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Volumes 14 and 15 of the Encyclopedia of American Biography, both of
which appeared in 1942, contain sketches of a2 number of prominent Min-
nesotans. Among those whose careers are reviewed are William Bannon,
St. Paul merchant; Burt W. Eaton, Rochester lawyer; Frederic W. Paine,
Duluth civic leader; Louis E. Shepley, St. Paul contractor; Arthur C.
Swallaw, Minnesota and Wisconsin lumberman; John F. Killorin, Du-
luth lumberman; Asa D. Polk, Brainerd lawyer; Heber L. Hartley, Duluth
agricultural leader and livestock breeder; James B. Sutherland, Minne-
apolis broker; Agustus M. P. Cowley, St. Paul banker; and Francis E.
House, Duluth railroad executive. Each volume of the Encyclopedia con-
tains a cumulative index, which serves as a guide to the entire series.

War HisTory ACTIVITIES

The work done in Minnesota in preserving the records of the First
World War is prominently and favorably mentioned by Lester J. Cappon
in an article on “The Collection of World War I Materials in the States,”
which appears in the American Historical Review for July. “The volumi-
nous material available in Minnesota (most of it in the Minnesota His-
torical Society) and the fragmentary records in Louisiana are eloquent
testimony to the effectiveness of organization in the one state and the
lack of any in the other,” writes Mr. Cappon in commenting upon
the inventories of records for the conflict of 1917—18 compiled for these
states by the Historical Records Survey. In every case, he points out, the
“best results were achieved by the program planned and executed by
capable and permanent state historical agencies or by temporary war
history commissions operating in conjunction with permanent agencies.”
Of the state war histories published by commissions or permanent state
agencies, Mr. Cappon considers that the “two volumes on Minnesoza in
the War with Germany, 1917—1918, are most deserving of commen-
dation.”

A suggestive “Summary of Types of War Records” that should be
collected and preserved by communities and institutions is included in a
War Records Handbook issued by the division of archives and history
of the New York state education department (Albany, 1943. 31 p.). The
booklet also includes directions for the “Arrangement and Care of Col-
lections.”
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The work of collecting records of the Second World War in Michigan
has been delegated to the Michigan Historical Commission, according
to an announcement in the spring number of the Michigan History
Magazine. “Directors of collecting” are to have charge of the work in
each of the state’s eighty-three counties. A bulletin on War Records of
Michigan (15 p.) issued by the commission will guide them in their
activities, for it outlines the procedure to be followed in collecting and
lists the headings under which war records may be classified. It also
offers a “Sample Form for Personal, War, and Family Record” of men
and women serving with the armed forces. Installments of a review of
“Michigan’s Gold Star Record: World War I” appear in both the winter
and spring numbers of the Michigan History Magazine.

Reports on “District Library Institute Meetings on War and Post
War Issues” held at Rochester on May 14, at Hibbing on May 20, and
at Robbinsdale on May 22 appear in Minnesota Libraries for September.
In the same number is presented the complete text of an address on
“Librarian Liberators” delivered on the latter occasion by Mrs. Helen P.
Mudgett of the department of history in the University of Minnesota.
Another timely feature of the September issue is a discussion of the
services that can be offered by “A Public Library in Wartime.” The
author, Frances M. Klune, is librarian of the Chisholm Public Library.

A list of members of the armed forces who received honors for dis-
tinguished service in the Mediterranean area, published in the Stars and
Stripes for July 17, contains the names of several Minnesotans.

Several articles on civilian defense activities appear in the July issue
of Northwest Life. Included is one entitled “It’s a Family Job,” describ-
ing the wartime activities of a typical family.

Dr. Richard Bardon replaces Mr. Frank A. Court, who resigned, as
chairman of the Duluth War History Committee.

