition of pictures of the Quaker Meetinghouse of Minne­
apolis to the Quaker collections of Haverford College is noted in the 
June issue of Quakeriana Notes. The photographs, according to this 
announcement, show a " building almost unique in Quaker circles in 
having a porch in the Greek revival style." A picture of the Minne­
apolis Meetinghouse appears in the issue of this magazine for Sep­
tember, 1937 (see ante, p. 250). 

In brief outline the history of the Minneapolis Public Library is 
reviewed in the Minneapolis Tribune for May 17, in an article calling 
attention to its eightieth anniversary. The organization of the Young 
Men's Literary Association of Minneapolis on May 16, 1859, was, 
according to this account, the first step in the development which 
eventually gave the city a public library. The role played by Minne­
apolis clubs in organized baseball from 1902 to the present is de­
scribed by George A. Barton in the Tribune for May 21. 
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A hilly farm in Houston County on which H . A. Von Arx, a Swiss 
immigrant, settled in 1874 is described by I. J . Nygard and L. E. 
Bullard in an article on the " Effect of Erosion on Long-time Strip 
Cropping in Bush Valley, Minnesota," which appears in the April 
number of Soil Conservation, a publication of the United States de­
partment of agriculture. " Strip cropping, as used in Switzerland, 
was employed from the beginning" by this Swiss farmer, who fol­
lowed in his new home the agricultural methods learned in the Old 
World, and who taught them to his children. Comparison with a 
farm cultivated since the early 1870's in entire fields without regard 
to slope showed that " erosion conditions, along with land use, slopes, 
and soils are much the better on the Von Arx farm." 

The emigration of a group of sixty-three colonists from the Swedish 
village of Venjan and the hardships of their journey to America and 
Minnesota in 1869 are recalled by a member of the party, M r . Olof 
E. Olson, in a reminiscent narrative which appears in the Braham 
Journal from May 18 to June 22. The writer tells how his father 
settled on a frontier claim in Maple Ridge Township, Isanti County, 
where he and three of the other Swedish pioneers in his party took 
land. 

The Grand Rapids Herald-Review publishes items of local histori­
cal interest from time to time in a column entitled " Up in This Neck 
of the Woods." On May 31 it is devoted to a history of the Bigfork 
school, which had its beginning in a little log structure thirty-seven 
years ago. The writer relates that "Alfred Kuno, a fine workman 
with broadaxe and adze, was chosen to hew the logs and match the 
corners. . . . When the school was built, there were less than ten 
other structures in the present village of Bigfork." Some of the 
pioneer settlers of Wir t , who as late as 1899 were forced to make a 
trip of eighty-five miles by boat before reaching a railroad that would 
afford connections with the nearest market town, are the subject of 
an article published on June 7. The beginnings of county agent work 
in Itasca County by M r . D. B. Jewell in 1917 is discussed in the issue 
for June 14, and the origin of the name of a new Itasca County post 
office, Talmoon, is explained on June 28. 

The history of a flour and feed mill established at New London in 
1868 is reviewed in the Willmar Daily Tribune for April 18. " The 
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early pioneers from far and near came to this mill to get their grain 
ground," according to the author of this account, who records that the 
" rush was so great that the farmers often had to wait days for their 
grist." Credit for founding the mill is given to Louis Larson, who 
began work on a sawmill and dam at the site as early as 1862. The 
mill was wrecked recently and a federal fish hatchery established on 
the site. 

The sixtieth anniversary of the Ness Lutheran Church in Lac qui 
Parle County is the occasion for the publication of a review of its 
history in the Independent Press of Madison for May 5 and 12. It 
notes that the congregation was organized in January, 1879, by six 
pioneers who gathered in the sod house of Johannes Nelson. 

The history of the Lyon County Courthouse is outlined in a col­
umn headed " Rosecracks " which appears in the Marshall Daily Mes­
senger for June 6. By examining the minutes of the board of county 
commissioners, the writer found that previous to 1873, when the 
county seat was at Lynd, " Lyon County had no official home," and 
the board held its meetings in schoolhouses, stores, churches, and pri­
vate homes. After the removal of the county seat to Marshall, the 
first courthouse, a little frame shack measuring eighteen by twenty-
four feet, was built in 1875. It was not until 1892, however, that a 
substantial building was erected. Sections of Mr . LeRoy G. Davis' 
article on " Some Frontier Institutions," which appears ante, 19-28, 
are being quoted from time to time in the same column of the Mes­
senger. 

