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surveyor general of logs and lumber. Drawings of marks used by Minne-
sota lumber firms to identify their logs illustrate the article.

Dr. Lewis Beeson’s survey of “Pioneer Minnesota Journalism,” which
appeared in the September issue of the Minnesota Journal of Education
(see ante, 24:351), has been followed in subsequent numbers by brief
sketches of some of the editors whose contributions were discussed. In-
cluded are John H. Stevens in the October issue, Jane Grey Swisshelm in
November, and William A. Hotchkiss in December. Each sketch is ac-
companied by a portrait.

Historical as well as biographical information is presented by George
L. Peterson in a series of sketches of the “editors and publishers of Minne-
sota’s 28 daily newspapers outside Minneapolis,” appearing in the Minne-
apolis Morning Tribune from November 29 to January 1. Many of Mr.
Peterson’s articles include historical reviews of the newspapers concerned.

Some of Minnesota’s industrial leaders and their families are the sub-
jects of articles by Evelyn Burke in recent issues of Northwest Life. After
beginning with the “Heffelfinger and Peavey Families” in the October
number, she continues with the T. B. Walker family in November and
the John S. Pillsbury family in December. Genealogical charts accom-
pany each article.

WaR HistorYy AcCTIVITIES

“The War Records Program of the Illinois War Council” is the subject
of an article by its historian, Stanley Erikson, in Illinois Libraries for
October. He explains that the “war records program is intended to facili-
tate the writing of an authentic and complete-history of Illinois’ war con-
tribution.” The Chicago metropolitan region is working out a program
separate from the state council, and local war councils are active through-
out the state. Among the organizations that are co-operating with the
state war council in collecting and preserving material, Mr. Erikson re-
ports, are colleges and universities, public libraries, and local historical
societies, A division of war records and research exists for the purpose of
preserving the records of the Illinois War Council and the local councils
subject to its jurisdiction. The functions described by Mr. Erikson include
the publication of a monthly periodical, Illinois Mobilizes, and the com-
pilation of a card index of newspaper items relating to wartime activities.
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The Indiana War History Commission, consisting of thirty-eight mem-
bers, has been established under a law passed by the 1943 legislature. It will
supervise the writing of a history of Indiana’s participation in the Second
World War, according to the Indiana History Bulletin for December. An-
nual reports are to be made to the governor on bond purchases, economic
changes, agricultural and industrial developments, governmental changes,
and similar matters. Another state that has recently inaugurated a war
history program is New Jersey, where a war records commission of twenty-
seven members has been appointed by the governor.

As a record of one of the few army training centers to be established in
Minnesota, Captain Robert M. Heilbrun’s brief account of “Camp Ripley
as a Federal Camp” will be useful to future students of the state’s role in
the war effort. The narrative is made up of four multigraphed pages

(1943)-

The results of a community planning survey conducted at Albert Lea
are presented in a pamphlet entitled A Procedure for Community Posz-
War Planning (59 p.), recently issued by the Chamber of Commerce of
the United States. The report was prepared by a pational research com-
mittee, on which several Minnesotans served.

The organization of the Fillmore County War History Committee is
announced in the Tri-County Record of Rushford for November 18. Mr,
George A. Haven of Chatfield is the chairman. Newly appointed chairmen
of war history committees in other parts of the state include Dr. Paul
Hagen of Crookston for Polk County and Mr. H. W. Reineke of Clarissa
for Todd County.

Letters from twenty-nine men and women in the armed services appear
in the Christmas number of Hi-Soldier, a wartime publication of the
Minnesota Mutual Life Insurance Company of St. Paul. Among them are
letters from North Africa, the Pacific area, and camps in various states.
More than a hundred former employees of this company are now in the
armed services.

Civilian defense activities in Duluth in 1943 are reviewed in the
December—January issue of Duluth’s Civilian Defense News. Included is
a survey of the work accomplished by the Duluth War History Committee,
of which Dr. Richard Bardon is chairman. According to this report, the
records collected by the committee are preserved in the Duluth Public



1944 LOCAL HISTORICAL SOCIETIES 95

Library, where material relating to about seven thousand men and women
in the armed services is now on file.

