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Catholic " Religious Services in Pioneer Days " at Hastings from 
1853, when Father Augusrin Ravoux conducted the "first religious 
services of any kind " in the new community, are described in one 
section of a Souvenir Program issued in connection with the fifty-
ninth annual convention of the Catholic Aid Association of Minne­
sota, at Hastings from September 24 to 26. I t includes accounts of 
Bishop Cretin's appointment of the Reverend John McMahon as the 
first resident pastor in Hastings, of the erection of the first church in 
1856, and of the establishment of a separate parish by the German 
Catholics in 1869. Brief historical sketches of the churches at New 
Trier, Miesville, Vermillion, and Hampton, and an account of the 
building of the spiral bridge at Hastings also appear in the pamphlet. 

Miss Pearl C. Hanson is the author of a detailed history of the 
Ladies' Aid Society organized at East Moe in 1889, which appears in 
the Park Region Echo of Alexandria for July 6. This women's or­
ganization followed closely upon the founding of a Lutheran church 
in the Douglas County community. 

School buildings erected at Wells in Faribault County since 1870, 
when a one-story building with seats for seventy pupils was built, are 
described in the Wells Mirror for August 31. Pictures of this build­
ing and of schools that have since served a growing population appear 
with the article. In the same issue of the Mirror appears a sketch of 
the history of the village. Settlement on the site, according to this 
account, began in the summer of 1869, when G. J. Adams built the 
first house. Before the end of the year the railroad had reached 
Wells, bringing with it hundreds of settlers. 

The issue of the Bricelyn Sentinel for August 31 is a fortieth anni­
versary edition, commemorating the founding of the paper by K. O. 
Sandum in 1899. It includes a detailed history of the paper, a brief 
account of the village school, and a review of the paper's first year 
compiled from early issues by Mr . Sandum. 

Among the features of the Minneapolis Century Celebration staged 
in the Mill City from October 2 to 7 were scores of special exhibits 
in store windows and in the municipal auditorium, colorful parades 
arranged by the Civic and Commerce Association and by the Junior 
Association of Commerce, special radio broadcasts, and markers or 
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plaques calling attention to a hundred historic sites throughout the 
city. Minneapolis newspapers contributed to the celebration by 
publishing numerous articles about local history and dozens of por­
traits of pioneers and views of the frontier city. Industrial exhibits 
at the auditorium included one arranged by the graphic arts and print­
ing industry of Minneapolis, which also published for the occasion a 
pamphlet entitled The Story of Two Birthdays and a Twenty-seven 
Million Dollar Industry. Therein is reviewed the story of the west­
ward movement of the printing press and of the beginning of printing 
in the Northwest and in Minneapolis. First award for the outstand­
ing historical exhibit displayed at the auditorium was received by the 
Hennepin County Historical Society, which showed eight cases of 
manuscripts, newspapers, and pioneer objects from its collections. 

The story of how the Minneapolis Journal " pioneered the use of 
halftone cuts as illustrations in American newspapers " is reviewed in 
the Journal for July 4. Attention is called to evidence presented in 
Editor and Publisher for June 10 by William Krussow of Minne­
apolis showing that W . H . Webster used halftone cuts in the Journal 
from July 4, 1896. The New York Tribune of January 21, 1897, 
had previously been given credit for the first use of such cuts. 

The present policies and something of the backgrounds of the 
Minneapolis Tribune art set forth in a little pamphlet issued for em­
ployees of the paper under the title. The Story of the Tribune, 1867— 
1939 (47 p . ) . The text is made available to readers of the Tribune 
in its issues for August 10 and 11. 

The fiftieth anniversary edition of the Jackson County Pilot of 
Jackson, issued on July 13, is notable particularly for its illustrations. 
Reproduced in this issue are several excellent views of pioneer log 
houses, a picture of a dugout, a photograph of horse-drawn tank 
wagons in which an oil company distributed kerosene half a century 
ago, a view of a flood at Jackson in 1914, and a picture of an early 
baseball game. The front page Of the first number of the Pilot, 
issued on September 12, 1889, is reproduced in facsimile. 

The writer of an article, in the Lake City Graphic of September 
28, on the drug store of Thomas Gibbs and Son, which has been 
operating at Lake City since 1863, points out that the "medical 
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history of this part of Wabasha county could probably be closely 
traced by a study of the Gibbs prescription files. Numbering nearly 
208,000, they reveal the illnesses of a community for nearly 80 years." 

