






292 NEWS AND COMMENT SEPT. 

been achieved. The office files of some private organizations may never 
become available for collection by the committee; consequently, it is ask­
ing such organizations to send in currently all possible material. Thus the 
War History Committee is attempting to assure the preservation of office 
records, to collect from private organizations all kinds of ephemeral ma­
terial, and to collect the records of individuals. The committee will avoid 
as far as possible the duplication of material collected by other depositories 
in the Twin Cities. It will not collect, for example, Minnesota newspapers 
and periodicals and federal publications received by the Minnesota His­
torical Society, or books, pamphlets, and other printed materials to be 
found in public, college, and university libraries of Minneapolis and St. 
Paul. 

The appointment of local war history chairmen in forty-six of the 
hundred and six Minnesota counties and communities that have local 
defense councils has been announced by the chairmen of the latter organi­
zations. Contact between the state War History Committee and the local 
chairmen is being maintained through instructions and suggestions pub­
lished in the Minnesota Defense Council Bulletin. Through the co-opera­
tion of the local chairmen and their committees, the state committee 
expects to build up collections of local war records in communities through­
out the state and to obtain for itself a mass of valuable war records of local 
Minnesota origin. 

Lists of organizations and individuals from whom material is desired 
have been compiled in the office of the War History Committee. Gifts from 
107 donors, nearly all of whom will continue to send the committee ma­
terial, were received before August i. Among the donors are the American 
Jewish Committee, the American Legion, the American Legion Auxiliary, 
the Council for Democracy, the Friends of Democracy, the Minnesota 
Federation of Womens Clubs, the Minnesota Anti-defamation Council, the 
Minnesota Mutual Life Insurance Company, the League of Women Vot­
ers, the Russian War Relief, the St. Paul Pioneer Press, the St. Paul Dis­
patch, the Union for Democratic Action, the United American Slavs of 
Minnesota, and the Veterans of Foreign Wars. 

Through the co-operation of the Labor Volunteers for Victory, 
thirteen international unions with locals in Minnesota are sending the 
War History Committee their publications. Nine newspapers published 
by the army at places where Minnesota men are stationed are coming 
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to the committee. Minnesotans in Alaska are sending the Kodia]{^ Bear 
and other material. The Military Railway Service, commanded by 
Brigadier General Carl R. Gray, Jr., with headquarters in St. Paul, is 
contributing various items. Numerous letters from Minnesota soldiers 
have been received. A representative collection of antiwar and defeatist 
literature is being accumulated. 

L O C A L H I S T O R I C A L S O C I E T I E S 

During the past two years the Carver County Historical Society has 
built up the impressive collection of pioneer objects now on display in its 
museum at Mayer. In two large rooms on the second floor of the Mayer 
school, the museum was formally opened to the public on April 12, 1940. 
Mr. O. D. Sell, the president of the society, whose energy and enthusiasm 
has resulted in the building up of the society's collection, is on hand every 
Wednesday and Friday afternoon to receive visitors and explain the ex­
hibits. 

Mr. Sell's success in assembling specific types of materials and his 
ability to organize these materials for purposes of display are exemplified 
in some extensive special collections on view in the Carver County mu­
seum. Outstanding among these is a collection of firearms, consisting of 
no less than 225 guns. Among them are many handmade pieces, chiefly 
of European origin. Exquisite wood carvings and finely wrought metal 
work decorate many of these items, making them worthy of careful and 
detailed examination. Included are numerous guns of primitive types, and 
the collection as a whole illustrates the development of small firearms over 
a period of more than a century. The guns are arranged on specially con­
structed racks, and each is carefully numbered and labelled. Supplement­
ing the exhibit, and adjacent to it, are displays of hunting and military 
accessories — powder bags, powder horns, holsters, saddle bags, and many 
similar items. 

