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New chairmen have been appointed for the war history committees
of four Minnesota counties. In Kandiyohi County, Mr. Irvin Hanson re-
places Mr. Henry Southworth; in Le Sueur County, the Reverend John
H. Sellie succeeds Mrs. Robert K. Thorsen; in Otter Tail, Mrs. C. M.
Kelehan has been named to the position held formerly by Mr. E. T.
Barnard; and in Pope, Miss Olive Barsness succeeds Mr. Charles Glantz.

Mrs. Carrie A. Bachtle, chairman of the Faribault County War His-
tory Committee, reports that a special field of activity has been assigned
to each of its thirteen members. Included are publicity, war bonds, vital
statistics, aviation, men in the service, letters from servicemen, the county
fair, women’s organizations, the Boy Scouts, schools in wartime, the Red
Cross, and the press. The committee has enjoyed the co-operation of
many local organizations, including the Victory Aides, who are said to
number 315 in Faribault County. Among the records assembled by the
committee are lists of the names of members of the local rationing boards,
the selective service board, the Corn Belt Loan Association, and other
county war agencies.

A directory of five hundred men from Grant County who were serv-
ing in the nation’s armed forces before the end of February has been
prepared by the Grant County War History Committee, according to
Mrs. George Hanson, its chairman. The list was compiled by committee
members residing in various parts of the county, including the villages
of Ashby, Barrett, Herman, Hoffman, Norcross, and Wendell.

A questionnaire asking for reports on wartime activities of clubs and
organizations appears in the News Letter of the Minneapolis Defense
Council for February 17. It provides a convenient form for reports on
group participation in bond and stamp sales, Red Cross activities, salvage
collection, and in basic training courses in child care, first aid, home
nursing, nutrition, and the like.

Among the more active war history committees in the state is that of
Olmsted County, of which Mr. S. L. Lyksett is chairman. According to a
recent report on its activities, each member has been asked to collect
information about a specific phase of local war activity, such as the
operation of selective service in the county, the work of the fire and air
raid wardens, salvage of war materials, the Red Cross, and the victory
book drives. The committee also gathers material on church activities,
and it collects photographs and biographies of local men in the service.
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In the latter work, the committee is assisted by the Victory Aides, espe-
cially in rural areas. It has now assembled several hundred photographs,
selections from which are displayed from time to time in store windows
in Rochester. Items relating to the services of Olmsted County men are
clipped from newspapers, and a complete file of clippings is deposited
with the Olmsted County Historical Society for permanent preservation.
The members of the committee, in addition to Mr. Lyksett, are Mr.
E. H. Schlitgus, Mrs. Bunn T. Willson, Mrs. G. O. Brandvold, Miss
Lydia Petrich, Mr. Julius Opheim, and Mr. Herbert Anderson of Ro-
chester, Mrs. J. E. Brown of Stewartville, Miss Ann Rice of Oronoco, and
Mrs. George H. Underbak of Chatfield.

The personnel and objectives of the Ramsey County War History
Committee, of which Judge Gustavus Loevinger of St. Paul is chairman,
are described in the Sz. Paul Pioneer Press for January 31.

The Duluth War History Committee is compiling military service
records of Duluth residents, according to a statement of Miss Jane
Morey, its co-chairman, published in the February issue of Duluth’s Ci-
vilian Defense News. The information will be compiled from draft reg-
istrations, Victory Aide surveys, church and school records, and other
sources, and it will be kept up to date so far as is possible. The committee
also is collecting photographs and letters of soldiers.

LocaL HistoricaL SOCIETIES

Mr. J. P. Bertrand was re-elected president of the Thunder Bay
Historical Society at its annual meeting at Fort William on March 31.
In his report for the past year Mr. Bertrand outlined a program that called
for the establishment of a museum at Port Arthur, the reopening of
historic trails and portages, the naming of streets for individuals of im-
portance in regional history, the establishment of historic parks, and
co-operation with the schools in exploiting local history. The society’s
museum at Fort William received 2,351 visitors in 1942, according to
the report presented at the same meeting by Carson F. Piper, chairman
of the museum committee. He also expressed the society’s appreciation of
the generosity of the late Peter McKellar, who left to it a trust fund out
of which the museum’s expenses are met.

