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the value to the county of a local historical organization. Among 
those appearing on later programs were M r . H . H . Aspden of Chan-
hassen, who spoke on the early settlement of the county, and M r . J . 
M . Aretz of St. Paul, who told of the contributions of various racial 
groups that have settled in this area. The latter speaker "urged 
whole-hearted support of the society and recommended not only col­
lection and preservation of relics but the propagation of facts concern­
ing the hopes, aspirations, and experiences of early settlers." 

The work of excavating historic sites in the vicinity of Chippewa-
Lac qui Parle State Park has been started, according to an announce­
ment in the Montevideo American for June 14. Th e progress of the 
work is reviewed in the same paper for June 21 . T h e project, 
which is being sponsored by the Minnesota division of state parks and 
the Chippewa County Historical Society, is described ante, p. 207. 

" Every one of the 2,875 objects in the Clay county historical mu­
seum," writes Crane Rosenbaum in the Moorhead Daily News for 
May 18, "has a story of pioneer life to tell." They are "mute evi­
dence of the tools which pioneers used, the clothes they wore and the 
furniture with which they filled their houses." T h e writer points 
out that the Clay County Historical Society is preserving also the 
" words of the pioneers themselves," which are to be found in its 
manuscript collection. Books, pictures, and manuscripts owned by 
the society, he notes, are in constant use; among those who have con­
sulted them recently are members of local college classes and an 
author from Winnipeg. 

M r . Fred E. Lawshe was re-elected president of the Dakota 
County Historical and Archeological Society at a meeting held at 
South St. Paul on June 4. At the same meeting, Mrs . R. F . Nelson 
was named vice-president, M r . Charles T . Burnley, secretary, and 
M r . Thomas Canton, treasurer. A paper on the early history of 
Dakota County was presented by H . W . Kohlepp. Plans were 
made for a special historical exhibit at the county fair at Farmington 
in the fall. The society also hopes to locate exactly the site of the 
Sioux village of Kaposia and to erect a marker there. 

Plans for reorganizing the Douglas County Historical Society and 
building up its museum collection, outlined at Alexandria on April 
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15, were followed by the enrollment of more than sixty new mem­
bers. At a regular meeting of the society, held at Alexandria on 
May 3, the following officers were elected: M r . Lewis Baker, presi­
dent ; Mrs. Victor Skoglund, treasurer; and Miss Lorayne Larson, 
treasurer. The society plans to maintain a display of museum ob­
jects from its collections in the library at Alexandria, and to arrange 
less extensive exhibits in the courthouse and the local Chamber of 
Commerce. Seven new display cases have recently been added to 
the society's equipment; it is preparing a catalog of materials in its 
collections; and it has issued an appeal to citizens of the county to 
present items of historic interest and value. 

The Fillmore County Historical Society has collected more than 
six hundred objects and a hundred pictures of local historical interest, 
and it is making plans for their display in a museum, according to an 
announcement in the Rochester Post-Bulletin for May 11. These 
collections are now being kept by the society's president, Mr . John C. 
Mills, in his home at Preston. 

Governor Harold E. Stassen was the principal speaker at a meeting 
of the Hennepin County Historical Society held at Robbinsdale on 
April 11, the second anniversary of the founding of the society. He 
stressed the importance of preserving the records of pioneer life and 
noted the educational value of museums like that established and 
maintained by the Hennepin County society. A group of objects 
from the society's collections was placed on display in a local drug­
store in connection with the meeting. About a hundred people at­
tended a dinner meeting of the society at St. Louis Park on May 21, 
when Mrs. Louise H . Watson spoke on " Pioneering in St. Louis 
Pa rk" and R. J . Landon reviewed the " Topography of Hennepin 
County.'' The society's annual tour, which was held on June 22, 
included visits to the Steven's House, the Soldiers' Home, the Round 
Tower at Fort Snelling, and the Sibley House at Mendota. It was 
brought to a close at the Tapping farm at Bloomington, where din­
ner was served and a program of talks was presented. Early scenes 
and settlers in Bloomington Township were recalled by Mrs. A. E. 
Tapping, and Judge Vince A. Day spoke on " Making Modern His­
tory." Nearly a thousand visitors were received by the society's mu­
seum during the week of May 20. 
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The name of the Kandiyohi County Old Settlers Association was 
changed to the Kandiyohi County Historical Society at a meeting held 
at New London on June 14. The following officers were elected to 
serve for the coming year: A. P. Bergeson, president; Martin Leaf, 
first vice-president; J. A. Jenson, second vice-president; and A. O. 
Forsberg, secretary-treasurer. 

