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traders traveling between the waters of the Mississippi and those of 
Lake Superior, for it connected small streams flowing into Sandy Lake 
and the St. Louis River. The site described by Mr. Sackett was dis­
covered in the summer of 1932 by a state forester, Mr. Edward Lawson. 
Excavations on this site yielded a number of interesting "articles used 
in Indian trade a century or more ago." Mr. Sackett expresses the opin­
ion that this was the site of a "stopping-off place, a camp, or overnight 
resting station for the trader or trapper traveling across the portage" 
rather than that of a large trading post. 

Minnesota Indian scenes of the 1820's, painted in water color by Peter 
Rindisbacher and displayed in the Round Tower Museum at Fort Snell­
ing during the spring months, are described in an fllustrated article in 
the St. Paul Pioneer Press for March i. A list of the six paintings in the 
display appears ante, p. 94. 

A "historical review of the various land grants made by Congress to 
the state and the disposition of the proceeds from the sale of such lands" 
is presented in a booklet entided The Trust Funds of Minnesota: A 
Heritage to Protect, recendy published by Julius A. Schmahl, state treas­
urer (1942. 19 p.) . Most states "sold their school and other public lands 
on a liberal basis and used the money derived from them for the imme­
diate needs of the state," reads an introductory statement, but "Minne­
sota was the first state to conceive the plan of conserving these resources 
for the benefit of future generations." The influence of Governor Ramsey 
in bringing about the establishment of a permanent school fund is given 
recognition; and the contributions of Wflliam W. Braden, state auditor 
in the i88o's, who obtained the enactment of a law "permitting the leas­
ing of State lands for iron mining purposes," are reviewed. The booklet 
contains useful sections on the Congressional land grants received by the 
state and on the investment of funds obtained from the sale and lease 
of such lands. 

A detailed review of the "Mflestones in the History of School of Mines 
and Metallurgy" of the University of Minnesota was presented by Pro­
fessor Elting H. Comstock on January 13 before a meeting commemo­
rating the fiftieth anniversary of the founding of the school. The address 
is published in ftfll in Minnesota Chats, a university publication, for 
January 14. Professor Comstock notes the influence of Professor Chris­
topher W. Hall in bringing about the first faculty resolution in favor of 
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a school of mines in 1887. A legislative appropriation in 1891 was fol­
lowed by the appointment of WiUiam R. Appleby as professor of mining 
and metallurgy, and in the next year four students were enroUed in his 
courses and "quarters were fitted up in Pfllsbury Hall." OriginaUy, ac­
cording to this narrative, the mining courses were given in the college 
of engineering, and it was not untfl 1897 that separate coUeges were 
established. 

The American Institute of Swedish Arts, Literature and Science in 
Minneapolis is designated as a "Minnesota Center for Study of Swedish 
Culture" by A. A. Stomberg in the American Swedish Monthly for Jan­
uary. The institute's museum is housed in a structure buflt for use as a 
home about "forty years ago by Swan J. Turnblad, the successful owner 
and publisher of the Swedish-language weekly, Svenska Amerikanska 
Posten," and presented to the institute in 1929. Mr. Stomberg describes 
the elaborate house in some detafl, presents accounts of special exhibits 
displayed therein, and reviews the institute's program of activities. The 
institute's Bulletin for January includes an article on "Scandinavian Li­
braries in the Twin Cities," in which the opinion is expressed that the 
Scandinavian collection of the Minnesota Historical Society is "undoubt­
edly the largest collection of books and other materials dealing with the 
history of the Scandinavians found anywhere in this country." Special 
attention is given to the library of the Swedish-American Historical So­
ciety. The large and important collection of Scandinaviana in the library 
of the University of Minnesota also is described and evaluated. In the 
same issue of the Bulletin, an account of "A Remarkable Community 
Museum" at Cokato, originally published ante, 2 i : 440-442, is reprinted 
"in slighdy abbreviated form." 

