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and periodicals of more general interest received by the War History 
Committee are the "Daily Newspaper of U. S. Armed Forces in the Eu­
ropean Theater of Operations" published at London and known as the 
Stars and Stripes; and the Army and Navy Journal, the Infantry Journal, 
and the United States Marine Corps' Leathernec\, aU published in 
Washington, D. C. 

More than fifty remarkable photographs made during various stages 
of the construction of the Alcan Highway have been presented to the 
War History Committee by a number of donors, including the United 
States Army Signal Corps, the Caterpillar Tractor Company of Peoria, 
Illinois, and Mr. Earl K. McNeil of Denver. Many Minnesota men and 
business concerns participated in the varied construction operations pic­
tured. Among the scenes iUustrated are the clearing of the right of way, 
the building of bridges, camps in which construction crews lived, and the 
magnificent mountain area of the Canadian Northwest which the high­
way has penetrated. 

The activities of a Duluth unit of the Minnesota National Guard are 
recorded each week in a mimeographed publication entided the ist Sepa­
rate Battalion News. A file of the News, beginning with the issue for 
December 14, is now among the records of the Minnesota War History 
Committee. Anyone having earlier issues is urged to turn them over to 
the committee, which is anxious to complete its file. 

Current activities of various agencies of the Minneapolis and Duluth 
Civilian Defense councils and many other phases of war work are de­
scribed regularly in two monthly publications — the News Letter of the 
Minneapolis Defense Council and Duluth's Civilian Defense News. The 
October number of the Duluth News includes a report on the local war 
history committee, of which the Reverend Frank A. Court and Miss Jane 
Morey are co-chairmen. 

Chaska men who are in the service are being kept in touch with 
their home community and with one another through a mimeographed 
bulletin which is being issued monthly under the auspices of the dra­
matic club of the Guardian Angel's Church. The December issue con­
veys to Chaska soldiers, sailors, and marines greetings from local religious 
leaders bi several different denominations. The club has requested serv­
icemen to send in their photographs for display in a local store and for 
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permanent preservation. A similar bulletin, known as the Nonalico 
Salute, is issued by the Northwestern Life Insurance Company of Minne­
apolis for members of its home office who are serving with the nation's 
armed forces. The Minnesota War History Committee is receiving both 
bulletins. 

L O C A L H I S T O R I C A L S O C I E T I E S 

The North Shore Historical Assembly of 1943 will be held in Du­
luth, according to the annual report of the St. Louis County Historical 
Society for 1942. The suggestion has been made that "representatives of 
the Historical Societies of all the counties bordering on Lake Superior, 
in Wisconsin and Michigan, as well as Minnesota and Ontario," should 
be invited to participate in the 1943 meeting. 

At the annual meeting of the Becker County Historical Society, held 
in Detroit Lakes on October 6, Mr. Walter D. Bird was named president 
for the coming year. The vice-president of the organization is Mrs. Dell 
B. Hoit, and the treasurer, Mr. Joseph Rundlett. The secretary, Mr. Hal-
vor Langslet, was elected at a meeting held on November 3. 

The Reverend R. J. Mueller of Chaska, Judge J. J. Moriarty of Shako-
pee, and Mrs. T. M. Lee of Watertown were among the speakers who 
addressed the annual meeting of the Carver County Historical Society at 
Mayer on October 30. The society's museum in the local school was 
open for inspection before the meeting convened. Officers elected for the 
coming year include Mr. O. D. Sell of Mayer, president, Mr. Oscar 
Trittabaugh of New Germany, vice-president, Mr. Ray Diethelm of Vic­
toria, treasurer, and Mr. James Faber of Chaska, secretary. The report of 
the secretary, presented at the annual meeting, indicates that the society 
now has more than two hundred members, and that some four thousand 
articles were added to its collections in 1941-42. 

Mr. J. H. Geroy was re-elected president of the Chippewa County 
Historical Society at its annual meeting, which was held at Montevideo 
on October 20. Mr. David Fisher was named vice-president. Miss Edwina 
Gould and Mrs. Ruble Pierce, secretaries, and Mrs. F. L. Starbeck, 
treasurer. 