A number of other special collections might be mentioned. There is, for 
example, an archaeological exhibit, consisting chiefly of Indian implements 
of stone, arrowheads, and other objects of Indian origin found in the 
county. An exhibit of smokers' equipment consists not only of pipes, 
many of which are of unusual design, but of tobacco pouches, flints used 
for lighting tobacco, and the like. There is a special display of razors and 
shaving equipment. An exhibit of frontier lighting devices includes 
candle molds, candle snuffers, whale oil lamps, lanterns of various types. 
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and the like. As is to be expected in an agricultural community, a large 
proportion of the objects displayed are of an agricultural nature. Scores of 
agricultural implements, many of them handmade, are included. The 
equipment used in making maple sugar and a straw beehive dating from 
the 1850's are reminders of some activities of frontier farmers. Among 
the larger pieces on display are a fire engine used at Norwood in 1879, the 
switchboard used in 1903 to inagurate telephone service in Carver County, 
and a sewing machine dating from 1868. 

Painted chests of Scandinavian origin, wooden shoes and pewter mugs 
used at Cologne by Dutch settlers, and clocks and musical instruments 
from the homes of German pioneers suggest the racial composition of 
the county's population. The museum collection as a whole provides con­
vincing evidence that the Germans are the dominant European group of 
the vicinity, for a large proportion of the items of foreign origin were 
brought in by German immigrants. Evidences of their cultural interests 
and activities are particularly numerous. Most of the musical instruments 
in the Carver County society's large and varied collection, for example, 
once belonged to German setders. Of outstanding interest and value in 
this connection is the collection of the Carver County German Reading 
Society or Leseverein. A scarlet and gold banner that hung in the associa­
tion's headquarters at Carver reveals that it was organized in 1858 and 
incorporated in 1865. It continued to function as a local library associa­
tion until 1941, when its library and records were turned over to the 
county historical society. The library consists of more than a thousand 
volumes, many of them in German, though a large number of recent 
acquisitions are in English. A study of the tides would reveal much about 
the reading tastes and literary interests of residents in a typical German 
community of the Middle West. With the books were received the read­
ing society's manuscript records, including lists of members, minutes of 
meetings, records of the payment of dues and of books withdrawn and 
returned, and financial accounts. Here is the raw material on which can 
be based a cultural study of unusual interest and value. 

More than three thousand objects have been acquired by the Carver 
County society since it opened its museum in the spring of 1940. They 
are listed in accessions books and are well identified by typewritten labels. 
Each label gives information about the nature of the object, the date of 
its origin, the time that it was brought into the county, its former owner, 
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and the donor. Several hundred pictures are filed alphabetically in a special 
case. Pictures on display are changed from time to time. 

In the brief period of its existence the museum at Mayer has received 
nearly thirty-five hundred visitors. Groups of school children accompanied 
by teachers frequendy view the exhibits; thus the museum has become an 
important educational factor in the county. Co-operation has been given 
to an imusual degree by newspapers at Chaska, Norwood, Waconia, Water-
town, and Young America, which frequendy publish articles about the 
museum and the activities of the historical society. B. L. H. 

Plans for the erection of markers and the expansion of its museum 
after the war were discussed at a meeting of the Thunder Bay Historical 
Society at Port Arthur on April 8. Mr. Carson F. Piper, who has charge 
of the society's museum, announced that since its opening in January it 
has received more than a thousand visitors. A bequest left by the society's 
first president, the late Peter McKellar, made possible the successful 
establishment of the museum, Mr. Piper revealed. He urged that collect­
ing activities should continue during the war in order that at its close the 
museum might be ready for expansion. The society's president, Mr. J. P. 
Bertrand, listed and described the historical significance of four sites that 
should be marked when normal conditions prevail once more. 

