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Every article displayed is accompanied by a descriptive label, which
dates it and gives the name of the donor.

The society has a notable collection of Rochester newspapers, cov-
ering a span of years from 1859 to 1912. Included are the City
News from 1859 to 1861, the Post from 1859 to 1912, and the
Olmsted County Democrat from 1866 to 1912. ‘The collection was
originally built up by Charles C. Willson, a pioneer Rochester lawyer.
‘The fact that the news items in these files have been indexed by work-
ers engaged in 2 WPA project indicates that the community as well
as the society appreciates the value of this collection. As many as
four workers were engaged in this work when the indexing was in
progress; at present two workers are consolidating the entries. It is
believed that the index, when completed, will save much wear and
tear on precious files.

Among the pictures displayed in the museum is a copy of Audu-
bon’s portrait of Nathaniel Rochester, founder of the city in New
York for which the Minnesota Rochester was named. Another por-
trait is that of George Head, who suggested the name for the Olm-
sted County city. David Olmsted, for whom the county is named,
also is represented by a portrait. Interesting lithographs of Roches-
ter, showing the city in 1868 and 1874, are on display. An unusual
photograph shows a train of covered wagons drawn by oxen on a
Rochester street in 1858.

A beginning has been made toward a manuscript collection, which
is now being arranged and catalogued. A few of the more spectacu-
lar items are on display. This collection seems to be particularly
rich in business records. It includes, for example, account books
kept by E. D. Buck for his store at High Forest in 1873-74, by D. J.
Bascomb for his shop at Oronoco from 1871 to 1880, and by W. W.
Ireland for a book store in Rochester from 1892 to 1895; personal
and agricultural accounts kept by Henry Bear of Eyota from 1848 to
1875; the day book of a grist mill at Oronoco in 1856; and records
of early hotels at Chatfield and Pleasant Grove.

The historical society is preserving the records of several local or-
ganizations —a literary society of the 1860’s, fraternal lodges of
Rochester and Pleasant Grove, the Women’s Christian Temperance
Union of Stewartville, and the Rochester Commercial Club. Among
the official records in the collection are the election returns of Kalmar
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Township for 1857, the justices’ dockets of High Forest for the years
from 1873 to 1907, and records of a number of rural school districts
for various periods between 1869 and 1933. Mention might be made
also of a Civil War diary and a collection of Spanish-American War
papers.

During the three months that followed the opening of the Olmsted
County museum, about thirteen hundred people who registered viewed
its exhibits. For the opening day, February 10, the register shows
377 names. Most of those who saw the museum on that day were
local residents; since that time, however, about eighty-five per cent
of its visitors have come from outside the county or the state. It is
therefore evident that a large number of the transients who seek
medical aid in Rochester are finding their way to this historical mu-
seum. Five states, Canada, and five Minnesota communities were
represented on the register for a day picked at random. Miss Leola
Amos is in charge of the museum, which is open every day except

Sundays and holidays from 10:00 A. M. to 4:00 p. M. B.L.H.

“The Settlement of Winnipeg and Its Influence on Minnesota
History ” was the subject of an address presented by Frank Long on
January 2 before a meeting of the Becker County Historical Society
at Detroit Lakes. He gave special attention to the trade between
the Canadian settlement and St. Paul over the Red River trails.

Dr. Arthur J. Larsen, superintendent of the Minnesota Historical
Society, was the principal speaker at the annual meeting of the Blue
Earth County Historical Society, which was held at Mankato on
March 11. Other recent meetings of this society were held at
Mapleton on January 31 and at Lake Crystal on February 27. At
the earlier meeting, which was sponsored by the Mapleton Woman's
Study Club, Mr. E. Raymond Hughes of Mankato read a paper on
“Steamboating on the Minnesota River.” It is published in full in
the Blue Earth County Enterprise of Mapleton for February 1.

“Fred Johnson’s Hobby Builds Museum That Becomes T'reasure
of New Ulm ” is the title of an article by Vivian Thorp appearing in
the Minneapolis Times-Tribune for February 26. As one of a series
of articles dealing with “interesting Minnesotans” and their con-
tributions to their state and their communities, it gives a place in this
category to the president of the Brown County Historical Society.
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Emphasis is placed upon Mr. Johnson’s notable collection of portraits
and autographs, which forms the nucleus of the society’s museum col-
lection, and to the handsome building in which, through his efforts,
it is housed.

