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A “Biographical Sketch” of the late Edward C. Gale, prepared by
Bergmann Richards and presented before the district court for Henne-
pin County on February 19, has been published as a pamphlet (22 p-)-
Mention is made of Gale’s historical pilgrimages, including one from
Kenora to Fort Frances in 1891. In describing it, Mr. Richards quotes at
some length from Gale’s descriptive account of the voyage, which is
reprinted from a contemporary periodical in the issue of this magazine
for December, 1943.

Among the prominent Minnesota families recently sketched for
Northwest Life by Evelyn Burke are the Griggs and Butler families,
both of St. Paul. Her account of the family of Colonel Chauncey W.
Griggs, who led the Third Minnesota in the Civil War and later estab-
lished the firm of Griggs, Cooper and Company in St. Paul, appears in
the January number. Accompanying genealogical charts reveal the names
of his descendants. A group picture of the Butler family, which includes
Justice Pierce Butler, and genealogical charts appear with the account
of this family in the March issue. This sketch contains also some mate-
rial on the origin and growth of the firm of Butler Brothers, with a list
of some of the important building projects that it has handled.

War History ACTIVITIES

“To serve as a clearing house of information among persons and or-
ganizations throughout the nation engaged in the collection and preser-
vation of World War II materials,” the American Association for State
and Local History has begun the publication of a mimeographed circu-
lar entitled the War Records Collector. The first number, which was is-
sued in March, contains a list of “War Records Projects and Activities
in the States and Territories,” with the names and addresses of individ-
uals and institutions engaged in war records work. The editor of the
Collector is Dr. Lester ]J. Cappon of the University of Virginia; among
those serving with him on the association’s committee on state and local
war records is Dr. Lewis Beeson, acting superintendent of the Minne-
sota Historical Society. For the promotion of war records work in the
various states, the committee has received a grant from the Social Science
Research Council. Dr. Cappon’s activities on behalf of war records col-
lecting are exemplified also in number 8 of the Bulletins of the Ameri-
can Association for State and Local History, in which he presents a
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general survey of War Records Projects in the States, 1941-1943 (p. 189~
226). Not only does Dr. Cappon tell how such projects were organized
in a number of states, including Minnesota, but he discusses the prob-
lems of selection, financing, and administration that they have had to
meet, and he describes in some detail the “Types of War Records” that
may be collected. The publication of war histories also receives some
attention, with notes on material that has been published and on plans
for the future.

The historical service board of the American Historical Association,
of which Dr. Theodore C. Blegen is director, is preparing a series of
pamphlets “on a wide variety of significant current questions in such
fields as America’s allies, international and national affairs, and commu-
nity and personal problems,” according to the American Historical Re-
view for January. The board’s publications are expected to supply
“educational materials to the Army for use in soldiers’ volunteer discus-
sion groups.” They will deal with questions “derived from men in the
ranks through samplings conducted by the War Department in this
country and overseas.”

The War Records Commission of the Wisconsin State Council of
Defense has issued a useful War Records Manual designed to aid those
engaged in county war records work (1943. 16 p.). It contains sugges-
tions for “setting up a county war records committee,” for compiling
service rosters and clipping files, for making an inventory of war
and defense records that cannot be collected because they are in use,
and for collecting material. Types of records that should be collected
are listed in the appendix. Forms to be used in making inventories and
collecting other kinds of information are a useful feature of the Manual.

Suggestions for the collecting of material relating to community par-
ticipation in the war are provided in a pamphlet entitled Our Commu-
nity at War (Harrisburg, 1944. 8 p.), which has been published by the
Pennsylvania Historical Commission. Some instructions for the writing
of contemporary war history also are included. The booklet is intended
for use in the schools.

A copy of a multigraphed “History of the Minnesota National
Guard,” prepared by the Minnesota adjutant general’s office in 1940
(20 p.), has been added to the Minnesota Historical Society’s collections.
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It provides a concise record of the state’s defense units from 1858, when
the Minnesota Volunteer Militia was organized. Both federal and state
laws affecting the organization, which became the Minnesota National
Guard in the early 1880’s, are mentioned.