More than two hundred people attended the annual dinner meeting of 
the Brown County Historical Society, which was held at New Ulm on 
May 7. The program, which consisted of papers on various aspects of the 
Sioux Outbreak of 1862, commemorated the eightieth anniversary of that 
tragic event in the history of the Minnesota Valley. Five papers and ad­
dresses presented on this occasion later were published in the New Ulm 
Daily Journal. They are an account of the murder of the Humphrey family 
and of the escape of the twelve-year-old boy, John A. Humphrey, by Judge 
Russell L. Johnson, appearing in the issue for May 8; a review of the 
"Outbreak at the Lower Agency," by Victor P. Reim, May 9; a descrip­
tion of the batdes of New Ulm, by Dr. Carl Fritsche, May 11; accounts of 
Indian raids in sections near New Ulm in the month following the out­
break, by George Hage, president of the Watonwan County Historical 
Society, May 12; and a summary of a report prepared for the government 
after the outbreak by Major Thomas Galbraith, in which he discussed its 
causes, by Fred W. Johnson, president of the Brown County society. May 
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13. At the business session of the meeting, Mr. Johnson was again named 
president. Other officers include A. G. Loomis, vice-president, Louis G. 
Vogel, secretary, and William Brust, treasurer. 

Motion pictures of the Lac qui Parle area and of some of Minnesota's 
state parks were presented by Mr. Harold Lathrop of the Minnesota divi­
sion of state parks to illustrate a talk before the Chippewa County His­
torical Society at Watson on June 12. The speaker gave special attention 
to the state park at Lac qui Parle and to the reconstruction of the chapel 
used in connection with the mission there. The work on the chapel has 
now been completed and plans for its dedication on July 12 were an­
nounced. 

The historical societies of Douglas and Todd counties held a joint 
meeting and picnic at Osakis on June 14. A feature of the program was a 
pageant reviewing the history of the counties, written especially for the 
occasion by O. B. DeLaurier. 

An entire page of the Red Wing Daily Republican Eagle for April 2 is 
devoted to pictures, with explanatory notes, of the museum of the Good­
hue County Historical Society in the courthouse at Red Wing. They record 
the visit to the museum of members of the teacher-training class in the 
Red Wing public schools. Both general views and specific exhibits are de­
picted in the photographs. 

The bequest by the late Dr. F. W. Powers of Barrett of his collection 
of firearms and military equipment to the Grant County Historical So­
ciety is announced by the society's secretary, Mr. W. H. Goetzinger, in 
the Grant County Herald of Elbow Lake for April 30. A cabinet in which 
the collection can be displayed and kept intact has been presented by Dr. 
Powers' widow. With other exhibits arranged by the Grant County so­
ciety, the Powers collection is now on display in the rotunda of the court­
house at Elbow Lake. 

Professor A. L. Burt of the department of history in the University of 
Minnesota was the speaker at the annual meeting of the Hennepin County 
Historical Society, which was held at the Coffman Memorial Union on the 
university campus on April 14. He took as his subject "The Center of 
Patriotism Today." On May 17 the society dedicated a monument at Lay­
man's Cemetery in Minneapolis commemorating the services of Charles 
W. Christmas, pioneer Hennepin County surveyor. Brooklyn Center was 
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the scene of the society's annual outing on June 6. About a hundred people 
made the trip, which included stops at the Minneapolis water-softening 
plant at Fridley and the Half-way House near Robbinsdale. Mrs. Her­
bert Ward received the visitors, telling them that the house was built by 
Jesse Ward in the 1850's and that it was well-known to travelers on the 
stage line between St. Anthony and Monticello, for there stagecoach drivers 
stopped to change horses. At Brooklyn Center the tourists visited the farm 
of Mr. Earle Brown, where they were given an opportunity to view his 
extensive collection of horse-drawn vehicles and a reconstructed logging 
camp. The tour ended at the Brooklyn Center Methodist Church, where 
dinner was served and a program of papers and talks centering about the 
history of the community was presented. 

The annual meeting of the Kandiyohi County Historical Society was 
held at Willmar on June 16. Among the speakers was Mr. Victor E. Law-
son, who explained the work of the organization, and Mr. Roy Hen-
drickson, who made an appeal for the preservation of the county's war 
records. 

The Kittson County Historical Society held its annual meeting at 
Hallock on June 19. An illustrated talk on Minnesota history was pre­
sented by Mr. Paul O. Hanson, president of the society. 

"The Historical Society and the Community" was the subject of an 
address presented by Dr. Arthur J. Larsen, superintendent of the Minne­
sota Historical Society, before a meeting of the Lake Pepin Valley His­
torical Society at Lake City on April 27. Following the meeting, the 
society's museum in the public library building was opened for inspection. 
The museum is open to the public regularly on Tuesday and Friday eve­
nings. 