Among the local publications received by the Minnesota War History
Committee for the extracts from soldiers’ letters that they present is the
Ushers Club Letter issued by an organization of the Cokato Lutheran
Church. Local events of interest to Cokato men in the service also are
reported in this bulletin.
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Locar HisToricaL SOCIETIES

The task of revising the Handbook of Historical Societies in the
United States and Canada published by the Conference of Historical
Societies in 1936 has been undertaken by the American Association for
State and Local History. The work is being directed by Dr. C. C. Crit-
tenden, the association’s editor; it is being financed by a grant of five
hundred dollars from the American Council of Learned Societies and by
smaller contributions from other sources. In assembling material on
county and other local historical societies in Minnesota, the association
has enlisted the aid of the Minnesota Historical Society. A special “Hand-
book Survey” blank calling for specific information has been forwarded
to more than sixty local societies in the state. By December 1, however,
only about half of them had responded. In order that Minnesota may
receive its full share of representation in the new handbook, officers of
all local societies who have not yet returned their questionnaires are urged
to fill them in at once and send them to the state society in St. Paul.
Much valuable information about local societies is supplied on the forms
that have reached the state organization. This material will become avail-
able throughout the United States and Canada when it has been turned
over to the association and incorporated in the revised handbook.

At the fifteenth annual North Shore Historical Assembly, which was
held at Duluth on July 31, plans were discussed for a Lake Superior
historical assembly. In addition to the historical societies of the three
North Shore counties of Minnesota and the Thunder Bay district of
Ontario, which make up the present assembly, the societies of Douglas
County, Wisconsin, and of Chippewa and Marquette counties, Michigan,
were represented. Most of those who participated in the discussion ex-
pressed the belief that groups of societies similar to the North Shore or-
ganization should be formed to hold annual meetings; that they should
unite in forming a Lake Superior assembly; and that the larger organiza-
tion should meet perhaps once in five years. Thus the local societies
would have an opportunity to exchange the results of their individual
researches, and interest in Lake Superior regional history would be
stimulated and expanded. Participating in the discussion, which took
place during the afternoon session of the assembly, were about thirty-five
people, including two representatives of the Minnesota Historical Society,
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Dr. Lewis Beeson, its acting superintendent, and Dr. Grace Lee Nute,
its curator of manuscripts.

Four papers and addresses were presented before the afternoon session
of the North Shore assembly. “The Dawn of Education in Cook County”
was described by Olga N. Soderberg of Grand Marais; “Lake County’s
Effort in World War II” was reviewed by Helen M. Thoren of Two
Harbors; experiences as a frontier physician were recalled in a talk on
“Snowshoe Medicine” by Dr. Herman Bryan of Nipigon, Ontario; and
the career of “Thomas Clark, 2nd” was outlined by Maude L. Lindquist.
Mr. J. P. Bertrand, president of the Thunder Bay Historical Society, who
spoke at the evening session, took as his subject “Du Lhut, the Man.”
The final address of the day, on “History in the Making,” was presented
by the Reverend Preston Bradley of Chicago.

Historical societies of the Lake Superior region are invited to take
advantage of the opportunities for communication with one another and
with historical societies elsewhere afforded by the section of this maga-
zine devoted to “Local Historical Societies.” Notes on current activities,
similar to the two that follow, will be included for societies that furnish
the editor with pertinent information.

Among the most active and progressive local historical societies in
the Northwest is that of Douglas County, Wisconsin, with headquarters
and a museum at Superior. Mrs. Vivien G. Dube, curator of the museum,
reports that she arranges five special exhibits each month in order to
“attract people and keep up the attendance.” One case is placed at the
disposal of local women’s organizations, like the American Legion
Auxiliary and the Girl Scouts, who arrange exhibits of special interest to
their own groups in successive months. Racial groups are invited to place
on display objects illustrative of their European backgrounds and exam-
ples of their handicrafts. By allowing children to arrange hobby exhibits,
the interest of young people is enlisted. The local art association is
given the use of a room in which to display pictures and other art objects.
The society is engaged in building up a file of local records relating to the
county’s participation in the Second World War. This phase of its work
is the subject of an extensive report in the Evening Telegram of Superior
for September 1o0.

A movement is under way at Sault Ste. Marie locking toward the
preservation of a house erected there in 1796 by John Johnston, a promi-
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nent fur trader, according to an announcement recently received from
the Chippewa County Historical Society of Michigan. Taking the lead in
obtaining the removal of the historic structure to a site where it can be
permanently preserved are ex-Governor Chase S. Osborn and his daughter
Miss Stellanova Osborn. The house has interest both for its association
with members of the Johnston family and with Henry R. Schoolcraft,
whose first wife was Jane Johnston.

The Becker County Historical Society has issued a statement of its
accomplishments in the year beginning September 1, 1942. It reveals that
the society’s museum in the new courthouse at Detroit Lakes was occu-
pied in March and was opened to the public early in June. Throughout
the summer, the museum was open on afternoons during the week and
on Saturday mornings, with a salaried attendant in charge. Before Sep-
tember 1 a total of 1,255 visitors had viewed the exhibits, which consist
of some nine hundred articles arranged in twelve cases.