Representatives of sixteen local Minnesota defense councils attended
the third community service institute held under the auspices of the
Minnesota Division of Civilian Defense. Earlier institutes took place at
Owatonna and Rochester; the present one was held at the University of
Minnesota on February 1o. Participating in the program were represent-
atives of such federal agencies as the War Manpower Commission, the
Food Distribution Administration, the Office of Price Administration,
and the War Production Board, and of several state departments.

Two St. Paul business concerns have recently added to the collections
of the War History Committee files of publications issued for former
employees in the armed services. They are Home Port, published by
Griggs, Cooper and Company, and Sparks, issued by the Allied Build-
ing Credits, Inc. Both publications appear in multigraphed form, and
both give space to soldiers’ letters and local news items.

A scrapbook prepared by pupils in the William Penn School of Min-
neapolis to illustrate their activities in a “Schools at War” program has
been received by the War History Committee through the courtesy of
Mrs. Marie Hedges, a teacher in the school and its war stamp chairman.

LocaL HistoricAL SoCIETIES

The location of the museum of the Winona County Historical So-
ciety in the practice school of the Winona State Teachers College is a
challenge to the organization to co-operate with the schools of the city
and of southeastern Minnesota in general. The Winona society was or-
ganized as recently as 1935, and its museum is a development of the
present decade. In addition to the historical society, this local museum
counts among its sponsors the teachers’ college, the college alumni asso-
ciation, the county old settlers’ association, and the local chapter of the
Daughters of the American Revolution. Miss Mabel Marvin is chairman
of the museum committee,

The society’s collections are displayed in about a dozen cases in a
large room on the second floor of the practice school. Most of the exhibits
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are of an extremely miscellaneous nature, but careful examination re-
veals that they reflect definite trends in the history of the city and the
locality. The material is at hand, for example, for an excellent school
exhibit. It could be built about the architect’s drawings of the structure
erected at Winona in 1866 for Minnesota’s first state normal school. Sev-
eral early textbooks, including an 1814 edition of Morse’s Geography Made
Easy, would doubtless attract considerable attention if they were placed
together and properly labeled.

A number of manuscript volumes in the Winona museum indicate
that German immigrants played an important role in the pioneer history
of the community. Minutes of meetings of the Rescue Hook and Ladder
Company for the years from 1857 to 1865 are recorded both in German
and in English. The cultural contribution of this nationality group is
reflected in two sets of records. The activities of the Winona Gesang
Verein from 1863 to 1870 are described in two volumes. Another Ger-
man musical organization that probably grew out of the earlier society
is the Philharmonische Verein; a volume of its records for the period
from 1871 to 1883 is preserved in the museum.

Other records in the collection tell of the process of settlement. Such,
for example, is a little printed pamphlet, containing the constitution and
bylaws of the Western Farm and Village Association, which founded
the Rollingstone colony near Winona in the early 1850’s. The first issue
of the association’s newspaper, the Western Farm and Village Advocate,
published on January 1, 1852, is on display. An illustration shows a plan
for the proposed village, built about a central square after the manner
of New England villages. Of unusual interest and value is a copy of the
field notes of the first survey of Winona Township, made in 1862; they
have been transcribed from the original record in the office of the sur-
veyor general at Dubuque, Iowa.

The Winona museum, like most of the local historical museums, has
a collection of pictures and a large number of pioneer objects — furni-
ture, spinning wheels, household utensils, agricultural implements, lamps
and other lighting equipment, and the like. All objects are labeled, but
unfortunately the information given on the cards does not explain the
significance of the exhibits. It gives, rather, a mass of detail about do-
nors and time of acquisition that should be recorded only in a catalogue
for the use of the curator.

If properly developed, the Winona museum can become a center of.
interest for both pupils and teachers. It can well be used to supplement
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and illustrate daily lessons in American history, as well as to acquaint
the youth of Winona County with the story of their own local back-
ground. B.L.H.

Regular meetings of the Becker County Historical Society were held
at Detroit Lakes on February 1 and March 7. On the latter occasion the
society held open house in its museum in the courthouse. A recent addi-
tion to the “household department” of its museum is a large spinning
wheel, presented by Mrs. Ed Turnblad, according to the Lake Park
Journal of February 1o0.

