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Measured by actual accomplishment, perhaps the most active local
historical society in the state during the last quarter of 1941 was that in
Hennepin County. Outstanding among its activities was the sponsorship
of a little volume entitled The Bokemian Flats, compiled by workers of
the writers’ program of the WPA and published by the University of
Minnesota Press. The book is reviewed in another section of this maga-
zine. The society issued also, in October, the regular quarterly number
of Hennepin County History: A Quarterly Bulletin, with notes on meet-
ings, accessions, membership, museum displays, attendance, and other
activities, and brief articles of local historical interest. Among the latter
is an account of the “Creation of Hennepin County” by Dana W. Frear,
and on “Early School Days in Hopkins” by R. J. Mayo. The annual
meeting of the society, at which all officers were re-elected, was held in
Minneapolis on October 7, and regular monthly meetings were held on
November 5 and December 2. The November meeting was held at
Bloomington, and Mr. F. Wilson Pond and others recalled events in the
early history of the community. A “Hobby Show” with more than
twenty exhibitors was the feature of the December meeting.

At its regular meeting on October 1, the Kandiyohi County board
appropriated the sum of a thousand dollars for the Kandiyohi County
Historical Society. The money is to be used for constructing a fireproof
vault in the society’s museum on the county fair grounds, thus assuring
the safe preservation of archives and other valuable records in the custody
of the organization. An editorial in the Willmar Daily Tribune for Octo-
ber 2 commends the action of the board in thus providing for the preser-
vation of county and other local records. The writer asserts that the
“safe-keeping of county records is only one small part of the mission of
the county historical society,” which should also make an effort to col-
lect and make available school, church, township, and other records of
local value.

Mr. Oscar Beckman was named president of the Lake County His-
torical Society at its annual meeting, held at Two Harbors on Novem-
ber 5. Other officers for the coming year include Dr. J. A. ]umer,
vice-president, and William E. Scott, secretary-treasurer.

About a hundred people attended the quarterly meeting of the
McLeod County Historical Society held at Glencoe on October 27. The
program, which was arranged by Mrs. Isabelle Zrust, president of the
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local chapter of the society, included papers and talks on the early
history of Glencoe by Miss Mae Hankenson; on the experiences of a
pioneer, G. K. Gilbert, by his granddaughter, Miss Clara Gilbert; and
on an early Glencoe merchant and banker, Captain M. Theony, by his
daughter, Mrs. Minnie Austin. A special display of pioneer objects was
arranged in connection with the meeting. Meetings of the Hutchinson
chapter of the McLeod County society were held on October 21, Novem-
ber 18, and December 16. At the November meeting, Mr. S. S. Beach
was named president of the chapter, Dr. S. E. Bennion, vice-president,
and Mrs. Grover Finney, secretary-treasurer. Sketches of frontier life in
McLeod County, contributed by Mrs. Sophie P. White, secretary of the
county society, have been appearing under the heading “Pioneer Pic-
tures” in the Hutchinson Leader. The influence of settlers from New
England, who built the town of Hutchinson around a public square,
thus using as a model the villages they had known in the East, is brought
out in the sketch published on October 17. In the issue for November 7,
Mrs. White tells a story of Charles P. Kittredge, an early settler from
Maine. When he moved into his own log cabin in Hutchinson, his rela-
tives in the East, picturing a pretentious residence, sent him a silver
door plate engraved with his name for his new house. A pioneer Christ-
mas celebrated by the German settlers of Acoma Township is described
in the issue for December 1g.

At the annual meeting of the Marshall County Historical Society,
which was held at Warren on December 12, plans were discussed for a
summer meeting in 1942 “with all communities of the county partici-
pating in showing the make-up of America.” All officers of the society,
including Judge Nels M. Engen, its president, were re-elected.

The sum of eight hundred dollars for the work of the Olmsted
County Historical Society was appropriated by the county board at a
meeting held on October 10. The society’s president, Mrs. Bunn T.
Willson of Rochester, headed a delegation that appeared before the
board to explain the organization’s needs and aims. Among other com-
munities represented were Stewartville, Byron, Chatfield, and High
Forest. At the society’s annual meeting, which was held in Rochester
on October 28, Dr. Arthur J. Larsen of the state historical society pre-
sented an address on “The Local Historical Society and the Com-
munity.” Officers of the society read reports which revealed that the
organization now has a hundred and seventy-five members and that
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more than three thousand objects have been assembled for its museum
collection.