The Czech backgrounds of the village of Silver Lake were featured 
in a program presented before a meeting of the McLeod County Historical 
Society at that place on April 20. Descendants of a number of Czech 
pioneers recalled the experiences of members of their families who helped 
to found the community. Among them was Miss Esther Jerabek of the 
library staff of the Minnesota Historical Society, who reviewed the early 
history of the village. The role of the local historical society in time of 
war was discussed by Dr. Arthur J. Larsen, superintendent of the state 
society. A local chapter of the McLeod County society was organized; 
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Mrs. Henry Hawlish was named president, and Mr. James Zavoral, 
secretary-treasurer. More than eighty people attended the meeting. Brown-
ton was the scene of another well-attended meeting of the McLeod County 
society on June 23. Reminiscent talks and papers were presented by Mrs. 
Sophia Pollard of Morgan, Mrs. Nora Dwinnell of Brownton, and others. 

The secretary of the McLeod County society, Mrs. Sophie P. White, 
who presents a column under the heading "Pioneer Pictures" in the 
Hutchinson Leader, quotes from an interesting letter of Abby Hutchin­
son in the issue for May 8. It was written on July 14, 1867, shordy after 
this youthful member of the musical Hutchinson family arrived in the 
Minnesota community that her relatives founded. She comments upon 
family possessions that had been shipped from the East, including an 
organ purchased in Boston, and notes that "Our old carriage we expect 
soon, coming by the lakes." She made haste to enter into the social life 
of the frontier village. "Tomorrow afternoon we have a croquet party 
in honor of a Mr. Durand and a Mr. Bonniwell from Milwaukee who are 
rusticating here," she writes. "Expect to have some horseback rides be­
fore they leave." 

A picture of Fort Ripley in 1878 and a review of its histor>' by Val E. 
Kasparek of the Morrison County Historical Society appear in the Little 
Falls Herald for April 24. The local historical society is given credit also 
for an article, appearing in the Little Falls Daily Transcript for May 16, 
about Lieutenant Zebulon M. Pike's trip up the Mississippi in 1805 to a 
winter post near Litde Falls. 

The summer meeting and picnic of the Otter Tail County Historical 
Society, which was held at Prairie Lake, near Pelican Rapids, on June 28, 
"drew one of the largest crowds in the history of the society," according 
to the Fergus Falls Daily Journal for June 29. Among the papers presented 
were a review of the early history of Pelican Rapids and Scrambler by 
John R. Quamme, and a series of reminiscences by a pioneer Otter Tail 
County teacher, Mrs. R. R. Bogstad. These papers are published in full 
in the Journal. Another item of more than usual interest on the program 
was the reading by Mr. Hilding Larson of Pelican Rapids of several brief 
township histories written by students in the seventh and eighth grades 
of rural schools in Otter Tail County. Reports of the meeting and other 
items about the society and its activities that appeared in the Journal for 
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June 29 and 30 have been reprinted in a four-page news sheet for members 
of the society. 

About two hundred people attended the annual meeting of the Pipe­
stone County Old Setders Historical Society at Pipestone on June 13. The 
principal speaker. Senator J. V. Weber of Slayton, discussed the place of 
the society in the life of the county. All officers of the organization, includ­
ing H. A. Petschow, president, were re-elected. 

The curator of the state historical society's museum, Mr. Willoughby 
M. Babcock, was the speaker at a meeting of the Polk County Historical 
Society at Crookston on May 27. He took as his subject "Community 
Memory," emphasizing the role of the local historical society in preserving 
the records of the past. 

A program planned to commemorate the seventy-fifth anniversary of 
the founding of Carleton College was presented before a meeting of the 
Rice County Historical Society at Northfield on May 12. Among the 
speakers were Mr. Carl L. Weicht, president of the society. Dr. Donald 
J. Cowling, president of Carleton, and Miss Isabella Watson. The latter 
drew upon her experiences as a student at Carleton in the i88o's and as a 
member of its faculty for thirty-nine years for her interesting reminiscent 
talk. About sixty people attended the meeting. 