A recent addition to the collections of the Brown County Historical
Society is a little brass cannon which was presented to the New Ulm
Turnverein in 1863 by the Cincinnati Turnverein. It was intended that
the cannon should be used for protection in case of another Indian out-
break. The story of the cannon and of a local military unit long known
as Burg’s Battery for one of its leaders, Captain Frank Burg, are reviewed
by the society’s president, Fred W. Johnson, in the New Ulm Daily
Journal for September 25. The battery, which was organized shortly
after the Sioux Outbreak of 1862, is still active. The cannon is now on
display in the New Ulm library, on the floor above the county historical
society’s museum.

At a meeting held at Harmony on July 12, plans were made for a
community historical society and a local museum. Since a room in the
Harmony school building is to be set aside for the museum, the society
will have an excellent opportunity to co-operate with teachers in making
students aware of their local background.

An appeal to residents of Goodhue County to “preserve their history™
by turning over objects of historical interest to the Goodhue County His-
torical Society, “which is in a position to care for and display them
properly,” is made by C. A. Rasmussen in his “Historical Potpourri” for
the first week of August. This series of articles dealing with topics of
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local historical interest appears in newspapers throughout the county,
and thus reaches a wide audience. The Goodhue County society’s mu-
seum is located in Red Wing.

Judge Julius E. Haycraft, president of the Martin County Historical
Society, was the principal speaker at a meeting of the old settlers of East
Chain Township held on September 12. He gave special attention to the
post offices established in pioneer days at East Chain and in its vicinity.

A former editor of the Worthington Globe, Mr. Paul C. Johnson of
the University Farm, St. Paul, was the principal speaker at the annual
meeting of the Nobles County Historical Society at Worthington on
August 15. A reminiscent talk on pioneer life in Grand Prairie Township
was presented by Mr. O. A. Walker of Round Lake.

“If you have any old piece that illustrates what was used long ago,
don’t hide it in a chest where it is never seen except when you dig it out.
Bring it in and ‘give’ it to the Historical Society.” This pertinent sug-
gestion is made by E. T. Barnard, secretary of the Otter Tail County
Historical Society, in the Fergus Falls Daily Journal for September 18.
The writer points out the disadvantages of loan exhibits, and urges pro-
spective donors to make outright gifts to the society. He notes that since
the society opened its museum in the courthouse at Fergus Falls in 1934,
its collections have been viewed by more than thirty-five thousand visi-
tors.

An early American flag with thirteen stars has been added to the col-
lections of the Pope County Historical Society. Mounted in a special
frame, it is now on display in the society’s museum at Glenwood, accord-
ing to announcements in the Starbuck Times for August 12 and the

Glenwood Herald for August 19 and 26.

Following the sudden death on September 26 of Otto E. Wieland,
president of the St. Louis County Historical Society, Dr. Richard Bardon
of Duluth was elected to the position of leadership in the organization.
Other officers selected at a meeting of the society held on October 6 are
Corah Colbrath, executive secretary, and Jane S. Morey and Glenn S.
Locker, directors.

Mr. H. W. Reineke of Iona was re-elected president of the Todd
County Historical Society at its annual meeting held at Long Prairie on



1943 LOCAL HISTORY ITEMS 381

August 11. Other officers of the organization include Lambert Irsfeld of
Browerville, vice-president, Nick Truog of Long Prairie, secretary, and
P. J. Nelson of Clarissa, treasurer.

To mark its fifth anniversary in the present year, the Waseca County
Historical Society issued a leaflet containing a statement about its organi-
zation and activities. The society’s pioneer log cabin on the grounds of
the courthouse at Waseca is briefly described, and its system of life and
memorial memberships is explained. Recent additions to the society’s
collections are listed in the Waseca Herald for August 5. Included are a
number of early domestic and agricultural implements.

The program of the Washington County Historical Society was
marked by unusual activity during the summer months. In addition to
joining the Minnesota Historical Society in sponsoring the Stillwater
centennial celebration (see anmte, p. 349), the organization arranged a
meeting at Cottage Grove on July 31. Mrs. Pearl K. Roberts presented
a paper on the history of the Cottage Grove community, tracing its devel-
opment during a century of existence. The society recently has added to
its rolls more than thirty new members, whose names are announced in
the Stillwater Gazerte for September g. That its museum has now be-
come a well-established center for visitors to Stillwater was proved during
the city’s centennial celebration, for more than five hundred guests regis-
tered there on August 21 and 22.