The "History of Medicine in Minnesota" that has been appearing for 
some time in Minnesota Medicine is continued in the first three issues 
for 1942 with the opening installments of a "History of the Minnesota 
State Medical Society" by Dr. Arthur S. Hamflton. He presents the rec­
ords of a medical convention held in St. Paul in July, 1853, which, he 
asserts, "represents the first attempt to hold a medical meeting" in Min­
nesota Territory. The convention, writes Dr. Hamilton, passed a motion 
to "resolve itself into the Minnesota Medical Society," and several meet­
ings were held in the years that followed. It was not until 1869, however, 
that a permanent organization, from which subsequent annual meetings 
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have been dated, had its origin. Much of the material presented consists 
of quotations from contemporary newspapers and from the proceedings 
and records of the society. 

Archbishop John Ireland of St. Paul is an important figure in Theo­
dore Maynard's recent volume on the Story of American Catholicism 
(New York, 1941. 694 p.) . It includes a brief reference to the Irish 
Colonization Society, which the Minnesota prelate helped to found, and 
to Ireland's effort to transform "fishermen from Connemara" into Min­
nesota farmers. Some attention is given to the scheme of Catholic educa­
tion "tried at Faribault and Stfllwater in Ireland's diocese" and to the 
"famous controversy within the Church" that it precipitated. Recollec­
tions of the archbishop's sisters. Mother Celestine and Mother Seraphine, 
and of his nephew, the Reverend James Howard, are presented by James 
C. Byrne in the "Notes and Comment" section of volume 32 of the 
United States Catholic Historical Society's Historical Records and Studies 
(New York, 1941). 

The purchase by the federal government of 473 acres of land in the 
Nerstrand Woods of Rice County was announced in the Faribault Daily 
News for March 13. Plans are under way to exchange this remnant of 
the Big Woods area of southern Minnesota for certain state-owned lands 
in northern Minnesota that the federal government wishes to add to 
national forest areas. When this has been done, the Nerstrand Woods 
wfll become a state park. As funds become avaflable, additional tracts will 
be added to the "present nucleus of what wiU stand as a memorial to 
the pioneers . . . who laid out the timber tracts and their descendants 
who have preserved the forest" in Rice County, according to the North-
field News for March 26. Articles reviewing both the history of the Ner­
strand Woods and of the long struggle to preserve the area as a park are 
contributed by Carl L. Weicht to the Faribault fournal and the North-
field Independent of February 19. In the former paper he credits the 
preservation of the area to the fact that some 170 "farsighted Norwegian 
and German setders had divided two sections of forest land into smaU 
woodlots to provide a permanent source of fuel for the surrounding 
farms." These pioneers and their descendants "practiced very acceptable 
forestry methods in clearing out the older trees and keeping a heavy 
stand of growing trees on the land," with the result that the "Nerstrand 
Woods best retains today the real character of the historic Big Woods." 
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"Just as State Parks preserve scenic portions of original Minnesota, so 
do State Memorial Parks, State Waysides and State Monuments pre­
serve and perpetuate outstanding events in State history," writes Harold 
W. Lathrop in an article on "History in Our State Parks," appearing in 
the April issue of the Conservation Volunteer. This is the first of a series 
of articles covering the "field of histqrical conservation, as carried on by 
the Department of Conservation, through the Division of State Parks." 
In it several sites associated with the Sioux War of 1862 are described — 
Fort Ridgely State Memorial Park, Mflford Monument, and Schwandt 
Monument. 

The life of Emfl J. Oberhoffer, who organized the Minneapolis Sym­
phony Orchestra and served as its conductor for nineteen years, is the 
subject of a sketch in volume 12 of the Encyclopedia of American Biog­
raphy (New York, 1941). Other Minnesotans whose careers are re­
viewed in this volume are Dr. Olaf M. Norlie of Minneapolis, psycholo­
gist, teacher, pastor, and editor; and three prominent businessmen, James 
A. Nowell of St. Paul, Frank M. Steiner of Minneapolis, and Frank L. 
Thompson, whose work as a railroad executive identified him with many 
parts of the state. Sketches of a number of important Minnesota busi­
ness executives appear in volume 13 of this work. Included are Frederick 
G. Atkinson, George W. Strieker, and James L. Robinson of Minne­
apolis, and Francis J. Ottis of St. Paul. The life of President George H. 
Bridgman of Hamline University also is reviewed in this volume. 