Pioneer residents of Fergus Falls and life there in the 1880’s were
described by Judge W. H. Goetzinger of Elbow Lake in an address
presented before the annual meeting of the Otter Tail County Historical
Society, which was held at Fergus Falls on November 8. He emphasized
the importance of historical museums like that of the Otter Tail County
society, wherein the records of the past can be preserved and displayed.
Another speaker, the Reverend William Van Dyken, described the so-
ciety as a “link between the past and present.” Reminiscent talks were
given by two pioneer Otter Tail County women, Mrs. R. Bogstad of
Eugene, Oregon, and Mrs. M. H. Wellman, an early teacher. Officers
elected at the meeting include Judge Anton Thompson, president, M. J.
Daly, first vice-president, Elmer E. Adams, treasurer, and E. T. Barnard,
secretary. More than thirty thousand visitors who registered have viewed
the Otter Tail County society’s museum exhibits, according to the “His-
torical Society Notes” prepared by Mr. Barnard for the Fergus Falls
Daily Journal of December 5. Gifts recently added to the society’s col-
lections are described in this and other issues of the Journal.

The possibility that the Pipestone County Historical Society may
soon obtain quarters for a museum is announced in the Pipestone Leader
for November 25. Mr. H. A. Petschow, the society’s president, suggests
that the home of a pioneer family might be purchased and remodeled
for use as a museum. In the issue of the Leader for December 9, the sug-
gestion is made that a proposed addition to the courthouse include a
room for the historical society.

Dr. Paul Hagen was named president of the Polk County Historical
Society at its annual meeting, which was held at Crookston on Decem-
ber 14. Other officers elected are E. A. Estenson, vice-president, Mrs.
Bert Levins, secretary, and John Saugstad, treasurer.

“Personal Recollections of Judge Thomas E. Buckham and Anna
Mallory Buckham” was the title of a paper read by Mrs. Charles Batchel-
der before the annual meeting of the Rice County Historical Society in
Faribault on November 4. Her paper appears in installments in the
Faribault Dasly News for November 5, 6, and 7. All officers of the so-
ciety were re-elected at the meeting. They are Carl L. Weicht, president,
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Mrs. Howard Bratton, vice-president, Miss Mabel Pierce, corresponding
secretary, Miss Amy Babcock, secretary, and Donald Scott, treasurer.

Plans are under way for the publication of a history of Roseau
County, with the Roseau County Historical Society acting as sponsor in
co-operation with the county board and the Minnesota writers’ project.
Material for the book will be assembled under the supervision of Mr.
Earl Chapin, editor of the Warroad Pioneer. Since only meager ma-
terials on the history of this northernmost section of Minnesota are in
print, the forthcoming volume should prove particularly useful.

The career of Joseph R. Brown was reviewed by Dr. Arthur J. Lar-
sen, superintendent of the Minnesota Historical Society, at the annual
meeting of the Sibley County Historical Society in Henderson on No-
vember 14. Election of officers resulted in the naming of A. L. Poehler
as president, Einar A. Rogstad, secretary, and G. A. Buck, treasurer.
Some early legal documents presented to the society for its museum
collection are described in the Henderson Independent for December 19.

Programs for meetings to be held in the fall and winter by the Lake
Pepin Valley Historical Society were outlined at a meeting held in
Lake City on October 14. Most of the programs will center about events
in the history of Lake City. Officers elected at the meeting include R. C.
Bartlett, president, Francis H. Kemp, vice-president, and Emil Bohm-
bach, secretary-treasurer.

At its quarterly meeting, which was held in Waseca on October 6,
the Waseca County Historical Society announced its plan “to honor the
memory of each departed member with a book to be placed in the county
library.” Other matters discussed were the publication of a volume deal-
ing with the history of the county, and heating arrangements for the
society’s log cabin museum.

At the annual meeting of the Washington County Historical Society,
which was held at Stillwater on October 6, E. L. Roney was named
president, Miss Mary Bailey of St. Paul Park, first vice-president, Mrs.
Rollin G. Johnson of Forest Lake, second vice-president, Mrs. George
Goggin of Stillwater, secretary, and Miss Ruth Grandstrand of Marine,
treasurer. Among the new accessions displayed at the meeting were some
seventy-five photographs of houses and stores in pioneer Stillwater,
made by an early itinerant photographer who identified the pictures
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but, unfortunately, failed to date them. Dr. Grace Lee Nute, curator of
manuscripts for the Minnesota Historical Society, was the speaker at a
meeting held at Mahtomedi on December 2. She took as her subject the
contributions of pioneer women to the development of Minnesota.