A concise statement about the organization and objectives of the Chi­
sago County Historical Society by its secretary, Mrs. Stanley Folsom, ap-
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pears in the Chisago County Press for November 19. It was prepared for 
presentation before the Women's Federated Clubs of the county. 

Recent activities of the Grant County Historical Society are described 
by its secretary, Mr. W. H. Goetzinger, in the Grant County Herald of 
Elbow Lake for December 3. He gives special attention to a collection 
of more than a hundred portraits of Grant County pioneers and recent 
residents assembled for the society and now on display in the courthouse. 
Eighteen of the twenty-three villages and townships in the county are 
represented, according to Mr. Goetzinger. He appeals to the local Ameri­
can Legion posts to build up a collection reflecting the county's partici­
pation in the First World War, and he reveals that a beginning has been 
made in collecting material on the present conflict. 

Mr. William J. McNally spoke on "The Last Peace and the Next" at 
a meeting of the Hennepin County Historical Society held in Minne­
apolis on December i. At an earlier meeting of the society, held on Oc­
tober 13, the speaker was Mr. Ward H. Benton, who reported upon the 
North Shore Historical Assembly at Fort William last August. Accord­
ing to the report of the secretary, Mr. Edward A. Blomfield, the society's 
membership increased from 300 to 425 in 1941-42. The feature of the 
October number of Hennepin County History, the society's quarterly 
bulletin, is an article on "Minneapolis Pioneer Entertainment." Notes on 
the society's activities and on accessions to the museum collection also 
are included. 

Speakers who appeared before the annual meeting of the Lake 
County Historical Society at Two Harbors on October 7 included Mr. 
J. P. Bertrand and Mr. Otto Wieland, presidents respectively of the 
Thunder Bay and St. Louis County historical societies. The following 
officers were elected: Dr. John A. Jumer, president, Mr. Paul A. Essen, 
vice-president, and Judge William E. Scott, secretary-treasurer. 

The experiences of Jesse Branham at Acton in the Sioux War were 
recounted by W. B. Hopper in a paper read before the annual meeting 
of the Hutchinson branch of the McLeod County Historical Society on 
November 17. All officers of the society were re-elected (see ante, 23: 
102). A feature of the meeting held on December 15 was Mrs. Charles 
Heller's description of early Christmas celebrations. 
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Descendants of Meeker County pioneers who were victims of the 
Sioux War spoke on incidents of the massacre of 1862 in that area before 
a meeting of the Meeker County Historical Society at Litchfield on 
November 28. Among those who participated in the program were Mrs. 
Gus Lehman, Mrs. Roy Crosby, and Mrs. Erick Fratzke. 

About seventy-five people attended the annual dinner of the Olmsted 
County Historical Society, which was held at Rochester on October 27. 
The principal speaker. Dr. Grace Lee Nute, curator of manuscripts for 
the Minnesota Historical Society, stressed the importance of collecting 
and preserving war records. The report of the president, Mrs. B. T. 
Willson, presented at this meeting, reveals that during the past year 
about six thousand people visited the society's museum, which was open 
daily from 10:00 A.M. to 4:00 P . M . 

The extent to which the files and collections of the Otter Tail County 
Historical Society are used by churches and other organizations when 
celebrating anniversaries is brought out by E. T. Barnard in the "His­
torical Society Notes" contributed to the Fergus Falls Daily Journal for 
November 2. Under the same heading in other issues of the Journal, Mr. 
Barnard describes articles added to the society's collections. 

At a special meeting of the officers and directors of the Pipestone 
County Historical Society, held at Pipestone on November 28, Mr. 
Charles Anderson was elected president of the society to succeed the 
late H. A. Petschow. 