A tour through the Walker Art Center of Minneapolis and an
address on its history by its director, Mr. D. D. Defenbacher, were
features of a meeting of the Hennepin County Historical Society held
on February 27. About a hundred and fifty people attended a dinner
meeting of the society at Hopkins on March 26. On this occasion
Mr. Archie Miller spoke on pioneer life in Hopkins and recalled that
members of his own family settled there in 1852, and Mr. Robert
Mayo presented an address on the “ Early Life of the Pond Broth-
ers,” pioneer missionaries to the Sioux. Plans for future meetings
of this unusually active society, at Robbinsdale, St. Louis Park, and
Bloomington, have been announced. The museum collection of this
organization continues to grow, and the need for a fireproof building in
which to house it is becoming more and more evident. A special dis-
play of museum objects, arranged in a store window in connection
with the Hopkins meeting, proved to be a popular attraction. An il-
lustrated article on the society’s museum appears in the Minneapolis
Times-Tribune for March 15.

The development of good roads in Minnesota from the days of the
bicycle to the modern automobile era was traced by Dr. Arthur J.
Larsen before a meeting of the Lake Pepin Valley Historical Society
at Lake City on February 13. Mr. Emil Bohmbach read a paper
on Colonel Jeptha Garrard’s pioneer experiments with flying ma-
chines at Frontenac. Plans were discussed for the society’s museum,
which has been opened in the Lake City library since the meeting. It
is open to visitors two evenings each week.

Appeals for additions to the collection of the Hutchinson Histori-
cal Society and notes on recent accessions, signed by Sophie P. White,
secretary of the society, have been appearing in the Hutchinson Leader
and the Hutchinson Banner. She calls upon residents of McLeod
County to go through ““those old trunks in the attic, those boxes in
the basement, those barrels and bundles in the garage” with a view
to locating objects that will illustrate life in the vicinity.
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The need for a historical museum in Nicollet County was stressed
at the annual banquet of the Nicollet County Historical Society,
which was held at St. Peter on January 11. More than a hundred
people were present to hear addresses and talks by Willoughby M.
Babcock, curator of the museum of the Minnesota Historical Society,
Judge Harry Johnson of Mankato, and Dr. E. C. Carlton of St.
Peter. Mr. Babcock described the buildings and rooms in which
other counties have housed historical museums, and he urged the
people of Nicollet County to preserve the records of their past in
adequate quarters. Mr. Henry N. Benson, president of the local
society, announced that a room in the basement of a bank had been
made available for storing museum objects until appropriate exhibit
rooms could be found. The complete text of Mr. Babcock’s address
appears in the 8¢. Peter Herald for January 19.

Objects from the collections of the Nobles County Historical So-
ciety have been recently placed on display in a showcase in the court-
house at Worthington. An appeal for appropriate museum objects
for the society and a description of some recent accessions appear in
the Worthington Daily Globe for January 9.

More than five hundred people were attracted to the museum of
the Olmsted County Historical Society by the open house and im-
pressive programs that marked its opening on February 10. The
museum, which is described ante, p. 213, was open to the public both
in the afternoon and the evening, and both occasions were marked
by programs of addresses and music. Among the speakers were Mr.
Burt W, Eaton, president of the society, who reviewed its history
since its organization in 1926 and described the years of effort that
have culminated in the present museum; Mr. Willoughby M. Bab-
cock, who spoke on “ Community Memory ”’; Mrs. Bunn T. Willson,
whaose activities in collecting and cataloguing material for the museum
have done much to make it a reality; and Mrs. J. E. Benedict of
Stewartville, who presented a reminiscent talk on pioneer life in
southern Minnesota, with some account of the experiences of her
grandparents in the Sioux War of 1862.

A hand bell used by a local missionary, C. W. Wilcox, who or-
ganized and conducted Sunday schools in various parts of Otter Tail
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County, is a recent acquisition of the Otter Tail County Historical
Society, according to the notes by its secretary, E. T'. Barnard, appear-
ing in the Fergus Falls Daily Journal for February 6. The society
hopes also to acquire a bell used in Fergus Falls since 1881 as a fire
and a school bell.

