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her later experiences as a teacher in the country schools of Aitkin 
County and later as county superintendent of schools. A picture of 
the cart and pony that she used to traverse the rough roads of the 
locality while occupying the latter position appears with the article. 

The route followed by the Red River trail through Anoka County 
is being traced by P. A. Paulson of Anoka and will eventually be 
marked, according to an announcement in the Anoka Union for Sep­
tember 4. Some early maps showing roads and trails in the vicinity 
are being used by M r . Paulson in connection with the work. 

The twenty-fifth anniversary of the founding of the Blackduck 
Co-operative Creamery is the occasion for the publication of several 
articles about its history in the Blackduck American for July 11. 
The Beltrami County community's public library, which had its origin 
in 1908, is the subject of a sketch in the American for September 5. 

Mankato at the turn of the century is the setting for Maud Hart 
Lovelace's newest book, Betsy-Tacy (New York, 1940). An excel­
lent picture of social life in the Minnesota Valley community is pre­
sented in this delightful story for children. 

Many phases of Clay County and Red River Valley history are 
exploited in the Country Press of Moorhead for September 6, which 
is a fiftieth anniversary edition. Most of the articles of historical 
interest appear in a forty-eight-page supplement, in which the story of 
the paper itself, which was founded in Barnesville as the Independent 
in 1890 and removed to Moorhead in 1891, appears as the leading 
article. Tha t the first Clay County newspaper appeared at Glyndon 
in June, 1872, is brought out in a survey of thirty-one publications 
launched before the turn of the century. There is an accoimt of the 
beginning of settlement in Clay County and of its organization in 
1872, an article on the founding of Moorhead, and several dealing 
with special features of its development, such as the schools, the park 
system, and the post office. Agriculture receives its share of attention, 
with articles on spring wheat raising and the development of bonanza 
farms, on the growth in importance of the potato crop, and on truck 
gardening. Sketches of a number of Clay County communities are in­
cluded— Ulen, Glyndon, Hawley, Hitterdal, Felton, Barnesville — 
and the story of the English Yoevil colony of 1873 is reviewed. 
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Considerable space is devoted to an account of the Hudson's Bay 
Company's post at Georgetown; much of the material presented is 
quoted from a report received from the company in London by the 
Clay County Historical Society. The resources of this local society 
were used extensively in the preparation of the anniversary issue, and 
a special article dealing with its activities is included. 

A wealth of material about Cook County is made available by 
Darrell H . Davis in an article entitled " Return of the Forest in 
Northeastern Minnesota," which appears in Economic Geography 
for April. Some attention is given to early settlement, especially at 
Grand Portage and Grand Marais, and the growth and racial com­
position of the population are discussed. The bulk of the article, 
however, is devoted to economic conditions in this part of the Arrow­
head, with sections on agrictilture, commercial fishing, the resort in­
dustry, and lumbering. 

T he review of Dakota County history prepared by the Miimesota 
Historical Records Survey for its inventory of the archives of that 
county (see ante. p. 327) is reprinted in installments in the Dakota 
County Tribune of Farmington from July 19 to 26. 

The beginnings of the First Presbyterian Church of Preston are 
recorded in a pamphlet issued to commemorate its seventy-fifth anni­
versary (1940. 1 5 p . ) . From its early records are drawn an aax>unt 
of the organization of the church in June, 1865, and a list of the 
original members. 

The history of the Round Prairie Norwegian Lutheran Church in 
Freeborn County is the subject of an article, in the Evening Tribune 
of Albert Lea for September 20, by Dr . Ignatius Bjorlee of Frederick, 
Maryland, a son of one of the Norwegian pioneers •who founded the 
congregation in 1870. 

T he daugjiter of one of the " First Settlers in the Zumbrota Com­
munity," Miss Olive Ringdahl, tells of the beginnings of this pioneer 
Goodhvie County settlement in the Zumbrota News for July 5. She 
names many of the Norwegian immigrants who established homes 
there in the 1850's and describes the frontier conditions under which 
they lived. Her parents, Mathias and Ingeborg Ringdahl, she re­
lates, arrived in the spring of 1855. " T h e y came in the usual ox-
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drawn, covered wagon, behind which was tied one cow," she writes. 
Among their few possessions were a stove, a bed, two trunks, and a 
" large flat topped emigrant chest " that " served as table, pantry and 
storage room " in the new household. 

Numerous articles about old St. Anthony appear in the fiftieth 
anniversary edition of the East Minneapolis Argus, issued on Septem­
ber 6. They deal with such subjects as the suspension bridge erected 
between St. Anthony and Minneapolis in 1855, the founding of the 
Argus by A. S. Dukinfield and its subsequent growth, the Northeast 
Neighborhood House and other welfare agencies of the vicinity, early 
sawmills at the Falls of St. Anthony, and the beginning of settlement 
at the falls. 