The Carver County Historical Society makes an appeal for pictures
of pioneers and of local men and women who are serving with the
armed forces in a recently issued four-page leaflet descriptive of its ac-
tivities.

A pioneer lawyer of Montevideo, Mr. J. O. Haugland, presented a
reminiscent talk at a meeting of the Chippewa County Historical So-
ciety on February 4, describing a childhood journey into the region with
his parents and a group of land seekers. A feature of the meeting was a
presentation by Mr. and Mrs. A. E. Kief of a group of Spanish-American
War articles that belonged to the late William Olander. The collection,
which will be displayed in the society’s museum, is the subject of a brief
article in the Mz:lan Standard for January 2o.

A native Minneapolitan, Mr. Edward M. Conant, was the speaker
at a meeting of the Hennepin County Historical Society held in Minne-
apolis on January r1. He presented some “Recollections of Early Min-
neapolis,” recalling especially some social and cultural aspects of life in
the 1870%s. Eleven directors of the society were elected, including Miss
Louise Burwell, who replaces the late Edward C. Gale. The January
issue of the society’s quarterly, Hennepin County History, includes sev-
eral tributes to Mr. Gale and an account of his pilgrimage to the birth-
place of Father Hennepin. At a joint meeting of representatives of the
society and the Hennepin County Territorial Pioneer Association, held
on March 15, the association’s collections in the Godfrey House were
turned over to the society, with the understanding that the latter organi-
zation would continue to display them there.

Mr. G. M. Dwelle was elected to the presidency of the Lake Pepin
Valley Historical Society at its annual meeting, which was held in Lake
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City on February 8. He succeeds the late R. C. Bartlett. Other officers
chosen at the same time are Mr. F. H. Kemp, vice-president, and Mr.
Harley K. Reko, secretary and treasurer.

The museum of the Nicollet County Historical Society was formally
opened to the public on the afterncon of March 11, when a large num-
ber of people viewed the exhibits and enjoyed the refreshments served
for the occasion. Permanent quarters for the museum have been obtained
in the Kronsbruck Building in St. Peter. The annual meeting of the so-
ciety, held in the evening, was marked by the election of officers. Mr.
Henry N. Benson is president, Dr. G. Edward Larson, vice-president,
and Miss Hattie I. Johnson, secretary and treasurer.

The second number of the Bulletin of the Nobles County Historical
Society (see ante, p. 98), issued in January, is devoted largely to the or-
ganization’s museum, its recent acquisitions and its needs. Among the
accessions described are some railroad records that were turned over to
the society when a freight depot at Worthington was rebuilt. Objects
that the society wishes to acquire for its museum include an early auto-
mobile, examples of pioneer agriculture implements and tools, a spin-
ning wheel, clocks, pictures, and the like. Any article that reflects
“something of the past” will be welcomed by the society, according to its
Bulletin. The society is planning to incorporate in order that it may leg-
ally receive bequests of money and property, according to an announce-
ment in the Worzhington Daily Globe for February 7.

All officers of the Polk County Historical Society, including its presi-
dent, Dr. Paul Hagen, were re-elected at its annual meeting, which was
held at Crookston on January g. Plans for a building to be erected after
the war were discussed.

For the support of the Pope County Historical Society and the for-
warding of its work, the county commissioners of Pope County appro-
priated nearly a thousand dollars at their January meeting. Miss Olive
Barsness, executive secretary of the society, has assembled photographs of
nearly five hundred local men and women in the armed services, and
she has recorded sketches of almost a hundred more.

The Sibley County Historical Society has received an appropriation
of five hundred dollars from the board of county commissioners for
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1944. The officers of the organization are August Poehler, president,
Arthur L. Sander, vice-president, C. H. Stelter, treasurer, and Einar A.
Rogstad, secretary.

A building to be erected as a postwar project for the use of the Wa-
seca County Historical Society, the county library, and the local war
veterans’ organization was proposed by H. A. Panzram, secretary of the
historical society, at its annual meeting, which was held at Waseca on
January 3. To consider the proposal and work out a program, a com-
mittee consisting of Mr. Panzram, Mr. J. P. Coughlin, and Mr. D. C.
Brown was named. Officers elected for the coming year include Mrs.
F. T. Day, president, Mr. R. T. Barry, vice-president, Mr. Panzram, sec-
retary, and Mr. Arthur Brisbane, treasurer. In the Waseca Herald for
March g, the society issues an appeal for manuscripts and objects of his-
torical value.