A reminiscent talk by M. H. McCart, a Detroit Lakes pioneer of 1883,
was a feature of a meeting of the Becker County Historical Society held
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at Detroit Lakes early in January. The speaker recalled that he went to
Detroit Lakes from Hutchinson “on a train pulled by a wood-burning
locomotive.” To illustrate his talk he displayed a number of early photo-
graphs of Becker County scenes and events.

At the annual meeting of the Blue Earth County Historical Society,
which was held at Mankato on January 21, Mr. Horace W. Roberts was
re-clected president, Mrs. Mary W. Sugden was named vice-president,
and Mr. E. Raymond Hughes was elected secretary and treasurer. A re-
port was presented on improvements made during the past year in the
society’s museum, including decorating and the purchase of new equip-
ment.

Photographs of pioneers in the collections of the Grant County His-
torical Society are described by its secretary, W. H. Goetzinger, in the
“Historical Society Notes” published in the Grant County Herald of Elbow
Lake for January 14. Represented in the county album, according to
Mr. Goetzinger, are all the villages in the county “except Wendell and all
townships except Gorton, Land, Lawrence, Logan, and North Ottawa.”
Several types of pictures that are needed to complete the collection are
suggested. Notes on items reminiscent of the services of Grant County
men in the First World War are presented in the issues of the Herald for
February 18 and March 25.

The surveyor’s instrument used by Charles W. Christmas in Minne-
apolis in the early 1850’s was presented to the Hennepin County His-
torical Society at a meeting held on January 26. The presentation was
made by Mayor Marvin L. Kline, who received the instrument from the
mayor of Seattle on behalf of Mrs. Anna M. Howe of that city. Other fea-
tures of the program were a talk on the history of the Fremont Avenue
Congregational Church by its pastor, the Reverend John R. Johns, and an
account of boyhood experiences in Minneapolis by Mr. Donald C. Ben-
nyhoff. The leading article in the January issue of the society’s bulletin,
Hennepin County History, deals with the “Early History of the University
of Minnesota.”

That Asa B. Hutchinson deeded to the city of Hutchinson in 1875 a
lat “for the purpose of erecting a library and reading room thereon” is
revealed in a document recently presented to the McLeod County His-
torical Society. The deed was found by Mr. D. Albert Adams among his
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father’s papers, according to an announcement of the gift in the Hutchin-
son Leader for February 12.

Following a visit to the museum of the Olmsted County Historical
Society, pupils in the second grade of the Northrop School at Rochester
established a museum of their own. Many of the children brought in ob-
jects that they considered of interest, and arranged and labeled them for
display purposes.

All the officers of the Polk County Historical Society, including
Dr. Paul Hagen, president, were re-elected at its annual meeting held in
Crookston on January 11. Mr. L. L. Landberg of the Polk County War
History Committee spoke on the importance of collecting and preserving
the records of the Second World War. An interesting series of exhibits
and a significant program of activities on the part of the society’s museum
were described by its curator, Miss Lulu Keller. In July, 1942, the Daugh-
ters of Norway sponsored a loan exhibit of objects brought to the county
by Norwegian pioneers and preserved by their descendants; an Indian
collection owned by Mrs. H. Holte was displayed in August and Septem-
ber; and a collection of old glass was arranged under the auspices of the
local chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution in October.
Among more recent displays is one arranged in February and consisting
of fans from the collection of Mrs. E. W. Johnson. She described the fans
and told of those having special interest in a talk before the local Business
and Professional Women’s Club in the society’s museum on February 15.

The St. Louis County Historical Society has removed its museumn from
the court house to Tweed Hall on the campus of the Duluth State Teach-
ers College. Three rooms on the third floor of the hall, which is located at
2309 East First Street, Duluth, are now being used by the society for
museum purposes, and one room is devoted to the display of its important
collection of pictures by Eastman Johnson.