Such important figures in the history of the Episcopal church in 
Minnesota as Bishop Jackson Kemper, Bishop Henry B. Whipple, and 
the Reverend E. G. Gear have parts in the story of the Gethsemane 
Episcopal Church of Minneapolis, as it is reviewed in Golfer and 
Sportsman for July. The beginnings of this pioneer church in the 
1850's, the services of the Reverend David B. Knickerbacker as its 
first minister, and its subsequent growth are described in the present 
article, which bears the title " Restoration for History." 

A " Short History of the Houston County Fair " since 1912, when 
the first fair was held, appears in the Houston Signal for September 
5. The organization of the Houston County Agricultural Society is 
recalled, an account of the first fair is presented, displays of later 
years are described, and those who have worked for the improvement 
of the fair are named. 

The story of a log cabin, originally erected in Christiania Town­
ship, Jackson County, and recently removed to Windom, is reviewed 
in the Mankato Free Press for August 31. I t was built, according to 
this account, in 1868 by M . O. Monson and Thomas Chesterson, 
and it was used as a residence until 1902. In Windom it is to be 
restored and used for the display of frontier furniture. 

The role of the Great Northern Railroad in the story of Willmar 
is revealed in numerous articles appearing in the Willmar Daily Trib­
une for July 1, which calls attention to the seventieth anniversary 
of the building of the railroad through Kandiyohi County. Although 
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Willmar was founded in 1869 and the St. Paul and Pacific, the fore­
runner of the Great Northern, reached the village in November of 
that year, " i t was in the spring of 1870 that actual railroading began 
at Willmar and the first full year of such service became a reality." 
Among those whose recollections of early railroad experiences appear in 
the issue are Mrs. C. B. Carlson, who arrived on the first regular train 
to reach the community; M r . R. E. Landis, who was trainmaster at 
Willmar in 1912; M r . D. N. Tallman, who tells of his meetings 
with James J . Hi l l ; M r . Peter Bonde, who participated in the rail­
road strike of 1894; and E. P. Truedson, a survivor of the wreck of 
1882. 

" Bonanza farming . . . forms the background for the history of the 
village of Kennedy," a community that was once the "headquarters 
for four great farming enterprises," according to an article appearing 
in the fortieth anniversary edition of the Kennedy Star. This issue, 
published on August 29, includes an account of the Kennedy Land 
and Town Company, which was active in Kittson County in the 
1880's. Other articles in the issue deal with the history of the Star, 
with business enterprises at Kennedy, and with the village churches. 

The history of " Border Journalism" is featured in the Daily 
Journal of International Falls for July 25, vrhich thus gives local 
significance to the international celebration of the five-hundredth 
anniversary of the invention of printing. Included in a special typo­
graphical display, arranged by the Journal to mark the anniversary, 
were copies of several early Koochiching County newspapers. The 
founding of these and other newspapers of the border country are 
described in one article, which relates that the first of the group was 
the Rainy Lake Journal, established by Frank J . Bowman and U. M . 
Thomas " a t the time of the Rainy Lake gold boom in 1894." The 
first International Falls paper, according to this account, was the 
Border Budget, established in 1898. Among other articles of special 
historical interest in this issue of the Journal are sketches of early 
newspaper publishers in the vicinity of International Falls, by the 
late H . J . Miner ; a review of the history of the papers published 
at Fort Frances, by R. H . Larson; an account of the Big Fork Com­
pass, which began publication in 1903; and a sketch of the local typo­
graphical union, organized in 1915. A wealth of material about an 
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important International Falls industry, that represented by the Min­
nesota and Ontario Paper Company, appears in the Journal for Sep­
tember 20. Special attention is given to the thirtieth anniversary of 
paper manufacturing in the border city. One article is devoted to 
the story of the development in the local mills of a process by which the 
structural building board known as Insulite is manufactured. 