Dr. Grace Lee Nute, curator of manuscripts on the staff of the Minne­
sota Historical Society, was the principal speaker at the annual meeting 
of the Rice County Historical Society at Faribault on October 19. She 
emphasized the importance of collecting war records and told of some 
of her own experiences in gathering material for her joint biography of 
Radisson and Groseillier. Mr. F. E. Jenkins, formerly headmaster of St. 
James School, was elected president of the society. Other officers include 
Mrs. Howard Bratton, vice-president. Miss Mabel Peirce and Miss Lana 
Babcock, secretaries, and Mr. Donald Scott, treasurer. 

Names of early setders of Waseca County and of life members of the 
Waseca County Historical Society are inscribed on bronze plaques in the, 
society's log cabin museum at Waseca. The plaques were dedicated with 
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appropriate ceremonies on October i8, with Mr. Horace W. Roberts, 
president of the Blue Earth County Historical Society, as the principal 
speaker. He stressed the importance of assembling and preserving let­
ters and other records of the pioneers whose names appear on the 
plaques. 

"The Value of Gathering Historical Data" was the subject of a talk 
presented by Paul V. Fling before the Watonwan County Historical So­
ciety at Madelia on November 17. Some of the county's contributions to 
the war effort were described by George S. Hage, president of the society. 
Posters of the First World War and pictures of men and women from 
Watonwan County who are serving in the present conflict were on dis­
play for the meeting. 

The organization and work of the Minnesota War History Com­
mittee was discussed by Dr. Lewis Beeson, acting superintendent of the 
Minnesota Historical Society, before the Winona County Historical So­
ciety meeting at Winona on October 5. Steps toward the organization of 
a local committee in Winona County were taken. Officers of the historical 
society elected at the meeting include Mr. Homer Goss, president. Dr. 
R. B. LeMay, vice-president. Miss Alice Grannis, secretary, and Mr. 
H. L. Harrington, treasurer. 

L O C A L H I S T O R Y I T E M S 

The development of Benton County schools in the vicinity of Foley 
is reviewed in the issue of the local high school monthly, the Foleyan, 
for October 5. The narrative covers the story of local schools from the 
organization of the first school district in 1867, when sessions were held 
in a log schoolhouse equipped only with crude benches and a rough 
table for the teacher. 

What is described as the "oldest continually occupied house in Blue 
Earth county," that built by Matthias Schumacher in Lime Township 
in i860, is the subject of an article by Frank Franciscus in the Man\ato 
Free Press for October 14. Schumacher, who emigrated from Ger­
many in 1845, setded on a Blue Earth County claim ten years later, and 
there he erected the house that is still occupied by his descendants. A 
recent picture of the house accompanies the article. 
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"Chatfield's First Fire Department" is the subject of a historical sketch 
by Margaret Snyder appearing in two installments in a section bearing 
the heading "Chatfield Quiz" in the Chatfield News for October i and 
8. The account is based upon the minutes of the Fire Hose Hook and 
Ladder Company of Chatfield, which was organized in 1891 and con­
tinues its activities to the present. Its constitution and bylaws are ana­
lyzed in the first installment, and its later activities, most of which seem 
to have been of a social nature, are described in the second. Miss Snyder 
also is the author of a biographical sketch of James M. Cussons, a pio­
neer Olmsted County miller, which appears in the News for October 29 
and November 5 and 12. The romantic record of this English youth who 
tried his hand at various trades in New York, Illinois, Wisconsin, Michi­
gan, and other places before producing a prize-winning flour at Elmira 
is an interesting chapter in Minnesota's milling history. 

Installments of William H. Cartwright's "History of Newburg Town­
ship and the Village of Mabel," which began publication in the Mabel 
Record on August 7 (see ante, 23: 400), continue to appear throughout 
the final months of 1942. Included are sections or chapters on frontier 
economic conditions, early churches, pioneer schools, the founding and 
naming of the village, newspapers, and local politics, with special atten­
tion to the Grangers, the Farmers' Alliance, and similar groups. 