LocaL History [ TEMS

Some “Personal Memories of Early Life in What is Now Hazelton
Township,” Aitkin County, are presented by Alice K. Hazelton in an
article appearing in three installments in the Aitkin Republican for
October 30 and November 6 and 13. Mrs. Hazelton tells of going to
Aitkin County and settling on a homestead after her marriage at Excel-
sior in 1885. Many of the early settlers in the vicinity are named and
many phases of frontier life are described.

Some information about the early history of Blackduck in Beltrami
County is included in the fortieth anniversary edition of the Blackduck
American, issued on December 11. An account of the village’s first year
is reprinted from the first number of the American, published on Decem-
ber 11, 190I.

A voyage by sailboat from Norway to Quebec and thence overland
by railroad and wagon to Brown County, Minnesota, is recalled by Ole
K. Broste in a reminiscent narrative which he dictated to Petra M. Lien
and which has been issued in multigraphed form (12 p.). The Broste
family was one of several Norwegian families who immigrated in a
group in 1868 and who settled in Linden Township, Brown County.
The log cabins and sod huts in which they lived and the hardships with
which they were forced to contend are vividly described by Mr. Broste.
The grasshopper plagues and the blizzards of the 1870’s are among the
events recalled.

Winter sports in Hastings in the 1880’s are recalled in an article ac-
companying two views of a toboggan slide built on West Second Street
in 1886, appearing in the Hastings Gazette for December 5. According
to this account, Hastings boasted “well patronized toboggan clubs”
which made trips to St. Paul, and the “clubs of the capital city came
to Hastings by train with brass bands, and they formed parades up and
down the streets.” A photograph of the sawmill owned by R. C. Libbey
at Hastings in 1874 is reproduced with a descriptive note in the Gazerte
for November 2r1.
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A “History of Winnebago” compiled from various printed sources
by Mrs. Cecil Robertson appears in the Winncbago City Enterprise for
October 2. This account of a Faribault County community was read
before a meeting of the Round Table Study Club of Winnebago.

A history of the Trinity Lutheran Church of Biue Earth is included
in a booklet issued on September 21, 1941, to commemorate its fiftieth
anniversary. The congregation was organized in 1891 as the Blue Earth
City Scandinavian Evangelical Lutheran Church. The account includes
sketches of pastors who have served the congregation, descriptions of
church buildings, and reviews of the activities of various church or-
ganizations.

The fact that the “Wheels of Industry in Albert Lea Started 85 Years
Ago” is brought out by Lester W. Spicer in a feature article appearing
in the Evening Tribune of Albert Lea for October 11. Logging opera-
tions inaugurated by George S. Ruble in the fall of 1856 marked the
beginning of industrial development at Albert Lea, according to Mr.
Spicer. The dam that Ruble built across the Shell Rock River and early
mills and bridges are described in the article. The history of the Hay-
ward Creamery, a co-operative plant established in 1885, is reviewed by

Charles Nelson in the Tribune for October 28.

Under the title “Gordonville Village Before & After,” a reminiscent
narrative by Livy E. Joppa appears in installments in the Glenville
Progress from October 23 to December 11. In the issue for November
13, the author tells of the fruit trees and bushes transported from Penn-
sylvania by Thomas J. Gordon, one of the earliest settlers in the vicinity;
an early Fourth of July celebration is the subject of the sketch appearing
on November 20; and a co-operative creamery established in 1889 is
described in the final installment.

The village of Hader in Goodhue County is the subject of an inter-
esting sketch in the Wanamingo Progress for October 30, which calls
attention to the fact that the original plat of the town, dated August 22,
1857, is owned by Mr. S. O. Haugen of Wanamingo. The present ac-
count reveals that Hader was an important station on the stagecoach
line between Faribault and Red Wing in the 1850, that the first Good-
hue County fair was held there, and that it rivaled Red Wing in the
contest for the county seat. In 1920 a co-operative cheese factory was
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established at Hader, and its story is reviewed in the Bulletin of the
Goodhue County Rural Electrification Association for October. The
latter article is reprinted in the Zumbrota News for October 24.

