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thick; between these knees (which are placed very close to each other)
and the bark, are thin pieces of cedar wood, of the thickness of a quarter
of an inch and length of ten to twelve feet, and arranged in such a
manner as to join the edges, whereby the bark on the outside is pre-
vented from yielding to trifling pressures.

But the greatest strength of a canoe of this kind is in the gunwale
(which is made of strong tough.wood and well bound with watape) and
the stiffening poles which are laid in the bottom of the vessel to support
the lading, and prevent it from breaking in the waves. So that a canoe
is equally‘ strong and safe, whether laden or empty, provided it is not
too heavily laden.?* This afternoon we met five canoes loaded with In-
dians who were on their way to their hunting grounds. They looked
comfortable & happy, and no doubt each one of them who is possessed
of a canoe, a gun, a dog and (last because they respect them least) a
wife, feels himself a man of as much consequence as the greatest Poten-
tate in Europe.

On this Rocky point we were obliged to remain, very much to our
mortification, until Thursday the 1st day of June, when although the
wind had not subsided altogether, we were so disgusted with our con-
fined situation that we were glad to put to sea and try our fortune.

Thursday 1st June. But we only proceeded to the next point, three
miles distant when we were obliged to land again and stay until 3 in the
afternoon. Here however we found something to amuse ourselves with,
as the squirrels were plenty, & the land open and dry. In hunting to day
one of our indian Hunters shot a very large Bear but did not succeed
in getting him.

From this point the distance is eight miles to Black River, a stream
of 20 yards in width and in certain seasons is said to abound in fish.
From this River to Point[e] au[x] Barque[s] or Vessel Point (so called
from the resemblance of the Rocks at the point to a vessel) the distance
is 15 miles, and for the whole distance the coast is extremely rocky and
dangerous, but particularly so at the point, from which a reef of sharp
rocks extends about two miles into the Lake, or rather Bay. This is the
southern or south eastern point of Saganau Bay. We had a fair wind

% This description adds a few essential details to that in Schoolcraft’s Narrative
Journal, 66—70 and plate. Compare also with earlier descriptions in Alexander Macken-
zie, Voyages from Montreal . . . in the Years 1789 and 1793, xxiv—xxvi (London,
1801), and Douglas S. Robertson, ed., An Englishman in America, 1785, Being the
Diary of Joseph Hadfield, 108 (Toronto, 1933). Watape is a thong made from the pliant
boughs and roots of spruce.
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this afternoon which partly compensated us for our misfortune of the
morning, and at Sundown we landed in the Bay of Saganau three miles
from Pt au Barque, having made 23 miles.?®

Friday June 2nd. At 5 oclock this morning we left our encampment,
and proceeded up Saganau Bay for Point au Chene [Osk Point]. About
6 miles from P* au Barque is La Riviere au Tourte or Pigeon River,
which is navigable for Boats a few miles and takes its rise in a small
Lake near P au Chene, called Me-ke-nau-ko-kau-ning or Turtle Lake,
which is 5 miles in circumference.

From Point au Chene (which is 15 miles distant from P* au Barque)
the distance to the crossing island is 12 miles. The course from the point
to the island is N.67.w.—it is called by the Voyageurs Mackinaw is-
land,? and by the indians Shau-wanagunk, is four miles in circumfer-
ence, well timbered, and has proved very interesting in the mineralogical
way, as Mr Schoolcraft procured some elegant specimens of chalcedony
and flint here. There are two small islands near this between which the
water is very shallow.

After remaining on the island a short time to rest the men, we steered
for the northern point of the Bay, which is called Cranberry point and is
distant from the island 20 miles:?" This is a low Sandy point, destitute in
a great measure of herbage & affording in other respects little appearance
of vegetation.

From this point we continued on ten miles, when we arrived at La
Riviere au Sable or Sandy River, where we encamped.

This river is thirty yards wide at its mouth and though its entrance
is obstructed by a sand bar, it is very deep above; it is navigable for 6
miles with boats of considerable sise, and to the head waters which are
about 60 miles from the Lake, with canoes; its waters abound in fish par-
ticularly sturgeon, of which an abundance was presented to us by the
natives, who reside here at all seasons of the year in considerable num-
bers. In consequence of a fair wind for this afternoon, we made to day
62 miles.

Saturday June 3rd. On inquiry I learn that Saganau Bay at its mouth

% Probably the site of present-day Port Austin, Huron County. Pointe aux Barques
derived its name, according to Doty, in Wisconsin Historical Collections, 13:170, from
the fancied resemblance of the rocks to the stern of a vessel.

