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The museum of the Crow Wing County Historical Society at Brain­
erd is again open to the public, after being closed for several months, 
according to the Brainerd Daily Dispatch of February 5. The ex­
hibits will be open five days each week; Mrs . Madge Koop is in charge. 
At its annual meeting, which was held on February 29, the society 
named Mr . Hilding Swanson president. Other officers elected in­
clude Mrs. Agnes Murray, vice-president; Mrs . J . M . Hayes, treas­
urer ; and Mrs. Mabel H . Clarkson, secretary. 

Papers on the history of the LaGrange mills, by Miss Rosalie 
Youngdahl, and on an early " navigation project" for connecting the 
Minnesota and Mississippi rivers through a canal, by C. A. Rasmussen, 
were read before a meeting of the Goodhue County Historical Society 
at Red Wing on January 13. A letter of appreciation about the so­
ciety's museum, from Dr. E. C. Schmidt of Northfield, is printed in the 
Republican Eagle of Red Wing for February 27. 

The Hennepin County Historical Society is to be congratulated 
upon the appearance of the first number of Hennepin County History: 
A Quarterly Bulletin, issued under the editorship of Edward A. Blom­
field. This mimeographed bulletin, published in April, represents a 
pioneer effort on the part of a county historical society in Minnesota 
to issue a periodical. I t contains, in addition to an introduction by the 
society's president, Mr . Robert E. Scott, a brief history of Colonel 
Stevens' home in Minneapolis, reports on meetings held since January 
1, announcements of future meetings, notes on museum activities and 
accessions, and a list of members. At a meeting of the society held at 
St. Louis Park on January 28, M r . Joseph Zalusky spoke on the 
" Geology of Hennepin County." Following this talk, the society's 
museum, which had been completely rearranged under the direction of 
a W P A supervisor, Mr . Norman A. Geske, was open for inspection. 
A round-table discussion of the " Early History of Richfield," con­
ducted by Mr . Blomfield, was the feature of a meeting held at Rich­
field on March 18. Among those who participated in the discussion 
were the Reverend Allyn Hanson, Mrs. George H . Towler, Mrs . E. 
L. Dills, Mrs. Perry Amidon, and Mrs . Vivian Turnham. A detailed 
" Report" of the " work done by the Hennepin County W P A Mu­
seum Project" from the beginning of October to the end of January 
has been prepared by M r . Geske. His object, according to his intro-
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duction, has been to " develop the educational use of the collections " of 
the society. 

Dr. Lewis Beeson of the staff of the Minnesota Historical Society 
discussed " Early Minnesota Newspapers" before a meeting of the 
Lake Pepin Valley Historical Society at Lake City on February 11. 

At a meeting of the McLeod County Historical Society at Hutchin­
son on January 24, Mrs . H . H . Bonniwell spoke on Joseph R. Brown 
and Mr . S. S. Beach presented an account of early transportation in 
McLeod County. The Hutchinson Leader continues to publish notes 
on the society's accessions by its secretary, Mrs . Sophie P. White. In 
the issue for January 3 she describes a group of interesting pictures and 
other items relating to the Hutchinson family, received from Mr. Paul 
H . Hutchinson of Fowler, California. 

The Meeker County Historical Society was organized at a meeting 
held at Litchfield on February 12. A constitution was submitted and 
adopted and several talks were presented. The speakers included 
Mr . Willoughby M . Babcock, curator of the museum of the state his­
torical society, who spoke on the relation of the state and local organiza­
tions; and Mr . Harold Olson of the state highway department, who 
discussed the historical markers erected by his department. The for­
mal organization of the society was completed on March 5, when per­
manent officers were elected. They are Dr. A. C. Nelson of Litchfield, 
president; C. L. Nelson of Dassel, vice-president; Miss Luella Nelson 
of Litchfield, secretary; and H . I. Peterson of Litchfield, treasurer. 
The society is making plans for a museum, which will be located in 
Litchfield. 

A recent gift to the Nobles County Historical Society consists of 
material from the archives of a Worthington post of the Grand Army 
of the Republic. Included are the original roster of the post, which 
was organized in 1883, and the adjutant's minute book for the years 
from 1892 to 1901. 

