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museum an orderly and attractive institution. They have given at­
tention not only to museum objects, but to the care and arrangement 
of newspapers, photographs, and manuscripts. Some extensive news­
paper files are arranged in a room on the second floor. Included are 
bound files of the Mankato Free Press from 1886 to 1923, the Blue 
Earth County Enterprise of Mapleton from 1907 to 1931, the Man­
kato Weekly Review from 1882 to 1919, and the Public Spirit of 
Mankato from 1882 to 1884. An effort is now being made to collect 
current issues of Blue Earth County newspapers. Photographs are 
arranged according to size, and portraits are filed alphabetically. 
Both photographs and manuscripts are kept in steel filing cases. 
Work on the society's manuscript holdings is in its infancy, but such 
arranging as has been done is of a systematic nature. Among the 
manuscripts owned by this society are the family papers of Sidney 
Soule and Benjamin Comstock, and a group of papers of John A. 
Willard, most of which relate to railroad construction. 

The collections of the Blue Earth County museum are being ex­
tensively consulted by students of local history, many of whom come 
from classes in the Mankato State Teachers College. During its 
first year in its present quarters, the museum received nearly two 
thousand visitors who registered. Thousands more have viewed the 
exhibits in the pavilion at Sibley State Park, which is open at all hours 
during the summer. Many teachers and students, not only from 
Mankato, but from smaller communities in the county, have visited 
the main museum in groups. It is open every day except Sundays and 
holidays from 2:00 P .M. to 5:00 p. M. The building is available 
to organizations for meetings, and it is often opened in the evening 
for such groups. For helping to make such services possible, the com­
munity should be grateful to the city and county officials and to the 
officers of the society, especially its president, Mr. Horace W. Rob­
erts. B. L. H. 

The history of Mapleton, which had its origin as a townsite of 
the 1850's, was traced by U. G. Argetsinger, a resident of the present 
village, in a paper read before a meeting of the Blue Earth County 
Historical Society at Mankato on November 7. The paper appears 
in installments in the Mankato Free Press from November 13 to 17, 
and it is published also, with illustrations, in the Blue Earth County 



1940 LOCAL HISTORICAL SOCIETIES 107 

Enterprise of Mapleton for November 23. Recent activities of the 
society's museum are described in the same paper for November 21 . 
Mr . Horace W . Roberts, the society's president, there announces that 
groups of pupils and teachers from Blue Earth County schools visited 
the museum every day in the week of November 13. It was neces­
sary for the teachers to make appointments with the museum curator, 
in order to avoid crowding. 

An X-ray machine used in New Ulm some forty years ago by Dr . 
J. C. Rothenburg is a recent addition to the medical collection in 
the museum of the Brown County Historical Society. An oil lamp of 
a type known as the Hitchcock lamp, recently presented by Mr . L. H . 
Nelson, is described in the New Ulm Daily Journal for December 4. 

Mr . Joseph Geroy of Montevideo was elected president of the 
Chippewa County Historical Society at a meeting held at Montevideo 
on October 24. Other officers named at the same time include M r . 
Frank Starbeck, vice-president; Miss Petra Storaker, recording secre­
tary; Mrs. L. N . Pierce, corresponding secretary; and Mrs . John 
Simons, treasurer. Some of the guns in the Chippewa County soci­
ety's museum are described in the Montevideo American for October 
13. The account, which is occasioned by the hunting season, notes 
that many of the primitive guns in the society's collection date from 
the period when " hunting was a necessary activity for the welfare of 
any family." Joseph Renville's trading post near Lac qui Parle is 
the subject of an article by Edwina Gould of the Chippewa County 
historical museum, appearing in the Watson Voice for December 7 
and 14. The numerous travelers and explorers who visited this early 
Minnesota trading post are mentioned by the writer, who makes an 
appeal for the erection of a marker on the site. 

At the annual meeting of the Crow Wing County Historical So­
ciety, which was held at Brainerd on December 14, M r . Carl J . 
Wright was elected president, Mrs. A. Murray, vice-president, Mrs . 
E. O. Webb, secretary, and Mrs. J . M . Hayes, treasurer. 