The career of Louis Hospes, a pioneer Stillwater banker, was re-
viewed by his granddaughter, Mrs. Karl G. Neumeier, before a meeting
of the Washington County Historical Society at Stillwater on January
24. Life in the logging camps and rafting on the St. Croix and the Mis-
sissippi were recalled by Mr. John McGillin, and Mr. E. L. Roney read
extracts from an unpublished history of the Forstall family, some of
whose members lived in Stillwater in the 1850’s. Early Washington
County roads and frontier methods of transportation were the themes of
the program presented before the society on February 25, with Miss
Emma Glaser and Mr. George Kutz as the speakers. A talk on the geol-
ogy of the St. Croix Valley, by Professor Paul W. Stor of Concordia
College, was the feature of a third program presented at Stillwater on
March 31.

Locar History ITEMS

In commemoration of its twenty-fifth anniversary, the Bemidji State
Teachers College devotes the February number of its Bulletin to a pic-
torial record of its activities. It includes a few charts and outlines to sug-
gest the development of the school.

The Reverend Charles E. McColley continues to contribute accounts
of pioneer life in southern Minnesota and bits of frontier history to sev-
eral newspapers of the area (see ante, p. 99). In the Blue Earth County
Enterprise of Mapleton for February 3 and 17 he recounts some of the
early history of the community, including the story of its founding by a
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settlement association in 1856. Other sketches in this series tell of the
founding of the Baptist church at Mapleton in 1866, March g; the ex-
periences of Fred C. E. Miller, 2 German pioneer who settled at Maple-
ton in 1860, March 23; and some activities of the writer’s mother while
engaged as “Delavan’s First Teacher,” March 30. In the sketch published
on January 27, Mr. McColley quotes some little-known ballads of the
westward movement. Several of the articles published recently in his
column in the Winnebago City Enterprise deal with the writer’s own
recollections of frontier life —the wild berries and fruits that he and his
brothers and sisters gathered in the Minnesota woods, the good times
connected with “Hauling Wood from the ‘Big Woods,”” the simple
remedies used by his mother when she cared for members of her own
and her neighbors’ families who were ill (January 13, February 3, March
16). The beginnings of two Blue Earth County villages, Shelbyville and
Amboy, are the subjects of sketches published on March g and 23. The
latter articles appear also in the Amboy Herald for March 10 and 17.

“A trail blazer for the lumbering industry” is the descriptive term
applied to Daniel Cameron, a Cloquet pioneer of the 1870’, whose tim-
ber cruising experiences in the north woods are the subject of an illus-
trated feature article by Alice K. Riley in the magazine section of the
Duluth News-Tribune for February 20. Mr. Cameron visited the Clo-
quet area for the first time in 1873, and four years later he returned to
explore and estimate timber stands. Log jams and log drives, travel by
canoe and on snowshoes, surveys in areas where iron deposits inter-
fered with the working of the instruments, and forest fires are among
the subjects of Mr. Cameron’s recollections. Some excellent lumber camp
views accompany the article,

The fiftieth anniversary of the First National Bank of Farmington,
which was marked with appropriate ceremonies on January 29, is the
occasion for the publication of a brief history of the institution in the
Dakota County Tribune for January 28. In addition to holding open
house for its friends, the bank published a souvenir booklet reviewing

its history. The text was prepared by C. E. Cadwell, vice-president of the
bank.

Under the title “The Last Chronicle of Fourth Street,” the Minne-
tonka Record of Excelsior has been publishing installments of A. J. Rus-
sell’s recollections of Minneapolis’ newspaper row since February 17.
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The narrative opens with the “Fourth street of 1885,” and it continues
with numerous anecdotes about the city’s early journalists and other per-
sonalities.

A brief history of the Red Rock camp meeting of the Methodist
church is included in the program of its seventy-fifth annual session,
which was held at Medicine Lake from June 28 to July 11, 1943. The
sketch recalls the work of such pioneer missionaries as Alfred Brunson,

David King, and B. T. Kavanaugh.