At a meeting of the Waseca County Historical Society held in Waseca
on January 4, Mr. Herman Peterson was named to succeed Mr. J. P.
Couglin as president of the organization. Other officers elected at the
same meeting include Mr. F. T. Day, vice-president, Mr. H, A. Panzram,
secretary, and Mr. Arthur Brisbane, treasurer, Plans were made to publish
and distribute a leaflet describing the society and its activities.
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The Grand Opera House of Stillwater, which opened in May, 1881,
was the subject of a reminiscent talk by H. C. Robertson presented at a
meeting of the Washington County Historical Society in Stillwater on
February 22. The speaker, who was connected with the management of
the theater for many years, recalled that the house attracted to Stillwater
many of the nation’s leading dramatic figures. A review of his talk appears
in the Stsllwater Daily Gazette for February 23.

LocaL History ITEMS

Some of the more recent history of Anoka County is recorded in a
booklet on the History of Bethel Village compiled by members of a local
organization known as the Proper Spirit Club (1942. 24 p.). The narra-
tive reveals that settlement began in Bethel Township as early as 1856,
when a group of Quakers established themselves there, but that the vil-
lage was not incorporated until 1gox after the Great Northern Railroad:
was built. Thus most of the events described occurred in the present cen-
tury. Noteworthy are lists of students enrolled in the village school from
1902 to 1904, the names and dates of clubs and lodges that have been
active in the community, lists of veterans of the First World War and of
residents serving in the present war, and a directory of citizens who have
engaged in various professions and business enterprises.

An interview with Mrs. Anna Stahl, a native of Mankato whose family
has been in the hotel business there during the entire eighty-five years
since her birth, is reported by Jared How in the Mankato Free Press for
March 3. “She was born in the log building that her father operated as
the first hotel in the then raw new settlement at the big bend in the
Minnesota river,” writes Mr. How, and he notes that the present Stahl
House still stands on the site of the original log hotel built by the pioneer
Clemens Kron. Mrs. Stahl recalls many details about the running of a
hotel in a small frontier community.

A good example of the use of local historical material in advertising is
to be found in a series of photographs with explanatory texts published in
recent months by Schell’s brewery in the Saturday issues of the New Ulm
Daily Journal. Buildings and scenes are depicted in some of the pictures,
as in that showing the structure occupied by a local creamery organized
in 1882, in the issue for January 2, and in another depicting a New Ulm
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street scene of the 1890’s with the Dakota House in the foreground, pub-
lished on March 13. Several interesting group pictures include the faculty
of the Union School in 1886, January g; the New Ulm Turners in 1896,
February 27; and the Union Band of Hanska in 1go1, March 27. The
value of the latter reproductions is greatly enhanced by the fact that the
individuals in the groups are identified. Both the pictures and the sketches
that accompany them have been made available by Mr. Fred W. Johnson,
president of the Brown County Historical Society.

The history of the Waconia Creamery Association, which recently
marked its thirty-fifth anniversary, is reviewed by its first president,
Mr. A, O. Anderson, in the Waconia Patriot for February 25. He recalls
the organization meeting held on February 25, 1908, at which forty-eight
members subscribed to the co-operative project, and he describes the vari-
ous plants that the creamery has acquired and operated. A picture of a
building erected in 1909 for its use accompanies the article.

Installments of Mr. Bert Merling’s detailed “History of Chisago
County” continue to appear in the Chisago County Press (see ante, 23:
400). In the sections published from January 7 to February 25 the author
recounts the story of the Swedish Lutheran church at Chisago Lake, giving
special attention to the services of three pioneer religious leaders, Erland
Carlsson, Eric Norelius, and Pehr A. Cederstrom. Several installments are
devoted to the founding and early years of the county’s first village, Center
City. The autobiogrjphy of O. M. Linnell, a pioneer who emigrated from
Sweden in 1853 and settled at Chisago Lake in the following year, is the
basis for a section that opens in the issue for March 18. The quotations
presented in the Press are drawn from an English translation made by the
writer’s grandson, the Reverend C. V. Swenson.

A windmill built on a Dakota County farm by Mr. Magnus Miller, a
Swedish immigrant of 1892, is the subject of a sketch in the Dakora
County Tribune of Farmington for January 1. The windmill was a gi-
gantic structure, five stories high, with fans sixty-four feet long, and it was
built entirely of wood. For many years Mr. Miller ground feed for his
neighbors, turning out as many as eight hundred sacks in twenty-four
hours. A photograph of Mr. Miller, who now lives at Lakeville, appears
with the article.