Under the heading "Picture Story of Minnesota," scenes from "Min­
nesota Document," a motion picture about the state (see ante, p. 93), are 
reproduced in the rotogravure section of the Minneapolis Sunday Trib­
une and Star Journal for January 11. The film was produced by the 
visual education service of the University of Minnesota. 

Three Mendota houses that are closely identified with the early history 
of Minnesota are included in Lewis Barrington's recent book on Historic 
Restorations of the Daughters of the American Revolution (New York, 
1941). Descriptive sketches of the Sibley, Faribault, and De Puis houses 
are presented, with brief accounts of their significance in the history of 
the state. Each sketch is accompanied by a photograph of the house 
described. 
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L O C A L H I S T O R I C A L S O C I E T I E S 

Some of the exhibits in the museum of the Blue Earth County Histori­
cal Society at Mankato are described in detail by May Fletcher in articles 
appearing in the Mankato Free Press for January 15 and 30, and Febru­
ary 16. That the museum is rich in materials brought from foreign lands 
by immigrant setders of Blue Earth County is revealed in the third of 
these articles. A meeting of the society on January 28 resulted in the elec­
tion of Mr. Horace Roberts as president, Mrs. Mary Sugden, vice-
president, and Mr. E. Raymond Hughes, secretary-treasurer. 

In a report to the city councfl of New Ulm on March 17, Mr. Fred 
W. Johnson, who is head of the local library board as well as president 
of the Brown County Historical Society, stressed the need for additional 
space in the building occupied jointly by the society's museum and the 
public library. He called attention to the fact that "New Ulm can boast 
of a library and museum which is second to" no other in a "city the size 
of New Ulm and far outshines those of larger cities," and he expressed 
appreciation for the funds provided "through public contributions" for 
the museum's exceUent equipment. Mr. Johnson announced that there 
is "no more room avaflable in the museum" for equipment, and that as 
a result much interesting material cannot be displayed. He asked the 
councfl to consider the problem of enlarging the museum building some­
time in the future. 

At a meeting of the Chippewa Coimty Historical Society held at Mon­
tevideo on February 25, Mr. Victor Lawson of WiUmar spoke on local 
historical work in Kandiyohi County, Mr. Norman Reitan presented a 
report on the work of reconstructing the mission chapel at Lac qui Parle, 
and Mr. Richard R. Sackett of the Minnesota Historical Records Survey 
commented on the excavations conducted on the mission site. Plans 
were discussed for the dedication of the chapel, which is nearing com­
pletion. 

The sum of three hundred dollars was appropriated by the Clay 
County board of commissioners at its meeting on March 4 for the use 
of the Clay County Historical Society. The money is to be expended in 
completing the society's museum quarters on the campus of the Moor­
head State Teachers College. 
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The museum of the Goodhue County Historical Society, which is lo­
cated in the courthouse at Red Wing, is open dafly from 9:00 to 11:00 
A.M. and from 1:00 to 4:00 P.M. , according to an announcement in the 
Daily Republican Eagle of Red Wing for March 3. The museum "is be­
coming increasingly popular with residents of both Red Wing and the 
surrounding communities," reads the announcement. 

The fact that the work of the Hennepin County Historical Society is 
receiving recognition beyond the borders of the state is illustrated in the 
issue for March 22 of Herodotus, a multigraphed publication issued by 
the Rochester [New York] Museum of Arts and Sciences. It includes a 
letter from Mr. Edward A. Blomfield, executive secretary of the Henne­
pin County society, describing the work of his organization and pointing 
out its opportunities for service in wartime. Over six hundred visitors, 
icluding nine groups of school children, viewed the exhibits in the society's 
museum at St. Louis Park in the first three months of 1942. During the 
same period thirty-one new members joined the society. About seventy-
five people attended a meeting of the organization at St. Louis Park on 
February 17 at which Judge Luther W. Youngdahl presented a talk 
on "America and Our Future." 