" Introducing Minnesota " was the subject of an address presented 
by Mr . Willoughby M . Babcock, curator of the museum of the Min­
nesota Historical Society, before a meeting of the Dakota County 
Historical and Archeological Society at South St. Paul on October 10. 
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At another meeting held on November 14, Dr . Arthur J. Larsen, 
superintendent of the state society, discussed " Pioneer Transporta­
tion." Plans for the restoration of the Donnelly house at Nininger 
were described by several members of the Donnelly Memorial Asso­
ciation, and the suggestion was made that the Dakota County society 
should obtain museum quarters in the house. 

The Hennepin County Historical Society has been given the use 
of the entire second floor of the village hall at St. Louis Park for 
museum purposes. Among the many valuable items recently added 
to its extensive collections are a map of Minneapolis in 1857 by Or­
lando Talcott, a diary kept by Gideon H . Pond from 1837 to 1850, 
a copy of Stephen R. Riggs's Grammar and Dictionary of the Dakota 
Language, an account book kept at Excelsior in 1855, and photostatic 
copies of letters written from St. Anthony in 1856-58 by Francis 
Wilkinson and published in an English newspaper. 

At the annual meeting of the Lake Pepin Valley Historical So­
ciety at Lake City on October 16, M r . R. C. Bartlett was elected 
president, M r . F . H . Kemp, vice-president, M r . Emil Bohmbach, sec­
retary, and M r . M . L. Erickson, treasurer. Plans for a museum to 
be housed in the basement of the Lake City library are announced in 
the Lake City Graphic for December 14. 

Mr . Frank Hopkins of Fairfax spoke on Indian life in the Minne­
sota Valley before a meeting of the Hutchinson Historical Society on 
October 27. Participating in the program also were two Indians, 
M r . and Mrs. George Crooks of Morton. Several talks and papers 
on the beginnings of Hutchinson and the activities of the musicians 
who founded it were presented at a meeting on November 20. 
Among the speakers were Mrs . Sophie White, who told of the Hutch-
insons' first visit to the townsite, and Mrs . Susan Lee, who read a 
paper on their musical entertainments. A handbill printed for the 
Hutchinsons in 1857 and recently acquired by the society was dis­
played. Officers elected at this meeting were S. S. Beach, president; 
W . S . Clay, vice-president; and Mrs . White, secretary-treasurer. 

Judge Bernard B. Brett was re-elected president of the Marshall 
County Historical Society at a meeting held at Warren on December 
14. Other officers named at the same time include M r . O. M . Matt-
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son, vice-president; Mrs . Synneva Knapp, secretary; and Mrs . Geor­
gia Pagnac, treasurer. Plans were made for the society's annual sum­
mer picnic, which will be held at the fair grounds at Warren in 1940. 

Books, manuscripts, pictures, and museum objects received by the 
Otter Tail County Historical Society are described in notes by its 
secretary, E. T . Barnard, which appear from time to time in the Fer­
gus Falls Daily Journal. Among the society's recent accessions are 
twenty-five volumes of manuscript field notes made in the 1870's and 
1880's by land examiners and surveyors for the Great Northern and 
Northern Pacific railway companies in Otter Tail, Grant, Wilkin, 
and Douglas counties. The volumes are the gift of M r . C. R. 
Wright. The educational value of the museum is emphasized by M r . 
Barnard in his notes for November 16, when he lists some of the 
classes from local schools that have visited the museum during the 
autumn months. 

Recent articles furnished by the Pope County Historical Society 
and published in the Glenwood Herald deal with a "juvenile base­
ball team" that flourished at Glenwood about 1900, October 26; the 
career of a Glenwood inventor, M r . Arthur Smithson, November 2 ; 
a frontier Christmas celebration of 1869, December 2 1 ; and the his­
tory of a hospital established at Glenwood in 1910, December 28. 