The suggestion that a museum similar to that of the Roseau 
County Historical Society at Roseau should be established at Hallock 
in Kittson County is made in the Kittson County Enterprise for 
April 10. Plans for a new city hall are being made at Hallock, and 
it is hoped to reserve space in it for a historical museum. The 
Enterprise includes a detailed description of the museum at Roseau 
and urges residents of Hallock to visit it. 

Some recent additions to the collection of the Lake Pepin Valley 
Historical Society, which has its museum in the basement of the 
library in Lake City, are described in the Lake City Graphic for 
April 18. Among them are several pieces of early telephone equip­
ment. 

Both the Hutchinson Banner and the Hutchinson Leader are in­
cluding columns devoted to the activities of the local historical society, 
which in the latter paper is designated as the " Hutchinson Chapter " 
of the McLeod County Historical Society. Some interesting and 
revealing comments are included in this column, which is prepared 
by Mrs. Sophie P. White, secretary of the society. For example, in 
the Banner for April 26, she notes that after reading one of these 
articles, Mrs. Edward Sitz of Lynn recalled that " up in the attic in 
an old trunk formerly belonging to her grandmother, Mrs. Judith 
M. Pendergast, there were some old papers." These proved to be 
eight copies of the rare Hutchinson Enterprise, the city's first news­
paper, including the first issue, dated June 11, 1874. The papers 
have now been added to the historical society's collection. They were 
displayed, with other early McLeod County papers, at a meeting of 
the society held on May 11. The program, with W. F. Schilling of 
Northfield as the principal speaker, was designed especially to appeal 
to the editors of the county. Writing in the Leader for April 26, 
Mrs. White reminds her readers that the Hutchinson society's mu­
seum collection "does not and should not consist entirely of old 
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things. More stress is laid on old things because they are disappear­
ing so fast," she writes. " But every period is an interesting one," she 
continues, " and books, clothing, furniture, dolls, games, fixtures and 
gadgets of all kinds that illustrate it are more than welcome." 

The story of " Indian Troubles and Wars in Morrison and Ad­
joining Counties " is outlined by Val E. Kasparek in the Little Falls 
Daily Transcript for April 13. Sioux-Chippewa warfare in the vi­
cinity, the difficulties with the Chippewa that accompanied the Sioux 
Outbreak of 1862, relations with the Winnebago, and the line of 
Chippewa chiefs who bore the name Hole-in-the-Day are among the 
subjects touched upon. 

A room in the basement of the First National Bank at St. Peter 
has been equipped for the use of the Nicollet County Historical So­
ciety, which has arranged a display of museum objects there. Several 
cases of objects formerly on display in the courthouse have been re­
moved to the new quarters, and additional cases have been installed. 
Among recent gifts to the society are a large photograph of St. Peter 
in 1868, a candle lantern and candle holders used at St. Peter in the 
1880's, a number of Indian objects, and other items, presented by 
Mr. C. Harry Hedberg of Cannon Falls; and several views of the 
Minnesota River flood of 1881, received from M r . E. R. Moore of 
Kent, Washington. 

Provision for remodeling the foyer of the courthouse at Worthing­
ton to provide display space for the collections of the Nobles County 
Historical Society was made by the county board early in April, 
according to an announcement in the Worthington Daily Globe for 
April 11. T w o alcoves have been enclosed in glass and fitted with 
shelves and racks for display purposes. Special arrangements for 
lighting have been made in the " display alcoves," which are just in­
side the front entrance of the courthouse. 

According to local estimates, several thousand people attended an 
unusually successful summer meeting and picnic of the Otter Tail 
County Historical Society on Stalker Lake in Tordenskjold Town­
ship on June 30. The early history of the tovmship was reviewed by 
Ole Sageng, and the story of banking in the county was outlined by 
Elmer E. Adams. Among other speakers on the program were Mar­
tin Rosvold, Adolph Glorvigen, and White Cloud, a Chippewa In-
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dian. A feature of the meeting was the dedication of a marker, 
calling attention to the fact that Tordenskjold, " one of Minnesota's 
vanished towns," was made the county seat in 1870. A picture of 
the marker and a copy of the inscription appear in the Fergus Falls 
Daily Journal for July 6. 

The Pope County Historical Society's collection now includes 344 
museum objects, 66 pictures, and 664 biographies of pioneers, accord­
ing to a report of its activities during the past year published in the 
Glenwood Herald for May 2. Among its other activities has been 
the preparation of an index to a file of the Herald covering the years 
from 1900 to 1910. Articles prepared by workers engaged in the 
society's WPA project appear from time to time in the Pope County 
newspapers. They are responsible for a history of the Glenwood fire 
department, the first installment of which appears in both the Herald 
and the Pope County Tribune of Glenwood for April 25. 