A program built about the history of the "Early German Settlements" 
of McLeod County was presented before a meeting of the McLeod 
County Historical Society at Hutchinson on January 30. The beginnings 
of German settlement in Acoma Township were described by Mrs. 
Charles Heller and the "Westphalian Pioneers" of the Winsted area were 
recaUed by Clement Otto. The latter's paper appears in full in the Win­
sted Journal for February 12. 

Plans for the summer meeting of the Otter Tail County Historical 
Society are announced in the Fergus Falls Daily Journal for February 28. 
It will take the form of a picnic at Thompson Point on Prairie Lake 
near Pelican Rapids, and wfll be held on June 28. 

The Polk County Historical Society completed the arrangement of its 
museum in the courthouse at Crookston early in February, when it was 
opened to the public. The museum is open each Monday, and Mrs. Bert 
Levins, secretary of the society, is in charge. 

The Reverend Frederick F. Kramer, warden of the Seabury Divinity 
School for two decades, was honored at a meeting of the Rice County 
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Historical Society held at Faribault on March 17. As the feature of the 
program. Dr. Kramer read a detailed autobiography, which was subse­
quently published in instaUments in the Faribault Daily News from 
March 18 to 25. The later sections of the narrative contain much mate­
rial about the Faribault school with which the author became identified 
in 1912. 

At the annual meeting of the Waseca County Historical Society, 
which was held at Waseca on January 5, J. P. Coughlin was named 
president, Herman Peterson, vice-president, Arnold Runnerstrom, secre­
tary, and Arthur Brisbane, treasurer. The society recendy placed in its 
log cabin museum two bronze plaques, one inscribed with the names of 
the life members of the society and the other with the names of pioneer 
setders of the county. The lists inscribed on both plaques appear in the 
Waseca Herald for January i. 

Life in the logging camps of the St. Croix Valley was described by 
Mr. S. A. KoUiner of Stillwater in a talk presented before a meeting of 
the Washington County Historical Society at Stillwater on February 3. 
Plans were discussed for a "permanent and authentic logging display" 
in the society's museum. 

The Wright County Historical Society was organized at a meeting 
held at Cokato on February 20. An address on "The Local Historical 
Society and Its Work" was presented by Dr. Arthur J. Larsen of the 
state historical society. 

L O C A L H I S T O R Y I T E M S 

"Ghost Towns of Brown County" are enumerated and discussed by 
LeRoy G. Davis in a series of articles appearing in recent issues of the 
Sleepy Eye Herald-Dispatch. Among the subjects of the detailed histori­
cal sketches of vanished towns and villages presented in this series are 
Iberia, which "became the market place and social center for a territory 
extending" from Lake Hanska to Sleepy Eye Lake, February 19; the 
village of Leavenworth, March 5; and Golden Gate, March 19 and 26. 
Most of the material presented by Mr. Davis is drawn from his personal 
recoUections and from interviews with fellow pioneers. In each case he 
includes long lists of early residents and business enterprises. 
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The "registration of 12 students" on October 15, 1891, marked the 
opening of Concordia College in Moorhead, according to an article in 
the Ulen Union for January 22. One of the original students, Mr. W. P. 
Rognlie of Grand Forks, recalls in this account that many additional 
students enrolled for the winter term and that as a result "accommoda­
tions were not adequate." He relates that "even furniture dealers did not 
have [a] sufficient supply of chairs" and that "students took their chairs 
to the dining hall" for meals and later carried them back to their rooms. 

Plans for the restoration of the litde Catholic church at Grand Por­
tage, which marked its centennial in 1938, are announced in the Duluth 
News-Tribune for January 25. Although the congregation had its origin 
in 1838, the present structure, buflt of logs and covered with siding, dates 
from 1863. A picture of the present church and two views of Grand Por­
tage from paintings made by Eastman Johnson in the 1850's accompany 
the article about the history of the church. 

A member of a party that established the setdement of Excelsior on 
Lake Minnetonka in 1853, Robert B. McGrath, is the author of the 
"Story of Excelsior in the Early Days," which appears in installments in 
the Minnetonka Record from January 15 to February 26. The group, 
which left St. Anthony in the spring of 1853, was under the leadership 
of John H. Stevens. The writer includes accounts of such events as the 
first Thanksgiving celebration in the new setderiient, the opening of a 
district school, and the building of a stockade for defense against the 
Indians during the outbreak of 1862. McGrath's narrative was published 
originally in the Record for 1906, from which it is reprinted. 

