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of the parlor and opening into it is a library in which the society’s books
and manuscripts are arranged.

To the right of the entrance hall is the dining room, which is fur-
nished with a table, chairs, and several side pieces. The table is set with
china and silver, and interesting pieces of china and glassware are dis-
played on other tables and on the wide window sills. Back of the dining
room is a small room, probably once used as an office or study. A large
secretary is the chief item of furniture displayed there. Exhibits of silver,
bags, and small accessories have been arranged in two display cases in
this room. Hanging on the wall is an interesting button collection
mounted on boards.

Five rooms on the second floor have been furnished or are used for
exhibit purposes. Two of the rooms have been furnished in the style of
the 1880’s, with heavy wooden bedsteads, dressers, and chests. Other ap-
propriate items in these rooms include a washstand, a cradle, a sewing
machine, a spinning wheel, and a case filled with old-fashioned costumes.
Perhaps the most attractive room in the house is the nursery, where a
cradle, a child’s bed, low and high chairs for infants, a baby buggy dating
from 1873, and interesting collections of old-fashioned toys and children’s
clothing are on exhibit. A fourth room on this floor has been lined with
shelves for the display of cocking and other domestic utensils, such as
kettles, irons, butter molds, coffee grinders, and the like. Among the
larger items in this room are an iron stove manufactured in Stillwater
in the 1890’s, a tin bath tub, and a sailor’s chest. The fifth room is de-
voted to the society’s picture collection, which is particularly rich in lum-
bering scenes. It includes also many interesting portraits and early views
of Stillwater.

Some of the manuscripts assembled by the Washington County society
deserve special attention. In this collection the lumber industry is well
represented. It includes, for example, a little book kept in 1881 by Ed-
ward Rutherford, foreman of the St. Croix Boom Company, in which he
recorded for his own convenience the stamphammer marks used by the
lumber firms then operating on the St. Croix. Some account books for the
1860’s of the lumber firm of Walker, Judd and Veazie also are preserved in
the Washington County museum. Most of the manuscripts in this collec-
tion are in some way related to the region’s chief industry. Thus the
names of many pioneer lumbermen are listed in a manuscript copy of the
Washington County census of 1850. Probably this was the original enumer-
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ation made by the census taker, The largest single collection in the society’s
possession consists of accounts, time books, and other items from the
papers of William Willim, a pioneer contractor at Stillwater. Students
interested in frontier economic conditions and in labor will find this
collection of special value. The time books, covering the years from 1856
to 1880, give detailed figures on wages and hours of each employee; and
other volumes record plans for buildings, costs, and prices charged,
and list materials used.

The founding of the Washington County museum was in large meas-
ure a result of the effective leadership of its president, Mr. E. L. Roney.
The exhibits were assembled and arranged by a group of special com-
mittees. One committee has collected furniture, another, pictures, another,
books and manuscripts, still another, old glass, and the like. Miss Annie
Connor acts as chairman of the museum committee, with general super-
vision over the special committees. During the summer the museum is
open to the public three afternoons a week, when an admission charge
of twenty-five cents is made. The funds thus raised help to maintain the
property. In addition to exhibit rooms, the museum building contains an
assembly room on the first floor, where meetings can be held and refresh-
ments are served. When the weather is favorable, the society holds its
meetings on the beautiful lawn that stretches out toward the river in
front of the museum. B.L.H.

A centennial of international significance was celebrated at Fort Wil-
liam on Awugust 1 in connection with the fourteenth annual meeting of
the North Shore Historical Assembly. It was appropriate that this organi-
zation, which is composed of the historical societies of St. Louis, Cook,
and Lake counties in Minnesota and the Thunder Bay Historical Society
of Ontario, Canada, should mark the one-hundredth anniversary of the
Webster-Ashburton treaty, for by its terms the boundary between Min-
nesota and Canada was fixed. Boundaries as far south as the St. Louis
River had been considered previously; thus the negotiations of 1842 gave
to Minnesota the vast iron wealth of the Arrowhead country. At the
dinner meeting that marked the centennial, Minnesota was officially rep-
resented by its state treasurer, the Honorable Julius E. Schmahl; and the
Minnesota Historical Society was represented by its curator of manu-
scripts, Dr. Grace Lee Nute, who spoke on the treaty and the voyageur.
Representing the Canadian government were Mr. W. J. Bennett,
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executive secretary of the department of munitions and supply, and
Mr. Lawrence J. Burpee, secretary of the International Joint Commission.
An address on “One Hundred Years of North America,” presented by
Mr. Burpee, is published in the September issue of this magazine. It was
particularly fitting that Mr. Burpee should speak on this occasion, since
the commission of which he is Canadian secretary deals with boundary
disputes.