LocarL History ITEMS

To inaugurate the seventy-ninth volume of the Anoka County Union,
Mr. T. G. J. Pease, its editor and publisher, included an editorial on
the history of the paper in the issue for September 8. He reveals that the
journal was acquired by his father, Granville S. Pease, in 1865. How
the elder Pease saved the files of the paper in a destructive fire in 1884 is one
of the incidents recalled. New types of equipment added as printing
methods improved are enumerated by the writer.

Evidence that the Germans formed a substantial element in the popu-
lation of Mankato in the 1860’s is afforded in the existence there of a
private school for the teaching of English and German conducted by a
Professor Wiedman. The school is the subject of an article by Frank
Franciscus in the Mankato Free Press for September 8. He relates that
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the building which housed the school is still standing, and records stories
recalled by some of the pioneer pupils. Mr. Franciscus also is the author
of an article about an old stone church at Traverse des Sioux appearing
in the Free Press for September 27.

Beginning in the issue of September 15, the Cottonwood County
Citizen of Windom presents installments of H. O. Hendrickson’s story of
the damage done by the “Rocky Mountain Locusts in Cottonwood
County, 1873-1877.” The author opens his narrative by listing his sources
of information and picturing the Cottonwood County settlements of
1873, when the grasshopper plague began. Few of the pioneers, he
notes, had then been in the county for more than six years.

Episodes in “Mendota History” are sketched briefly in a series of
articles in the Daily Reporzer of South St. Paul, the first of which appears
in the issue of September 14. The first installment tells briefly of Lieuten-
ant Pike’s arrival in the Mendota area and of his treaty with the Indians
in 1805. The visits of other explorers, including Governor Cass and Major
Long, the treaties of 1837 and 1851, and the arrival of Henry H. Sibley
are among the subjects touched upon in later instaliments.

The history of the Dodge County Medical Society is briefly reviewed
by James Eckman and Dr. Charles E. Bigelow in the installment of their
“History of Medicine in Dodge County” appearing in the August num-
ber of Minnesota Medicine. It is followed in this and in the September
issue by biographical sketches of some of the county’s pioneer physicians.

A pioneer settlement on Bass Lake in Faribault County is the subject
of a reminiscent narrative by Miss Mary Blair appearing in the Blue
Earth County Enterprise of Mapleton for September 9. The writer’s
father, Thomas Blair, was a Scotch immigrant who came to Minnesota
as a member of the Mapleton colony in 1856. He soon left, however, to
take a homestead somewhat farther south. Miss Blair relates that her
father built his original cabin of “logs with puncheon floor, roof of
shakes,” and with only one small window. “Not a single nail was used
in its construction,” she recalls. The article was sent to the Enterprise
by the Reverend Charles McColley of Providence, Rhode Island, a former
resident of Mapleton who is collecting material on early settlement in
southern Minnesota.
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Miss Margaret Snyder, whose essay on Chatfield appears in the issue
of this magazine for June, 1943, is the author of an article, in the Chat-
field News for September g, on “Horse Traders in Chatfield” and the
flourishing business they conducted as early as 1856. Under a Rockefeller
Foundation fellowship in regional writing, Miss Snyder is continuing
her study of the southern Minnesota village. The present article is based
upon a diary kept by L. A. Johnson, 2 brother-inlaw of J. C. Easton,
who was a partner in some of the business transactions described. One
of them involved a trip to Ohio, where Johnson bought sixteen animals.
The return journey to Chatfield and the profitable trading operations
that followed are described in some detail.

The twentieth anniversary of the organization of a sectarian charitable
organization has been marked by the publication of a History of the
Minneapolis Lutheran Mission Auxiliary (1943. 31 p.). The booklet,
which was issued under the direction of Mrs. J. H. Deckman, includes
accounts of activities in both St. Paul and Minneapolis, as well as a
chronological review of the work of the auxiliary.