The construction of a historical museum on the grounds of the
Pipestone National Indian Shrine is being urged by the Pipestone
County Historical Society, under the leadership of its president, Mr.
H. A, Petschow. The society also is conducting a membership cam-
paign, and has called upon its township representatives to enroll mem-
bers in their districts.

The histories of “ Two Early Grist Mills in Pope County” are
outlined in an article prepared by the Pope County Historical Society
and published in the Glenwood Herald for February 1. The mills,
which were located at Lake Amelia and Marloue, were built about
1875. Early flour milling at Glenwood is the subject of a sketch
appearing in the Herald for January 25, and the mill established at
Terrace in the early 1870’s is described in the issue for March 7.

A recent addition to the list of county historical societies in Min-
nesota is that organized in Renville County on January 26. A meet-
ing held at Olivia resulted in the naming of J. R. Landy of Olivia
as president and S. B. Determan of Morton as secretary-treasurer.
Plans were made to assemble museum objects and display them in the
courthouse at Olivia. A committee appointed to draw up bylaws
and articles of incorporation reported at later meetings held on Feb-
ruary 10 and March 23. On the latter occasion, Mr. Victor Lawson
of Willmar, who has long been a member of the executive council of
the Minnesota Historical Society and has been closely identified with
local historical activity in Kandiyohi County, explained the possibilities
of a local society to a large and enthusiastic audience.

Bronze plaques that the Waseca County Historical Society plans
to place on the sites of the home of Asa G. Sutlief, a pioneer of 1854,
and the building in Wilton where the first county records were kept
were placed on display at a meeting of the society in Waseca on Janu-
ary 8. Mr. H. A, Panzram, president, and other officers of the so-
ciety were re-elected at this meeting.
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The work and aims of the Watonwan County Historical Society
were described by its president, Mr. George S. Hage of Madelia, in
a talk given before members of the St. James Rotary Club meeting on
March 19. Mr. Hage called attention to a picturesque windmill
that was operated as a grist mill in Odin Township from 1877 to
1905, and asked the co-operation of the Rotary Club in removing it
to St. James for permanent preservation.

At a meeting of the Wilkin County Historical Society at Brecken-
ridge on January 5, plans were discussed for a community building
which would house not only the society’s museum, but the public
library, county war veterans’ organizations, and an auditorium.

LocaL History ITEMS

An early Becker County rural school, erected in Lake Park Town-
ship about 1873, is recalled by Miss Nellie Childs, who taught in
the crude structure in 1877 and 1878, in an interview reported in the
Detroit Lakes Tribune for January 25. “ Log benches, 2 homemade
pine table and a small blackboard were the building’s justification for
being called a schoolhouse,” according to Miss Childs. Pictures of
the log schoolhouse of the seventies, which is still standing, and of the
present district school accompany the article.

Under the heading “ We Are Learning to Know Our Commu-
nity,” in the Minnesota Journal of Education for February, Clarice
Haukebo tells of an interesting local history project that she conducted
in a Clay County district school. After reading the recollections
of a local pioneer, Ola Thortvedt, her pupils interviewed living
pioneers and their descendants, visited a pioneer cabin containing
furniture and equipment used by early settlers, collected furniture and
utensils illustrative of pioneer life, built the scenery for a pioneer
cabin, and wrote and produced a play of pioneer life in Clay County.
For six weeks all English, art, and social studies for at least three
grades centered about this community study. The play was pre-
sented as the closing program of the year at the Gunderson School.
With Miss Haukebo’s account appear pictures of some of the scenes
that her pupils studied and of the activities in which they engaged.

“The Oldest Settlement in Cottonwood County ”’ is the somewhat
misleading title of a narrative by H. O. Hendrikson of Portland,
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Oregon, which has been appearing in installments in the Cottonwood
County Citizen of Windom since January 31. Actually, this is an
account of the early history of the county, with records of Indian
tribes that have occupied its area, exploration of the region, early
settlement, the organization of the county, the origin of its name,
participation in the Sioux War, the census of 1857, and the like.
The careers of fur traders, such as Henry H. Sibley and James W.
Lynd, are described in the installment appearing on March 6; the
activities of the Dakota Land Company of 1856 are reviewed in the
issue of March 13; some information on settlement published on
March 20 is drawn from records preserved in the general land office
in Washington. It is interesting to note that the author, a former
resident of Minnesota, draws upon such sources as contemporary
newspapers, letters, and reminiscences of pioneers.