Installments of a “History of Houston County” by H. P. Krog have
been appearing in the weekly issues of the Hokah Chief since October
30. An editorial note informs the reader that the narrative is based upon
“notes and sketches found among papers of the late Edward Wheeler,
well known La Crescent citizen of fifty years and more ago.” The
beginnings of settlement in southeastern Minnesota are described in the
opening installments, and many of the men who went there before 1856
are named. A list of “interesting events chronologically arranged,” be-
ginning with 1854, appears in the issue for December 4.

The background of Scandinavian settlement in Kandiyohi County
that resulted in the founding of Bethel Lutheran Church at Willmar in
1891 is brought out by Victor E. Lawson in a review of “Bethel’s Past,”
published in the Willmar Daily Tribune for October 8. The article ap-
pears with an account of the celebration by this Swedish congregation
of its fiftieth anniversary.

The course of one of the Red River trails through what is now Gen-
nessee Township in Kandiyohi County is traced in a brief article in the
Atwater Herald for October 3. It includes a quotation from an early
description of a Red River train.

Articles about the early history of Koochiching County and its pioneer
citizens continue to appear in the International Falls Press under the
heading “Down the Years with Our Pioneers” (see anfe, 22:346).
Particularly valuable are the historical sketches of villages, townsites, and
ghost towns in the county, most of which were founded within the
present century. Included, for example, are accounts of Hannaford,
Mizpah, Little Fork, and Big Falls, in the issues for October 2, and
November 6, 13, and 15, and a list of ghost towns in the number for
December 4. Noteworthy also is a brief review of the history of Fort
Frances, the city on the Canadian side of the Rainy River, in the issue
for October 16. Interesting accounts of dams in the Rainy River coun-
try and of the Women’s Civic League of International Falls are pub-
lished on October 23 and 30. The articles appear also in the Saturday
issues of the International Falls Daily Journal.
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Some recollections of Barney Atnesen, who has lived in the Lake of
the Woods country since 1894, are reported in the column entitled
“Over the Editor’s Desk” in the Warroad Pioneer for December 25. He
names a number of traders who were operating in the area in the 18g0’s
and locates their trading stores, and he tells the story of an Indian pow-
wow that he witnessed in 1899.

The “only industrial development that ever took place in the North-
west Angle country of Minnesota” is the subject of an article in the
St. Paul Pioneer Press for October 26. It deals with the exploitation of
felspar mines in the area, beginning in 1928, when a mill which ground
the product for market was erected at Warroad. Transportation of the
felspar by barge over the Lake of the Woods proved impractical, and
production ceased in 1937. The dismantling of the mill at Warroad is
announced in the present article.

The fiftieth anniversary of the founding of a business that developed
into the present firm of George A. Hormel and Company is the occa-
sion for the publication, in the November number of Squeal: The
Hormel News-Magazine, of a detailed history of an important industry
at Austin. Year-by-year improvements in the packing plant that Mr.
George A. Hormel opened in a remodeled creamery in the fall of 1891
are described in this elaborately illustrated issue. Included also are
sketches of the founder of the firm and of members of his family who
later entered the business in southern Minnesota. The student of busi-
ness history will find much to arrest his attention here, for among the
illustrations are reproductions of pages from early account books, of
price lists issued by the firm, of early newspaper advertisements, and the
like; and similar types of materials have been used in the preparation
of the narrative. Notable also are the many photographs which illustrate
the growth of the packing plant and the development of its products.

The Hormel company and its place in the history of Austin receive
attention also in the golden anniversary edition of the Austin Daily
Herald, published on November 8. A wealth of information about the
history of Austin and of Mower County is presented in this issue. It °
contains, for example, an account of the organization of the village of
Austin in 1868, with a detailed record of the year-by-year activities of
the council, based upon its minutes for a period of twenty years. Indus-
trial development is stressed, with reviews of the growth of railroads
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since their first operation in the region in 1867, and accounts of such
local business firms as a printing shop, a sawmill, motion picture houses,
and the Herald itself. The stories of the founding of the township and
the origin and growth of the city are recounted in detail, and the history
of the community’s public utilities is reviewed. The Opera House that
was the city’s “social and cultural center” in the 1890’s is the subject of
an article by Don V. Daigneau. There are numerous articles dealing
with the history of the county and of its smaller settlements. The many
interesting illustrations add to the value of the edition.

R. W. Terry is the author of a brief review of the history of Murray
County which appears in the Murray County Herald of Slayton for
October 2. The narrative was prepared for a volume in preparation un-
der the auspices of the Minnesota Editorial Association.