The county commissioners of Renville County agreed to finance 
the building of cases for the display of the collections of the Renville 
County Historical Society at a joint meeting of the society's board and 
the commissioners held at Olivia on April 17. The cases will be 
installed in the courthouse at Olivia. A committee of the society was 
appointed to supervise the building and arrangement of the cases. 

Dr. Grace Lee Nute, curator of manuscripts on the staff of the 
Minnesota Historical Society, was the principal speaker at the spring 
meeting of the Rice County Historical Society, which was held at 
Northfield on May 16. She took as her subject the "detective 
work " involved in historical research, and told of some of her discov­
eries among the manuscripts of the Minnesota society and in other 
depositories here and abroad. Plans were announced for a summer 
meeting of the Rice County society, to be held at Lonsdale. Under 
the sponsorship of the society, workers engaged in a WPA project are 
making an index for Northfield newspapers preserved in the local 
library. According to the Northfield Independent of May 30, they 
have now completed the index through 1931 and have prepared about 
185,000 cards. 

Nearly five hundred people attended the annual picnic of the Todd 
County Historical Society, which was held at Horseshoe Lake near 
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Long Prairie on June 23. An address by the Reverend George 
Ranch was a feature of the program. 

A tour of historic sites and buildings in the village of Newport 
was made by members of the Washington County Historical Society 
who attended the organization's annual picnic on June 22. Mrs . 
Mary Bailey spoke on the old Methodist camp ground at Red Rock, 
near Newport, a site that the society hopes to preserve as a park. 

LOCAL HISTORY ITEMS 

The fact that " questions about property are nothing new in the 
census" is brought out in an article in the New Ulm Review for 
April 4. It is based upon the "official 1860 census record book for 
Brown county, one of the most precious possessions of the New Ulm 
Historical museum." Information about the occupations and nation­
alities of New Ulm residents of 1860 has been drawn from the census. 

The fiftieth anniversary of the founding of the Norwood Times 
and a local "Pioneer Days" celebration on May 18 and 19 were the 
occasions for the publication on May 17 of a special anniversary edi­
tion of the Carver County paper. The story of the founding of the 
Times by Joseph W . Craven in the spring of 1890 is set forth in an 
article which reviews in some detail the history of the paper. In­
cluded in the issue also are historical sketches of local schools and 
churches, of pioneer business concerns, of the community fire depart­
ment, and an account of motoring in the early days of the automo­
bile. 

A bronze marker set in a substantial stone monument has been 
erected on the site of Pine Bend, an abandoned village of the 1850's, 
by the National Youth Administration in co-operation with the Minne­
sota highway department. The inscription gives the information 
that the "cornfields and village of the Sioux chief Medicine Bottle 
occupied the land between this point and the river from 1838 to 
1852," and that the marker "stands on the abandoned roadbed of the 
St. Paul and Southern Railway." A picture of the monument, a 
copy of the inscription, and some information about the " ghost town " 
of Pine Bend appear in the Dakota County Tribune of Farmington 
for May 17. 
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A detailed narrative of pioneer life in Greenvale Township by a 
pioneer settler, Thomas C. Hodgson, appears in the Dakota County 
Tribune of Farmington for May 10. Most of the events recorded 
occurred in the winter of 1854—55. An interview vnth Mrs. Lizetta 
Gross, who has lived at Inver Grove for more than eighty years, is 
reported in the Tribune for June 14. To the issue for May 3, 
Mrs. Wallace Wood contributes an interesting chapter in the history 
of local baseball, reviewing the story of the teams at Castle Rock 
since 1875. 

The exploration of the Freeborn County area in 1835 by the army 
officer for whom Albert Lea was named was celebrated in the south­
ern Minnesota city from June 5 to 8. The occasion, which was des­
ignated " Colonel Albert Lea Days," was marked by the publication 
on May 27 of a " Commemorative Issue " of the Evening Tribune of 
Albert Lea (48 p.). Featured in this elaborately illustrated section 
is Lester W. Spicer's " Story of Colonel Albert Lea," in which 
emphasis is given to the exploring soldier's visits to southern Minne­
sota in 1835 and 1879. The author explains the significance of 
Lea's Notes on the Wisconsin Territory, published at Philadelphia 
in 1836, tells of the explorer's participation in the Civil War, and 
relates the story of his visit to the city that bears his name in 1879. 
Another article is devoted to the career of George S. Ruble, the 
" Man Who Started Us Going " by settling on the site of Albert Lea 
in 1855 and building a sawmill. "The Story of Our County," an 
account of " Contests for the County Seat," the history of Spring 
Lake Park, an account of Fountain Lake, the career of Dr. A. C. 
Wedge, and the activities of Francis Hall, who served as the first 
mayor of Albert Lea, are among the subjects of other articles in this 
issue of the Tribune. 