The history of the New Prague Times is well reviewed by Cor-
mac A. Suel in its " Golden Jubilee Edition," issued on September 7. 
In the years following 1889, when the Times was founded by Wil l 
H. Taylor, "many New Prague people, recently immigrants from 
Europe, found the paper an important aid in learning to speak and 
write the Enghsh language," writes Mr . Suel. He notes also that 
many of the subscribers depended upon the paper not only for news 
but for light fiction, and that for years the paper " printed a weekly 
serial story" which "met with an enthusiastic response from the 
readers." Appearing in the issue also are reminiscent narratives by 
several of the former editors of the Times, including M r . Taylor, 
Mr . John F. Wrabek, Mr . John F. Bruzek, and Mr . John L. Suel. 

Pioneer life in Martin County is vividly described in the 
" Memoirs of M . DeWit t Older," which have been edited by his 
son, Mr . James A. Older of Portage, Wisconsin, for publication in 
the Fairmont Daily Sentinel. The narrative, which covers the 
period from 1857 to 1862, appears in installments in the issues of 
August 15, 17, 19, 21, and 22. Older tells of a journey of explora­
tion that took him from his Wisconsin home to LaCrosse, St. Paul, 
Mankato, and various southern Minnesota settlements; of selecting 
land and settling on a claim on East Chain Lakes; of a visit to Lake 
Shetek; and of the organization of Martin County in 1859. The 
writer recalls that during the winter of 1859—60 he " caught over 600 
muskrats, quite a number of mink and foxes, and one otter," adding 
the comment that "fur was our money." The editor notes that 
Older's Minnesota residence came to an abrupt close with the Sioux 
Outbreak of August, 1862, when like many other Minnesota pioneers 
he left the state. 

Judge Julius E. Haycraft of Fairmont was one of the speakers 
participating in a celebration held at Truman on September 15 and 
16 to mark the fortieth anniversary of the founding of the Martin 
County village. A review of the history of the community, by Betty 
Levik, appears in the Truman Tribune for September 14. In this 
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issue also are published reminiscent accounts by former editors of the 
Tribune, historical sketches of local churches, and brief historical re­
views of the community's business concerns. 

A Condensed History of Meeker County, 1855—1939, compiled 
and published by Frank B. Lamson (240 p. ) , seems to contain much 
of the material relating to the county previously issued by the same 
author in pamphlet form. Although some attempt has been made to 
arrange material under such headings as " Townships," " Incorporated 
Villages," " Industries," and " Schools and Churches," the bulk of 
the volume is devoted to items of information on miscellaneous and 
unrelated subjects. Biographical sketches of pioneers and present 
residents of Meeker County occupy some sixty pages. 

A valuable chapter in the transportation history of southern Min­
nesota appears in the Austin Daily Herald of July 27, which pub­
lishes a survey of the use of the automobile in Mower County from 
1903 to the present. It is based for the most part upon items relat­
ing to the automobile that appeared in the Herald, although county 
tax records have been used to some extent in compiling statistics. 
The latter reveal, for example, that the tax accessors of 1903 " found 
only four automobiles " in the county, " while there were 26 farms on 
which working oxen vî ere still being used." By 1907 the number of 
automobiles had increased to 24, and in 1912 the total was 288. 
Among the events described is a parade of automobiles that made the 
trip from Chicago to St. Paul in 1905, stopping en route at Austin. 
The first of the cars to reach Austin, according to the Herald, made 
the " remarkable run of 390 miles in 29 hours and 11 minutes." 
Speed regulations and the movement for better roads also receive 
attention. With the article appears a picture of a " good roads 
meeting " attended by members of the automobile clubs of Austin and 
Albert Lea in May, 1910. 

A "Pioneer D a y s " celebration at Fulda on July 20 and 21 was 
the occasion for the publication in the Fulda Free Press of July 13 
of a historical sketch of the village. Its founding as a Catholic 
colony by Archbishop Ireland is recalled; the coming of the railroad 
in 1878, with the consequent growth in population, is noted; and 
some information is given about the beginnings of schools, churches, 
a post office, and stores. 
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The annual meeting of the Fort Ridgely State Park and Historical 
Association was held at Fort Ridgely State Park on August 22, the 
seventy-seventh anniversary of the repulse of the Sioux by the de­
fenders of the fort in the war of 1862. Among the speakers were 
Mr . John McConnell of Le Sueur, who was present during the 
siege of Fort Ridgely, and Mr . S. S. Beach, president of the 
Hutchinson Historical Society. 