Dean J. Jorgen Thompson of St. Olaf College, Northfield, was 
the principal speaker at the annual meeting of the Rice County His­
torical Society, which was held at Faribault on November 7. He 
discussed the archives of the Norwegian-American Historical Associa­
tion, which are housed at St. Olaf College, and described the publica­
tions of the association. The settlement founded by Samuel Walcott 
near Faribault in the 1840's and milling industries that flourished 
there were the subject of a talk by Mrs . E. H . Loyhed. Officers of 
the society elected at the meeting are Mr . Charles N. Sayles, presi­
dent; Mrs. Joseph Gannon, vice-president; Mr . Theodore Estabrook, 
secretary; and Mr . Donald Scott, treasurer. 

Nearly a hundred and fifty visitors who registered viewed the ex­
hibits in the museum of the Roseau County Historical Society on 
Armistice Day, November 11, 1939. M r . P . O . Fryklund, curator 
of the museum, reports in the Roseau Times-Region of November 16 
that from twenty to forty visitors often are recorded in a single day. 
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At a meeting of the Washington County Historical Society at 
Stillwater on October 9, Dr. Arthur J. Larsen, superintendent of the 
Minnesota Historical Society, reviewed the story of Joseph R. Brown's 
activities in the St. Croix Valley. Mr. Roscoe Macy of the Minne­
sota Federal Writers' Project told of some of the publications that it 
has sponsored. The following officers were elected for the coming 
year: Mr. E. L. Roney, president; Mrs. Mary Bailey and Mr. Roy 
Strand, vice-presidents; Miss Annie Connors, secretary; and Miss 
Ann Moir, treasurer. The Washington County society is making 
plans for a permanent museum, and it hopes to obtain adequate quar­
ters in the near future. 

Plans for two historical markers are announced in the Waseca 
Herald of December 14 by H.A. Panzram, president of the Wa­
seca County Historical Society. They will be placed on a farm in 
Wilton Township formerly occupied by Asa G. Sutlief, " who is rec­
ognized as the first settler " in the coimty, and on the site of the first 
courthouse. 

All officers of the Watonwan County Historical Society were re­
elected at a meeting held at St. James on December 15. Mr. George 
S. Hage is president of the organization. A number of items recently 
added to the society's collections were displayed at the meeting, and 
Mr. Hage made an appeal for a building or other quarters in which 
they can be permanently exhibited. An invitation from the Martin 
County Historical Society, suggesting that the two organizations hold 
a joint meeting in August, 1940, was read and accepted. 

Mr. Melvin Ouse was named president of the Wilkin County His­
torical Society at a meeting held at Breckenridge on October 14. 
Letters written in the late 1870's were quoted by Mrs. LeRoy Stahl, 
secretary of the organization, in a paper that she read, and Mr. 
George Mace recalled his experiences in a blizzard of 1879. 

At a meeting held at Cokato on November 28, the Finnish-
American Historical Society adopted a constitution and elected the 
following officers: William A. Anderson, president; Matt Leinonen, 
vice-president; Vernon G. Barberg, secretary; and A.W. Nelson, 
treasurer. The society is assembling material on Finnish settlement 
at Cokato, and it is co-operating with the Federal Writers' Project in 
gathering information for a publication on the Finns in Minnesota. 
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LOCAL HISTORY ITEMS 

The growth of the New Ulm schools from a one-room log cabin 
of the 1850's is traced in the New Ulm Review of November 9. 
That the first school, on the site of the present Lincoln School, " was 
a project of the German Land association," is brought out in extracts 
from an address presented by M r . Fred W . Johnson in June, 1937, 
when the site was marked with a plaque. An academy founded by 
the Turners in 1874 is described as the " nucleus for the public high 
school." The New Ulm school system also is the subject of a his­
torical review in the New Ulm Daily Journal of November 6, which 
also includes sketches of superintendents who have directed it. 