The appointment of H. W. Reineke of Iona as chairman of the Todd
County War History Committee is announced in the Long Prairie Leader
for December 9. Types of records to be collected by the committee are
enumerated.

More than fifty people attended a meeting at Winona on November 18
at which Dr. Lewis Beeson, acting superintendent of the Minnesota His-
torical Society, outlined the work that can be accomplished by the Winona
War History Committee. He stressed particularly the importance of col-
lecting and preserving materials that indicate what is happening in
Winona in wartime.

LocaL HisToricAL SOCIETIES

“Every county is making history and every county should have a his-
torical society to give it a consciousness of this history.” This statement is
presented as one of the “Advantages of a County Historical Society” in the
Indiana History Bulletin for December. The writer of this note declares
that “there is no county in Indiana which does not have some means and
some occasion for interest in its past,” and he suggests that “an organized
historical group may serve as a center in which to keep alive this interest
in ordinary times and to furnish leadership for productive activity in
livelier times.”

The annual meeting of the Marquette County Historical Society, which
was held at Marquette, Michigan, on October 12, was marked by an inter-
esting program of papers and addresses. Included on the program were
papers on “Some Early Industries of Marquette County” by R. E. Broth-
erton and on “Foreign Language Newspapers in the Upper Peninsula” by
Elizabeth Ellison; they are published in full in the Daily Mining Journal
of Marquette for October 15 and 16. A detailed account of the society’s
business meeting, appearing in the same paper for October 14, includes a
report of the participation of its corresponding secretary, Mr. L. A. Chase,
in the 1943 meeting of the North Shore Historical Assembly at Duluth.

Although the Carver County Historical Society is not holding meetings
during the present year, its museum at Mayer is still open to the public
and its collecting activities are continuing. The society is making an effort
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to collect photographs of all Carver County men and women who are
serving with the armed forces.

A paper on “Dufrost de la Jemmeraye, Soldier, Trader, and Explorer,
1708-1736,” presented by J. P. Bertrand, president of the Thunder Bay
Historical Society, under the auspices of the Cook County Historical So-
ciety at Grand Marais on November 4, appears in installments in the Cook
County News-Herald of Grand Marais from November 11 to December
23. It makes available a detailed recital of the events in the life of an im-
portant French explorer who was identified in the early eighteenth century
with both the southern and northern portions of what is now Minnesota.
Mr. Bertrand tells of La Jéremaye’s journey to the upper Mississippi in
1727, when he helped to establish Fort Beauharnois on Lake Pepin; and
he records the story of his adventures in the upper Northwest from 1730
to 1736, while serving under his uncle, the Sieur de la Vérendrye. At the
annual meeting of the Cook County society, which was held early in the
fall, the Reverend Oswald Johannes was named president of the organiza-
tion. The vice-president is Miss Olga Soderberg; Mrs. P. E. Allard is secre-
tary; and Mrs. N. J. Bray is treasurer.

At the annual meeting of the Chippewa County Historical Society,
which was held at Montevideo on October 4, Dr. Anna Amrud was elected
president for the coming year. Among other officers chosen at the same
meeting are Mrs. Fred Handeen, vice-president, Mrs. L. N. Pierce and
Miss Petra Storaker, secretaries, and Mrs. Frank Starbeck, treasurer. The
work of the Chippewa County War History Committee was explained
by T. B. Jenks before a meeting of the society held on December 2. Plans
were discussed for the placing of historical exhibits in the restored Lac qui
Parle mission and in a log cabin on the local fair grounds, and committees
were named to arrange them. The advantages of placing the society’s file
of Minnesota History in the public library were pointed out, and steps
were taken toward putting the state historical society’s magazine in circu-
lation there.

An oil painting of an early Lindstrom hotel has been presented to the
Chisago County Historical Society by Mrs. Ebba Picotte of Detroit, Michi-
gan, according to the Chisago County Press of Lindstrom for November 4.
Ms. Picotte’s mother, who was a pioneer resident of Lindstrom, painted
the picture.
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“Some Fundamentals Underlying the Work of Historical Societies”
was the title of a talk presented on November 26 by Mrs. Bunn T. Willson
of Rochester before the annual meeting of the Fillmore County Historical
Society at Preston. She stressed the need for preserving letters and other
records of importance for the study of local history, pointing out the dan-
ger of destroying them as wastepaper. An election of officers held at the
meeting resulted in the choice of Mrs. P. L. Wilson of Preston as president,
Mr. J. C. White of Mabel as vice-president, Mrs. Ida Johnson of Harmony
as secretary, Mrs. Oscar Peterson of Harmony as treasurer, and Mrs. J. C.
Mills of Preston as curator and historian.