An appropriation of a hundred dollars was made toward the upkeep 
of the Olmsted County Historical Society by the county board at its 
January meeting. The city of Rochester assists the society by provid­
ing quarters for its museum, with heat and light. 
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The program presented before the Rice County Historical Society 
in Faribault on February 18 included a paper on "Eli jah Graves 
Nutting, Walter M . Nutting, and the Nutting Truck Company " in 
Faribault, by Guerdon S. Allen, and an illustrated talk on the early 
settlement of Faribault, by Professor Leonard S. Wilson of Carleton 
College. Account books, pictures, and models of articles manufac­
tured by the Nutting Truck and Caster Company, all illustrative of 
Mr . Allen's paper, were displayed in connection with the meeting. 
His detailed review of a pioneer Faribault family and the industry 
that it established is published in installments in the Faribault Daily 
News for February 20, 21, and 22. Late in January, a number of 
Rice County newspapers carried a statement of the objectives of the 
local historical society, issued by its president, M r . Carl L. Weicht of 
Northfield. Its purposes, he writes, " are twofold, to preserve the 
records of local history and to create a public interest in the persons 
and events which have gone into the building of the county." He 
calls upon those who have " old records, pictures and printed matter 
as well as more obvious objects of historical interest" to " consider 
the historical society as a suitable agent to preserve them," and he 
appeals to all who are interested in the county's past to enroll as 
members. 

A community historical society was organized at Hibbing on Feb­
ruary 26, with Mr . Clarence Kleffman and Mr . Hubert Dear as 
temporary president and secretary, respectively. T h e society hopes 
to establish a museum lor the preservation of material relating to 
local industrial and civic growth. 

" Let us all get interested in the move to make the Sibley County 
Historical Society one of the best in the state. Our county is rich in 
historic lore. Let your family name be registered on the honor scroll 
of the Sibley County Historical Society." Thus reads an article in 
the Arlington Enterprise for January 16, which states the objectives 
of the local historical society, tells what it can accomplish with co­
operation, and asks citizens of the county to join both in its member­
ship and in its work. When the society held a meeting on March 7, 
its membership had reached a total of ninety-three. A feature of the 
meeting was a talk by Miss Ruth H . Carpenter on the local historical 
work of the W P A . At its March meeting, the county board appro­
priated $250 toward the funds of the Sibley County society. 
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The activities of the Waseca County Historical Society during the 
past year were reviewed at its annual meeting, which was held at 
Waseca on January 6. They include the opening of a museum in a 
pioneer log cabin and the erection of markers on two historic sites in 
the county. The officers of the society, including Mr . H . A. Panz-
ram, president, were re-elected. 

A bill authorizing the transfer from the state to the Washington 
County Historical Society of the old warden's residence at Stillwater 
was passed by the 1941 legislature and signed by the governor on 
March 17. The house will be used by the society for museum pur­
poses. At a meeting held on March 27, the society was reorganized, 
incorporating as a nonprofit organization. Its government and the 
control of its museum property is vested in a board of five trustees. 
They are E. L. Roney, H . C. Robertson, Roy Strand, Mrs. George 
Supple, and Ray G. Kern, and they have been elected for terms vary­
ing in length from one to three years. As the original terms expire, 
new trustees will be elected to serve for terms of three years.- A brief 
history of the warden's house was presented by M r . Roney at the 
March meeting; it is outlined in the Stillwater Daily Gazette 
for March 28. The museum will be officially opened to the public 
on June 20. 

Displays of World W a r posters and of campaign buttons, from 
the collections of M r . George Hage, were exhibited in connection 
with a meeting of the Watonwan County Historical Society at St. 
James on January 10. M r . Hage was elected president of the or­
ganization, Mrs. Wil l Curtis was named vice-president, and M r . J . 
E. Setrum is secretary for the coming year. 

The Winona County Historical Society has established a museum 
on the campus of the Winona State Teachers College. On January 
17, representatives of the society, of the college alumni association, of 
the local old settlers' association, and of the local chapter of the Daugh­
ters of the American Revolution met at Winona to formulate plans for 
the museum. A report on the museum of the Olmsted County His­
torical Society at Rochester was presented. The old settlers' associa­
tion has turned over to the new museum all its collections, with the 
exception of pictures. The museum was opened for inspection by 
several local groups early in April. 
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LOCAL HISTORY ITEMS 

A revealing picture of the early schools of Aitkin County is pub­
lished in the Aitkin Republican of March 13, which presents an inter­
view with Mrs . Rachel Hardy Young, a pioneer teacher in the region. 
Mrs . Young recalls her experiences in teaching a primary class in the 
winter of 1889—90. Classes were held in a building now used as a 
village hall, and they included a secondary and a grammar grade. 
Later Mrs. Young took a homestead at Malmo and taught in a rural 
school there, and in 1915 she became county superintendent of schools 
with 142 schools to supervise. 