Some incidents in the early history of the Polk County village of
Fosston are recorded by Esten Moen in a booklet entitled Fosston, Min-
nesota: A Story of the Old Town (1944. 20 p.). The author relates that
the village developed about a settlement originally known as Rosebud,
which had its origin in 1876. Apparently the booklet is composed of
sketches that appeared originally in a local newspaper and that have
been assembled for reprinting.

Somewhat neglected by historians has been the story of the develop-
ment of welfare organizations in the Northwest. Particularly welcome,
therefore, is a pamphlet dealing with the History of Family Service of
Saint Paul during five decades (1944. 52 p.). The narrative, which
probably is the work of Alice C. Brill, who signs the foreword, traces
the story from 1892, when the Associated Charities of St. Paul was or-
ganijzed, through the era of the United Charities, beginning in 1914, to
the establishment of the Family Service in 1935. This interesting and
informing contribution to local history will be reviewed in a later issue
of this magazine.

“On the completion of go years of banking in Saint Paul,” the First
National Bank of that city published in the St. Paul Pioncer Press for
January 12 an advertisement outlining its history. The bank traces its
origin to 1853, when “Parker Paine of Anson, Maine, arrived in the
frontier town of Saint Paul by steamboat and opened his private bank
which as a pioneer institution gave equal consideration to gold, silver,
paper currency and furs as mediums of exchange.”

St. Paul’s “Real Estate History” is exploited in a series of brief
sketches appearing in the Sunday issues of the Sz. Paul Pioneer Press
from January 2 to February 27. The articles, which were prepared by
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the St. Paul real estate board, deal with such topics as the land boom
of the 1850’s and the financial panic of 1857, the depression of 1873, the
increase in land values of the 1880’s, and the organization in 1892 of
the St. Paul Real Estate Exchange.

The seventy-fifth anniversary of the Christ Lutheran Church of St.
Paul, which was marked in October, 1943, is commemorated in an illus-
trated booklet that includes a review of its history (32 p.). This pioneer
Norwegian Lutheran congregation began its activities in St. Paul in

February, 1868.

The first installment of Ole O. Enestvedt’s “Historical Sketch” of
the Renville County township and village of Sacred Heart appears in the
Sacred Heart News for January 27. The narrative opens with an ex-
planation of the origin of the name and an account of the first settler,
Joseph R. Brown, who built a pretentious house in the township just
before the Sioux Outbreak. Pioneers who found permanent homes in
the Jocality after the Indian war, the founding of the village, early busi-
ness concerns, the influx of Scandinavian settlers, the celebration in 1928
of the community’s fiftieth anniversary, and the careers of some promi-
nent citizens are among the topics touched upon in later installments.
Another contribution to local historical lore that has been appearing in
the News is a series of “Reminiscences of Early Days in Hawk Creek”
by John H. Sagnes. In the opening installment, which appears in the
issue for March 16, he recalls the spring flood of 1873.

“Razzle-dazzle Village” is the arresting title used by Nathan Cohen
for an article about the Mesabi Range metropolis of Hibbing in the
American Mercury for March. Although Hibbing “mines and ships
enough iron ore each year to build a two-ocean navy for each of our
Allies,” writes Mr. Cohen, “it is everything a mining town is not sup-
posed to be.” The many surprises in the form of schools, hotels, public
utilities, and recreational facilities that await the visitor to Minnesota’s
iron ore capital are enumerated by the writer. He tells also of the re-
moval of the village to a new site after rich ore deposits were discovered
on the original location.

An address on “Early Methodism in Minnesota” was a feature of a
program presented at Jordan on October 24, 1943, to mark the eighty-
fifth anniversary of the Jordan Methodist Church. A historical sketch of
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the church, from the first sermon preached by a circuit rider of 1853, is
presented in an illustrated booklet issued in connection with the anniver-
sary celebration (15 p.).

The founding on February 27, 1864, of the Waseca County Horse
Thief Detectives is recalled and its later history is briefly outlined in an
article by R. E. Hodgson appearing in the Waseca Herald for January
20. The organization, which is still active, held its eighty-first annual
meeting at Waseca on February 12.
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