They Came from Sweden by Clara Ingram Judson is the story of a 
courageous, industrious family that emigrated from Sweden in the win­
ter of 1856 (Boston, Houghton Mifflin Company, 1942. 214 p.). It is 
addressed to children, but it holds much interest for any reader. The 
Larssons sailed the Great Lakes to Milwaukee and then hiked westward 
to a small farm they bought in the Wisconsin woods. But tales of big 
open farms in Minnesota soon set them to traveling again and they 
staked out a quarter section near Vasa, not far from Red Wing. Hard­
ships there were for the Larssons, yet they were as nothing compared to 
the satisfactions of the new land — the crops, the feeling of equality with 
their neighbors, the opportunities for education, and the apprenticing of 
the ambitious son to a prominent Red Wing attorney. Appropriate draw­
ings by Edward C. Caswell enhance the appeal for young readers of this 
entertaining book. GEORGE L . PETERSON 

In a series of reminiscent articles that have been appearing in the 
Minneton^a Record of Excelsior since November 12 under the tide 
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"Good-bye Newspaper Row," Arthur J. Russell describes some of his 
experiences as a member of the staff of the Minneapolis Journal for more 
than half a century. As a proofreader, he joined the paper in 1885, and 
he subsequently served as a reporter and in various editorial capacities. 
His column, "With the Long Bow," made him familiar to thousands 
of readers. 

In a recently published pamphlet, the Reverend P. Schmitz reviews 
the history of the Church of the Assumption at Richfield, which is now 
a suburb of Minneapolis (40 p.). He teUs of early French, Irish, and Ger­
man setders in the vicinity, relating that the latter took the initiative in 
organizing a parish at Richfield in 1875. A list of the pioneers who 
founded the church is included. It is interesting to note that as early as 
1856 the German pioneers at Richfield took their children to the As­
sumption Church in St. Paul for baptism. 

The Madison Lutheran Normal School, which was established at 
Madison in 1892 and was closed in 1932 for lack of students, is the sub­
ject of a brief sketch by O. M. Norlie in the Western Guard of Madison 
for November 13. Faculty members during a period of four decades are 
named and enrollment figures are given. 

The story of a Meeker County farmer, John P. Johnson, who invented 
a twine knotter for use in connection with the harvester, is related by 
Eben E. Lawson in the Willmar Tribune for October 3. Johnson is said 
to have patented his device in 1877, but he did not succeed in developing 
it commercially. A picture of his machine is reproduced with the article. 

The Reverend Emeroy Johnson is the author of a History of the 
Bethel Evangelical Lutheran Church, Little Falls, Minnesota, and Im-
manuel Evangelical Lutheran Church, Darling, Minnesota, Morrison 
County congregations that marked their fiftieth anniversaries in the fall 
of 1942 (48 p.). Some information is presented about early Swedish 
settlement in the county, which preceded the organization of these con­
gregations. Included also are sketches of pastors and of church clubs and 
other organizations. 

Mr. Ernest V. Sutton of Pasadena, California, whose parents were 
members of the National Colony at Worthington in the early 1870's, has 
included in his memoirs several chapters which appear in the Monday 
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issues of the Worthington Daily Globe from October 19 to December 7. 
Their local appeal may be judged from the fact that they deal with Mr. 
Sutton's boyhood experiences in southwestern Minnesota. His father, 
C. Z. Sutton, was "one of the financial backers of the proposed National 
Temperance colony, more commonly known as the Miller-Humiston 
colony. The charter granted this organization the right to operate in 
Nobles county." A site was selected in 1871; buildings were erected; and 
in April, 1872, the Sutton family left Cincinnati with more than a hun­
dred colonists, most of whom came from Ohio. Mr. Sutton's description 
of the journey to the West in a "private train, chartered to carry the 
colonists'' is as fascinating and is far more unusual than some of the 
oft-told tales of trips made in covered wagons. The train consisted of "a 
wood-burning locomotive, a baggage car and three day coaches," one 
of which the Suttons shared for four days and nights with six other 
families. The passengers carried their own food and bedding. A coal 
stove served both for heating and cooking, and a barrel beside it carried 
the water supply. Boards placed between facing seats held the "straw 
ticks or feather beds on which blankets were spread for a place to sleep." 
Since the writer was nearly ten years old when his family went to 
Worthington, he can recall many incidents of his life there, such as 
hunting parties and a trip to the Pipestone Quarry. He also describes 
vividly the grasshopper plague of the 1870's, which wiped out his father's 
prosperity overnight and caused another removal westward into Dakota. 