The dinner meeting was preceded by an afternoon session in the
Thunder Bay society’s museum in the Fort William library building. In
response to the welcome extended by Mayor C. M. Ross of Fort William,
Judge Julius E. Haycraft, a vice-president of the Minnesota Historical
Society, spoke briefly. The four societies that comprise the North Shore
assembly were represented by speakers on the program that followed.
Papers were read by the Reverend Oswald Johannes of the Cook County
society on “Catholic Missionary Work in Cook County”; by Bruce Elliott
of the Lake County society on the “History of the Iron Ore Industry,
Lake Superior Basin”; by Otto E. Wieland of the St. Louis County so-
ciety on “Ontario and Minnesota”; and by Keith Denis of the Thunder
Bay society on ‘““The Silver King of the Eighties,” Oliver Daunais, who
discovered a profitable silver mine in the vicinity of Fort William.

Minnesota visitors, many of whom went to Fort William from Du-
luth by boat, also attended sessions arranged by the North Shore assembly
on August 2 and 3. The program on Sunday, August 2, included a special
religious service on Mount McKay and an evening session at Chippewa
Park. Papers on the “Geological History of the Lake Superior Basin”
by Jules Cross and on “Ojibway Legends” by Dr. Herman Bryan were
presented. Following the latter paper a ceremony was staged by the local
Chippewa, who conferred titles of chief and princess upon several of the
visitors. A trip to Kakabeka Falls, visits to historic sites and trails in its
vicinity, and a luncheon brought the meeting to a close on August 3.

A room in the new courthouse at Detroit Lakes has been reserved for
use as a museum by the Becker County Historical Society. A membership
drive arranged by the society early in September raised the member-
ship roll to two hundred before the end of the month.

The acquisition by the Carver County Historical Society of the library
and records of the Carver County Deutscher Leseverein was announced
in a number of Carver County newspapers in July (see ante, p. 294).
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Accounts of this important collection and descriptions of the activities of
the reading society appear in the Waconia Patriot for July 9, the Weekly
Valley Herald of Chaska for July 16, and the Carver County News of
Watertown for July 30.

The dedication on July 12 of the restored chapel of the Lac qui Parle
mission was the occasion for an elaborate program of religious services,
talks, and addresses, arranged under the auspices of the Chippewa County
Historical Society. Among the speakers were the Reverend Albert Henim-
ger of Peever, South Dakota, who preached the dedication sermon; Mr.
Harold W. Lathrop, director of the division of state parks; and Dr.
Arthur J. Larsen, superintendent of the state historical society, who pre-
sented the principal address. He took as his subject “The Missionary in
the Development of Minnesota.” A historical sketch of the mission is
contributed to the Montevideo American of July 10 by Dr. Anna Amrud,
chairman of the committee which arranged the dedication program, In
the printed program issued for the occasion are notes on the American
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, which established the Lac
qui Parle mission in 1835, and brief sketches of the missionaries who
served there.

The summer months brought an addition to the list of Minnesota’s
local historical societies with the organization, as the result of a series of
meetings, of the Chisago County Historical Society. Preliminary meetings
were held at Lindstrom on June 27 and July 14. At North Branch on
August 18 a committee was named to draw up a constitution, which was
adopted at Center City on September 22. At the latter place Dr. Lewis
Beeson, acting superintendent of the Minnesota Historical Society, spoke
on “The Local Historical Society and Its Work.” The officers of the new
society are Bert Merling, president, Theodore Norelius, vice-president,
Mrs. Stanley Folsom, secretary, and Hjalmar Anderson, treasurer.

An exhibit arranged by the Fillmore County Historical Society at the
county fair at Preston from August 29 to 31 attracted hundreds of in-
terested visitors. Portraits of pioneers, objects used in frontier homes,
books, and documents were included in the display.