The “Annual Report” of the Hennepin County Historical Society, cov-
ering the period from October, 1942, to October, 1943, reveals that the
society’s activities were marked by progress during the year. Many classes
and other groups visited its museum at St. Louis Park; displays were
arranged in the windows of Minneapolis business places and were sent out
for the use of schools, churches, and organizations; a number of well-
attended meetings were held; the society’s Bulletin was issued regularly,
and stories about its activities were published in the Minneapolis news-
papers; the membership of the society approached the five-hundred mark
as the year came to a close; and the society was incorporated. The bylaws
adopted by the corporation appear in the Bulletin for October. At a meet-
ing of the society in Minneapolis on October 20, its officers presented their
annual reports and Mr. George C. Jordan, editor of the Minneapolis Star
Journal, spoke on current events. Another evidence of activity on the part
of the Hennepin County society is the publication of a four-page folder in
which its history is outlined and its museum described.

The operations of a horse thief in Martin County in 1894 and 1895 are
recalled in an article by Brad Richardson in the Fairmont Daily Sentinel
for December 11. In an effort to apprehend the thief an anti-horsethief
association was organized at Fairmont late in 1894, according to the
writer. He reports that a cap lost by the thief in escaping from one farm has
been recently added to the collections of the Martin County Historical
Society.

The first issue of the Bulletin of the Nobles County Historical Society,
consisting of three multigraphed pages and a cover, was issued in Decem-
ber by Mr. John P. Hoffman of Worthington, secretary of the society.
It undertakes “to set up some possible goals for the future,” presenting a
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list of subjects that should be developed in the form of museum exhibits in
an agricultural county. The value of 2 museum built up along the lines
suggested to teachers, students, and other local groups also is stressed.
The hope is expressed that the Bulletin “will stimulate some thought and
discussion among a growing number of people in the county, and that
this thought and discussion will eventually culminate in definite action.”
Members of the organization are “invited to think of the possibilities of
our Society and its future activities” and to send their suggestions to the
secretary or the president. Apparently the Nobles County society intends
to issue its Bulletin each month. If the standards set up by the first number
are maintained in later issues, this publication will gain for the society
an enviable reputation among local historical organizations in Minnesota.
The advantages of a local historical museum illustrating the development
of “industries and occupations and the manner of life” of the people are
set forth by Mr. Hoffman in the Worzhington Daily Globe for Decem-
ber 11.

The museum of the Nicollet County Historical Society has been re-
moved from the basement of the First National Bank to the Konsbruck
Building in St. Peter. The collections are being catalogued and arranged
by Mrs. M. E. Stone and Miss Hattie Johnson. Plans are being made for
an open house when the arrangement of the museum has been completed.
Mr. H. N. Benson is the president of the society, Dr. G. E. Larson is its
vice-president, and Miss Johnson is the secretary-treasurer.

At a meeting of the Olmsted County board at Rochester on October 12,
the sum of a thousand dollars was appropriated for the work of the Olm-
sted County Historical Society. A committee of the society, headed by its
president, Mrs. B. T. Willson, explained the work of the organization to
the members of the board. Dr. Lewis Beeson, acting superintendent of the
Minnesota Historical Society, spoke on the value of local historical societies
and their museums before the annual meeting of the Olmsted County
society on October 26. In her annual report, Mrs. Willsc 1 thanked the city
and the county for their support of the society and revealed that some eight
thousand people viewed its museum in the past year.