“Stores were really ‘general’” in the small Minnesota towns of the
1860’s, “and some of the items they sold have a strange sound to our
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ears.” Thus writes Miss Margaret Snyder, whose essay on Chatfield ap-
pears elsewhere in this magazine, in the Chatfield News for January 7.
In a column bearing the title “Chatfield Quiz,” she draws upon account
books kept by pioneer merchants for interesting and valuable information
about business methods, types of merchandise offered for sale, and prices.
Miss Snyder reveals that in one Chatfield store “a hoop skirt costing $2.50
was sold on the same day as a plow that cost $25.00”; that “candles were a
very frequent item, at prices ranging from 12 to 20 cents”; and that a “bed
cord could be bought for 25 cents, and a neck yoke for 35.” “Early Educa-
tional Institutions” draw Miss Snyder’s attention in the News for Janu-
ary 21, where she devotes some space to the record of the Chatfield
Academy. Under the heading “Interesting Data Concerning Early Chat-
field History,” items about the Medary House, a hotel built in 1857, are
presented in the News for February 25 and March 4. They are based in
large part upon a guest register for the years from 1866 to 1869 which was
“salvaged from the attic of the old building” when it was demolished in

1930.

The concluding installment of William H. Cartwright’s “History of
Newburg Township and the Village of Mabel” (see ante, p. 89) appears
in the Mabel Record for January 15. The final sections of the narrative
deal largely with cultural and commercial trends in the period from 1895
to 1914, with comments on such subjects as schools, dramatic entertain-
ments, lyceums, telephone service, and railroads. In his conclusion the
writer expresses his conviction that the story of Newburg and Mabel
“typifies that of hundreds of similar communities throughout the middle
west.”

A chronology of the Thursday Musical of Minneapolis during its “first
fifty years” is presented in a booklet issued to commemorate its golden jubi-
lee (1942. 20 p.). This record of the club’s activities in each season from
1892 to 1942 forms a significant chapter in the musical history of Minne-
apolis.

Some transportation difficulties encountered by Judge Alfred L.
Thwing in Itasca County in the early years of the present century are
described in the column entitled “Up in This Neck of the Woods” in the
Grand Rapids Herald-Review for February 17. A trip that took Judge
Thwing into what is now Koochiching County when he was a candidate
for the office of county attorney is recalled in some detail. He covered as
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much of the county as he could by rail, reached some homesteaders’ cabins
by walking along a tote road, took a steamboat on the Rainy River to reach
International Falls, and hired a motorboat in order to navigate the Little
Fork River. The career of a Minnesota lumberman, Mr. Louis F. Harmon
of Cohasset, is sketched in the Herald-Review for February 3. His first
connection with the lumber industry was made in 1897, when he was
employed on a log drive on the Prairie River; by 1923 he had become
logging superintendent for the International Lumber Company.

A significant aspect of the history of communication in a local com-
munity is reviewed in an article, in the Hutchinson Leader for March 26,
on the development of telephone service at Hutchinson. The narrative
discloses information on the earliest toll line in the area, which reached
Hutchinson in September, 1897, and had its first use when a local physi-
cian was called for an emergency case in a rural district near by. The story
of the organization of the first local exchange under a franchise granted
to W. S. and M. W, Clay also is related. An interesting feature of the
article is a list of the thirty-nine names, with addresses and numbers, that
appeared in Hutchinson’s first telephone directory, issued in March, 189g.

The extraordinary results that can be produced when high school stu-
dents are encouraged to investigate community history are well illustrated
in a typewritten booklet entitled “Our Town,” prepared by seniors in the
Milaca High School in 1941—42. The writing of the articles and their com-
pilation in the present form served as a project in social science, with
Mt. L. E. Westin as the instructor. In the first and most extensive contri-
bution to the booklet, Lorraine Martinson surveys the history of Milaca,
from its founding as a lumbering village in 1885 to the present. This
account provides a background for sketches on such subjects as “Early
Days,” population, government, clubs and lodges, transportation, “Eco-
nomic Trends,” and education. A final section on “National Defense”
gives recognition to Milaca’s role in the war program. Scores of excellent
illustrations were made possible through the interest and co-operation of
the local newspaper.