Life among the early Czech settlers of McLeod County was recalled
by some of their descendants at a meeting of the Hutchinson chapter of
the McLeod County Historical Society on July 21. Among the speakers
were Mrs. Josephine Miska and Mrs. Erick Fratzke,
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More than six hundred people gathered at Fairmont on August 30 for
the ‘fourteenth annual summer meeting of the Martin County Historical
Soc.lety, which centered about a program of wartime interest. The inter-
national situation was discussed by the principal speaker, Professor Harold
Deutsch of the department of history in the University of Minnesota. A
second speaker, Major Arthur M. Nelson, surveyed the role of Martin
County in wars of the past.

A meeting of the Mecker County Historical Society, held on August
16 near Grove City, commemorated the eightieth anniversary of the be-
ginning of the Sioux War of 1862. Among the speakers who addressed
the gathering was Mrs. Martha Merrill of Hutchinson, one of the few
people still living who remembers some of the events of the massacre.
Articles in the Meeker County News of Litchfield for August 20 and 27
relate the story of the murders in Acton Township that marked the be-
ginning of the outbreak.

An appeal for the preservation of “pioneer landmarks,” physical and
spiritual, was made by James R. Crawford of Beaver Creek when he
spoke before the tenth annual meeting of the Nobles County Historical
Society at Worthington on August 16. About a hundred people were
present. Mrs. C. R. Thompson was elected president of the organization,
G. M. Walker, vice-president, Mrs. A. G. Satre, treasurer, and Stanley
E. Nelson, secretary.

Members of the Washington County Historical Society gathered at
Forest Lake for a picnic meeting on August 11. A paper on the history
of Forest Lake was presented by Mrs. Clara Telander. For residents of
the southern part of Washington County, a special meeting was arranged
at the home of Mr. and Mrs. J. V. Bailey near Newport on August 25.
Mrs. Grace McAlpine read a historical sketch of Newport, prepared by
Mrs. Mary E. Keck, and Mrs. Mary Bailey reviewed the history of the
Bailey family.

Locar History ITEMS

A brief history of Pleasant Mound Township in Blue Earth County,
appearing in the Amboy Herald for September 11, was contributed by
W. O. Wiederhoeft. It consists for the most part of lists of names of early
settlers and of township and other officers. The various names by which
the township has been known since 1865 also are given.
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An account of “Coming to America in 1868” from Norway and set-
tling at Hanska in Brown County appears in three installments in Our
Young People, a weekly issued by the Augsburg Publishing House, for
August 9, 16, and 23. The story of the voyage from Norway aboard a
sailing vessel and of frontier life in Minnesota has been recalled by Ole
K. Broste, and recorded by Petra M. Lien. The narrator was an infant
when his parents joined a group emigrating from Romsdalen, Norway.
He tells of the journey to the West, and of the hardships of pioneering,
such as grasshopper plagues, prairie fires, and blizzards.

A letter written in 1934 by the late A. C. Von Hagen, who settled in
Sleepy Eye in 1885 and lived there for many years, is published in full
in the Sleepy Eye Herald-Dispatch for September 3. In it he tells how
the grave of the Sisseton chief for whom the Brown County city is named
was located in 1899 with the result that the remains were removed to
Sleepy Eye and a monument was erected over the new place of burial.

The historical sketch of Chisago County prepared for Who’s Who in
Minnesota by Bert Merling has been expanded by the author for publica-
tion in installments in the Chiszgo County Press. Sections dealing with
specific communities appear in some issues. The story of Franconia, a St.
Croix Valley ghost town, is published in the Press for July g, and various
phases of the history of Taylors Falls are reviewed in installments ap-
pearing from July 16 to August 20.

“A History of Newburg Township and the Village of Mabel” in Fill-
more County, prepared as a master’s thesis in the University of Minne-
sota by William H. Cartwright, Jr., has been appearing in installments
in the Mabel Record since August 7. The narrative opens with an account
of the acquisition of a section of southeastern Minnesota as the result of
Indian treaties and the removal of the Winnebagoes in 1848. Lists of early
settlers in the township, particularly the Norwegians who established
homes there, accounts of the communities that grew up in the vicinity
of Mabel, descriptions of frontier life and customs in the region, and
analyses of the census records of 1860 and 1870 are presented in chapters
published in the Record for August 14 and 29 and September 18 and 2.