The log cabin museum of the Waseca County Historical Society was 
open to the public on Saturday afternoons during the summer months. 
Members of the society volunteered to be in attendance at times when the 
museum was open. 

Papers on "The St. Croix Valley in Days of Yore" by Willoughby M. 
Babcock, curator of the museum of the Minnesota Historical Society, and 
on the early history and setdement of Bayport by Mrs. Grace McAlpine, 
superintendent of schools in Washington County, were read before a joint 
meeting of the Washington County Historical Society and the Bayport 
Improvement Club at Bayport on April 29. Mrs. McAlpine's paper, which 
drew attention to the centennial of the beginning of setdement on the site 
of Bayport, appears in full in the Bayport Herald for May 7. Miss Helen 
Clapesattle of the University of Minnesota Press was the speaker at a 
meeting of the Washington County society held on the grounds of its 
museum in Stillwater on June 18. About a hundred and fifty people heard 
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her address on the "Horse-and-Buggy Doctor" and inspected the museum, 
which was reopened for the summer season. An informal tea followed the 
meeting. 

L O C A L H I S T O R Y I T E M S 

The finding at Graceville of the register for 1881 and 1882 of an early 
Browns VaUey hotel, the Traverse House, is the occasion for an article 
about the volume in the Graceville Enterprise for May 26. The names of 
many western Minnesota pioneers as well as of numerous visitors to the 
region appear in the manuscript volume. 

The history of the Brown County Farm Bureau, which was organized 
in 1918, is outlined in the New Ulm Daily Journal for May 5. Its organi­
zation is described, and a chronologically arranged list of its activities dur­
ing twenty-four years is presented. 

Under the auspices of the Carlton County Old Settlers Association, an 
interesting mill, built in Thomson Township in 1878, has been removed 
piece by piece and reassembled in Jay Cooke State Park, according to an 
article in the Carlton County Vidette of Carlton for April 23. The story 
of the mill, which was built by a group of Finnish pioneers for the grind­
ing of rye meal, is reviewed in this issue by J. A. Mattinen. He obtained 
information about it some years ago by interviewing Isaac Raattaamaa, 
one of the original builders. Included in the account is a list of the nine­
teen Finnish pioneers who built the mill in order that their families might 
enjoy the rye bread and rye porridge to which they had been accustomed 
in their native land. A series of pictures of the razing of the mill accom­
panies the article. Another account of the mill and its removal appears in 
the Barnum Herald for April 9. 

The "Story of Albert Lea's First Newspaper, Published 85 Years Ago" 
is reviewed in some detail by Lester W. Spicer in the Evening Tribune 
of Albert Lea for May 23. The author describes the founding of the South­
ern Minnesota Star, gives some biographical information about Alfred P. 
Swineford, the frontier journalist who established it, and analyzes the con­
tents of the first issue, dated July 9,1857. He notes that a copy is preserved 
by the Minnesota Historical Society. Thirty-eight numbers of the Star 
were issued before it ceased publication in May, 1858. In the following 
September Swineford launched a second paper, the Freeborn County 
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Eagle, which continued to appear until February, 1859. How these frontier 
news sheets reflect the early history of Albert Lea and Freeborn County 
is demonstrated in Mr. Spicer's narrative. A "Chapter of the Eariy History 
of the Albert Lea Co-operative Creamery" is the subject of a reminiscent 
article by H. E. Schuknecht, who was connected with the plant in the 
1890's, in the Evening Tribune for June 4. 

The constitution, by-laws, and minutes of the Cannon Falls Lyceum, 
which was active in the Goodhue County community from 1857 to 1860, 
are contained in a manuscript volume recendy discovered by Mr. Richard 
Nelson in a shed, according to an announcement in the Cannon Falls 
Beacon for May 22. Lists of members, programs of meetings, and subjects 
of debate before the lyceum's sessions are to be found in this interesting 
record of frontier cultural activity. 