The fiftieth anniversary of " Minnesota's First Co-operative 
Creamery " was celebrated at Clarks Grove on June 15. The history 
of the creamery, which was organized on January 28, 1890, and 
began operating on May 5 of the same year, is outlined in the Evening 
Tribune of Albert Lea for June 11. The part played by the Danes 
in the co-operative movement in Minnesota is illustrated by the fact 
that during its first four years the minutes of the Clarks Grove 
creamery were recorded in Danish. The number of pounds of butter 
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made by the creamery in each year from 1890 to 1939 and the 
amounts paid to patrons are given in a table appearing in the same 
issue of the Tribune. Of interest also is an account, by S. P. Fog-
dall, of the Baptist church at Clarks Grove. 

Of interest both to students of the history of agricultural imple­
ments and of the industrial development of the Northwest is an 
article on the Minneapolis-Moline Power Implement Company, pub­
lished to mark its seventy-fifth anniversary in the Minneapolis Star-
Journal for April 7. The beginnings of the three concerns that were 
consolidated in 1929 to form the present company are described. 
They had their origins in 1865, 1886, and 1902 at Moline, Illinois, 
Hopkins, and Minneapolis. Another Minneapolis corporation, the 
Minneapolis Street Railway Company, is the subject of a historical 
review in the Star-Journal for April 14. 

Among the numerous items of historical interest recently included 
in the Grand Rapids Herald-Review's column, " Up in This Neck of 
the Woods," is one in the issue of May 22 dealing with the history 
of Effie. This community, which recently voted to incorporate as a 
village, can trace its beginnings only to 1904, and most of the people 
there are " original homesteaders" or their children. The writer 
notes that many of the early settlers in this section of Itasca County 
came from Wright County, farther south. 

The seventy-fifth anniversary of the founding of the village of 
New London was marked by a three-day celebration from June 12 
to 14. It was the occasion also for the publication, in the Willmar 
Daily Tribune of June 10, of a number of interesting articles about 
the history of the community. They tell of the founding and naming 
of the town by Louis Larson, of the " four years that New London 
was the county seat of Monongalia county"; of early business insti­
tutions, and especially the development of milling and dairying; and 
of the early schools of the community. 

The " First Population Census " of Hallock was taken by 
Mr. Axel Lindegard "under his own auspices in 1889," according 
to the Kittson County Enterprise of Hallock for May 15. The ac­
count is based upon Mr . Lindegard's recollections of the local popula­
tion, which he asserts consisted of 275 people in 1889. At the time 
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he also drew a map of the town, " showing its principal streets and 
avenues . . . each residence and place of business," and this is still in 
his possession. 

The " Political Turmoil of the Nineties," particularly in Lac qui 
Parle County, is recalled by Einar Hoidale in an article in the Daw­
son Sentinel for April 12. Mr. Hoidale describes the early interest 
in the Farmers' Alliance that led him to establish a newspaper in its 
support — the Western Guard — at Dawson in 1891. 

A history of the Lake City fire department, originally presented 
by Mrs. Elton Lamb before a meeting of the Lake Pepin Valley 
Historical Society in December, 1936, is published in the Lake City 
Graphic for April 4. The writer points out that the local fire 
department was organized in 1875 following two disastrous fires 
earlier in the year. 

An important chapter in the recent agricultural history of one sec­
tion of the Minnesota Valley is reviewed in great detail by E. M. 
Nelson in the St. Peter Herald for June 7, where he presents a his­
tory of the Nicollet County Farm Bureau Association. The account 
is published to mark the twenty-fifth anniversary of the bureau, which 
was organized on February 5, 1915. Mr. Nelson describes the 
varied activities in which the bureau has engaged and tells of the 
leaders of this work in Nicollet County. He also relates the story 
of the beginning and development of 4-H Club work in the county. 

A monument commemorating the Finnish pioneers of New York 
Mills was unveiled in that community on June 2. A bronze plate on 
a shaft of granite bears an inscription in " memory of the Finnish 
pioneers who settled in this region in 1874 and later years" and who 
contributed in large measure to the agricultural development of the 
region. 