A vivid picture of frontier domestic life in southern Minnesota is
presented in the Chatfield News for September 3 and 10 by Mrs. Edith
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Wright of Spring Valley, whose father, James Price, settled near Eyota
in 1859. Much attention is given to the food that appeared on the dinner
tables of the pioneers, and the methods used in preparing and preserving
native products. Household remedies, furniture, cooking and other do-
mestic utensils, lighting equipment, and the arrangement of living quar-
ters are mentioned. Among the well-remembered dishes recalled by Mrs.
Wright are “homegrown buckwheat flour pancakes” with bacon drip-
pings and black strap, dried corn, salted cucumbers, salt-rising bread,
ginger cake, soda biscuits, maple syrup, and hominy. Her narrative is
published in a column devoted to the “Chatfield Quiz,” which has pre-
sented each week since July 16 questions and answers relating to local
history. Another contributor to the column is Miss Margaret Snyder. She
outlines the ordinances passed at a meeting of the village council in 1857
in the News for August 20, and reviews some early cases handled in the
local courts in the issue for August 27. The efforts made from 1910 to
1914 by the local Commercial Club to improve roads in the vicinity of
Chatfield are recounted by Miss Snyder in the columns published on
September 17 and 24.

Much material about Swedish settlement in Minneapolis is to be found
in an anniversary booklet entitled Seventy-five Years of Christian Service
in Minneapolis, issued by the Augustana Evangelical Lutheran Church
of Minneapolis (1941. 75 p.). The founding of the church in 1866 is
described, and its growth during three quarters of a century is reviewed.
Accounts of the founding and development of church organizations also
are presented. An unusual feature of thé booklet is a section entitled
“What the Archives Contain.” There are listed the manuscript records
of the church, with brief descriptive statements and notations of the years
covered. Printed programs, photographs, and motion pictures made on
special church occasions in recent years also are preserved, according to
this record. That the church appreciates the value of its archives is evi-
dent from the statement that “all inactive records are stored in the vault
erected for that purpose.”

Under the title “Roaming the Rural Routes of Hubbard County,” the
Akeley Herald-Tribune has been publishing sketches of local historical
interest since June 5. The early installments, which deal with exploration
and settlement in the vicinity of Akeley, the organization of the county,
industrial beginnings, and similar matters, were prepared by Charles F.
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Scheers. ‘The narratives published after July 31 present descriptions of
local farms and their owners, some of whom are original settlers or their
descendants. Sara Ellen Tandy is the author of the later installments.

Fathers Francis Pierz, Joseph Buh, Thomas Borgerding, Simon Lampe,
Roman Homar, and Felix Nelles are among the Catholic missionaries
who figure in a history of St. Joseph’s Mission at Ball Club, published in
the Deer River News for July 2. A picture of the mission church and
guild hall, where a Catholic Indian congress was held late in June, ap-
pears with the article. Some information about the Chippewa for whom
the mission was established and about the building of the church also
is included.

The “first mention of an Itasca county fair, in old files of county news-
papers, is in the Grand Rapids Magnet for August 16, 1892,” according
to the Grand Rapids Herald-Review for August 19, The column of that
paper entitled “Up in This Neck of the Woods” is devoted to the early
history of the county fair. According to this account, several annual fairs
were held before the Itasca County Agricultural Association was incor-
porated in May, 1895. In the same column for September 30, the ruins
of some cabins, believed to have been used by early trappers in Itasca
County, are described.