Forty-eight pages devoted largely to articles about the history of 
Hutchinson and McLeod County combine to make up the sixtieth 
anniversary edition of the Hutchinson Leader, published on July 19. 
The paper's "first front page," from the issue of July 10, 1880, is 
reproduced on the first page of the present number beside an account 
of its founding and later history. There, too, are accounts of the 
services of some of the men who have been prominently connected 
with the Leader — Cal P. Smith, the founder; Burt W. Day; the 
Avery brothers, Carlos and Percy; and W. F. Schilling. Numerous 
articles on other business enterprises in Hutchinson and its vicinity 
are included. The beginnings of settlement in the county are recorded 
in an article which gives special attention to Glencoe as the " county's 
first permanent settlement." Another article tells of the arrival 
there on November 19, 1855, of the party that organized a townsite 
company after staking out claims. The role in this story of the Hut­
chinson brothers, members of a famous family of singers, is well known. 
Other towns and villages that are the subjects of historical reviews 
include Biscay, Corvuso, Cosmos, Stewart, Brownton, Winsted, Les­
ter Prairie, and Silver Lake. Special articles are devoted to Czech 
and German settlement in McLeod County, to early roads, to the 
academy established by W. W. Pendergast at Hutchinson in 1860, 
and to the McLeod Farm Bureau. A list of settlers in the county 
in 1860 is printed from the census of that year. A sketch of Martin 
McLeod, for whom the county was named, appears with extensive 
quotations from his diary. Scores of portraits of pioneers and early 
views of Hutchinson illustrate the issue. 

One of the earliest co-operative creameries in Minnesota, the 
Danielson creamery at Rosendale in Meeker County, is the subject of 
an article in the Meeker County News of Litchfield for July 25. The 
creamery, which was organized in 1890, celebrated its fiftieth anni­
versary on July 28. 
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A list of terms used in the lumber camps of Morrison County has 
been compiled by Val Kasparek and published in the Little Falls Daily 
Transcript tor August 8. A definition is provided for each expres­
sion in what the newspaper designates as a " dying language." 

Some detailed information about a Grerman settlement at Swan-
ville in Morrison County is included in a congregational history, 
issued to mark the fiftieth anniversary of St. Peter's Evangelical Lu­
theran Church (1940. 16 p . ) . The author, the Reverend Paul 
Walther, names many of the early settlers in the locality and tells of 
the work among them of such pioneer Lutheran missionaries of the 
1870's as the Reverend Heinrich Vetter. He includes records of 
the beginnings of the village in 1882 and of the organization of the 
congregation in 1890. 

The beginnings of the public school system of Austin in 1855, 
when the community's first school was opened in a log cabin with 
Miss Maria Vaughan as the teacher, are recalled in a brief article in 
the Austin Daily Herald for September 23. An entire section of the 
issue is devoted to the new school building opened in Austin in Sep­
tember. 

Articles on pioneer life in Mower County by Mrs . A. G. Thomp­
son continue to appear in the Austin Daily Herald (see ante. p. 222) . 
In the issue of April 20, for example, the writer tells of the experi­
ences of Mrs . Sally Brown Hill during a journey by covered wagon 
in 1857 from Oshkosh, Wisconsin, to Brownsdale in Mower County, 
and notes that the events of the trip of thirty-eight days are recorded 
in a diary kept by Mrs. Hill. Other articles deal with such subjects 
as the influence of the pioneer editors in promoting settlement. May 
18, and the organization of a volunteer fire department at Austin, 
June 1. 

A History of the Church of the Immaculate Conception of St. 
Peter, compiled by its pastor, the Reverend R. A. Neudecker, was 
issued to commemorate its fiftieth anniversary on December 10, 1939 
(45 p . ) . Although the church was not founded until 1889, Catholic 
activities at St. Peter began in the 1840's, and the story of the congrega­
tion is traced back into that decade. The history of the German 
Catholic church at St. Peter is reviewed from 1889 to the present, bio-
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graphical sketches of pastors who have served as leaders of the parish are 
presented, and brief accounts of parish organizations are included. 

T o mark the "completion of 50 years of continuous publication," 
the Stewartville Star issued a special " historical edition " on August 
15. Among the numerous articles in the issue are several on the 
early history of the community by C. A. Duncanson. He tells of the 
arrival in the 1850's of five families who, after a journey from Wis­
consin in covered wagons, became the first settlers in the vicinity; of 
the flour mill, erected in 1856, about which the future village grew; 
and of the beginnings of mail service in the community. There are 
brief accounts of local churches, Catholic and Protestant; sketches of 
clubs, such as the Monday Study Club and the Home Economics Club, 
accounts of the local schools, the fire department, and of telephone and 
electric service; and a brief history of the Star. 

The " development of aviation facilities in Rochester " since 1928 
is briefly reviewed in the Rochester Post-Bulletin for August 2, which 
also contains a report of the dedication of a new airport for the city. 
Its first airfield was established in 1928 by an organization known as 
the Rochester Airways, which rented a farm for the purpose. 