An appeal for material for a local historical museum to be estab­
lished in the high school at Aitkin is made in the Aitkin Republican for 
February 6. The museum is sponsored by a student group known as 
the Student Coordinating Congress. 

" Pioneer Days at Coon Creek " in Anoka County are recalled by 
Irving Caswell in the Anoka County Union for January 1. " M o s t 
of the farmers in the neighborhood were Irish," he writes. " They 
came first as railroad laborers, saved a goodly portion of their wages, 
which never amounted to more than $1.50 per day, and then bought 
land and worked their farms intelligently and profitably." Sketches of 
a number of these Irish pioneers are presented by M r . Caswell. He 
tells also of the little district school that he attended more than sixty 
years ago, and of the teachers from whom he received his first instruc­
tion. 

The story of a mill erected on the Midway River near Thomson in 
1875 is reviewed in the Carlton County Vidette of Carlton for Feb­
ruary 27. The log structure was erected by Eric Palkie, a Finnish 
pioneer, who hewed the logs and whittled the machinery by hand. 
Several pictures of the mill, which still is standing, accompany the 
article. 

An effort to locate historic sites in the vicinity of Cass Lake and to 
have them adequately marked is being made by the local Chippewa 
Indian Council, according to an announcement in the Cass Lake Times 
for March 13. Among the sites mentioned are those of a pagan ceme­
tery on Lake Andrusia, of two early Indian missions, of the northern­
most point reached by Zebulon M . Pike in the winter of 1805-06, and 
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of several trading posts. An editorial in the Bemidji Pioneer of March 
15 compliments the Cass Lake community upon its effort to mark his­
toric sites. " W e have consistently claimed that one of the greatest 
assets any community has is its historic romance," writes the editor, 
" and we have urged . . . the importance of familiarizing its business­
men with the romance of the community." 

"A Brief History of the Mabel Creamery Association," which was 
organized as a co-operative enterprise in January, 1900, appears in the 
Mabel Record for February 21. This followed the destruction by 
fire of a privately owned creamery, which had been established in 1885. 
The account includes a list of the original stockholders in the creamery 
association. 

The story of a pioneer industry at Rushford, which is represented 
today by the Rushford Wagon Company, is reviewed in the Tri-County 
Record of Rushford for March 13. A shop for the making and re­
pairing of wagons, according to this account, was established at Rush­
ford as early as 1860 by John Albertson. 

The feature of a booklet issued to commemorate the seventy-fifth 
anniversary on September 22, 1940, of the Round Prairie Lutheran 
Church near Glenville in Freeborn County is a history of the congre­
gation to 1918 by Dr . Ignatius Bjorlee (61 p . ) . The narrative ap­
peared earlier in the Evening Tribune of Albert Lea for September 20, 
1940 (see ante, 22 :449 ) . The booklet contains also a "History of 
the Round Prairie Luther League " by Cora Trae, a " Brief History 
of the South Round Prairie Lutheran Church " by A. C. Korsrud, and 
records of addresses presented in connection with the anniversary cele­
bration. 

The selection of the site of Zumbrota by Samuel Chaffee, the plat­
ting of the town in the fall of 1856, and the opening of its first store 
are recalled in an illustrated article in the Daily Republican Eagle of 
Red Wing for January 23, which calls attention to the community's 
eighty-fifth anniversary. In the same issue an account is given of 
some early basketball games at Red Wing. The first game played in 
public is said to have taken place in 1896. A page of the Republican 
Eagle for March 27 is devoted to articles about and pictures of the 
little village of Vasa, which is described as the " cradle of the Swedish 
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Lutheran church in Minnesota." The role of Eric Norelius in estab­
lishing the church and other institutions at Vasa is described. 

Under the title " Old Frontenac's ' Umbrel la ' Trailblazer for 
Airplane," the Minneapolis Tribune of March 9 publishes an article 
by C. A. Rasmussen about Colonel Jeptha Garrard's experiments with 
flying machines at the Lake Pepin village. In a carpenter shop back 
of St. Hubert's Lodge, the home of the colonel's brother. General Israel 
Garrard, the primitive plane was built by a local workman in the 
1890's. The author tells of the attempts, for the most part unsuccess­
ful, to fly the machine or glider out over Lake Pepin. A " professional 
parachute jumper had been imported lor that purpose," he records. 