Two pioneer Rice County families and industries were represcnted on
the program of the annual meeting of the Rice County Historical Society,
which was held at Faribault on October 20. Early “Brickmaking in Fari-
bault” was described by Bert Kaul, whose father, Eberhard Kaul, emi-
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grated from Germany in 1865 and settled in Faribault, continuing there
his trade as a brickmaker. The construction and contracting business in
the city was recalled by Benson Brown, whose family settled in Rice
County in 1870. Extracts from Mr. Kaul’s talk appear in the Faribault
Daily News for October 21. Mr. F. E. Jenkins of Northfield was re-elected
president of the society at the meeting. Other officers chosen include Mrs.
Howard Bratton of Faribault, vice-president, Miss Mabel Peirce of Fari-
bault and Miss Lana Babcock of Northfield, secretaries, and Mr. Donald
Scott of Faribault, treasurer.

The election of Dr. Richard Bardon as president of the St. Louis County
Historical Society, to succeed the late Otto Wieland, was confirmed at the
society’s annual meeting, held at Duluth on November 16 (see ante, 24:
380). Among other officers elected were J. H. Hearding and J. P. Vaughan,
vice-presidents, J. D. Mahoney, treasurer, and Miss Cora Colbrath, secre-
tary. Mr. Fred Greve, a student in the Duluth State Teachers College, was
appointed research fellow; he is in the society’s office in Tweed Hall every
afternoon.

The Sibley County Historical Society held its annual meeting at Gay-
lord on December 3. Plans were made for obtaining cases and installing
museum exhibits.

A proposal for a building, to be erected after the war, for the housing
of a local historical museum, a public library, and local offices of veterans’
organizations was submitted by Mr. Herman Panzram, president of the
Waseca County Historical Society, at a meeting held in Waseca on Octo-
ber 4.

Mrs. L. L. Manwaring was named chairman of the board of trustees
of the Washington County Historical Society at a meeting held at Still-
water on October 19. Mr. E. L. Roney is vice-chairman, Mr. George Kutz
is secretary, and Mr. Felix Simonet is treasurer of the board.

LocaL History ITEMS

Articles on the early history of Blue Earth County by the Reverend
Charles E. McColley, a pioneer pastor of the Mapleton Baptist Church who
now resides in Cranston, Rhode Island, have been appearing in the Blue
Earth County Enterprise of Mapleton since December 9. The series opens
with a general account of the history of southern Minnesota, a sketch of
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the Sioux in the Minnesota Valley, some explanation of the geography of
the region, and brief notes on the earliest explorers of the Northwest.
Mr. McColley also is the author of some interesting pioneer sketches
which have been appearing for more than a year under the title “Mc-
Colley’s Column” in the Winnebago City Enterprise. Many of them deal
with the experiences of members of his own family who settled in Fari-
bault County before the Civil War; others relate to the adventures of his
father and uncles who served in Company K of the Second Minnesota
Cavalry in the Civil and Indian wars. Sketches published on October 7
and 14, for example, are localized at Fort Wadsworth in Dakota, where the
company was stationed in the winter of 1865-66.

The seventy-fifth anniversary of the Mankato State Teachers College,
which opened with an enrollment of twenty-seven in the autumn of 1868,
was marked with appropriate ceremonies from October 6 to 8. The history
and development of the college were reviewed by O. W. Snarr, president
of the Moorhead State Teachers College.

The account of “Rocky Mountain Locusts in Cottonwood County,”
by H. O. Hendrickson, which opens in the Coztonwood County Citizen
of Windom for September 15 (see ante, 24:382), continues to appear in
weekly installments until December 15. Statistical tables showing the
losses suffered by local farmers as a result of the grasshopper plagues are
presented, relief measures are described, and the methods used in combat-
ing the pests are enumerated. An unusual item is a verse entitled “A Voice
from the Grasshopper Region” by Lura A. Crapsey, whose husband lost
his crops in 1875 and 1876. It appeared in contemporary newspapers and
is reprinted by Mr. Hendrickson in his installment for Octaber 20.

Biographical sketches of physicians who have lived or practiced in
Dodge County continue to appear in Minnesota Medicine, where install-
ments of a “History of Medicine in Dodge County” have been published
each month since February, 1943 (see ante, 24:182, 263). The authors,
Mr. James Eckman and Dr. Charles E. Bigelow, present much detailed
information about the lives of local medical men.

A brief History of the Methodist Church at Blue Earth is presented in
a pamphlet issued to commemorate the eighty-fifth anniversary of this
Faribault County congregation (1943. 14 p.). The church traces its
beginnings to the summer of 1856, when an itinerant pastor visited the
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community and preached a sermon there; it commemorated its anniversary
with special services on November 14.