In the Mountain Lake Observer for February 15, Mrs. B. N,
Hiebert calls attention to the passing of a decade since the Mountain
Lake Public Library was established as a project of the Tuesday
Study Club. She tells of the organization of the club in 1926, of
the fifty books ordered in 1930 that formed a nucleus for the public
library, and of its later progress and growth.

The minutes of the village and city councils of Brainerd have been
drawn upon for a series of articles dealing with the ““ Birth of Brai-
nerd’s City Government,” the first of which appears in the Brainerd
Daily Dispatch for February 17. Among the subjects covered are
the organization of the first city council on January 11, 1873; the
activities of the first mayor, Eber H. Bly, and the aldermen who
served with him; the hook and ladder company which served as a fire
department in the seventies; and the transformation from a city to a
town government in 1876.

Under the heading  Fillmore Ghost Towns Were Once Vital
Pioneer Centers,” historical accounts of the interesting communities
of Carimona and Forestville appear in the Spring Valley Tribune for
January 11.  Carimona is described as the first county seat and an im-
portant stagecoach station; Forestville is distinguished as the site of a
general store opened in 1853 by Felix Meighen. The store, which is
still standing, is described in some detail, and an account of the ac-
tivities of members of the Meighen family in the locality is presented.
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The arrival in Albert Lea in 1869 of Charles R. Ransom and the
growth of the grocery concern that he established there are described
in an article on the “Story of the Ransom Families” which appears
in the Evening Tribune of Albert Lea for March 13. By 1890, ac-
cording to this account, the Ransom Brothers Company had become
exclusively a wholesale grocery business. Photographs of the staff of
the latter concern and of the building in which it was operated ac-
company the article.

The twenty-fifth anniversary of the Woman’s Club of Mound is
marked, in the Minnetonka Pilot of March 21, by the publication of
a chronological review of its activities and accomplishments since its
organization in 1915. In the same issue is a brief outline of the his-
tory of the Minnesota Federation of Women’s Clubs.

An elaborately illustrated edition of the Chimes, a publication of
the Salem English Lutheran Church of Minneapolis, commemorates
the fiftieth anniversary of the founding of the church (1939). The
stories of its organization, of the building of the first church in 1889,
and of the beginnings of the Sunday school and the Ladies’ Aid Society
are reviewed in some detail. Accounts of the services of various pas-
tors are included. Special attention is given to the career of the Rev-
erend George H. Trabert, who served the congregation from 1897
to 1920.

The eighty-fifth anniversary of the founding of the Hokah Chief
is the occasion for the publication of a review of its history by its
editor, H. E. Wheaton, in the issue for March 21. He relates that
the paper was established as the Minnesota Leader in the spring of
1855, when Charles Reynolds took a printing outfit to Hokah on the
invitation of Edward and Clark W. Thompson. Among later pub-
lishers whose activities are described are Hiram Ostrander, who gave
the paper its present name, Henry L. Hohl, and Wesley S. Moe.

Many phases of the history of the schools of Willmar are touched
upon in articles appearing in the Willmar Daily Tribune for January
22. Included are accounts of the pioneer period, from 1871 to 1878;
of the growth and development of the system from 1878 to the pres-
ent; of the first teacher, Miss Alma Willey; and of the first graduate,
Mattie A. Brown, who received her diploma in 1882. Lists of mem-
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bers of the board of education from 1904 to 1939, of superintendents
and teachers, and graduates from 1882 to 1905 also appear in the
issue. ‘The history of the Willmar post office, which was established in
1869 when the railroad reached the community, is outlined in the
Tribune for March 20.

Einar Hoidale is the author of a number of interesting articles
dealing with pioneer life in Lac qui Parle County, which have been
appearing in recent issues of the Dawson Sentinel. The first, in the
issue of February 9, tells of the emigration from Norway of the
Hoidale family, of their arrival in Lac qui Parle County in 1879, of
the homestead near Dawson with its crude frontier cabin, and of living
conditions in the early eighties. The building of the railroad in 1884
and the resulting mushroom growth of Dawson are described in a
second article, published on March 15. In the third article, appear-
ing on March 29, Mr. Hoidale names many of the early residents of
Dawson.