A pioneer Minneapolis lawyer, Franklin Clinton Griswold, is the 
central figure in a volume recently published by his son, Charles C. Gris­
wold, under the title As the River Flows (1939. 104 p.) . The story is 
that of a young New Englander who went west and settled in Minne­
sota on the eve of the Sioux Outbreak. Lengthy quotations from letters 
that Griswold wrote to members of his famfly in the East give color to 
the account of his participation in the frontier war. A journey of inves­
tigation up the Mississippi to St. Anthony, "now much resorted to by 
the pleasure seekers of the summer," and thence through the Minnesota 
Valley to Mankato preceded his decision to setde in Minnesota. He in­
tended to "make a careful choice, to locate where I shall want my home 
for life, a pleasant, healthy and business place." The spot selected was a 
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farm now in the heart of Minneapolis, at Minnehaha and Lake streets. 
The author, who was born there, adds many of his own recollections to 
the account of life in early Minneapolis. Much genealogical information 
is included in the volume, and there is a section on "Griswold Famfly 
Research in England." 

A pictorial record of the Farmers and Mechanics Savings Bank of 
Minneapolis is presented in a booklet entitled Minneapolis Album, 
i8y4—ig42 (20 p.) . It oudines briefly the history of this local business 
from the day in 1874 when it was organized in "Thomas Lowry's law 
office on the second floor of the Academy of Music" to the recent open­
ing of its new buflding. 

Dale Kramer's exposition of the complicated story of "The Dunne 
Boys of Minneapolis," which appears in the March issue of Harper's 
Magazine, contains a mass of detailed information about the Minneapolis 
truck drivers' strikes of the 1930's and the organization of Local 544. 

The history of a northern Minnesota creamery, the Cloverleaf Co­
operative, which is marking its thirtieth anniversary this year, is re­
viewed in the Baudette Region for February 27. A group of pioneers 
living in what is now Lake of the Woods Coimty organized the creamery 
in 1912, and two years later it began operations. 

Forty years of teaching in the Martin County schools are recalled in 
an article about Miss Mamie Smith, who was connected with various 
local schools from 1880 to 1920, in a biographical sketch appearing in 
the Sherburn Advance-Standard for January 29. Miss Smith's family 
setded in Manyaska Township in 1870, and there ten years later she 
began teaching in the district school. "Some of her school terms were of 
two and three months and salary $20 per month." The names of many 
Martin County residents who were her pupils are mentioned, and some 
of the changes in teaching methods that took place during her long • 
career are described. With two portraits of Miss Smith, the article is re­
printed in the Fairmont Daily Sentinel for February 3. 

A huge log jam "one-half mile to one mfle wide and as thick as 
sixty feet in some places," which occurred in the vicinity of Little Falls 
in the early 1890's, is described by Val Kasparek in the Little Falls Her­
ald for February 27. "Due to low water in the fore part of the driving 
season of 1893, the logs and timber did not float as rapidly," the writer 
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relates, going on to explain that "when the water got higher the logs 
were floating down the many streams tributary to the Mississippi river 
and filled it beyond capacity of the 'sorting works' here in Little Falls." 
How the jam was broken is explained and some of the men who aided 
in the work are named. 

A pioneer Fosston business firm, Mark's Drug Store, which was es­
tablished in 1892 by P. M. Mark and his son H. F. Mark and is stfll 
operated by the latter, is the subject of a historical sketch in the Thirteen 
Towns of Fosston for March 6. The town as it appeared when the 
younger Mr. Mark arrived there in March, 1892, is described, and the 
changes in the nature and location of his business over half a century 
are recounted in the present narrative. 

To commemorate the dedication of a new church building on Febru­
ary 15, the Reverend M. Caspar Johnshoy issued a booklet containing a 
Brief History of Fron Evangelical Lutheran Congregation at Starbuck 
(1942. 29 p.). The author traces the story of Lutheran activity in Pope 
County back to 1867, when the Lake Johanna Lutheran congregation 
was organized, but he notes that the Fron congregation had its origin in 
1880 and buflt its first church in 1889. 