A pioneer store and post office, which has remained unchanged at 
West Newton since the death of its original owner in 1898, is the 
subject of an illustrated article in the Minneapolis Journal for July 
21. The store is now on the farm of Rudolph Massopust who mar­
ried a daughter of the store's founder, Alexander Harkin. According 
to this account, " Old letters are still in the mailboxes; half filled 
coffee cans are on the dusty shelves; a flag with 42 stars hangs on the 
wall, and a barrel on the floor is half full of moldy crackers." Rec­
ord books dating back to 1856 show the amount of business transacted 
in various years. Views of the exterior and interior of the store 
appear with the article. 

The Traverse des Sioux chapter of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution has placed a bronze marker near the site of the old ceme­
tery at that place. The inscriprion reads: " T h e Old French 
Cemetery was located south of this ravine. The earliest settlers and 
a few Indians were buried there until about 1859." 

A wealth of material on the history of agriculture in Nobles 
County is included in the Worthington Globe for August 17, a special 
edition " dedicated to sixty years of progress " in the county. There 
are to be found arricles on the early use of farm machinery in the 
county, and on a " farm machinery parade " arranged by J. D . Hu-
miston at Worthington in 1895. With the latter are reproduced two 
views of the parade. County fairs of the past, at which agricultural 
products were displayed after 1879, when the fair associarion was 
organized; hay shipments from Worthington in the 1890's; and 4-H 
Club activities in the county are the subjects of other articles. Por­
traits and brief sketches of numerous pioneers who have been farming 
in Nobles County for fifty years or more also appear in this issue of 
the Globe. 
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"Trave l was heavy westward from Worthington" in the 1870's, 
when passengers and mail were transported as far as Sioux Falls by 
stagecoach, writes Perry Carter in the Worthington Globe of August 
13. He reveals that " Daniel Shell, who for five years had the con­
tract for carrying the mail, began with three rigs," and that when 
he "retired in 1879, he had 50 horses on the route, his rigs being 
drawn by four-horse teams." Mr . Carter's article on stagecoach 
travel is one of a series relating to Nobles County history that has 
been appearing in the Globe. Among the subjects that he deals with 
are the founding of Worthington by the National Colony in 1871, July 
9 ; the arrival of the first regular passenger train in April, 1872, 
July 30 ; the organization and naming of Nobles County townships, 
August 6 and 27 ; Worthington's fight for the county seat, September 
3 ; and the early history of the village of Brewster, originally known 
as Hersey, September 17. 

The fiftieth anniversary of St. Mary's Hospital at Rochester was 
the occasion for special celebrations in the Minnesota medical center 
on September 30 and October 25 and 27. The story of the founding 
of the hospital by the Sisters of St. Francis and of its opening on Sep­
tember 30, 1889, is reviewed in the Rochester Post-Bulletin for 
September 30. There, too, the connections with the hospital of 
Dr. W . W . Mayo and his sons and the growth of the hospital that 
accompanied their success as surgeons are described. 

Mr . Frank Jacobs is the author of a sketch of the " Early History 
of Pelican Rapids, 1869 to 1882," the first installment of which ap­
pears in the Pelican Rapids Press for September 14. Much of the 
narrative is based upon personal recollections of the writer, whose 
father. Royal Jacobs, settled on the site in 1870. With his mother 
and sisters, Mr . Jacobs traveled by railroad as far as Benson, and 
thence "trekked to Pelican Rapids, 150 miles, in an ox drawn cov­
ered wagon." The development of water power at Pelican Rapids 
and the founding of the village by William G. Tutt le are subjects 
that draw much of the writer's attention in the earlier installments 
of his narrative. 

The Askov American for September 14 is a " Silver Anniversary 
Edition," commemorating the twenty-fifth anniversary of the found­
ing of the paper by Mr . Hjalmar Petersen. A file of the paper was 
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used by Mr . P . L. Hamlin in preparing a history of the community 
during twenty-five years for publication in this issue. 

" The Story of the Pioneer Theaters " of Crookston is recalled in 
the Polk County Leader of July 13 by W . A. Marin, who asserts that 
in the 1890's " Crookston got a good many more shows than a town 
of its population was really entitled to." This was because " practi­
cally every show that was booked for the Twin Cities and Winnipeg " 
stopped at Crookston on its way north. Mr . Marin tells of the 
building of the city's first opera house by T . H . Bjoin, and of its 
opening in April, 1891, vnth the Hess Opera Company. "Tickets 
sold from one dollar to five dollars," he writes, and " people from the 
neighboring towns attended." 

The history of the Fosston creamery is traced back to 1895, when 
the town's first creamery association was organized, in the Thirteen 
Towns of Fosston for July 7. A table shows the growth in the vol­
ume of business handled by this creamery between 1908 and 1938. 