 The larger of the Charity Islands, in modern nomenclature,

*" Cranberry Point is identifiable as Tawas Point, east of Tawas City. The mouth of
the Au Sable River, where the party encamped, is about fifteen cance miles from Tawas
Point.
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is about 55 miles wide, but seldom crossed there on account of the dan-
ger should a wind rise from any direction.?®

To day we embarked at 6 a m. from Sandy River to Thunder Bay
the distance is 30 miles and the shore is extremely uninteresting. The
Bay is 14 miles wide at the mouth and 16 m. deep. We crossed it in one
hour and forty minutes with a fair wind.

In a direction N.E. from the northern point of Thunder Bay, and
about two miles distant from the shore lay three islands called Thunder
Bay Islands. From Saganau to Thunder Bay the shore is sandy. After
waiting the arrival of one of the canoes which had remained behind
through fear, we continued our journey, and at night landed on a point
12 miles distant from Thunder Bay, called Sho-she-ko-kau-ning or Flat
Stone Point. On this point Mr. Schoolcraft collected an abundance of
specimens, chiefly organic remains and many of them of animals now
extinct. The land from Saganau to this place appears sandy and barren,
but we are told that it falls into a low swampy country. Opposite to flat-
stone point and about 2 miles from the shore lays middle Island, so
called, as is supposed from its being equidistant from P* au Barque &
Michilimackinac.?®

Sunday June 4* This morning we embarked at 6 but before we had
proceeded two miles, a violent storm arose accompanied by thunder and
lightning, and we were in consequence of it obliged to stay 2 hours when
we again put out and continued on the water until sunset, when we
landed on a point called by the indians Ke-no-sha-kah-ning, or Portage
Point. Here we were much troubled with the musqu[i]Jtoes, now very
numerous, and succeeded in getting little sleep on account of their in-
vasions, for although we were all provided with Bars or Nets, yet we did
not trouble ourselves to pitch them. The evening was somewhat cold,
and we found our Buffaloe skins and Blankets very comfortable.

Monday sth June. We left Portage Point at 8 am. and in Two
hours our canoes arrived at She-bah-tah-wah-gog or Presqu’ Isle, we
having been obliged to walk on account of the wind, which blew ex-
tremely hard. Here we remained until the wind subsided, which was not
until 5 p.m. when having carried our goods &c across the portage, a
distance of only 120 yards, while around, it is about 2 miles, we con-

28 This distance is correct if Saginaw Bay is measured from Au Sable to Pointe aux
Barques. It is fifteen miles from Point Lookout to Oak Point.

® Trowbridge’s supposition about Middle Island, still so named, is correct. Flat
Stone Point is northwest of the present city of Alpena.
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tinued our course, with the intention to travel all night, but an adverse
wind arose, and at 11 at night we were glad to get ashore,®® satisfied
with having made 20 miles from Presqu’ Isle.

Tuesday 6th June At 20 minutes before 5 we put out tho’ the wind
had not ceased, and by unremitted exertion we were at 2 o’clock, at the
foot of Bois Blanc Isle, or White wood Island. This Island is 18 miles in
length, but as the land is not thought valuable there have as yet been no
settlements made upon it.*!

We continued up the west shore of Bois Blanc and before dark ar-
rived at Mackinac, having made to day against a strong wind 6o miles.

The Island of Michilimackinac is about nine miles in circumference.
The town, harbor, and the forts, Mackinac & Holmes, present to the
traveller a view at once picturesque and sublime. Fort Mackinac is situ-
ated on the cliffs which completely surrounded the island and render it
inaccessible to an enemy, is about 120 feet above the water and com-
pletely overlooks and guards the town and harbor. Fort Holmes, not
only commands fort Mackinac but the whole island, and is built on a
circular eminence 150 feet higher than Fort M. The situation of this
fortress is so peculiar, that with a garrison of 200 men it would be ten-
able against any number; and it was in consequence of a strategem in
getting possession of this that the whole island fell into the hands of the
British troops during the late war. The Town contains 100 buildings, in-
cluding a Court house and jail; The houses are generally constructed of
bark. The population is chiefly french, who are mostly very poor.52

The island is situated about 4 miles from the main shore, and 2 m.
from B. Blanc; near it (8 miles distant,) lay the St Martin Islands, on
which large and apparently inexhaustible beds of gypsum have been
found. At this place is stationed the Head Quarters of the American Fur
Company: this company is very extensive and their establishments are

% Near the present town of Rogers.