The fiftieth anniversary of what is said to have been the " first co­
operative creamery in Minnesota," established at Biscay in the spring 
of 1889, is noted by W . F. Schilling in an article on its history which 
appears in the Minneapolis Journal for June 7. The McLeod 
County farmers who signed the articles of incorporation of the cream­
ery are named in this account, which is accompanied by portraits of 
some of them and a picture of the building in which they first manu­
factured butter. Another account of the Biscay creamery appears in 
the Hutchinson Banner for June 2. 

Some information about the early history of Argyle, which was in­
corporated as a viUage in 1883, is presented by S. D . Lincoln in the 
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Marshall County Banner of Argyle for April 6. Notes on some 
early activities of the village council, accounts of some of the com­
munity's older industries, and a record of the local fire department 
are included. 

The history of a mill that was built at Fairmont in 1877 by Percy 
WoUaston, a member of the famous English colony, is briefly outlined 
in the Fairmont Daily Sentinel for June 6. The mill was destroyed 
by fire in 1899, was rebuilt, and of late years it has been owned by 
Henry Rippe. Other mills operated at Fairmont since the early 
1860's also are noted in the article. 

The passing of fifty years since the Gethsemane Evangelical Lu­
theran Congregation was established at Upsala in Morrison County 
is commemorated in an anniversary booklet issued in 1938. The con­
gregation was organized in November, 1888, by a group of Swedish 
settlers who met at the home of John H . Peterson. 

A report on the recent improvements at Fort Ridgely — the excava­
tions and restorations that have been made on the site — appears under 
the title " Fort Ridgely as It Is Today " in the Fairfax Standard for 
April 13. Pictures of the restored commissary, now used as a mu­
seum and auditorium, and of the excavations of the foundations of the 
barracks accompany the article. 

A reminiscent narrative by Mike Hollaren, which appears in three 
installments in the Worthington Globe for April 30 and May 7 and 
14, is followed by a series of articles about the early history of Nobles 
County by Perry Carter. The village of Ellsworth is the scene of 
Mr . HoUaren's reminiscences, for he settled on its site in April, 1880, 
several years before it was founded. Among the subjects touched 
upon by M r . Carter are Indian scares in Nobles County, the organiza­
tion of the county, early settlers in Graham Lakes Township, and the 
blizzard of 1888. Each installment is illustrated with a sketch pre­
pared by the author. 

The experiences as postmasters of two Minnesotans who have 
served their respective communities in these offices since 1886 are de­
scribed in the Rochester Post-Bulletin for May 22. They are M r . 
John A. Stephan of Waltham and M r . Samuel Nelson of Welch, 
both of whom were appointed during the Cleveland administration. 
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The sixtieth anniversary of the Pipestone County Star is com­
memorated in a special edition of the paper issued on June 20. It 
calls attention to the fact that the Star is not only the county's oldest 
newspaper, but probably its oldest business institution, " for available 
records fail to reveal any other business concern now in existence in 
the county that was founded at as early a date as the Star.'' The 
issue contains a number of articles of historical interest, including a 
sketch of Isaac L. Hart , who founded the paper in June, 1879; some 
reminiscences of his son, Mr . Gardner E. H a r t ; an account of a 
Fourth of July celebration at Pipestone in 1878; and a description of 
the miniature issues published by the Star during the " Blizzard Win­
t e r " of 1881, "when supplies of many kinds, including print paper, 
were practically exhausted." The news section of the smallest issue, a 
single page measuring about seven by ten inches, is reproduced with 
the article, which explains that " as the result of the paper shortage 
during that winter, the Star appeared in various unusual shapes and 
sizes, and printed on a variety of materials that included wrapping 
paper, wall paper, etc." 

The development of St. Paul was featured in one of a series of pro­
grams entitled "Americans All, Immigrants All," presented over a 
national hookup of the Columbia Broadcasting System on April 30. 

A useful list of "city officials from 1850 to 1939," compiled by 
Mark W . Woodruff from records preserved by the city of St. Paul 
and the Minnesota Historical Society, is made available in a booklet 
entitled Facts about the City of Saint Paul, recently issued by the 
department of public works (32 p . ) . A brief introduction gives in­
formation about the incorporation of the town and the city, about the 
adoption and modification of charters, and about changes in city bound­
aries. The list of officers is chronologically arranged, and in each case 
the date of the election is included. 