Dr. Nellie N. Barsness makes a contribution to the medical history 
of St. Paul in recording the story of the Luther-St. Paul Hospital, 
1902-1933 (1939. 16 p . ) . After the organization of the Nor­
wegian Hospital Society in 1901 by Dr. Eduard Boeckmann, Mr . E. 
H . Hobe, and other prominent Norwegians, the Luther Hospital was 
established in an old house in 1902. Dr. Barsness tells of its expan­
sion as the result of gifts from Charles Gilfillan and others, of the sec­
tion for tuberculous patients opened by Dr. H . L. Taylor, of the 
growth of the training school for nurses, of the change in location and 
name in 1913, of the service to the community and the nation during 
the World War , and of the closing of the hospital in 1933. 

The completion of the Gilfillan Memorial Community Building 
at Morgan, with ample space for both a library and a museum, is an­
nounced in the Morgan Messenger for August 3. It is expected that 
the museum will attract "hundreds of visitors each year, as well as 
intensify the interest of the people of this community " in the history 
of their locality. Provided with excellent housing facilities, Morgan 
has the opportunity to build up one of the most effective historical 
museums in the state. 

A historical pageant depicting such scenes as the founding of the 
community, the first school, the first election, the first Fourth of 
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July celebration, and the coming of the railroad was one feature of a 
celebration held at Redwood Falls during the week of August 20 to 
mark its seventy-fifth anniversary. Local stores arranged exhibits of 
pioneer implements, costumes, pictures, and the like in their windows. 
A special " Diamond Jubilee Edition " of the Redwood Gazette, is­
sued on August 17, presents a wealth of material relating to the city's 
past. Included are articles on the origin of the name " Redwood," on 
the founding of the town by Colonel Samuel McPhail in 1864, on the 
Board of Trade established in 1885, on early bands and musical or­
ganizations, on schools and churches, on the local golf club, on pioneer 
transportation, on early baseball teams, and on newspapers published 
since the Redwood Falls Patriot made its first appearance in 1866. 

The "History of the Fairfax School" from 1883, when a small 
building devoted to school purposes was opened, to the present is 
traced in the Fairfax Standard for September 14. By 1890 the com­
munity had outgrown its first school, and it was then that Fairfax 
built a " fine, ' modern ' two-story frame school, complete with cupola, 
bell and all the ' conveniences ' of that day." In the same issue of the 
Standard appears a list of graduates of the local high school from 1902 
to 1939. 

The sixty-fifth anniversary of the founding of the Swedlanda Lu­
theran Church of Hector is the occasion for the publication of a detailed 
history of the congregation, by Arvid Anderson, in the Hector Mirror 
for July 6 and 13. The earliest minutes of the congregation now 
available in its records, dated January 26, 1882, are reproduced. 
A special section is devoted to the period from 1934 to 1939. 

The once prosperous village of Walcott in Rice County, which 
was founded by Samuel Walcott in the early 1850's and which dis­
appeared after a disastrous fire in 1895, is the subject of a historical 
sketch in the Faribault Daily News for July 5. A flour mill, cooper 
shops, stores, a hotel, and other business concerns flourished at Wal­
cott before the fire. T w o views of the community accompany the 
article, which is based largely upon the reminiscences of former resi­
dents, early records, and files of Faribault newspapers. 

The arrival in Duluth of " its first Italians, gay, colorful and mu­
sical, just 70 years ago" is recalled in the Duluth News-Tribune for 
September 13. An account of the "Grand Arr ival" of the immi-
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grants by boat is quoted from the Duluth Minnesotian, and some of 
the contributions of the Italians to the industrial and cultural life of 
Duluth are enumerated. 

The street railways and the Incline Railway of Duluth, both of 
which ran for the last time during the past summer, are the subjects 
of articles on the city's transportation history in the Duluth News-
Tribune for July 8 and September 3. The evolution of street rail­
way transportation "from the mule cart days in the 1880s to the 
modern trolley bus" which recently supplanted the streetcars is 
traced by Nathan Cohen in the earlier issue. In the later news­
paper, the same author reviews the story of the hillside railway that 
began operations in the autumn of 1891. The history of the pavilion 
and summer theater that attracted huge crowds to the top of the hill 
in the 1890's also is recalled. 