The story of a German immigrant of 1845 who went to New Ulm 
when that German colony was established in 1856 is presented in the 
Autobiography of William Hummel, recently translated from the 
German and issued in multigraphed form. Hummel became a mem­
ber of the Cincinnati Turner Society in 1850, and he later joined the 
Chicago Turners. It was the latter organization's connection with 
the Chicago Land Association that aroused Hummel's interest in the 
New Ulm colony. The writer tells briefly of his experiences in 
the Sioux W a r of 1862 and of business ventures in which he engaged 
in New Ulm. 

The history of the women's auxiliary of the New Ulm Turnverein 
was reviewed by Fred W . Johnson at a dinner which marked the 
fiftieth anniversary of the organization on November 12. An outline 
of his talk appears in the New Ulm Review for November 16. 

The early history of the Lake Hanska region was richly illustrated 
in a collection of pioneer objects recently assembled by members of the 
Riverdale-Lake Hanska Junior Pioneer Club, according to an editorial 
in the New Ulm Daily Journal for October 24. T h e collection, 
which includes many " early implements of the field, furnishings of 
the home and instruments of the a r t s ' ' that " have been handed down 
from generation to generation " was displayed at the Edward Shelley 
farm on October 22. I t aroused so much interest that the writer of 
the editorial believes it should be made the nucleus of a permanent 
historical museum for the Lake Hanska community. 

The completion of a " Cass County School District Plat book, giv­
ing an historical record of the formation of the districts since their 
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beginning" in 1851 is announced in the Cass County Pioneer of 
Walker for December 29. The record, which was prepared as a 
W P A project, is to be preserved in the office of the county superin­
tendent of schools. 

A little cemetery near Rollag in Clay County, which was estab­
lished on land donated by Dr . Charles Sill about 1875, is the subject 
of articles in the Barnesville Record-Review and the Hawley Herald 
for October 12. Inscriptions on gravestones in this cemetery reveal 
that a substantial English colony once existed in the vicinity. Some 
information about this settlement of the 1870's is given in the article, 
which calls attention to the fact that the burial ground, which had 
long been neglected, is now being restored. A picture of a typical 
pioneer log cabin of the Rollag community is reproduced with the 
article in the Herald. Some additional information about the ceme­
tery appears in the issue of this paper for October 19. 

The Golden Anniversary of Our Savior's Lutheran Church at 
Barnesville is commemorated in a booklet issued in connection with 
the anniversary celebration on October 1 (32 p . ) . I t recalls the be­
ginnings of " church work among Lutherans of Scandinavian herit­
age " in Clay County in the 1880's and describes the organization of 
the congregation in 1889. Pastors, church buildings, and church 
organizations are the subjects of separate sections. 

Experiences as a Norwegian sailor, as an immigrant in America, as 
a worker in the lumber camps of the Pacific Northwest, and as a 
settler at Windom in Minnesota are described in a series of Auto­
biographical Sketches by Andrew E. Anonsen, which have been issued 
in multigraphed form with a foreword by the writer's son, Stanley H. 
Anonsen (23 p . ) . M r . Anonsen has recorded also, for publication 
in the Cottonwood County Citizen of Windom for December 13, his 
recollections of his services as caretaker of the Windom school, which 
he served from 1893 to 1935. Changes in physical equipment of the 
school buildings and many intimate details illustrative of the policies 
of superintendents under whom he worked are recalled by the writer. 

The little library at Newport, which was founded in 1889 by Mrs. 
Henry C. James, is the subject of an article in the Stillwater Daily 
Gazette of December 13, which calls attention to the fiftieth anni-
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versary of this pioneer cultural institution. A program commemorat­
ing the anniversary was arranged at Newport on December 15. 

C. H . Phinney is the author of a historical sketch, in the Herman 
Review for October 19, of the Grant County Agricultural Associa­
tion and the fairs held under its auspices since 1894. He relates that 
a building measuring sixteen feet square housed the exhibits for the 
first county fair, which was held at Elbow Lake. T h e writer de­
scribes later fairs held in various localities and tells of the purchase 
of the present grounds in 1911 and 1912 and of the erection of build­
ings. 

