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explained by Mabel Crinkley In an article entitled " It Started in Min­
nesota," which appears in the August issue of Our Minnesota. There 
are hundreds of similar associations " all over the country today, but 
the Red and White stores were the first " chain of independent grocers, 
according to the author of the present article. 

Some results of a " detailed study of State Fair weather over the 
past 56 years," made by Professor Ralph H . Brown of the department 
of geography in the University of Minnesota, are presented in the 
St. Paul Pioneer Press for July 13. Since the Minnesota State Fair 
began to hold exhibitions on Its present grounds In 1885, Professor 
Brown finds that it has been open to the public 380 days; of these 
" 250 have been favorable, 107 unfavorable (raining or very misty) and 
23 have been rainy during part of the day." He has determined that In 
recent years " weather has become a decreaslngly Important factor in 
State Fair attendance — although it still Is a large one." 

How the Minnesota Chippewa gather and prepare wild rice " In 
the Fashion of Their Forefathers " Is explained In the September issue 
of Indians at Work. References to wild rice In the diaries and writ­
ings of explorers are noted In the article. I t is accompanied by a series 
of remarkable pictures, showing Indians gathering, curing, and thresh­
ing this native cereal. 

A photograph of the " Peace Monument" in the Ramsey County 
Courthouse in St. Paul Is reproduced as the frontispiece in the Septem­
ber issue of the American-Scandinavian Review, which features an ar­
ticle on " Carl Milles In America." In the same number is a sketch, 
by A. A. Stomberg, of " ' D a d ' Erickson," Professor Theodore A. 
Erickson of the Minnesota college of agriculture, who was responsible 
for the beginning and development of the 4-H Club movement in Min­
nesota. 

On August 2 six Eagle Boy Scouts completed a trip of fifteen days 
from Duluth to St. Paul by canoe. They had followed the ancient 
voyageur route up the St. Louis River and over the Savanna Portage 
to Sandy Lake and the Mississippi. Earlier In the summer a group of 
sixty-five Boy Scouts worked for ten days to reopen the Savanna Por­
tage trail for the use of canoe parties and hikers. 
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A detailed day-by-day report of a canoe trip by " modern voyageurs " 
over the historic water route that forms Minnesota's northern boundary 
from International Falls to Grand Portage appears In the Chicago 
Daily News from June 24 to July 12. The voyage Is reported by M r . 
Edwin McK. Johnson, outdoor editor of the News; his companions on 
the trip were a guide, Mr . Roland Ericson of Big Lake, and a photog­
rapher, M r . George Ryan of Minneapolis. They retraced the route 
long used by traders and voyageurs in a " 17-foot birch veneer canoe, 
passing through the fish and game paradise on the northern rim of 
Minnesota.'' Taking the trip eastward, as did the voyageurs when 
they returned from the interior with rich cargoes of furs, " meant that 
two thirds of the route would be ' uphill ' or against the current, for 
until you reach Height of Land between North and South lakes, far 
along our way, the water is flowing to Hudson Bay," Mr . Johnson 
writes in his second article. " From Height of Land, It Is ' downhill,' 
flowing to Lake Superior, but that's the short end of the voyage." In 
the articles that follow, the writer pictures the border wilderness with 
Its varying scenery, numerous portages, and attractions for the sports­
man. Attention Is given also to the historical significance of the ancient 
route, which is shown on an outline map accompanying the opening ar­
ticle. Photographs taken on the trip appear with many of the later 
articles. 

The summer attractions of Minnesota are brought out In an article 
which gives emphasis to the fact that " The ' Father of W a t e r s ' Rises 
in Land of the Sky Blue Waters ," appearing In the August issue of 
the Diamond, a trade journal issued at Tulsa, Oklahoma, by the 
Mid-continent Petroleum Corporation. I t contains brief mentions of 
Lake Itasca, the Kensington rune stone, the Northwest Angle, and the 
Paul Bunyan tales. 