A Historical Sketch of the Church of St. Cyril of Minneapolis, the 
" only Slovak Catholic parish in the Archdiocese of St. Paul ," was 
published in connection with its golden jubilee on February 23 (1941) . 
As early as 1875 a few Slovak families had settled in Minneapolis, 
according to this sketch, and by 1885 the city included a well-defined 
" Slovak community." An account is given of a local fraternal insur­
ance society, organized in 1888, whose members promoted the establish­
ment of a Slovak parish. Nine pages are devoted to the history of the 
church incorporated in 1891; the remainder of the pamphlet is given 
over to illustrations and a list of members. 

An interview with Miss Elizabeth Tipperman of Mound, who re­
calls a " Covered Wagon Trek " from Pennsylvania to Lake Minne­
tonka in the spring of 1879, appears in the Minnetonka Pilot for March 
27. The Tipperman family and M r . and Mrs . Jerome Dewey packed 
" their personal belongings in two covered wagons, along with enough 
staple food to last until they reached their destination " and started out 
on a journey that lasted a month. 

Some experiences of a society editor for a Minneapolis newspaper in 
the 1890's are recalled by Agnes von Scholten in an article entitled 
" When You and I Were Young, Maggie," which appears in the 
Countryside of Minneapolis for February. The writer tells particu­
larly of the social activities of members of the summer colony at Lake 
Minnetonka. 

Layman's Cemetery in Minneapolis is the subject of a brief historical 
sketch in the Southtowner of Minneapolis for March 21 . I t tells how 
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the tract was set aside by Mart in Layman in 1853, describes an attempt 
to remove the graves and use the ground for commercial purposes, and 
explains that the tract was purchased by the city council in 1927 and 
renamed the Minneapolis Pioneers' and Soldiers' Cemetery. Sketches 
of some of the Minnesota pioneers who are buried there, including 
Philander Prescott and Charles W . Christmas, appear in later issues 
of the Southtowner. 

A record of the wheat raised on the Houston County farm of the 
late Henry C. Fruechte from 1863 to 1881 is published in the Cale­
donia Journal for March 13. Fruechte, who settled in Minnesota in 
1861, recorded the number of acres planted in wheat, the number of 
bushels harvested, the yield per acre in bushels, and the price received. 
The record was found among his papers. 

Pioneer life in the home of Mr . and Mrs. Oliver P. Clinton, who 
settled at Money Creek in Houston County in 1867, is described by 
their granddaughter, Mrs. George W . Moore of Houston, in an article 
in the Winona Republican-Herald for March 24. T h e writer tells of 
" Christmas programs with gaily decorated trees," of the team of oxen 
that " was even used to convey the family to church," of quantities of 
hazelnuts that were gathered each fall for winter consumption, and of 
many incidents that occurred in this frontier home. 

Programs dealing with the early history of the Wendago district in 
Itasca County were presented before meetings held during the winter 
months by the Wendago Farm Bureau. On February 21, according to 
the Itasca County Independent of Grand Rapids for February 28, the 
program dealt with " Early Settlers and Logging Operations." T h e 
story of settlement in the area was traced back to 1854. 

The history of the schools of Balsam Township in Itasca County is 
outlined by Mrs. Walter F . Smith in the Itasca Iron News of Coleraine 
lor February 20. The narrative covers a period of forty years and 
deals with five schools in the area. Names of teachers and pupils are 
given, and the circumstances under which the schools were established 
and conducted are described. 

An unusual and useful feature of a booklet on the History of St. 
John's Lutheran Church of Okabena is a map of the parish on which 
rural members are located by numbers (1940. 36 p . ) . It is followed 
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by a list of names of members, arranged by townships and villages. 
The pamphlet commemorates the forty-fifth anniversary of the estab­
lishment of the congregation by a group of German Lutherans who in 
1895 emigrated from Illinois to Jackson County. 

An article dealing with " New Prague the Settlement," which ap­
pears in the New Prague Times for March 27, has been compiled by 
members of a social science class in the local high school under the 
direction of Paul E. Koefod, instructor. The students trace the story 
of the community back to 1856, when Anton Philipp settled on the site. 
The same students are responsible for a detailed history of the " New 
Prague Co-operative Creamery," which is published in the Times for 
March 6. 

The erection of the first " municipally owned light plant " at Madi­
son in 1898 is recalled in the Independent Press of Madison for Febru­
ary 14. The plant was used from that year until 1912, "when the 
load became too great for the equipment." The original rate was 
" 5 0 cents per light or 12^4 cents per 1000 watts." Light was sup­
plied from dusk to midnight and from five in the morning until day­
light. 