The “Old Roche Ranch,” a pretentious establishment maintained on
the shores of Round Lake in Jackson County in the late decades of the
nineteenth century, is the subject of an article in the Worthington Daily
Globe for September 4. On a tract of two thousand acres purchased in
1879, Owen H. Roche of Chicago erected elaborate buildings, including
a “magnificent 26-room ‘farm house’ in a region where the ordinary
settlers were only just beginning to timidly emerge from their dugouts
and sod houses.” There Roche lived in “baronial fashion,” raising blooded
beef cattle and “fine porkers,” and entertaining large numbers of friends
for the hunting season. The writer of the present account reports that in
1901, shortly before his death, Roche sold his Minnesota holdings. The
huge barn and some of the other structures on his ranch still' are stand-
ing, and they are pictured with the article. Some local transportation
history is recounted in the Jackson County Pilot for July g, which tells
of the improvement of a road that has been in use in Belmont Township
since the 1850’s. The road, which included a steep grade over the Kilen
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Hills, was used as an overland mail route as early as 1856, but it was
considered unsafe for modern motor vehicles.

The removal to the Lincoln County fair grounds of a frontier log cabin
built in Royal Township in 1873 is announced in the Ivankoe Times for
June 10. The structure was presented to the county fair association by the
grandchildren of Jonas Swenson, a Swedish immigrant who erected
the cabin and lived in it for many years. Its preservation makes available
an example of a typical frontier dwelling. A picture of the cabin accom-
panies the description of the structure.

The site of Fort Ridgely was the scene of a celebration on August 22
commemorating the eightieth anniversary of the siege of the fort in the
Sioux War of 1862. The principal address was presented by Senator
Joseph H. Ball, and a talk on the early history of the region was given
by Mr. A. A. Davidson of Renville.

“Fish stories™ that tell of catching “85 black bass of uniformly large
size” in three hours in 1874, of taking “507 sunfish, not counting some
large fish” in 1889, and of hooking “g6 bass and five pike in two and a
half hours” as late as 1904 are included in a collection of fishing yarns
culled from early Fergus Falls newspapers and reprinted in the Fergus
Falls Journal for August 24. Records of the landing of salmon trout and
of huge sturgeon in the Red River also are presented.

The activities of pioneer musical organizations in St. Paul are reviewed
briefly by Albert L. Eggert in an article entitled “When St. Paul Was
Young,” which appears in two installments in the Sz. Paul Shopper for
July 1 and 9. Special attention is given to the Great Western Band or-
ganized by George Siebert, Sr., and to the band concerts held for many
years in Como Park.

The issue of the Buffalo Lake News for July 16is an illustrated “golden
anniversary edition,” which contains numerous articles of local historical
interest and gives special attention to the development of commercial
projects in the Renville County community. It is interesting to note that
a number of local business concerns are as old or older than the paper.
The editorial page is devoted to a history of the News, which was estab-
lished in 1892 by John Riebe. Some reminiscences of J. R. Landy, who
edited the paper from 1899 to 1907, are included in this account.
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Some of the backgrounds of the Northwest Angle country are brought
out by Herbert L. Mueller in an article calling attention to the district’s
possibilities as a “paradise for sport fishermen,” appearing in the Minne-
apolis Sunday Tribune for September 20. Mentioned in the account are
La Vérendrye and Fort St. Charles, the marker on its site, and the old
Dawson trail. Some description of the modern community in this north-
ernmost section of the United States also is given.

The fact that the present year marks the ninetieth anniversary of the
founding of Henderson is noted in a review of its early history appearing
in the Henderson Independent for July 24. Emphasis is given to the role
of Joseph R. Brown in founding the community and establishing its early
business concerns, including a local newspaper. In another column ap-
pears an account of the services of Mr. G. A. Buck, who this year cele-
brates the completion of half a century as owner and editor of the
Independent.

The seventy-fifth anniversary of the German Farmers’ Mutual Fire
Insurance Company, which was organized in Washington County in the
spring of 1867, is commemorated in a series of interesting articles about
the company’s origin and history in the Szillwater Post-Messenger for
August 20. An article by the company’s president, Mr. Louis Pagel,
sketches the background of German settlement in Woodbury, Oakdale,
Afton, Lakeland, Baytown, and Grant townships which preceded the
organization of the company. Many of the German pioneers who settled
in Washington County had lived earlier in New York state, where they
had organized for “mutual assistance,” and when they “came to Minne-
sota, they carried on” that policy, writes Mr. Pagel. He presents also an
outline of the financial growth of the company, based upon its manu-
script records. Other items relating to the history of this organization are
biographical sketches of members of its board of directors, a list of the
signers of its first constitution, and a copy. of the articles of incorporation
drawn up in 1879.
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