Members of the Woman’s Missionary Society of the Union Presby-
terian Church of St. Peter celebrated the organization’s sixty-fifth anni-
versary on November 14. The history of the society was reviewed by
Mrs. E. C. Carlton, and some recollections of early members were pre-
sented by Mrs. H. L. Beecher. Some information about the beginnings
of the organization in 1876 is presented in the St. Peter Herald for
November 12.

The store at West Newton which still remains as it was in 1898 when
its owner, Alexander Harkin, decided to return to his native Scotland
is described as a “Historian’s Paradise” in the rotogravure section of
the Sz. Paul Pioneer Press for December 7. A brief account of the West
Newton store accompanies a scries of interesting photographs showing
the exterior, the pigeonholes in which mail was distributed, the wood-
burning stove behind which are shelves filled with drugs and spices,
and other merchandise characteristic of this pioneer store.

A former postmaster of Ada, Mr. Jason Weatherhead, reviews the
“History of Ada and County Postal Service” in the Norman County
Index of Ada for December 18. He traces the beginnings of regular mail
service in the vicinity back to 1874, when a post office known as Mac-
donaldville was established in a farmhouse on the Wild Rice River.
Postmasters who have served at Ada since an office was established there
in 1876 are named, other post offices in the county are listed with the
names of the first postmasters, and “post offices that were in operation
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in Norman county at various times but are now discontinued” are given
with the years during which they were open.

Some “Hunting Stories of Long Years Ago,” gleaned from the files
of the Fergus Falls Journal, are combined in an article appearing in the
issue of that paper for October 6. Among the stories included are those
of a morning’s hunt that netted fifty-three ducks in 1873, of two hunters
who bagged eighty prairie chickens in a single day in 1880, and of the
men who brought in forty-two wild geese in 1888.

“Fisher’s Landing, Minnesota,” is described by Alfred Torrison as a
“town which has been made and then destroyed in the course of railway
extension,” in the North Dakota Historical Quarterly for October. The
importance of the settlement on the Red River during the era of steam-
boat transportation as well as in the period of railroad building is brought
out, Some rather startling errors occur in the text; the “Anson Northup,”
the pioneer steamboat on the Red River, for example, is designated as
the “Anse Northrup.”

The seventy-eighth anniversary of the Pilgrim Baptist Church of St.
Paul, which is said to have been founded by a “little band of Negro
slaves who escaped from their masters in Civil War days,” is the occa-
sion for the publication of an article about its history in the Sz. Paul
Pioneer Press for November 9. Among the illustrations is a portrait of

the Reverend Robert T, Hickman, who founded the church:

The memory of Frank Hibbing, who discovered iron in the vicinity
of the community that bears his name and who platted the original
townsite, was honored on October 21, when the Frank Hibbing Memo-
rial Park was dedicated and a bronze statue of Hibbing was unveiled.
In the Hibbing Daily Tribune for October 20, Mrs. David Graham
retells the story of Hibbing’s discovery of ore in 1892 and of the found-
ing of the community. Pictures of the Hibbing monument appear in the
Tribune for October 20 and 22.

Miss Gertrude B. Gove is the author of a History of Technical High
School in St. Cloud, which has been published as a pamphlet (16 p.).
As a background for the development of high-school education in the
Stearns County city, Miss Gove traces the story of education in the com-
munity back to 1858, when the “first tax-supported school held in the
pioneer village” opened its doors. She mentions also a school conducted
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by a Benedictine father, a private school organized by Miss Amelia
Talcott, a seminary established in 1860, and a high school planned in
1862 by Jane Grey Swisshelm. The steps by which the city attained a
high-school room, a three-year course, and finally a fully organized high
school are carefully traced.

With a joint history of the townships of “Long Prairie and Round
Prairie,” O. B. DeLaurier has concluded the series of detailed histories
of Todd County townships that have been appearing in the Long Prairie
Leader for some years past. The final section opens in the issue for
October 23 with reviews of the geology, archaeology, Indian inhabitants,
and exploration of the district under consideration.

“Newspaper History of City Dates Back 86 Years” reads the headline
of an article in the Winona Republican-Herald for December 6. It not
only tells of the founding of the city’s papers, but describes the activities
of pioneer journalists, such as W. J. Whipple and Daniel Sinclair. Vari-
ous types of presses that have been used in Winona newspaper offices
since 1892 are described in other articles appearing in the same issue

of the Republican-Herald.
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