* Bois Blanc Island is about twelve miles long. The journalist’s distances are often
only rough approximations and there appears to be no consistency in the errors.

# Mackinac Island and its environs are treated more fully in Schoolcraft’s Narrative
Journal, 110-124. Schooleraft distinguishes between the “modern town of Michili-
mackinac” on the island and the ancient town “which was located on the extreme
point of the Peninsula of Michigan,” the present site of Mackinac City. Following the
capture of Mackinac by the British in 1812, they erected a fort, which they called Fort
George, on the highest point. The Americans changed its name to Fort Holmes when
they regained possession of the island after the War of 1812, Fort Mackinac, which was
established by the British in 1780, and was held alternately by the British and the
Americans until 1815, was south of Fort Holmes on lower ground. For brief accounts
of these forts, see Edwin O. Wood, Historic Mackinae, 1:534-537 (New York, 1918),
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spread over all the country between the Mississipi & the great lakes.
They have about 300 men in their employment, who come to Mackinac
in the spring with the fur collected during the winter, where they stay
from one to three months, when they receive another assortment of
goods and proceed to their wintering grounds. Here during the winter
they live like savages, enduring every privation and hardship for the
sake of lucre. The capital employed is 300,000, but I am informed that
they never have use for the whole amount.

Tuesday June 13th. Having procured two additional canoes of the
burthen of three tons, and left one of ours which we found too weak for
safety, and having repacked our provisions which had been sent from
Detroit by a schooner, from Barrels into Kegs, we left Mackinac at 10
o’clock, with a fair wind for the Sau[l]t de St Marie Nine miles from
Mackinac, in the course from the island to the mouth of St Marys River
lays Goose[berry] Island, memorable on account of battles fought there
in the old wars.?® The main shore on our passage across the bend, to the
River, was too distant to afford us much matter for the satisfaction of
our curiosity, and at night we landed five miles from the mouth (or
rather one of the mouths) of the S* Marys and opposite to Drummonds
Island, on which is a military post of the British Gov?, and also a small
village. The islands in the mouth of this river are almost innumerable,
and their elevated situation and beautiful foliage, contrasted with the
clear and extended expanse of water, afford to the contemplative traveller
a source of infinite gratification. From Mackinack to the Detour, or turn
i.e. the mouth of the River the distance is 45 miles.?*

Wednesday 14th June. At 5, we embarked and proceeded to ascend
the river for twenty miles, where our guide through ignorance or from
some other cause, led us through the wrong channel, and we had much
difficulty in ascending the numerous rapids which opposed our progress;
in one of these we injured our canoes so much that it became necessary
to land and repair them. This is done with much facility by the Vo-
yageurs, who are always supplied with the necessary articles of Bark,
Watape and gum, for that purpose; indeed we find it necessary to gum

3 An engagement of the War of 1812 occurred on Gooseberry or Brant Island, one
of the cluster in the Cheneaux group.

3 The post on Drummond’s Island was Fort St. Joseph, which was erected in 1795.
Since it was abandoned and burned by the British in 1814, only the ruins were visible
to the exploratory party of 1820. See a note by R. G. Thwaites, in Wisconsin Historical
Collections, 13:178 n.; and Wood, Historic Mackinac, 2:629. The “Detour” is indicated
as the “Detour Passage” on modern pilot charts.
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our canoes every night after landing, which however, and fortunately
too, is a work of little labor. We found the ascent of the river upon the
whole quite interesting, and though no inhabitants were to be seen, the
scenery possessed sufficient variety. The general width of the River is %
of a mile, though in some places it is twice that width.

At 6 in the afternoon we landed at the Saut, and the appearance of
our little sq[u]adron spread an universal astonishment among the natives
who had assembled to witness our arrival. Our show was rendered much
more imposing by an escort of 25 men under the command of Lieut
[John S.] Pierce, who had accompanied us from Mackinac to render
assistance in case of any hostility on the part of the indians, who, we had
been informed were not altogether so friendly in their disposition as we
could have wished.?®

Immediately after our arrival we were welcomed to the Saut by M*
George Johns[t]on, a son of Co! [John] Johns[t]on, and invited to his
fathers house, where during our stay we were treated with the greatest
hospitality. Co! Johnson has résided at the Saut for a great number of
years. He married a native, a daughter of one of the influencial chiefs,
by whom he has a large family of children.?¢

Mrs Johnson though not very comely in her person, being quite as
dark complexioned as the natives generally, is yet extremely easy and
polite in her manners; and the young gentlemen and ladies are highly
accomplished, one of them having received her education, and in fact
passed the early part of her life in Europe.