The semicentennial of a great cultural institution is fittingly com­
memorated in an illustrated booklet entitled Minneapolis Public 
Library: Fifty Years of Service, 1889—1939 (60 p.) . I t was issued 
on December 16, the fiftieth anniversary of the city's first public 
library. The occasion was marked too by a dinner at which President 
Guy Stanton Ford of the University of Minnesota served as toast-
master, Miss Gratia A. Countryman, librarian emeritus, surveyed 
" Fifty Fruitful Years," and Christopher Morley discussed " Stream­
lines in Literature." The published history reflects the services of 
three distinguished librarians — Herbert Putnam, who built and 
opened the library's building and who later became librarian of the 
Library of Congress; James K. Hosmer, who laid the foundations for 
the library's vast collections; and Miss Countryman, who in thirty-
two years made of the library a city-wide institution. The vast sys­
tem of branch libraries and other agencies through which the library 
reaches the people are vividly illustrated on a map appearing in the 
booklet. Among the topics covered in this publication are the back­
grounds and beginning of the library, the growth of the book collec­
tion, the development of the professional staff, the reference service, 
and the extension service. A chronology gives a bird's-eye view of the 
institution's growth since 1889. 

The Minneapolis centennial (see ante 20 :460) was the subject of 
some remarks by Congressman Oscar Youngdahl in the national 
House of Representatives on October 2. These remarks, with a 
historical sketch of Minneapolis prepared by the centennial committee, 
appear in the Congressional Record for October 2. The city's " His-
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torical Background " is exploited also in a mimeographed Report of 
the Minneapolis Century Celebration, issued by the Minneapolis 
Civic Council and affiliated agencies (71 p . ) . This volume contains 
a detailed record of various aspects of the celebration — parades, pro­
grams presented in churches and schools, business displays, exhibits, 
entertainments, radio programs, visitors, historic sites marked for the 
occasion, and the like. 

The completion of 75 Years of Service by the First National Bank 
and Trus t Company of Minneapolis is the occasion for the publication 
of an illustrated booklet dealing with its history (27 p . ) . According 
to this sketch a state bank known as the Minneapolis Bank " was the 
first in Minneapolis to be reorganized as a national institution." At 
a meeeting of ten prominent citizens on December 12, 1864, an appli­
cation for a charter was drawn up and forwarded to Washington. 
After the charter was issued, the " First National Bank of Minne­
apolis opened its doors" on January 24, 1865. 

A member of the first class to study in the Minneapolis School of 
Fine Arts, Mrs . S. L. Sewall, recalls its beginnings in 1886 in the 
Minneapolis Star-Journal for October 2. A group photograph of the 
class accompanies the article. 

Tha t thirty doctors have practiced at Lake City since 1856 is 
brought out by Dr. W . F . Wilson in a survey of the " Physicians of 
Lake City " appearing in a recent booklet on the Lake City Municipal 
Hospital. Among the pioneer physicians whose careers are reviewed 
are Dr . Calvin D . Vilas, who practiced at Lake City from 1856 to 
1907, Dr . George R. Patton, Dr . John C. Adams, and many others. 
Included in the booklet also is a " History of Lake City Hospital." 
The pamphlet is issued as a supplement to the Lake City Graphic of 
November 16. 

" Changes in St. Mary's Nursing School," as revealed in a pro­
gram presented on October 25, are described in the Rochester Post-
Bulletin for October 26. The school, according to this account, 
opened in 1906 with a two-year course directed by Miss Anna Jamme; 
the course now takes from three to five years. A sketch of the career 
of Sister Mary Joseph, who served as superintendent of St. Mary's 
Hospital for forty-seven years, appears in the same issue of the Post-
Bulletin. 
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The story of the founding of Stewartville in Olmsted County by 
Charles Stewart, a pioneer from New York state, was reviewed re­
cently by his granddaughter, Mrs. William C. MacCarty of Rochester 
when she presented his portrait to the village. Her account of 
Stewart's career appears in the Rochester Post-Bulletin for October 31 . 