“The Early History of Olmsted County” was the subject of an address
presented on January 28 before the Rochester Rotary Club by Miss Helen
Clapesattle, author of Tke Doctors Mayo. Her address is reviewed in some
detail in the Rochester Post-Bulletin for January 29.
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The history of Trinity Lutheran Church of Rochester and its parochial
school are reviewed in a booklet commemorating the seventy-fifth anni-
versary of both institutions (1942). Both the church and the school were
established in 1867 to serve Rochester’s growing German population.

A brief history of St. Matthew Lutheran Church in Waterbury Town-
ship, Redwood County, is included in a pamphlet issued to commemorate
the fiftieth anniversary of the founding of the church (1942). The congre-
gation was organized in October, 1892.

Some of the changes in street names in Faribault are listed in an article
appearing in the Faribault Daily News for February 3. “Central avenue
was originally known as Main street” in the Rice County city, according
to the News, and “prior to 1899 when numbers were installed, avenues and
streets had some very attractive names.” Many of the old names are re-
called in the present narrative, which includes a useful list of recent “addi-
tions” to the city.

Because little has been written about the history of Roseau County, a
section on “Agricultural History and Statistics” in a recent Soz/ Survey of
Roseau County by P. R. McMiller and others (1942. 8o p.) will be found
particularly useful. A brief statement about exploration is followed by
some notes on settlement, which began in 1885, on the building of rail-
roads after 1900, and on the development of agriculture and dairying. The
Survey was published by the Bureau of Plant Industry of the United
States Department of Agriculture, in co-operation with the University of
Minnesota Agricultural Experiment Station.

How Stillwater evolved from a logging camp with a single crude inn at
which lumbermen could stop on their way to the timber stands of the
St. Croix Valley is explained by Emma Glaser in a feature article com-
memorating the city’s centennial, in the St. Paul Pioneer Press for Febru-
ary 14. Figuring in the narrative are such prominent Minnesota pioneers
as Franklin Steele, Joseph R. Brown, and John McKusick, and others of
purely local fame, like Jacob Fisher, builder of the first mill at Stillwater.
The author records that other mills followed this pioneer venture “until
there were eleven working at top speed,” and eventually the city’s “enor-
mous mill and rafting activities called other industries to life.” Some
attractive St. Croix River scenes, including one of the Stillwater boom,

illustrate the article.
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An exhibit of water colors by Josephine Lutz of “historic landmarks
in old Stillwater was held in that city on March 5 under the auspices of the
Friday Study Club. A catalogue of the twenty-five pictures displayed not
only lists the titles, but presents brief historical notes on the structures
included. The collection, writes Professor Lawrence Schmeckebier in his
introduction to the catalogue, “is a modest attempt to record the archi-
tectural beauty that is part of Stillwater’s artistic heritage.” The pictures are
the work of “an artist whose home is in Stillwater and whose artistic
activity has contributed much to the cultural life of the community.” In
producing a permanent record of some of Stillwater’s interesting pioneer
houses and other structures, Miss Lutz has set an example that might well
be followed by other artists working in other Minnesota communities.
Such early Minnesota settlements as Afton, Marine, Hastings, Winona,
Red Wing, Little Canada, and the Twin Cities have much to offer the
artist in the way of subjects similar to those used by Miss Lutz.

Some intimate details of life in the St. Croix Valley logging camps are
included in the “Logging Recollections” of George F. J. Vollmer, pub-
lished in the Stidllwater Gazette for February 4. He recalls that “half of
Washington county went up river when October came.” The personnel,
the food, and the modes of transportation used in the lumber camps are
among the subjects touched upon.

Some interesting reminiscent letters written by the late H. C. Garvin
of Winona, in which he recalls experiences at Tracy in the early 1880’,
are quoted in the Tracy Headlight-Herald for February 5. The letters are
included in a scrapbook compiled by Garvin and recently presented to
the Tracy Public Library. Garvin became station agent in the Lyon
County town in 1881, “when the immigrants were pouring through
Tracy en route to Dakota Territory.” Many of the items in the scrapbook
relate to his railroading activities in the vicinity of Tracy.
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