The days when " Brady Was the ' L a w ' in Hibbing" are the 
subject of a feature article by Franz Naeseth in the Duluth News-
Tribune for July 2. It deals with the career of Thomas F . Brady, 
who served as municipal judge of the Mesabi Range mining town for 
twenty-three years following the turn of the century. Judge Brady 
is characterized as the " one-man court which handled law the best it 
could be when Hibbing streets were alternately mud and dust, when 
more than 60 saloons boomed and the town roared on Saturday nights 
as red ore-stained miners drank up their pay checks." Brady's ac­
tivity in promoting the Hibbing " Colts," a baseball team that " reigned 
supreme in northern Minnesota " for more than two decades, also is 
described. Mr . Naeseth also is the author of a feature article on a 
Mesabi Range "Ghost City," Mesaba, appearing in the News-Tribune 
for July 30. This village, according to the writer, was the " first 
incorporated village on the range " and the " base of operations for 
the famed Merritt brothers in their explorations for iron." 

The fiftieth anniversary of the Bethany Lutheran Church of Du­
luth is the occasion for the publication of a review of its history by the 
Reverend Carl A. Eckstrom, the present pastor. In an elaborately 
illustrated pamphlet (1939), he tells of the building of a church on 
Rice's Point in 1887, of the organization of the congregation two 
years later, of the growth of the church and the congregation, and of 
religious schools and societies connected with the church. 
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The pioneer activities of James Boyce in raising flax and preparing 
it for market near Shakopee, where he lived from 1859 to 1865, are 
recalled by his son, A. E. Boyce, in a Biography of James Boyce, Pio­
neer Builder of Muncie, Indiana (1938. 63 p . ) . He is said also 
to have planted at Spring Lake, south of Shakopee, a grove of walnut 
trees, the first " of this variety in that region." 

An account of a journey by covered wagon from Illinois to 
Stearns County in 1859 is included in an interview with Mr . George 
Uhlenkott of Freeport, in the St. Cloud Daily Times of July 31. 
M r . Uhlenkott, who was a boy of ten when his family emigrated to 
Minnesota, recalls that " it took nearly six weeks for us to make the 
trip." 

T o mark the fiftieth anniversary of its incorporation as a village, 
the city of Staples presented, on July 3, 4, and 5, a pageant entitled 
" Progress of the Years." In twelve episodes the history of a section 
of Todd County and particularly the story of one community was 
reviewed. Among the scenes depicted were the arrival of the pio­
neers, the founding of early churches, the organization of Staples 
Township, the incorporation of the village, a frontier wedding, and 
the community's participation in the World War . The occasion was 
commemorated in more permanent form by the publication of an Offi­
cial Souvenir Program and History (51 p.) . More than thirty pages 
of this booklet are devoted to a valuable history of Staples, which also 
makes available much material relating to near-by portions of Wadena, 
Cass, and Morrison counties. Included are sections devoted to the 
era of the fur trade, w^hen Jean Baptiste Cadotte was a familiar figure 
in the Crow Wing River country; to the Red River trail that passed 
through this area; to the lumber industry and the sawmill established 
by Howard C. Mealey and King G. Staples; to railroad beginnings 
and developments; to the "Village of Presto," later known as 
Staples; and to the origin and growth of its schools, churches, indus­
tries, and the like. The narrative is based largely upon newspaper 
sources. Files of papers published not only at Staples, but at Brain­
erd, Little Falls, Wadena, and other towns in the vicinity were con­
sulted by members of the historical committee who prepared the 
booklet. In a foreword they note the use of extensive files preserved 
by the Minnesota Historical Society, as well as of the society's publi­
cations. 



4 7 0 NEWS AND COMMENT DEC. 

Sites in Winona " that should be marked by tablets or framed 
markers, to perpetuate for Winona and its people and schools, and for 
display to tourists and visitors, some outstanding historic events of our 
past history" are enumerated by William Codman in the Winona 
Republican-Herald for September 22. Among the locations that the 
writer advocates marking are the sites of Wabasha's village, the log 
cabin of the missionary, Jedediah D. Stevens, and the first state nor­
mal school. A beginning has been made in the marking of historic 
sites in Winona, writes Mr . Codman, by Mr . H . C. Garvin, who 
"has placed a bronze tablet at the office of the Bay State Milling 
Company to commemorate the location of the Silas Stevens cabin " of 
1851, one of the first structures in the present city. 

The " Cokato Canning Factory of Pre-War Days " is recalled by 
Mique Heed in the Cokato Enterprise for August 31. The process 
of husking, preparing, canning, and shipping corn, in which most of 
the inhabitants of Cokato participated for a few weeks each summer, 
is described by the writer. He asserts that " the old factory usually 
dressed most of the town for the coming winter, with enough left 
over for a fellow to take in the county fair." 
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