The twenty-fifth anniversary of the incorporation of the St. Paul 
Academy was marked by the publication in June of an Alumni Re­
port, including a " short history and alumni roster, covering the period 
from 1900-1939." The history of the " O l d Saint Paul Academy," 
which came into being in 1900, is reviewed by Charles N . B.Wheeler; 
the story of the school after its incorporation in 1914 is reviewed by 
John DeQ. Briggs. Lists of faculty members and of students now 
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enrolled in the school are followed by a directory of alumni, with 
brief biographical sketches. 

Mr . James Gray devotes his column in the St. Paul Dispatch for 
April 7 to recollections of the days when vaudeville was in its heydey 
at the old Orpheum Theater in St. Paul. The wrecking of the struc­
ture is the occasion for his article. 

The issue of the Morgan Messenger for April 6 is a fiftieth anni­
versary edition, in which appear accounts of the growth of the village 
and of the editors who have guided the destinies of its newspaper dur­
ing the past half century. 

The origin of the Monday Club, a women's literary society of Fari­
bault, is traced back to an organization of the late 1860's in a review 
of its history appearing in the Faribault Daily News for May 23. 
Pioneer members of the organization were interviewed and minutes 
of its meetings were consulted by Mrs . Charles Batchelder, who gath­
ered the material for this account. She reveals that the club acquired 
its present name in 1897 and that it joined the State Federation of 
Women's Clubs after 1900. 

" When Duluth Was Young " is the title of a reminiscent narra­
tive by Richard E. Carey which has been appearing in installments in 
the Duluth Free Press since May 26. The original is in the posses­
sion of the St. Louis County Historical Society. Among the more 
interesting installments are those dealing with the " Opening of the 
Cana l" on Minnesota Point, in the issue for June 2 ; the visit of Jay 
Cooke in 1867, June 9 ; and " Christmas in Duluth in 1866," June 30. 

Since August, 1869, when the Duluth Library Association was 
organized, " Duluth has been served one way or another, through nu­
merous vicissitudes, by either public or semi-public book lending agen­
cies," writes Roy H. Cupperud, in a feature article on the history of 
the Duluth public library which appears in the Duluth News-Tribune 
for April 16. He points out that the "public library as a tax-
supported institution dates back only to 1890," and he relates the story 
of the Carnegie grant that made possible its present home. 

A display of pictures — photographs, lithographs, paintings — of 
Sauk Centre in its early days, shown at the local Bryant Library late 
in May, is described in the Sauk Centre Herald for May 25. Among 
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the pictures was a sketch of the early settlement at Kandota made by 
Edwin Whitefield in 1857, and a view of Sauk Centre in 1868 by 
another member of the Whitefield family, probably Wilfred J . In 
tbe display also was an oil painting of the stockade erected at Sauk 
Centre for protection against the Sioux in 1862. This painting, exe­
cuted in 1876 from sketches at the request of Joseph Capser, was 
presented recently to the Sauk Centre library by his son, Mr . Henry 
Capser of St. Paul. I t is the subject of special articles appearing in 
the Herald for May 4 and the St. Paul Dispatch for April 28. 

Some of the early history of St. James parish at Jacobs Prairie, 
which is said to be the oldest Catholic parish in Stearns County, is 
recalled in the Cold Spring Record of May 31. Father Francis Pierz, 
the missionary, is believed to have visited the settlement soon after its 
founding in 1855, and in the following year several Benedictine fa­
thers conducted services in a log church. 

A hotel register kept at the Benson House of Benson in 1879, re­
cently discovered in a local attic, is the subject of an interesting article 
in the Swift County Monitor of Benson for June 30. A picture of 
the transient population of early Benson is reconstructed by the writer 
after studying the pages of this register. He found, for example, 
that among the regular visitors at the Benson House were the " driv­
ers of the Appleton and Montevideo stages." The writer notes that 
the register has been turned over to the Swift County Historical So­
ciety for permanent preservation. 

Boatbuilding on the St. Croix since 1855, when Josiah Q. Batch-
elder left Maine to follow his trade at Stillwater, is the subject of an 
illustrated article in the Minneapolis Journal for April 17. The 
shipyards at Bayport that Batchelder established in 1878 receive spe­
cial attention, since after a lapse of years they are once more the scene 
of busy activity. 

Four articles by William Codman on the early history of St. 
Charles appear in the Winona Republican-Herald for April 14, 21, 28, 
and May 5. They deal specifically with the union of St. Charles 
and Chattanooga in 1868, the early schools of St. Charles, early 
Masonic bodies in the village, and its pioneer families. In the final 
article the names of several hundred pioneers are listed in alphabetical 
order. 
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