For its seventy-fifth anniversary, which was marked on October 27, the
First National Bank of Austin “was turned into a museum of the early
days of Austin,” according to a report in the Austin Daily Herald. In its
issue for October 27 the paper presents a detailed review of the city’s bank-
ing history, as well as a description of the exhibits arranged for the anni-
versary celebration. An extensive collection of photographs of early Austin
and some interesting examples of pioneer agricultural implements were
included in the display. The Herald reports that one of the officers of the
bank, Mr. N. F. Banfield, Jr., is looking forward to the time when Austin
will have its own museum, “where these and a thousand other articles of
the early history can be safely housed and exhibited.” If Mower County
residents would undertake the organization of a local historical society,
they would doubtless find a rich field for collecting awaiting them in the
Austin community.

A Plat Book of Murray County has been published by the Murray
County Herald of Slayton (1943. 42 p.). In addition to county and
township maps and lists of local officers in 1943, it includes a brief history
of the county by R. W. Terry. '

An old mill built in 1857 at Troy, near Chatfield, is the subject of an
article in the Winona Republican-Herald for October 2, which records
that the structure is being demolished. It was built by Joseph and Samuel
Musser, and it attracted customers from many places in southern Minne-
sota, including Winona. A picture of the mill accompanies the article.

A descriptive booklet about White Bear Lake, published in 18go by
A. H. S. Perkins, a local journalist, is reprinted in installments in the
White Bear Press from November 19 to December 10. In his “Publishers
Preface,” Perkins announced that he was publishing the booklet of forty-
eight pages to meet a “popular demand for a work of this kind, a book of
reference and a guide for the thousands of strangers and visitors who seek
this spot for rest and recreation during the heated months of summer.”
By reprinting the text, the Press makes available a valuable source of in-
formation for the history of the Minnesota summer resort business.

A chapter in St. Paul’s theatrical history is recalled in the Sz. Paul
Pioneer Press for December 26, which presents an article on the old Grand
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Opera House, now the Garrick Theater. It includes an account of the
opening on September 1, 1890, based upon a booklet in the Minnesota
Historical Society’s collection. Many of the plays presented in the theater
are enumerated in this account.

The role of Darwin S. Hall in the history of Preston Lake Township
and Renville County is recalled in an editorial in the Bird Island Union
for November 18. There Hall lived on his model farm, and there he enter-
tained many of the state’s political leaders. The township gained distinc-
tion also, according to the writer of the editorial, as the home of the Kellog
School, which was “recognized by the pioneers as a school of ‘advanced
learning’” and attracted pupils from all parts of the county.

1]

The sale of the buildings of the Seabury Divinity School of Faribault
to a hospital is the occasion for the publication of an article on its history
by T. Glenn Harrison in the Sz. Paul Pioneer Press for November 21. The
school was established by the Reverend James Lloyd Breck as an Episcopal
seminary in 1858; its buildings have not been used since 1932. Some pic-
tures of the school accompany the article.

“Depression Days” in Duluth following Jay Cooke’s failure and the
panic of 1873 are described in an illustrated feature article by Kathryn
Burnett in the Duluth News-Tribune for October 31. The writer calls
attention to the seventieth anniversary of the financial catastrophe which
nearly depopulated the new community. Some early Lutheran church
services and the beginnings of church organization in Duluth are recalled
in the News-Tribune for October 24.

Mr. Garfield Blackwood contributes a “History of Logging” in the
Floodwood area to the Pine Knot of Cloquet for October 22. He surveys
the story of lumbering operations in one section of St. Louis County from
1886 to 1900. The first logging railroad in the area was built by the C. N.
Nelson Lumber Company of Cloquet in 1890, according to Mr. Black-
wood.

A pamphlet entitled Sketching Seventy-five Years Progress of the First
Congregational Church, Waseca, Minnesota, is devoted to an outline of
its history from its founding in 1868 to 1943. The narrative, which is based
upon church records, newspaper items, and the reminiscences of a pioneer,
was prepared in 1928 by Mrs. F. A. Wood; it has been revised and brought
up to date for the church’s seventy-fifth anniversary.
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