‘The beginnings of settlement in Le Sueur County are reviewed by
C. A. Rasmusson in the Le Sueur News-Herald for January 24. He
describes the founding of the rival villages that eventually combined
to form the city of Le Sueur, tells of early hotels and other local enter-
prises, and lists other communities that have developed in the county.

How the city of Fairmont acquired its parks is explained in the
Fairmont Daily Sentinel for February 28. The record begins with
the year 1894, when Sylvania Park was purchased by the city. Later
purchases of land and gifts to the city for park purposes also are listed.
A “certificate of exemption” issued to John H. Johnson of Nevada
in Martin County in 1864 after he had been drafted for Civil War
service is the subject of an article in the Sentizel for March 30. The
certificate, dated at Rochester and signed by Dr. William W. Mayo,
was found among the papers of the late Lovisa Johnson.

Accounts of many incidents of pioneer life in Mower County and
Austin are woven into a narrative by Mrs. A. G. Thompson which
appears in installments in the dustin Daily Herald for January 20,
February 3 and 17, and March 12, 16, and 30. It revolves about
the story of the “oldest building in Austin,” the old Headquarters
Building, which was erected eighty-four years ago and was originally
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used for town meetings, social gatherings, church services, concerts,
and the like. Among the events described by Mrs. Thompson are
the fight between Austin and Frankford for the county seat, the coun-
ty’s participation in the Civil and Sioux wars, and the incorporation
of Austin.

“Interesting Bits of Local History ”’ that are revealed in old pro-
grams, menus, tickets, letter heads, bill heads, and the like are set
forth in an article appearing in the 8t. Peter Herald for March 1.
It seems to be based upon an interesting collection of early Nicollet
County printed items, though unfortunately no mention is made of its
location. Some reminiscences of Mrs. Regina Pettijohn, who served
as a printer’s devil in a St. Peter newspaper office half a century ago,

are published in the Herald for February 28.

The January issue of the Redeemer Record commemorates the
fiftieth anniversary of the Lutheran Church of the Redeemer of St.
Paul, by which it is published. The number includes a history of
the church, accounts of the services of pastors, and pictures of the
buildings that it has occupied since 1890.

An account of the early settlement and organization of Red Lake
County, written by Charles E. Boughton, Sr., in 1901, appears in the
Red Lake Falls Gazette for February 29. Since the history of this
county has not been the subject of a published volume, the present
article, written only five years after the organization of the county,
has interest and value for all who seek information about northwestern
Minnesota.

The earliest settlement of Sacred Heart Township by a group of
Scandinavians from Rushford in southern Minnesota is described by
O. O. Enestvedt in the Sacred Heart News for January 11. He tells
of the journey in covered wagons to the new lands on the Minnesota
River in 1866, giving special attention to the family of Thor Helge-
son. Mr. Enestvedt records that a daughter of this pioneer, Mrs.
Emil Johnson, still lives on the farm where her father settled.

The story of the Masonic Order in Minnesota is sketched as a
background for a detailed history of the Tonic Lodge No. 186, 4. F. &
A.M. of Duluth, by Stanley L. Mack, issued to commemorate its
fiftieth anniversary (Duluth, 1940. 208 p.). A general account of
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Masonic organization in Minnesota is followed by reviews of activi-
ties in Duluth for each year from 1889 to 1939. Included in the
volume also are biographical sketches of the thirty charter members
of the Ionic Lodge, of its past masters and present officers, and a
“World War Honor Roll.”

Records of the “ First and Last Homesteads in Swift County,” for
which applications were filed on May 23, 1865, and June 11, 1901,
are presented in a brief article by C. Stewart Peterson which appears
in the Swift County Monitor of Benson for February 2. These
homestead applications were located by the writer in the general
land office of the department of the interior in Washington.

Four charter members of the Arlington Club of Winona partici-
pated in a celebration marking its fiftieth anniversary on February 26.
The club was organized with fourteen members in 1890. The his-
tory of this businessmen’s social organization is reviewed in the
Winona Republican-Herald for February 24.
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