The lumberjack’s fare of two decades ago, as recalled by Mayor
George Arscott of Grand Rapids, once a “famous cook in the woods,”
is the subject of the column entitled “Up in this Neck of the Woods” in
the Grand Rapids Herald-Review for August 18. A “sample menu for
the three meals of the average day in a logging camp forty years ago”
is provided by Mr. Arscott. One large camp which kept careful records
of expenses, according to Mr. Arscott, provided its men with the hearty
meals described at an average cost of nineteen cents per man each day.
Among the subjects of other recent articles in the same column of the
Herald-Review are the prospecting trips made in 1885 and later through
the iron-mining districts by E. J. Luther, August 4; some early burial
grounds and cemeteries at Grand Rapids and Bigfork, August 11; the
history of the village of Warba, September 1; and the Liberty Loan drives
of 1917—18 in Itasca County, September 15.

The activities of a literary society that arranged concerts, lectures,
programs of recitations, and debates at Collinwood in the 1880’s are de-
scribed by Frank B. Lamson in the Cokato Enterprise for July 29. The
writer, who was a teacher at Collinwood, recalls that the climax of the
society’s activities came in 1886, when it produced a play the proceeds
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from which were “used in the purchase of a library for the Collinwood
school.” Mr. Lamson also is the author of a series of articles on “Early
Days in Cokato,” which has been appearing in the Enterprise since
August 19. He deals with such subjects as early business concerns, Swed-
ish and Finnish pioneers of Cokato, village elections, and the like. Among
the sources used by the writer are newspaper files and the records of the
village council.

The Mexican population of a Minnesota city is pictured by Grace
Flandrau in an article entitled “Fiesta in St. Paul,” appearing in the
autumn number of the Yale Review. The author, a St. Paulite who has
spent many years in Mexico, describes with sympathetic understanding
a “celebration in honor of Mexico’s Independence Day” in a public park
of Minnesota’s capital.

“Did or did not Dan Emmet, father of minstrelsy, compose his im-
mortal ‘Dixie’ in St. Paul?” This question is propounded by Jules L.
Steele in the Sz. Paul Pioneer Press for August 8, in connection with his
announcement of a motion picture dealing with Emmet and “Dixie.”
Whether or not the song had its origin in St. Paul, it is known that the
composer spent much time there in the home of his brother, Judge La-
fayette Emmet, and that his song was performed there long before it
became popular nationally.

A “Short History of the Life of La Verendrye,” which appears in the
Warroad Pioneer for September g and 16, makes available to readers in
the Lake of the Woods country the story of the most important explorer
of the region in which they live.

The Fourth of July oration in which Dr. Thomas P. Foster described
Duluth as the “Zenith City of the Unsalted Seas” is recalled in the Du-
luth News-Tribune for July 4 by Nathan Cohen, who relates that “it was
75 years ago today that the famous phrase first was uttered.” Dr. Foster,
who founded a weekly newspaper known as the Minnesotian at Duluth
in 1869, published his oration in both its first and second issues. In time
the address was “circulated all through the country,” writes Mr. Cohen,
adding that “historians give it some of the credit for attracting hundreds
of new settlers, capitalists, and adventurers.” Some of the prophesies
made by Dr. Foster on July 4, 1868, are quoted by the writer, who asserts
that most of them “were realized within a few years.” Another phase of



1943 LOCAL HISTORY ITEMS 385

Duluth’s history is the subject of an article by Iva Grace Cronk in the
News-Tribune for July 11. She deals with the uniting of Duluth and
West Duluth in 1893, which made a single municipality of two com-
munities that had originated side by side.

The Stillwater centennial celebration, which opened on August 21
with a program sponsored by the Minnesota and Washington County
historical societies (see ante, p. 349), continued through August 22 with
several additional features. Under the auspices of the St. Croix River
Association, a dinner meeting and a program of talks and addresses took
place at the Grand Cafe on the evening of August 21. The speakers in-
cluded Congressman Richard P. Gale, Representative Roy E. Dunn, and
Mr. Chester S. Wilson, state commissioner of conservation. The history
of the association was reviewed by Mr. Wilson. August 22 was designated
as home-coming day, with special services in the local churches and an
afternoon program of sporting and other events on the St. Croix River.
Memorial services were held in the little private cemetery where the
Reverend William T. Boutwell, pioneer Minnesota missionary, and mem-
bers of his family are buried. A special edition of the Szillwater Daily
Gazette, containing articles on many features of the city’s early history,
was issued on August 18 to commemorate the centennial.
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