A booklet recently compiled by workers engaged in the writers' 
project of the WPA and published under the auspices of the Minne­
sota department of education is the Mayors of St. Paul. 1850-1940. 
Including the First Three Town Presidents (1940. 73 p.). An 
introductory section deals briefly with the " Historical Background " 
of the city's government, from its incorporation as a town in the 
autumn of 1849 and as a city in 1854 to the adoption of the commis-
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sion plan in 1912. This is followed by sketches, each accompanied 
by a portrait, of the thirty-three men who have guided the city's 
destinies since 1850. The first three — Dr. Thomas R. Potts, Robert 
Kennedy, and Bushrod W . Lott — served as presidents of the town 
board; the remaining thirty were mayors of the city. 

The seventy-fifth anniversary of the Children's Service of St. Paul 
is being marked this year, according to the June issue of the organiza­
tion's publication Children's Service. The history of this pioneer 
social agency is reviewed by Judith Corning, who reveals that it had 
its origin as a Protestant orphan asylum in 1865. In 1932 it was 
merged with the children's department of the local United Charities, 
and three years later it was organized under its present name. Meth­
ods of support used during the years, the erection of a building in 
1885, and other phases of the history of the service are touched upon 
by the writer. 

Professor Leonard S. Wilson of Carleton College is the author of 
an article on " Faribault, Minnesota: The Sequent Occupance of a 
Representative Landscape Unit," which appears in the Proceedings 
of the Minnesota Academy of Science for 1939. He shows that the 
various stages in the development of this Minnesota community were 
dependent upon geographic factors, from the "first period of settle­
ment . . . characterized by fur trading with local tribes," through 
an era of lumbering, to an agricultural period marked by the " con­
version of the saw mills to grist mills." The writer points out, how­
ever, that " The railroads which contributed to the early advantage 
Faribault held over its local competitors later aided in the decline of 
the town as a wheat center," for the "speeding up of freight, com­
bined with rate reductions, made for the concentration of milling in 
the Twin Cities." 

" It may fairly be said that the history of Rock county is written 
in the files of The Herald," reads an editorial in the Rock County 
Herald of Luverne for April 5. With this issue, the pioneer Rock 
County newspaper marks the completion of sixty-seven years of pub­
lication. Thus for " 67 of the 73 years since the first settler arrived 
in Rock county," the paper "has chronicled the life of the county, its 
growth and development." A brief account of its history appears in 
the anniversary issue. 
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Lumber operations in the Bear River Valley are described in an 
article entitled " King Timber Once Was a Powerful Giant of the 
North," appearing in the Hibbing Daily Tribune for May 21. It 
is of interest to note that most of the lumbering in this area of 
northern Minnesota has been done since 1900. Companies and indi­
viduals interested in these operations, methods used, and the types of 
timber cut are mentioned. Lumbering has continued in this district, 
and " today pulpwood and matchwood timber are being cut," accord­
ing to this account. 

Some interesting bits of information about the early history of 
St. Cloud, gleaned from letters written between 1855 and 1857 by 
Warren B. Crane, are presented in an article by his grandson, Bur-
dette Crane Maercklein, in the St. Cloud Daily Times for May 2. 
The letters were discovered recently at Hartford, Connecticut, among 
family papers. The pioneer St. Cloud resident tells of trips to and 
from the frontier community, of the house that he built there, and of 
incidents in his life there. 

Seventy-two pages of historical material issued in four sections 
appear with the Appleton Press of May 10 to mark the paper's six­
tieth anniversary. The paper was established as the Riverside Press 
on April 3, 1880; three years later it began publication under its 
present name. Most of the material appearing in the anniversary 
number has been gleaned from files of the Press preserved in its home 
office. A sketch of the early history of the township is reprinted from 
the issue of March 28, 1884, and much space is devoted to chronologi­
cally arranged items of local interest. Included also are special ar­
ticles on the problem of water conservation and flood control on the 
upper Minnesota River, the history of the local schools, and many 
other subjects. 

An interesting local historical museum has been opened in the 
H. C. Bull Memorial Library at Cokato. In addition to a large 
number of original objects used by the pioneer settlers of Wright 
County, the museum has a collection of miniatures prepared by Mr. 
Carl Good of Stockholm Township. Included are a replica of his 
childhood home in this community, where his parents settled in 1869, 
and models of many of the implements used by the frontier farmer. 
Mr. and Mrs. R. M. Peterson of Cokato are in charge of the mu­
seum, which had a special open house on May 29. 
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