LOCAL HISTORICAL SOCIETIES 

Nearly two hundred people attended the annual picnic of the Crow 
Wing County Historical Society at old Crow Wing on August 17. 
The program included talks on " T h e Value of Local His tory" by 
T . W . Simons, dean of the Crosby-Ironton Junior College, on " Epis­
copal Missions" by the Reverend George Smith, and on " Father 
Pierz " by the Reverend Arthur LaMothe. A collection of Indian 
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objects owned by Mr . John G. Morrison was displayed, and visits were 
made to historic sites in the vicinity of Crow Wing. 

A program arranged by the Dakota County Historical and Archeo­
logical Society accompanied the dedication of a marker on the site of 
the Sioux village of Kaposia, in what is now South St. Paul, on July 23. 
Dr . Arthur J . Larsen, superintendent of the Minnesota Historical So­
ciety, discussed the history of the Indian village, and M r . B. V. Beadle 
of the local society spoke on the Sioux chief Little Crow. 

A brief description of the museum of the Goodhue County Histori­
cal Society appears with some pictures of the exhibits in the courthouse 
at Red Wing In the Kenyon Leader for September 5. " The money 
the county Is spending In maintaining this county museum Is well spent," 
reads the account. 

T he second number of Hennepin County History: A Quarterly 
Bulletin, which Is Issued by the Hennepin County Historical Society, 
appeared in July (see ante, p. 216) . I t contains accounts of meetings 
held in April and June, descriptions and lists of recent accessions to 
the society's museum collections, lists of new members, notes on museum 
activities, and the like. The quarterly reveals, for example, that dur­
ing the three months from April 1 to June 30 about four hundred visi­
tors viewed the museum exhibits. The Issue presents also a sketch of 
Jonas H . Howe, a Hennepin County pioneer of 1854 who " gave up his 
early profession of painting to become a farmer." Four oil paintings 
by this frontier artist have been presented to the society by his daughter, 
Mrs . Caroline H . Delles of Los Angeles. 

Among the local chapters of the McLeod County Historical Society 
that held meetings during the summer were those at Winsted and Glen­
coe. Speakers on the Winsted program on July 23 included M r . Wil­
loughby M . Babcock, curator of the Minnesota Historical Society's 
museum. Officers of the Glencoe chapter, elected on August 18, in­
clude Mrs . Isabelle Zrust, president, Melvin Keenan, vice-president, 
and Mrs . Edward W . Reed, secretary-treasurer. Mrs . Sophie P . 
White, secretary of the McLeod County society, has been contributing 
thumbnail sketches of pioneer life to the Hutchinson Leader. 

A program of papers and talks and an exhibit of pioneer implements, 
furniture, and other objects attracted more than eight hundred people 
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to a picnic arranged jointly by the Marshall County Historical Society 
and the local Old Settlers Association and held near Alvarado on July 
27. Among the speakers were Dr. J. V. Brietwelser of the University 
of North Dakota, M r . Frank Dahlgren, and Mr . J . W . Sands. M r . 
Dahlgren, who has resided in Marshall County since 1879, presented 
an Interesting description of pioneer life In the region. His paper ap­
pears in the Warren Sheaf for July 30. The same paper for August 6 
publishes M r . Sands's account, which deals with the " Development 
of Alvarado Community," with special reference to the Bethlehem Lu­
theran Church. 