Thursday 15" June. To day we walked up to the head of the falls
and descended in a canoe, They are extremely rapid and dangerous on
the American side of the river, tho’ barges sometimes descend them with
the usual lading. The length is about 1% mile, and in that distance the
fall is 22 feet and 10 inches. The rocks over which the water falls is a
red sand stone.

Below the falls, i.e. at the foot of them, we saw a number of indians
in the act of taking white fish. These delicious fish are caught here in
very great quantities and in fact constitute the principal food of the in-
dians who are generally about 50 families in number, as well as that of

# Lieutenant Pigrcc was a brother of President Franklin Pierce. The augmented
party, now numbering sixty-six men, was taken in a twelve-oared barge to Sault Ste.
Marie.

‘”']ohn Iohn'ston, who settled at the Sault in 1793 and married an Indian woman,
was in Europe in the summer of 1820. His eldest daughter, Jane, who had been edu-
cated in Ireland, later became Schoolcraft’s first wife.
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the whites, who are agreeably to the census lately taken 8o in number,
men, women and children.®” They take them in scoop-nets, with which
they fish from canoes and the rocks. The fish caught at this place are
acknowledged superior to any of the kind caught in the Lakes, possess-
ing more richness of flavor, and being of much greater weight.

Friday June 16th. A treaty for the cession of a small quantity of
Land at this place for the purpose of the establishment of a military post
had been contemplated, and accordingly on this morning the Indians
were assembled in council at the Marquee of the Governor, and their
sentiments were required with respect to the Cession! There were not
many old chiefs at the Council, and the young men of influence, were
very vehement in their protestations against a cession. The Governor in-
formed them that we were perfectly sensible of our rights to the land by
the Treaty of Greenville, and a copy of that treaty was produced and
explained to them, but they would listen to no terms, and were appar-
ently determined to prevent any innovation of their rights.3® They were
informed that a military post would certainly be established there, and
that although they had once received a compensation for their lands, yet
if they chose to improve the present opportunity another would be
granted them, but if they suffered the present one to pass by, another
never would offer. This forcible reasoning had no effect on their minds,
and the council broke up, when the Chiefs returned to their camp. Im-
mediately after they had retired the Governor observed the British flag
flying at their lodges, and with that bravery and just sense of honour

® Various estimates or actual counts of the Indian population are available. Many
censuses were made by Indian agents. Typical is the exhaustive census of the Indians of
the Northwest made by Nicholas Boilvin and enclosed with a letter from Cass to Cal-
houn, December 31, 1818, in Department of War, Letters Received, National Archives.
Boilvin was United States agent for the Winnebago, with headquarters at Prairie du
Chien. Reuben G. Thwaites, “Notes on Early Lead Mining in the Fever (or Galena)
River Region,” in Wisconsin Historical Collections, 13:28s.

3 The treaty of Greenville, Ohio, was concluded on August 3, 1795, between
Anthony Wayne and chiefs representing the Delaware, Shawnee, Wyandot, and Miami
Confederacy. It established a definite boundary within the Northwest Territory between
Indian lands and those open to white settlement. Lands westward and northward of the
treaty line were conceded to the Indians, except Detroit and other specified French
settlements. The United States claimed a tract of land at the Sault by virtue of an earlier
grant made to this country by France and confirmed by the treaty of Greenville, and
reconfirmed by the treaty of Spring Wells or Detroit on September 8, 1815, and by the
treaty of Fort Harrison on June 4, 1816. See the Dictionary of American History, 2:425
(New York, 1940); Schoolcraft, Narrative Journal, 136 n.; and William W. Folwell,
A History of Minnesota, 1:103 n. (St. Paul, 1921). It is perhaps understandable that
the two hundred Chippewa at the Sault would not be amenable to observing the terms

of a treaty entered into a quarter of a century earlier by confederate nations inhabiting
the Ohio country.
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which characterizes a great man, he walked up without an attendant (for
he would suffer none to accompany him) and entering the encampment
amongst that ferocious band of savages threw the flag to the ground.

So much bravery terrified the Indians, and the Governor called to his
Interpreter through whom he told them that if they attempted to raise
the flag again he would order his men to fire on them without reserve.
He concluded however to send the flag to his own encampment there to
keep it until his departure. .