Later installments of Frank R. Jacobs' " Early History of Pelican 
Rapids" appear in the Pelican Rapids Press from October 5 to No­
vember 9 {see ante, 20 :465 ) . A large number of early settlers are 
listed and some biographical information about them is presented. 

Plans for a local historical museum, to be established at Mcintosh 
under the auspices of the high school American history class, are an­
nounced in the Thirteen Towns of Fosston for October 20. 

A five-section edition of the Faribault Daily News, issued on No­
vember 28 to commemorate its twenty-fifth anniversary, contains a 
wealth of material not only on the history of its home community, 
but on Rice County in general. The history of the paper, which was 
established on December 1, 1914, by Howard Bratton and C. J. 
Hunt, is the subject of a detailed review, which gives changes in name, 
describes the expansion of the plant and its buildings, and lists changes 
in personnel. There are numerous articles dealing with Faribault 
schools and institutions — Shattuck School, St. James School for boys, 
St. Mary's Hall for girls, Bethlehem Academy, the Minnesota State 
School for the Deaf, and the local high school. The Buckham Me­
morial Library and the city's numerous churches also receive attention. 
Manufacturing plants, which have grown steadily in number since 
the 1850's, are described; and the Rice County Fair and the Rice 
County Farm Bureau are the subjects of articles. Lengthy accounts 
of the two Northfield colleges — Carleton and St. Olaf — are in­
cluded in the issue, and a general survey of the Rice County rural 
schools is presented. Among smaller communities for which historical 
sketches are provided are Dundas, Nerstrand, Veseli, Morristown, 
and Lonsdale. 

A Masonic lodge at Northfield which celebrated its seventy-fifth 
anniversary on October 30 is the subject of a historical sketch in the 
Northfield Independent for November 2. Masonic meetings, accord­
ing to this account, were held in Northfield as early as 1861, but the 
local lodge did not receive its charter until 1864. 
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The backgrounds of rural communities in St. Louis County have 
been successfully exploited under a project sponsored by the leisure 
education department of the county's rural schools. A set of direc­
tions for a " Pioneer Reunion " dravm up by this department provides 
for a " historian's committee," which will collect and organize ma­
terial on the history of the community, and for committees on " heir­
looms, antiques, and curiosities " and on " old pictures, photographs, 
tintypes, paintings," and the like, which will arrange appropriate 
exhibits. How to plan the celebration and conduct the program 
also is explained in detail. The county's newer settlements, whose 
pioneers still are living, are particularly encouraged to conduct such 
celebrations. Information assembled by the " historian's committee " 
is whenever possible given permanent form in a multigraphed booklet. 
Such pamphlets were issued during the past summer for reunions held 
at Gheen on August 13 and in Vermilion Lake Township on August 
20. It is notable that the text of the latter is given both in English 
and Finnish. 

A chapter in Minnesota's musical history is sketched by Nathan 
Cohen in the Duluth Herald for December 30, to which he contrib­
utes an article entitled "City's Musical History Forges Ahead — 
for 70 Years." " It was in the early summer of 1869," writes Mr. 
Cohen, " that a group of townsfolk decided to hold the first concert — 
and in the upstairs of an unfinished store building, with wood planks 
as seats, the pioneers gathered to hear their first musical program." 
The program, which included a violin concerto, songs, ballads, and 
music on a melodeon, met with such great success that a second con­
cert was arranged a month later. The writer notes that even before 
the first concert, Duluth could boast of " four pianos and a music 
teacher — Mrs. James Hussey." String groups, small orchestras, 
bands, and choral groups of the 1880's and 1890's, and artists, opera 
companies, and symphony orchestras that visited Duluth also are 
noted. The boom of 1889 which resulted in the commercial devel­
opment of New Duluth is described by Mr. Cohen in the Duluth 
News-Tribune for December 17. He tells of the manufacturing era 
initiated by eastern speculators and the crash that followed the panic 
of 1893. Some recollections of Mrs. Sarah A. Larson of Duluth, 
whose father, John Smith, settled on the site of New Duluth in 1870, 
also are presented. 
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