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nection with a note calling attention to the university’s seventy-fifth anni-
versary as an “institution of college rank.” Mr. Snyder recalls the Indian
legends relating to the falls, he mentions explorers and travelers who
described them, and he reviews briefly the role they have played in the
growth of the Northwest.

With portraits and sketches of Robert C. Mitchell of Duluth and
Francis E. Daggett of Wabasha and Litchfield, appearing in April and
May, the Minnesota Journal of Education concludes a series devoted to
pioneer Minnesota journalists that has been appearing throughout the
school year 1943-44.

An important contribution to the annals of Minnesota’s medical his-
tory is a report on The Evolution of Tuberculosis, as Observed during
Twenty Years at Lymanhurst, 1921 to 1941, which has been prepared
under the direction of Dr. J. Arthur Myers, chief of the medical staff of
the Lymanhurst Health Center of Minneapolis (1944. 253 p.). The
first section, which is entitded “Organization and Activities,”
historical sketch. Therein are described the founding of the institution,
the work of its school and its clinic, their findings, and the resulting
changes in organization.

includes a

In the April issue of Minnesota Medicine, the “History of Medicine
in Dodge County” by James Eckman and Dr. Charles E. Bigelow,
which has been appearing in monthly installments since February, 1943,
is concluded (see ante, 24:182). The narrative is presented as part of a
“History of Medicine in Minnesota.” With the June issue, Minnesota
Medicine presents the first installment of another contribution to the
same series— Dr. Roscoe C. Hunt’s review of “Pioneer Physicians of
Faribault County.”

Information about the history of the Duluth, Missabe and Iron Range
Railroad as well as about the career of its president, Charles E. Carlson,
is presented in an illustrated feature article entided “He ‘Grew Up’ with
the DM&IR” by John A. Magill, appearing in the Duluth News-Tribune
for May 28. The road is described as the “world’s largest ore hauling
railroad.” Among the illustrations published with the article are pictures
of early locomotives and ore cars used by the railroad.

The publication in the Sz. Paul Pioneer and Democrat of August 30,
1860, of the first news received by telegraph at St. Paul is recalled in an
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article in the Sz. Paul Pioneer Press for May 22. It is presented to call
attention to the centennial of the sending of the first telegraphic message
by Samuel F. B. Morse on May 24, 1844. Some of the difficulties that
had to be overcome before the settlements on the upper Mississippi could
enjoy the advantages of telegraphic service are described.

The seventy-fifth anniversary of the founding of the Pillsbury Flour
Mills Company of Minneapolis was marked with appropriate ceremonies
on June 5. A feature of the program was the presentation to the state
of a pair of millstones used by the company in its early days. They were
accepted by Governor Thye, who spoke briefly and turned them over
for permanent preservation to Dr. Lewis Beeson, acting superintendent
of the Minnesota Historical Society. The anniversary is commemorated
also in the June issue of the company’s house organ, Pillsbury People,
which presents a number of informing articles about the founding of the
mills in 1869 and their subsequent progress. The story of the mills is
traced by Milton B. Kihlstrum, who presents accounts of the founder,
Charles A, Pillsbury, of the building of the “A” and “B” mills, of the
adoption of the well-known “Pillsbury’s Best” trade mark, of the disas-
trous explosion of 1881, and of various changes in management and
ownership. Paul L. Dittemore reveals how the company “pioneered from
millstones to enriched flour” by making use of new methods as fast as
they were introduced. The development of the commercial feed industry
as a by-product of milling is described by Martin Newell. In a section
entitled “Out of the Archives,” the progress of the Pillsbury “organiza-
tion from a sales and merchandising standpoint” is recorded. With this
account advertisements used by the firm at various periods in its history
are reproduced and displays and floats used in parades are pictured. Por-
traits, views of the mills, street scenes, and other illustrations add greatly
to the interest and value of the anniversary edition of Pillsbury People.

A wealth of information about the Mineral Resources of Minnesota
is presented in compact form in a booklet edited by William H. Emmons
and Frank F. Grout and issued as number 30 of the Bulletins of the
Minnesota Geological Survey (1943. 149 p.). A section devoted to the
state’s iron deposits includes discussions of mining operations in south-
eastern Minnesota as well as in the rich ranges of the North. Building
stones are the subject of another important section, which includes a
statement about the early history of quarrying in the state.
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Lloyd L. Smith, Jr., and John B. Moyle include a section on the “His-
tory of the North Shore Watershed” in their Biological Survey and
Fishery Management Plan for the Streams of the Lake Superior North
Shore Watershed, which has been published by the division of game and
fish of the Minnesota department of conservation as number 1 of its
Technical Bulletins (1944. 228 p.). They survey briefly the exploitation
of timber in the area, forest fires, and the origin of stream names.
“Trout planting” programs that were initiated as early as 1891 in the
streams of the North Shore are described.