"Memories of Fair View Cemetery" at Deer Creek in Otter Tail 
County are recorded by a former secretary of the local cemetery associa­
tion for publication in the Deer Cree\ Mirror of October i. Anecdotes 
about many pioneer members of the community who are buried in this 
cemetery are presented. 

A Soil Survey of Pine County, Minnesota, issued by the bureau of 
plant industry of the United States department of agriculture (1941. 44 
p.), includes some material on the history of the county. Of special in­
terest is a section devoted to "Agricultural History and Statistics." 

Mrs. Elmer F. Fields is the author of a brief "History of the Village 
of Trosky" from the surveying of the townsite in 1884 to the turn of the 
century, which appears in the Pipestone Leader for October 6. The village 
"came into existence as a direct result of the building of the Burlington, 
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now Rock Island railroad." The writer records that "fifteen blocks were 
included in the original plat." 

The history of a Norwegian Lutheran congregation in Pope County 
known as the Barsness Church is reviewed in a booklet issued on the 
occasion of its seventy-fifth anniversary, which was marked in July, 
1942 (33 p.). Included also is material about Norwegian settlement in 
the region, and about church organizations, such as the ladies aid, the 
Sunday school, and the choir. 

The "History of Town & Country Club" in St. Paul is sketched briefly 
by Gil Foster, its greenkeeper, in the GreenXeepers' Reporter, a golfer's 
magazine published at St. Charles, Illinois, for September-October. He 
relates that "golf was played at Town and Country Club as early as 
1893," placing the St. Paul club among the earliest in the United States. 

A Historical Souvenir, St. Peter Claver's Church, St. Paul, Minne­
sota, issued on October 18, 1942, to mark the golden anniversary of the 
church, contains a review of a Negro Catholic parish organized in 1892 
(39 p.). Earlier, in 1888, a mission had been established under the su­
pervision of Archbishop Ireland. The services of various priests are de­
scribed, among them Father Stephen L. Theobald, "one of the first 
colored priests in the United States," who led the St. Paul congregation 
from 1910 to 1932. 

Life on a frontier farm in Rice County in the i86o's and 1870's is 
vividly pictured in the reminiscences of Frank E. Hall, extracts from 
which appear in the Northfield Independent for December 24. Mr. Hall's 
parents emigrated from Vermont in 1858 and settled on a claim near 
Northfield. Of special interest are Mr. Hall's descriptions of the primitive 
machinery used in operating the farm. For example, he recalls the fam­
ily's "first reaper," relating that "there was an arm that went around the 
outside of the platform, an endless chain, and every time it went around 
it raked off the grain at the back on the ground, where it had to be 
bound by hand." Threshing equipment also is described. When a neigh­
bor purchased his "first steam engine for threshing," Mr. Hall recalls, 
"father bought his old horsepower, which we used on the farm for years, 
to saw wood, grind feed, and fill our silo." An excellent account of the 
tapping of sugar maples in the spring and the making of sirup and sugar 
also is included. 
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The activities in Mesabi Range mining operations of William, Wal­
ter, John, Cooley, and Emmett Butler, brothers of the late Justice Pierce 
Butler, are the subject of the columns entitled "Up in This Neck of the 
Woods" in the issues of the Grand Rapids Herald-Review for November 
18 and 25. "In 1902 John Butler came to Hibbing," according to this 
account. "In the 40 years since that day," it continues, "the Buffers have 
scratched many a deep hole in the Mesaba range and taken therefrom 
many a ton of red ore." A sketch of Elmer E. Knotts, a pioneer home­
steader and lumberman on the Bigfork River, is presented in the column 
published on November 11. In that appearing on December 2, the value 
for the student of local history of "records dealing with early surveys 
of the upper Mississippi river and the construction and operation of the 
reservoir dams" is revealed. They now are preserved at the Pokegama 
Dam. They tell not only of surveys made as early as 1868 and of the 
building of dams in the i88o's, but of such matters as the smallpox epi­
demic of 1883 and of labor and transportation problems. Weather rec­
ords were kept at all the dams, and these still are available. 