The Mart in County Historical Society has published a booklet deal­
ing with Martin County Postmasters and Postoffices from September 
6,1858, to September 1,1941 (25 p . ) . The author. Judge Juhus E. 
Haycraft, president of the Martin County society and a vice-president 
of the Minnesota Historical Society, prepared this material for presen­
tation before the local society's summer meeting at Ceylon on August 
31. It has been published also In Installments in the Fairmont Daily 
Sentinel from September 1 to 9. From the federal post office depart­
ment, the Martin County society obtained a "complete list of all the 
post offices in Martin county since its organization," with the date of 
establishment, the names of postmasters, and the dates of their periods 
of service. Judge Haycraft enlarged upon this material, presenting a 
useful and Informative sketch of each of the fifty post offices that have 
existed In the county. He records that of these " thirty-seven have been 
discontinued or merged," two have removed to other counties, and " a 
third. Lake Puzah, a forerunner of Horlcon post office, seems to have 
just 'winked out . ' " The author Indicates changes in the names of 
post offices, thus making a contribution to the county's geographical 
record. A map of Martin County on which post offices are located 
serves as a frontispiece for the pamphlet. Other speakers at the Cey­
lon meeting Included M r . E. R. Flygare, who presented a history of 
Lake Belt Township, and Miss Ardella Kahler, who read a history 
of the village prepared by Mrs. Henry Chrlstensen. M r . Flygare's 
paper, like that by Judge Haycraft, has been Issued by the Martin 
County society In pamphlet form, and it also appears In installments in 
the Sentinel, beginning in the Issue for September 12. 

M r . A. C. Constable of Deward Township was elected president of 
the Nobles County Historical Society at a meeting held at Worthington 



4 4 2 NEWS AND COMMENT DEC. 

on August 17. Mrs . C. R. Thompson of Worthington was named 
vice-president, M r . Stanley E. Nelson of Worthington, secretary, and 
M r . A. L. Wells of Brewster, treasurer. A feature of the program 
was a chalk talk on local pioneers, presented by Perry J. Carter. 

" When the Olmsted County Historical Society chose Mrs . Bunn T . 
Willson as its president, it not only chose wisely but paid credit where 
credit was due," writes Arnle Rost In the Rochester Post-Bulletin for 
July 19. W h a t the society's "museum Is today is due In very large 
part to the efforts of Mrs . Willson," the writer asserts. H e concludes 
that " both the society and Its museum should go far under her direc­
tion." M r . Rost comments on an index to the society's file of early 
Rochester newspapers prepared under Mrs . Willson's direction, de­
scribing it as "one of the museum's most valuable assets." The index, 
which serves as a guide to some fifty thousand Items in ninety-five news­
paper volumes, has now been completed, according to an announcement 
In the Post-Bulletin for July 16. 

Among the recent acquisitions of the Otter Tai l County Historical 
Society is a group of papers relating to the teaching experiences of Sarah 
M . Leonard, later Mrs . George Cole of Pelican Rapids. Her daugh­
ter, Mrs . C. P. Frazee, presented them to the society, according to the 
" Historical Society Notes " published In the Fergus Falls Daily Jour­
nal for September 10. T h e papers include teachers' certificates Issued 
in Juneau County, Wisconsin, in 1863, and In Otter Tai l County in 
1882. 

A brief history of the Pope County Fair, contributed by the Pope 
County Historical Society, appears In the Pope County Tribune of 
Glenwood for September 11. The story of the local lair is traced back 
to 1872, when the Pope County Fair Association was organized. 

The thirteenth annual North Shore Historical Assembly, consist­
ing of the historical societies of St. Louis, Lake, and Cook counties, 
was held at Watersmeet at the mouth of the Knife River on August 
9. More than two hundred people attended. Included on the pro­
gram were papers and talks on the " History of Knife River" by 
Hans Ojard, on " North Shore Townsltes in the Boom of the 
Fifties " by Otto E. Wieland, on " The Three MacGIllIvrays," early 
North Shore trappers, by J . P . Bertrand, and on " Early Pioneering 
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In Cook County" by N. J . Bray. Mr . Ojard's paper appears In 
lull In the Two Harbors Times for August 14. Mr . Bertrand, who 
Is president of the Thunder Bay Historical Society, invited the as­
sembly to hold Its 1942 meeting in Fort William or Port Arthur. 

Ten of the thirty-two Indian portraits and North Shore scenes 
In the Eastman Johnson collection owned by the St. Louis County 
Historical Society are reproduced in the Duluth News-Tribune for 
July 20. A brief sketch of the artist's career and some information 
about his visits to Lake Superior in 1856 and 1857 appear with the 
pictures. 