The wrecking of the old Lafayette Emmett house in St. Paul, where 
Daniel D. Emmett is said to have composed "Dixie," was the occasion 
for the publication of a number of items about the history of the old 
house in the St. Paul papers in January and February. Among them is 
an editorial, bearing the heading "St. Paul Landmarks," in the St. Paul 
Dispatch for January 30. In response to those who belatedly urged the 
restoration of the structure, the writer of the editorial asserts that "this 
would serve little purpose unless there were some method of . . . pro­
viding for its maintenance." The suggestion is made that plans be drawn 
up in advance for the preservation of some of the city's other historic 
houses. 

Dramatic entertainment in St. Paul in the 1890's, as recalled by Mr. 
Arthur White, "dean of St. Paul theatrical men," is the subject of three 
articles in Paul Light's column, "So What!," appearing in the St. Paul 
Pioneer Press for January 15, 16, and 19. Among the entertainments de­
scribed are medicine shows that Mr. White saw on the St. Paul streets as 
a boy, the dime museum, the music hall, and the panorama of the battle 
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of Gettysburg. Also noted are some of the performances staged by promi­
nent actors of the day at the Grand, the People's, and the Metropolitan 
theaters. 

"Carrying the Mail — Pioneer Style" in the vicinity of Duluth is the 
subject of a feature article by Orville Lomoe in the Duluth News-Tribune 
for January 4. The services of frontier carriers who transported mafl by 
dog team in winter and in packsacks in summer are recalled by early 
residents of the region, whose narratives are quoted. The use of stage 
lines in the late i86o's also is noted. 

Anecdotes about "Hibbing of the past and about the people who 
buflt that Hibbing" have been appearing since February 6 in the Hibbing 
Daily Tribune under the tide "Old Colony Days." Most of the material 
presented consists of short items about events and personalities of the 
1890's and the early years of the present century, with emphasis upon 
social life in the frontier community. 

Minutes of the meetings of the "Sauk Centre Board of Trade, from 
its inception more than 60 years ago on August 15, 1881, to the last re­
corded meeting of April 15, 1901," are included in a volume recently 
discovered in Sauk Centre, according to an announcement in the St. 
Cloud Daily Times for March 13. Interesting items are quoted from this 
manuscript record of early business activity. 

"St. Cloud has always been a good circus town, though because of its 
location many shows passed to the north into Dakota, or to the south, 
through southern Minnesota into Iowa," writes Dr. H. H. Conley in an 
article on the "Circus History of St. Cloud," which appears in the St. 
Cloud Daily Times for February 27. The writer lists many of the "big 
circus names" that are linked with the amusement history of St. Cloud, 
and he gives the dates when they played there. 

A special edition of the Blooming Prairie Times, issued on February 
12, marks the fiftieth anniversary of the local co-operative creamery by 
presenting a survey of its history and sketches of men who have con­
tributed toward its progress. Plans were made originally by a group of 
farmers to establish a creamery at Newry, but Blooming Prairie was 
eventually chosen as a location because a cream station was operating 
there and it could be reached by railroad. A sketch of the history of this 
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Steele County industry, which was incorporated in March, 1892, appears 
also in the Austin Daily Herald for February 16. 

The Central Cooperative Ofl Association of Steele County is described 
as "a pioneer among cooperative oil organizations" in an article by Hugh 
H. Soper, who calls attention to its twentieth anniversary in the Steele 
County Photo News of Owatonna for January 15. The president of the 
association, Mr. A. P. Bartch, recalls that in Steele County "the move­
ment grew out of the visit to the county of a Hereford cattle breeder 
from Lyon county" who left information about the "successful coopera­
tive oil organization then existing in his own county." 

Aspects of "Pioneer Life in Winona County" are described by Wil­
liam Codman in an article appearing in three installments in the Winona 
Republican-Herald for February 6, 13, and 20. Modes of transportation, 
amusements, Christmas celebrations, lighting methods, and food are 
among the subjects touched upon. 
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