Impressions of a northern Minnesota community are presented by 
Nancy, Winifred, and Ruth King, in verse, prose, and picture, in a 
booklet bearing the title. Yes, Really, It's Ely (Minneapolis, 1942. 92 
p.). Among the subjects of sketches are holiday celebrations by foreign 
groups of the Vermilion Range area, border lakes in the neighborhood 
of Ely, and mining operations. 

Miss Gertrude Gove is the author of a "History of the St. Cloud 
School District" from 1855 ^° i9 '4 ' which is included in the Report of 
the superintendent of schools of St. Cloud for 1941-42 (84 p.). "It was 
District No. 3 which really got started with public school instruction," 
writes Miss Gove. She relates that this district, in what was known as 
Lower Town, "was settled by civic-minded Yankees who donated money 
to erect a school building . . . and paid out of their own pockets for the 
instruction that was given before 1858." A list of members of the St. 
Cloud board of education from 1858 to 1943, compiled by Miss Gove, 
also is presented in the Report. 

Records and reports kept in Norwegian have been used by Mrs. Gena 
Lee Gilbertson in preparing a history of the Big Grove Norwegian Lu­
theran Church of Brooten to commemorate its seventy-fifth anniversary 
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(90 p.). The author reviews the story of the North Fork setdement in 
Stearns County, where the church originated, showing that the Norwe­
gian pioneers who settled there in 1865 had pushed northwestward from 
Spring Grove in Houston County. Traveling pastors began to visit the 
Stearns County group, and in 1867, while the Reverend Abraham Jacob-
son was there, the Big Grove congregation was organized. The author 
presents also an account of a parochial school established in 1870. 

Brief historical sketches of Austin clubs and organizations — profes­
sional, cultural, religious, fraternal, labor, military, and the like — are 
presented in the Austin Daily Herald for December 7. Included are local 
Masonic organizations, two of which date from the i86o's; a dental 
society that began its activities in 1910; and a women's club which estab­
lished the city's first circulating library in 1869. 

A brief history of the First Baptist Church of Long Prairie, prepared 
by O. B. DeLaurier, is included in a pamphlet issued on October 25, 
when the congregation celebrated its seventieth anniversary (10 p.). 
Much of the sketch relates to Baptist activity in Todd County before the 
Long Prairie congregation was organized in 1872; and it includes in­
formation about the Reverend John Jones, an early Welsh preacher at 
Fairy Lake. 

Sketched against a background of Red River Valley history is a His­
tory of St. Thomas Church, Kent, Minnesota, issued as a pamphlet in 
June, 1941, to commemorate the "diamond jubilee" of this Catholic par­
ish (46 p.). Fort Abercrombie and McCauleyville figure in its early years, 
for it was "to care for the spiritual needs of the soldiers at the fort" that 
the first missionaries arrived, and the church itself was first established 
in McCauleyville. As early as 1865, Father Baptiste Genin began to visit 
the setdement. Included in the present booklet are accounts of the early 
years of the church at McCauleyville, of its removal to Kent early in the 
present century, and of the founding of a parochial school, and a "parish 
directory." 

A valuable feature of a History of St. John's Ev. Lutheran Church, 
Omro Township, Yellow Medicine County (24 p.) is the inclusion of 
lists of baptisms, confirmations, marriages, and burials. All are chrono­
logically arranged, and birth, marriage, and death dates are given. The 
congregation, according to the brief historical sketch in this booklet, was 
organized in December, 1882. 
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