The county board of Waseca County has appropriated two hundred 
dollars to promote the work of the Waseca County Historical Society, 
according to an announcement in the Waseca Herald for July 17. 

At a business meeting of the Washington County Historical So­
ciety held at Stillwater on July 18, the secretary announced that the 
organization now has a total membership of 120. Many Interesting 
additions to the society's collections have been made since it occupied 
Its new museum quarters early In the summer. A program presented 
at the society's summer meeting at Woodbury on August 9 featured 
the history of that township. 

The Watonwan County Historical Society and the St. James 
Commercial Club co-operated in sponsoring the celebration of the 
seventy-first anniversary of the founding of St. James on September 
14. An extensive exhibit of articles of local historical Interest was 
displayed by the society In connection with the celebration, under the 
direction of Mr . George Hage of Madelia, its president. In addi­
tion, local business concerns arranged appropriate historical displays 
in their windows. The Watonwan County Plaindealer, for example, 
placed on exhibit a copy of its first Issue, which was published on Sep­
tember 3, 1891, and thus served as a reminder of the paper's fiftieth anni­
versary. Several articles in the issue of the Plaindealer for September 
11 appropriately commemorate the community's anniversary. In­
cluded are accounts of the founding of St. James by G. W . Tanner, 
of the " History of the St. James Public Library" by Mrs . N. A. 
Peck, and of the " Pioneer History of Long Lake Township" by 
Ole Danielson. The story of the Flogstad family of Nelson Town-
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ship, whose members left Norway in the 1860's to settle In Wiscon­
sin and later removed to Minnesota, Is presented as an Illustration of 
frontier migration and settlement. A number of early Watonwan 
County post offices that no longer exist are listed, located, and described. 
Additional comments on these early centers of settlement are presented 
In the Plaindealer for September 18. 

" The Minnesota Historical society for many years has built up 
a state-wide collection In St. Paul. . . . A Winona county museum 
can do likewise for this county and area." Thus reads an editorial 
in the Winona Republican-Herald for September 29, which com­
mends the work of the Winona County Historical Society in estab­
lishing a museum on the campus of the Winona State Teachers 
College. An appeal for contributions to the museum, issued by 
M r . William Codman, a member of the society's board of directors, 
appears in the same Issue of the Republican-Herald. 

LOCAL HISTORY ITEMS 

An old stone building that once served as a railroad station and 
post office for a point known as Caroline Is the subject of an article 
by Frank Franciscus in the Mankato Free Press for July 17. He 
records that the building, which Is still standing, was erected about 
1857, and that It served as a "mail distribution center" for pioneer 
families living north of Mankato. Most of the Information pre­
sented was obtained from M r . C. V. McGraw, a pioneer settler In 
the vicinity. 

Substantial contributions have been made toward the Cass Lake 
museum building, now under construction, by various groups in the 
community (see ante, p. 343) . The women of a local Catholic 
church raised more than a hundred dollars by giving a chicken sup­
per ; the money Is being used for the interior finishing of the building. 
Heating equipment has been furnished by the local Episcopal congre­
gation. M r . and Mrs . A. G. Swlndlehurst have presented the 
lighting fixtures. When completed, this local historical museum 
should be an excellent example of what can be accomplished by intelli­
gent co-operation. 

Several reminiscent articles about the Windom Institute, a seminary 

or secondary school established at Montevideo in 1885, appear in the 
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Montevideo American for September 26, which Is a thirtieth anniver­
sary edition. The story of Its founding as the Western Minnesota 
Seminary Is reviewed by Dr. Anna Amrud, a graduate of 1898, who 
tells of plans made for the school at a state meeting of Congregational 
churches In 1884. The school was opened in an old hotel building, 
but in 1889 It acquired a building of its own. Experiences as members 
of the institute's faculty are recounted by D . W . Headley of Winne­
bago, Frances W . Hunt of Worcester, Massachusetts, and Walter M . 
Swann of Grandvllle, Michigan. Other articles in the anniversary 
Issue deal with the history of the American, with the restoration of the 
Lac qui Parle mission buildings, and with the work of the Chippewa 
County Historical Society. 