The colorful history of the Minnesota lumber industry is briefly
touched upon by Gustaf A. Nordin in the Duluth News-Tribune for
June 18, where he explains a “New Tax Plan to Revive Lumbering”
and restore it to its old importance in the state’s industrial program.
Some unusual aspects of the business are mentioned — the production of
railroad ties, of box lumber, and of timber for use in iron mining, for
example. The illustrations include excellent views of a lumber camp
and a logging train.

George Northrup’s exploit of “Pushing [a] Handcart into N. W.
Wilds” is featured by Edna Ratchen in an article about the Minnesota
frontier hero in the Sz. Paul Pioneer Press for May 4. The title refers to
his attempt to journey westward across the plains alone, with all his
supplies packed in a handcart. His feats when carrying mail, navigating
the Red River, and guiding buffalo hunters, and his untimely death in
1864 when engaged in an expedition against the Sioux also are men-
tioned.

Two recent books of Minnesota interest that deal with triumphs over
physical infirmities are the life story of Sister Elizabeth Kenny, And
They Shall Walk (New York, 1943), and Borghild Dahl’s autobiogra-
phy, I Wanted to See (New York, 1944). Sister Kenny’s book, which
was written in collaboration with Martha Ostenso, reaches its climax in
the story of the opening of the Elizabeth Kenny Institute in Minne-
apolis. The struggle to overcome the handicap of poor eyesight is the
subject of the book by Miss Dahl, who is a native of Minneapolis and has
spent much of her life in Minnesota.

A Blue Book of U.S.A. State and National Songs assembled by
Hugh M. Addington (Nickelsville, Virginia, 1943) includes two Minne-
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sota songs, “Hail! Minnesota” and what purports to be the “Minnesota
State Song.” The author of the latter is A. L. MacGregor, and it opens
with the line, “Minnesota, land of promise.”

War HisTory ACTIVITIES

“Can the War History Projects Contribute to the Solution of Federal
Records Problems?” This question is discussed and answered in the
affirmative by Vernon G. Setser in number 7 of the Records Adminis-
tration Circulars issued by the National Archives (1944. 11 p.). The
paper that thus becomes available was prepared for presentation before
a meeting of the Society of American Archivists in November, 1943.
“Contributions are being made,” writes Mr. Setser, “through the prepa-
ration of administrative histories, through the evaluation of records for
research purposes, through the development of standards for studies for
administrative use, and through the education of administrative person-
nel in the value and methods of use of systematically prepared records of
experience.” Mr. Setser contributes an article on the same subject to the
April issue of the American Archivist. Much of the space in this num-
ber is devoted to the subject of war records. Among other articles pre-
sented are an account of “Preserving Tar Heel War Records” in North
Carolina, by C. C. Crittenden and Charlie Huss, and a report, by Her-
bert O. Brayer, of his experiences as keeper of records for the Denver
and Rio Grande Western Railroad Company.

The three issues of the War Records Collector that follow the initial
number (see ante, p. 204) demonstrate that this publication of the
American Association for State and Local History is an invaluable guide
for all who are engaged in preserving materials relating to the Second
World War. In addition to news about the activities of collecting agen-
cies throughout the nation, each issue presents a discussion of some phase
of war records work. The editor of the Collector, Dr. Lester J. Cappon,
contributes to the April issue an article on the “Records of the Federal
War Effort in the States,” in which he deals with some of the problems
arising out of the availability of such records “for preservation in state
and local war collections.” “University War Records” are the subject of
an article in the May issue by Howard H. Peckham, who is serving as
war historian of the University of Michigan. In the June number, Dr.
Sylvester K. Stevens of the Pennsylvania Historical Commission explains
methods of “Writing War History from the Records.” He is inclined “to
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believe that war history that is interesting and reasonably valid and
complete in its factual content and final judgments can be written now.”

The Stars and Stripes, the daily newspaper published in England for
the American armed foré¢es in the European theater of operations, is
being received regularly from Lieutenant Colonel Floyd E. Eller, who is
now stationed in England. The file is intended for the collections of the
Round Tower Museum at Fort Snelling, where Colonel Eller formerly
had charge of the reception center.

Copies of the Australian edition of the Yank, of the Army News of
Darwin, Australia, of several Australian newspapers, and of Walkabout,
a geographic magazine, all sent from Australia by Major Morton Katz
of St. Paul, have been turned over to the War History Committee by
Mrs. Arthur Katz of St. Paul.

Little Norway in Pictures (1944. 124 p.) provides a pictorial record
of the training camp of the Royal Norwegian Air Force in Ontario,
Canada. A copy of this interesting volume has been added to the collec-
tions of the War History Committee.