The story of the " First Hutchinson Post Office," which was estab­
lished in August, 1856, is reviewed by Sophie White in the Hutchinson 
Leader for February 21. The "neat cupboard not too large to rest 
upon a table " which Lewis Harrington, the first postmaster, used in 
distributing the mail was recently added to the collections of the 
McLeod County Historical Society, according to Mrs . White . She 
tells how the mail reached Hutchinson in the days before the railroad, 
and she presents accounts of the postmasters who succeeded Harrington. 

The sixty-fifth anniversary of the organization in McLeod County 
of a Bohemian Reading and Educational Society is noted in the Hutch­
inson Leader for January 10. The names of the Czech pioneers who 
organized the society on January 9, 1876, are listed. 

Early views of Fairmont have been appearing since January 31 in 
the Fairmont Daily Sentinel, which presents the pictures with explana­
tory articles under the heading " W h e n Grandfather Was a Boy." 
" The Sentinel Staff in 1901-1902 " is shown in the issue for March 
28. The beginnings of a local industry, the Fairmont Railway Mo-
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tors, are described in the Sentinel for February 26, which includes a 
picture of the first car manufactured in a local machine shop. The 
work of Mr . Stanley Stewart, city clerk, in arranging the records of 
the village and city councils from 1878 to the present is the subject of 
an article in the Sentinel for January 29. 

A brief history of the Martin County Business Men's Association, 
which was organized in 1914 and was incorporated in 1917, appears in 
the Truman Tribune for March 13. It includes an account of the 
activities of the association, which operates as a credit bureau, and a 
list of charter members. 

Conditions in Fergus Falls in 1884, when he arrived there, are 
described by Senator Elmer E. Adams in the Fergus Falls Daily Jour­
nal for February 25. He records that " some people thought the way 
to make a town was to have an opera house and so the opera house com­
pany was organized and a site acquired." A pretentious hotel, a gas 
plant, and five flour mills are among other features of the local scene 
that are recalled by Senator Adams. 

The removal of the offices of the St. Paul newspaper to new quarters 
late in January was the occasion for the publication in the St. Paul 
Dispatch during the week of January 20 of a series of illustrated ar­
ticles by George Christmas dealing with the early history of the city. 
Included are accounts of the founding of the Minnesota Pioneer by 
James M . Goodhue in 1849, of the attempt made in 1858 to remove 
the capital from St. Paul to St. Peter, of the editorials published by 
pioneer editors, and of some " big stories " appearing in the St. Paul 
papers of the 1870's. 

Among the activities of the leisure education department of the 
St. Louis County rural schools is the encouragement among groups 
with foreign backgrounds of the continuation of Old World folk 
customs. It has, for example, instituted among the Finns an official 
celebration of " Laskianinen Day," a winter sports festival. No less 
than nineteen St. Louis County communities and schools staged such 
celebrations on February 9, 1940, and a county-wide celebration was 
held at the Alango High School on February 9, 1941. Among those 
of Swedish descent in the county, a " Lucia Dagen " celebration is held 
in December. Yearbooks describing these celebrations are issued by 
the leisure education department. 
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" Reads Landing in the Pioneer Days " is the title of a history, 
" compiled through the co-operation of the Woman's Progressive Club 
of Reads," which has been appearing in installments in the Wabasha 
County Herald-Standard since February 20. It traces the history of 
the old Mississippi River town back to the early decades of the past 
century, when such pioneers as Augustin Rocque and Charles R. Read 
were trading on the site. Trade from both the Chippewa and the 
Mississippi valleys centered about this point as steamboating became 
important, and the community that grew up took Read's name. In 
later installments there are accounts of the platting of the town in 
1854, of the establishment of a newspaper, of steamboat arrivals, and of 
early commercial developments. 

Accounts published in the Plainview newspapers since 1899, when 
the local creamery was established, have been utilized in preparing a 
historical sketch of this co-operative organization appearing in the 
Plainview News for January 31 . 

In order to arouse interest in the meeting of the Winona County 
Old Settlers Association held at Winona on February 22, the Winona 
Republican-Herald published weekly from January 11 to February 22 
articles about the early history of the coimty by William Codman, the 
association's historian. They deal with the following subjects: " Cap­
tain Orrin Smith — Founder of Winona," "Winona 's Christmas 
Pa r ty " of 1852, a community celebration held in the Winona House, 
the dates of the " Establishment of Schools " and other public institu­
tions in Winona, the " Skulls of Chief Wabasha's Children " that were 
obtained from graves on Wabasha Prairie by an English phrenologist 
in 1852, an "Abstract of T i t l e " of the Winona State Teachers Col­
lege, the story of Maiden Rock and "We-non-ah, Indian Woman," 
and " Pioneer Women of Winona." 
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