T he history of School District 74, in Greenvale Township, Dakota 
County, is reviewed by Alfred Tourson In the Dakota County Tribune 
of Farmington for September 5. The first schoolhouse In the district 
was a log structure built in 1857; ten years later the present schoolhouse 
was erected. A picture of this country school accompanies the article. 

A brief history of the packing Industry In Albert Lea, by L. W . 
Splcer, appears In the Evening Tribune of Albert Lea for August 19. 
I t calls attention to the twenty-fifth anniversary of the operation of the 
local plant by Wilson and Company of Chicago, and tells of Its earlier 
organization as the Brundin Packing Company in 1908. 

T he fiftieth anniversary of the Villa Maria academy at Frontenac 
was celebrated with appropriate ceremonies on September 8. The 
school was established In 1891 on a site presented to the Ursullne order 
by General Israel Garrard, a prominent resident of old Frontenac. 
The history of the Villa Maria is briefly reviewed in the Winona 
Republican-Herald for August 23. 

A three-day celebration from July 18 to 20 at Grand Rapids marked 
the fiftieth anniversary of the community's Incorporation as a village. 
Featured on the first two days was a historical pageant, "Logging 
Days," which dramatized the development of Itasca County and Grand 
Rapids. Special anniversary editions issued by two local newspapers — 
the Grand Rapids Herald-Review and the Itasca County Independ­
ent — provide a wealth of material on the history of the village and the 
county. Both issues give emphasis to the story of the lumber industry 
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In the region, and both contain articles on an important related indus­
try that is represented locally by the Blandin Paper Company. In­
cluded also are accounts of the early history of Itasca County and Grand 
Rapids, notes on place names In the region, reports of Interviews with 
and sketches of pioneers, and articles on local institutions and indus­
tries. T h e Independent gives attention to iron mining and summer 
resorts, and It Includes a sketch of the North Central School and Ex­
periment Station. M r . L. A. Rossman, editor of the Herald-Review, 
is the author of an account of " Logging Days " In the area, with an 
announcement of the anniversary celebration and a review of its signifi­
cance, which appears In the Duluth News-Tribune for July 13. A 
booklet dealing with the history of Grand Rapids, published by the 
jubilee committee under the title Logging Town, Is reviewed elsewhere 
In this Issue of Minnesota History. 

Students of agricultural history will be interested In an article In 
the Dassel Dispatch for September 18 dealing with the "History of 
Seed Corn Growing and Processing in the Dassel Area." It credits 
J . H . Pendergast of Collinwood Township with being " a pioneer 
promoter of this Industry " In Meeker County, for as early as 1884 he 
was offering "seed corn of guaranteed quality to the farmers of the 
Dassel territory." Others followed his example, and soon corn was 
replacing wheat as the region's most Important crop. The work of 
Andrew Larson, the first Meeker County farmer to find a market for 
local seed corn In Minneapolis, Is given recognition. In the same issue 
of the Dispatch appears the first Installment of a reminiscent narrative 
by O. E. Linqulst, a Dassel pioneer of 1874. His recollections of pio­
neer events and personalities are published under the heading, " Those 
Were the Days! " 

" The gate receipts were large enough to pay all the premiums and 
purses offered " in connection with the first Mille Lacs County Fair, 
which was held in September, 1892, according to an article In the 
Princeton Union for August 14. Over two thousand people attended 
the fair on a single day, and twenty-seven premiums were awarded in 
the livestock division. I t was not until nineteen years after the fair 
made this auspicious beginning, however, that a permanent agricultural 
society was organized In Mille Lacs County and fair grounds were 
acquired. Some Information about the history of 4-H Club activities 
in the county appears In the same issue of the Union. 
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Old Fort Ridgely was the scene of a meeting on August 22 com­
memorating the seventy-ninth anniversary of the repulse of the Sioux 
by the defenders of the fort In the outbreak of 1862. Among those who 
participated in the program were Dr. Lewis Beeson of the staff of the 
Minnesota Historical Society, who discussed the significance of Fort 
Ridgely In the story of the settlement of the Minnesota Valley; M r . C. 
Parks Lampman, who reviewed the events that led up to the Sioux 
W a r ; and Senator Victor Lawson of Willmar, who represented the 
Kandiyohi County Historical Society, of which he Is president. Dr. 
Beeson's address is published in full in the Fairfax Standard for Au­
gust 28. 