The issue of the Little Falls Daily Transcript for April 4 is a fiftieth 
anniversary edition, two sections of which are devoted to articles about 
local history. Included are accounts of schools and churches in the com­
munity; of such institutions as the local library, which, like the newspaper, 
was founded in 1892; and of banks and business concerns. One article 
reviews in some detail the story of the Pine Tree Lumber Company, which 
was organized by a group of prominent lumbermen in the early 1890's. 
The story of Lindbergh State Park is outlined in another article. 

With a three-day program of commencement exercises from June 5 
to 7, Gustavus Adolphus College at St. Peter marked its eightieth anniver­
sary. Features of the celebration were a historical pageant, a baccalaureate 
service conducted by Dr. O. J. Johnson, retiring president of the college, 
and a commencement address by President Walter C. Coffey of the Uni­
versity of Minnesota. A number of articles about the history of the college 
appear in the St. Peter Herald for June 5, and a volume by Professor Con­
rad Peterson of the school's department of history, in which he reviews 
A History of Eighty Years, was published in commemoration of the anni­
versary. This permanent record of one of Minnesota's pioneer institutions 
of higher learning will be reviewed in a future issue of this magazine. 

Episodes in the history of Rochester, stories of pioneer life in its vicinity, 
sketches of its distinguished citizens, accounts of its business firms and 
institutions, and the like have been selected from various sources and as­
sembled by Flora McGhee in a litde book entided Know Rochester Better 
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(St. Paul, 1940. 112 p.) . Some of the sections have been reprinted from 
local newspapers, some are drawn from reminiscent narratives, and others 
are based upon interviews with pioneers recorded by students in the 
Rochester Junior College, where Miss McGhee is a member of the faculty. 
Among the more interesting chapters are those dealing with music in 
Rochester, entertainment and social life, and horse racing. A number of 
excellent illustrations are included. 

A "History of Methodism at Litde Prairie" in Rice County, prepared 
by Mrs. H. A. Illsley in connection with a home-coming celebration held 
on April 12, is published in the Northfield Independent for May 7. Credit 
is given to Jacob Emery, a pioneer settler of 1855, for promoting the estab­
lishment of the Methodist community at Litde Prairie. When the Rever­
end William McKinley began to conduct regular services in Northfield in 
1856, writes Mrs. lUsley, "Emery hauled all the folks from Litde Prairie 
and Dundas that his ox team could handle" to hear McKinley preach. 

Pioneer reunions and celebrations held in St. Louis County rural com­
munities in 1940 and 1941 resulted in the publication of some significant 
multigraphed booklets containing sketches of local historical interest. They 
make avaflable information about communities which were setded chiefly 
in the present century. Historical sketches of Brookston, Culver, Brevator, 
Grand Lake, and Stoney Brook appear in a booklet entided Brookston 
Region Pioneers (August, 1940. 27 p.) . In the same month were issued 
pamphlets on the Elmer Pioneer Reunion (9 p.), containing an account of 
the settlement of Hmer Township, and of the Shaw Pioneer Reunion 
(9 p.), with brief reviews of the history of that community and of its school. 
Historical sketches of Alborn and New Independence townships, which 
were settled in the later decades of the nineteenth century, and some notes 
on Industrial Township appear in a pamphlet entided Alborn Region 
Pioneers (15 p.) . Brief accounts of pioneer experiences at Linden Grove 
and of "pioneer school days" in the same township are presented in a 
booklet issued for that community in August, 1941 (20 p.) . 

To commemorate the eighty-fifth anniversary of the organization of 
Waseca County, the Waseca Journal of June 24 devotes three sections to 
articles about the history of the county. Most of these are part of a chrono­
logical series, each of which deals with one year in the county's history, 
from its establishment in 1857 ^° 1942. Articles on the years previous to 
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1905 are based on James E. Child's history of the county; material for the 
accounts of more recent years has been gleaned from newspaper files. The 
series begins with a review of setdement in the Waseca County area from 
1854 to 1856. Following the chronological series are articles dealing with 
such subjects as schools, fire departments, industries, churches, lodges and 
other organizations, and mail service. 
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