Some recollections of M r . Walter P. Clayton of Hatfield, a pio­
neer who settled in Pipestone County in 1877, appear in the Pipestone 
County Star for July 9. Wi th his parents, M r . and Mrs . L. J. Clay­
ton, the writer traveled from Rochester to southwestern Minnesota in 
wagons drawn by horses and oxen. They settled on a prairie claim, 
building a " sod house and a barn which was covered with poles and 
coarse slough hay." 

The Wanderer of St. Paul continues to publish histories of Catho­
lic parishes in Minnesota and the Northwest. Among the sketches 
appearing during the summer months is one, in the issue for August 
1, dealing with the parish of St. John the Evangelist at New Canada, 
which marked its ninetieth anniversary on August 11. Among the 
priests who served in this French-Canadian community in the 1850's 
and 1860's, were Fathers Jean Fayolle, Augustin Ravoux, and Joseph 
Goiffon. 

A survey of " 75 Years of Child Care " in St. Paul is presented in 
a feature article in the St. Paul Pioneer Press for July 7. I t reviews 
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the history of a welfare organization now known as the Children's 
Service, which began as the Protestant Orphan Asylum in 1865. 

The history of Bethlehem Academy of Faribault, which marked its 
seventy-fifth anniversary on August 4, is the subject of articles in the 
Faribault Journal for July 11 and the Faribault Daily News for 
August 1. The school was founded by sisters of the Dominican order 
in 1865. The names of the sisters who opened the school in the 
dining room of a private residence and of the pupils who constituted 
the first class are listed in the articles. A " Grand Fair " arranged 
by the sisters in 1876 to raise money for the school's building fund is 
described in the News for July 16. 

A " Golden Jubilee Edition " of the Hills Crescent, issued on June 
20, marks the fiftieth anniversary of the founding of the Rock County 
community. A feature of the issue is a detailed history of Hills, in 
which the beginning of settlement in the area is traced back to 1869. 
The founding of the town at the intersection of two railroads in 1890, 
the establishment of business concerns, the building of churches, the 
arrival of many Norwegian settlers, the incorporation of the village in 
1904, and many other subjects are covered. Among special articles 
in the issue are those dealing with the history of the local creamery; 
the development of the school system, which had its origin in 1893; 
the male chorus and the town band, which have long been active in 
community life; the local baseball and football teams; the fire depart-" 
ment; and the newspaper, which was established in 1893 and is now 
in its forty-seventh year. 

The fact that there is very little material in print on the history 
of Roseau County lends special interest to a sketch of two and a half 
pages appearing in the 1940 Roseau County Historical Booklet issued 
in connection with an old settlers' celebration held at Pelan Battle­
ground Park on September 1 (30 p . ) . Even in this brief space, 
attention is given to such subjects as racial groups represented in the 
county and their cultural interests. Included also are accounts of 
the settlements of Ross and Pinecreek, of the Greenbush Community 
Band, and of the park in which the celebration was staged; the text 
of an operetta, " Wannaska and Waunda," which was the chief fea­
ture of the celebration; brief biographical sketches of some Roseau 
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County pioneers of 1890; and a short description of the museum of 
the Roseau County Historical Society. 

Pioneer reunions held in August in the St. Louis County com­
munities of Brookston and Elmer resulted in the publication of multi-
graphed booklets relating to their historical backgrounds (see ante, 
p. 116). That for Brookston includes the text of a pageant, the 
" Brookston Log," by Marjorie S. Larson, presented on the occasion 
of the reunion; brief historical sketches of Brookston, Culver, Breva-
tor. Grand Lake, and Stoney Brook; and a list of "Pioneers of the 
Brookston Region " with the dates of their arrivals. In the Elmer 
booklet is a " History of Pioneer Days " and a " Roll Call of Pio­
neers." The information presented in both booklets relates largely 
to the first decades of the present century. 

Under the title " History Lies Buried Here," Jack McBride de­
scribes the old cemetery at Fond du Lac in the Duluth News-Tribune 
for September 29. The names on many of the headstones are those 
of French traders and settlers in the vicinity—reminders, according 
to Mr. McBride, of the " early civilization at the Head of the Lakes 
and the various events that eventually assumed historical importance." 

The Duluth Public Library, which was founded in 1890, marked 
its fiftieth anniversary during the week of September 23 with special 
programs and a daily open house. Among the speakers who partici­
pated in the celebration was Dr. Theodore C. Blegen, dean of the 
graduate school in the University of Minnesota, who told of some of 
the early private libraries owned in northeastern Minnesota by fur 
traders and other pioneers, and compared these small though often 
excellent collections of books with the extensive facilities offered by 
the modern public library. Articles on the history of the Duluth 
library appear in the Duluth Free Press for September 13 and the 
Duluth News-Tribune for September 29. 