In less than ten minutes from this time every woman and child with
all their baggage was on the opposite side or crossing the River. The
indians prepared themselves, expecting an attack from us, and we being
under the same apprehensions from them, loaded our arms, doubled our
guards, and made every preparation to sell our lives as dearly as possible.
During this part of the scene our attention and admiration were particu-
larly attracted by the conduct of one of our indians, a young man of a
very uncommonly prepossessing appearance and dignified deportment
for a native, who, when the other indians of our party strongly protested
against taking arms in opposition to their bretheren, came to the Gov-
ernor, & demanded a gun with ammunition &c. saying that the conduct
of the others should be no rule for his conduct, and that as he had joined
the Governors party with the expectation of sharing the difficulties and
dangers with them, he would now, however repugnant to his feelings,
offer his services against his relatives and acquaintances, in the same
manner, as if they were his enemies, for from what he had observed he
considered their conduct highly reprehensible. The Brave fellow had no
cause to exert his good courage, for a new council was held at the house
of Mr Johnson, from which the young and boisterous chiefs were ex-
cluded, and in consideration of certain goods paid them on the spot, they
ceded to the United States a tract of Land Sixteen Square miles commenc-
ing at the head of the falls, running down the line of demarkation to
the little Rapids, thence back from the river so as to make the .above
quantity of land.®®

The young chiefs afterwards apologised to the Governor for their rude
conduct, and humbly solicited his pardon.

® This incident has been recounted in a dozen places, especially in biographies of
Lewis Cass, wherein the actual course of events has often been confused by the imagina-
tions of the several authors. The most complete summary heretofore available is in

Wisconsin Historical Collections, 5:413—416, in which a letter by Trowbridge, who was
living at the time of its publication, is quoted. See ante, p. 133.
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We have to acknowledge ourselves much indebted for this session, to
Mr Geo Johnson, without whose kind offices nothing would have been
effected.

Saturday 17th June. In consequence of our too great quantity of lad-
ing, of which we were not aware at the time of our departure from
Mackinac, where we received on board our stock of provisions, we were
obliged to procure an additional canoe at this place, after purchasing
which we procured two french guides and proceeded to take our goods
&c to the head of the falls. This is a work of considerable labor, as the
difficulty and danger of ascent is so great, that only about one third of
an ordinary load can be carried at a time. With much exertion we had
by four p.m. succeeded in getting all our lading above the falls, and we
continued our course up the River to Point aux Pins or Pine Point, so
called from the growth of pine timber here which is somewhat unusual
in this country. From this point which is 6 miles distant from the falls,
& 12 m. from the lake, the Voyageur has an extensive view of that vast
inland sea, on which perhaps he is destined to encounter almost insur-
mountable difficulties. At this place we passed the night very comfortably
and on the morning of

Sunday June 18th, we prepared to take a serious departure (for we
had hardly considered it so as yet,) from civilized Beings. The natural re-
flection that it would be the melancholy lot of some of us never to return,
here strongly suggested itself to our minds, and our spirits were enliv-
ened only by the animated boat songs of our Canadians. In three hours
we were at the head of this beautiful river which connects the waters of
Lakes Huron & Superior. The whole length is 63 miles; its banks afford
very fine timber and a rich alluvial soil well adapted to the purposes of
husbandry. This river is the great and in fact the only key to the upper
country, and the importance of a military post at the Saut of St Marys
must strike forcibly on the minds of all persons, acquainted with the
advantage of a security to our Traders in the indian country, as well as
to the white inhabitants at that place.

We continued to row all day against very unfavorable winds, and at
12 at night, exhausted with fatigue and hunger we Landed at Shell
Drake River 24 miles from the head of the S Marys, having made only
42 miles to day.

Here we found two lodges of Indians of the Chippeway nation, who
resided on the head waters of the Mississipi River; and who were now
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on there way to Mackinac, for the purpose of soliciting the interposition
of the U. S. Indian Agent at that place in their quarrels with their neigh-
bors the Sioux, with whom they are perpetually at war. They appeared
to be in a miserably poor condition, and when we gave them a plug of
tobacco each, they were transported with joy. They told us that it would
take them a great while to earn sufficient or rather to collect a sufficient
quantity of furs for the purchase of so much as we had presented them
gratuitiously.

Shell Drake River is thirty yards wide at its mouth and very deep,
though the entrance is much obstructed by an extensive Sand bar.

We are becoming quite accustomed to our mode of travelling and
sleeping, and it has been resolved that if our appetites continue to in-
crease as they have done, we shall on our return surprise our friends.

[To be continued |
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