One of Rochester's three original mail carriers, M r . Arthur B. WIl-
hams, who began his activities in 1891, recalls the beginnings of postal 
service for the city in an Interview published in the Rochester Post-
Bulletin lor July 1. The early history of the Rochester park system 
is outlined in three articles appearing in the Post-Bulletin for August 
4, 5, and 6. They reveal that in 1905, just after the park board was 
established, only one man was needed to maintain the city's parks. 

A special section of the Walnut Grove Tribune, published in con­
nection with Its issue for August 14, commemorates the paper's fiftieth 
anniversary. Featured in the section are a brief history of the paper, 
which was established as the Rural Center In 1891, and a sketch of 
Charles E. Lantz, who served as its editor from 1906 to 1941. There 
are also numerous sketches of local business concerns, schools, churches, 
clubs, and the like, most of which are illustrated with early photographs. 

The value of the minutes of the Ramsey County board for the study 
of local history is brought out In an article In the St. Paul Pioneer Press 
for August 3. Among the matters that came before the board in Its 
early years were the granting of licenses to operate ferries, the paying of 
bounties on wolves, and the fixing of county taxes. The minutes, 
which are preserved In the office of the county auditor, fill thirty-one 
volumes and cover the years from 1849 to the present. 

"Perseverance City, Neenah, Minnewawa, Hartford, Sauk City 
and Grand Rapids are names that today survive only in the early rec­
ords " of Stearns County, according to an article in the Paynesville 
Press for August 21. The author found these and other unfamiliar 
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place names In a plat book In the office of the county register of deeds at 
St. Cloud. Most of these towns, which existed only on paper, date 
from the late 1850's. 

The editor of the Clarissa Independent reviews the " History of 
Clarissa's Fire Department from 1902 to 1941 " In the issue for Sep­
tember 11. Credit is given to Frank Flmon, who was mayor In 1902, 
for organizing the first active fire department. Photographs of the 
local department, its equipment, and Its activities, accompany the article. 

A volume of Biographic Sketches of the Original Settlers in Rush 
Creek Valley, Winona County, Minnesota has been prepared and pub­
lished by Dr. Syvert H . Johnson, a son of a Norwegian pioneer who 
settled in the valley in 1853 (Belllngham, Washington, 1941. 144p.) . 
As a background for his sketches. Dr . Johnson presents several chapters 
dealing with the settlement of the Root River country and with the 
conditions of pioneer life In southeastern Minnesota. He describes the 
log cabins that the first settlers built on the sheltered hillsides of their 
claims " among large oak trees and In close proximity to live running 
springs." Most of the cabins, he records, " were one and a half or two 
stories high, having one or sometimes two windows with one door." 
In the single room that formed the lower floor, " a bed was placed in 
one corner, a cupboard in a second, a table in the third, and a stove In the 
fourth." Some excellent pictures of such cabins Illustrate the text. 
Another Interesting Illustration shows a " pioneer post-hole fence," and 
the building of fences by the early settlers Is described. Early schools, 
political organization, postal service, the founding of churches, and 
many other subjects are touched upon. 

Impressions of Winona In 1854 are recalled by Mrs . Mary E. Brad­
ley, who went there as a child with her parents. In an interview reported 
by Mrs . Christine Hanson In the Winona Republican-Herald in install­
ments appearing from September 11 to 16. The journey from Illinois 
to Prairie du Chien by wagon and upstream from the latter place by 
steamboat is described in the opening installment, where Mrs . Bradley 
tells also of the hotel, known as the Grant House, that her parents built 
and opened with a grand ball In November, 1855. 
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