From the first minute book of the village council are drawn some 
items about "Aurora's Early History" that appear in the Aurora 
News for September 12. Included are the results of the first village 
election, which was held on December 22, 1903. 

A parish history of unusual interest and value is the Reverend 
Hilarion Duerk's booklet dealing with St. John's Parish of Union 
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Hill, Minnesota, issued in June, 1940, as a souvenir of a " diamond 
jubilee" (111 p . ) . Father Duerk does much more than trace the 
story of the four church buildings occupied by this Scott County 
parish and provide sketches of the Benedictine and Franciscan fathers 
who have served as its leaders. He reviews the " Historical Back­
ground " of the Minnesota Valley and pictures " Pioneer Life " in the 
region, telling how the early settlers built their houses, what they ate 
and wore, how they traveled, and the like. The social structure of 
the pioneer community forms the real background for this story. 
Descriptions of the construction of the third and fourth churches in 
1867 and 1883 are accompanied by figures drawn from manuscript 
account books showing the expenditures for various types of material 
and labor. T he "financial record" for 1867, for example, includes 
items of $18.00 for " Rafters from Shakopee," of $17.20 for " Boards 
from Jordan," and of $40.45 for "Windows and Glazing." Vari­
ous minute books and a " Parish Chronicle " are among other records 
used by the author in preparing this parish history. 

The history of a Czech community in Steele County is outlined 
in a booklet issued in June to commemorate the laying of the corner­
stone of the Holy Trinity Church at Litomysl in Somerset Town­
ship. Included is a list of settlers who came to Minnesota from the 
town of Litomysl in Bohemia in the 1870's and a brief history of the 
Catholic church that they established in 1878. 

A charming narrative of pioneer life near Wilton in Waseca County 
is presented by Charles S. Cleland in his account of The Clelands, 
which has been issued as a multigraphed pamphlet (Philadelphia, 
1939. 16 p . ) . In it he tells the story of his parents, who settled on 
a farm near Wilton in 1864, when the community was a prosperous 
county seat. The elder Cleland went west from New York state to 
serve as a missionary among the Scotch Presbyterians of southern 
Minnesota. Although the author was born after the removal to Min­
nesota, he includes an account of his family's journey to the West 
by wagon, railroad. Great Lakes steamer, and ox cart. Mr . Cleland 
describes in detail the rambling house that was built " around the orig­
inal log cabin " on his father's farm; he tells of the rural church in 
which his father preached and of the country school in which he and 
his brothers and sisters learned the three R's ; he includes accounts 
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of neighbors of many nationalities; he pictures the rural scene with 
its virgin timber and abundant wild life; and he describes the daily 
and seasonal routine of life on a frontier farm. For example, he 
notes that corn was planted about May 15, when "oak leaves were 
the size of squirrels' ears." 

In March, 1879, when the first Waseca County fair was held, its 
managers collected ten dollars in entry fees from exhibitors, who were 
charged twenty-five cents a head for horses, ten cents for "horned 
stock," and five cents for hogs and sheep. This information is in­
cluded in an account of early fairs appearing in the Waseca Journal 
for July 31. The first fair was arranged by the Waseca Farmers 
Club and Agricultural Society, which held monthly exhibits until 
1882. 

A meeting in October, 1840, of the county board of St. Croix 
County, Wisconsin, in the town of Dakotah near the present site of 
Stillwater is noted in the Stillwater Daily Gazette for September 25, 
which calls attention to the centennial of the event. Hazen Mooers, 
Samuel Burkleo, and Joseph R. Brown were the members of the pio­
neer board. The present Washington County was not organized 
until Minnesota Territory was established in 1849; nevertheless its 
archives include some of the records of the earlier county. 

A sketch of Alexander McDougal, " king of the St. Croix lum­
berjacks," appears with his portrait in the Stillwater Gazette for 
September 19. McDougal, who was familiarly known as " Sandy," 
it is said, " served 60 straight winters in the woods and he came down 
river on 49 consecutive log drives" before retiring in 1919. This 
was one of a number of articles published to call attention to the 
Lumberjack Days celebration which began in Stillwater on Septem­
ber 20. 

A brief history of the Rothsay school and a list of teachers who 
have served there appear in the Rothsay Enterprise for July 4. Al­
though a school district was organized in 1880, it was not until two 
years later that a building was erected. The first teacher. Miss 
Emma Cooper, was hired in 1883, and a sum of three hundred dollars 
was set aside to pay her salary for the year. School records were 
used in the preparation of this account, which carries the story down 
to the present. 
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