Under the title “Missouri and the War,” Dorothy D. Flynn contrib-
utes to the Missouri Historical Review for April an outline of the war
which may serve as a reference guide for users of war material in gen-
eral.

A report on “The War Records Program of the Illinois War Council,”
by Stanley Erikson and Elinor Roach, appears as the leading article in
the Journal of the Illinois State Historical Society for June. The pro-
gram, which is under the direction of the Illinois Division of War Rec-
ords and Research, is one of the most extensive undertakings of its kind
now in progress.

Both national and state efforts to preserve records of and information
about the Second World War are considered by Glenn H. Lathrop in
an article on “Preserving War Records in the State of Washington,”
which appears in the Pacific Northwest Quarterly for April.

Songs of the First World War in the music collection of Mrs. Fred
C. Schaefer of St. Paul are the subject of an article by Falsum Russell in
the Sz. Paul Pioneer Press for June 25. The account shows that sheet
music has a place of some significance among the records of a war.
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Multigraphed histories of two college training detachments that were
active in Minnesota in 1943 and 1944 are valuable recent additions to the
record of Minnesota’s participation in the Second World War. A History
of 346th College Training Detachment (Asrcrew) at the Moorhead State
Teachers College was prepared by Lieutenant Carl D. Peterson, historical
officer of the detachment (89 p. and appendixes). The unit stationed at
St. John’s University at Collegeville is the subject of a History of 87th
College Training Detachment (107 p.). Both narratives contain some
information about the colleges concerned, and both are for the present
restricted in their use.

A complete file of the First Separate Battalion News of Duluth, cov-
ering the period from May 18, 1942, to November 29, 1943, has been
added to the Minnesota War History Committee’s collection by the
Duluth Public Library. The News was published by the First Separate
Battalion of the Minnesota State Guard.

A file of a publication entitled Air Scoop, which is published by the
Naval Flight Preparatory School of St. Olaf College at Northfield, has
been presented to the War History Committee.

Locar HisToricAL SOCIETIES

Some recent Becker County history, particularly the area’s achieve-
ment in food production, was reviewed by Byron G. Allen before a meet-
ing of the Becker County Historical Society at Detroit Lakes on May 2.

The president of the Brown County Historical Society, Mr. Fred
Johnson, is described as “New Ulm’s ‘One Man Historical ‘Society’” in
an interview by George L. Peterson in the Minneapolis Tribune for April
30. The society’s substantial collection, its easily accessible files, and its
beautiful building — all obtained through the efforts of Mr. Johnson —

receive attention in the present article.

The Carver County Historical Society announces the removal of its
museum from Mayer to Waconia, where quarters have been provided in
the local high school. The society received an appropriation of $750.00
from the county board for its work during the coming year.

A program built about the contributions of pioneer families of Monte-
video to the early history of the city was presented before a meeting of
the Chippewa County Historical Society at Montevideo on May s.
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Among the speakers were Mrs. Charles Budd, Mrs. Frank Starbeck,
Mr. Oliver Anderson, and Dr. A. E. Stevens. Members of the local
Women’s Relief Corps were special guests of the society when it met on
June 30. The activities of the corps were described by Mrs. Chester Char-
ter, and the history of the local chapter of the G.A.R. was reviewed by
Mrs. Jack Schultz.

The showing of the motion picture “Minnesota Document” was the
feature of a meeting of the Hennepin County Historical Society held on
the campus of the University of Minnesota on April 26. Members of the
society were given an opportunity to inspect the exhibits in the univer-
sity’s Museum of Natural History, where the meeting was held. Among
the articles in the society’s bulletin, Hennepin County History, for April
are sketches of Judge Charles E. Vanderburgh, a pioneer of 1859, by
Nellie E. Hardy, and of the “First Fire Chief of Minneapolis,” Winslow
W. Brackett, by Ethlyn W. Whittier. The removal of the society’s mu-
seum from the village hall at St. Louis Park to a handsome residence at
1516 Harmon Place in Minneapolis was accomplished during the sum-
mer.

About a hundred and sixty people attended the annual meeting of the
St. Louis County Historical Society, which was held in Duluth on
May 5. The speaker, Dr. Grace Lee Nute of the staff of the state historical
society, explained “How to Collect Data for a Historical Society.”

That the museum of the St. Louis County Historical Society displays a
“wealth of material” in its rooms in Tweed Hall at Duluth is brought
out in an article in the Duluth News-Tribune for June 25. One of its
three rooms is devoted to Indian collections, according to this account.
On the walls are displayed thirty-two drawings and paintings of North
Shore Indians and scenes made by Eastman Johnson in the 1850’. An-
other of the museum’s prized possessions, a sketchbook kept by T. J.
Richardson while visiting Duluth in the spring of 1881, is described in a
feature article by Iva Grace Cronk in the Duluth News-Tribune for
May 7. Many drawings of buildings and individuals observed during .
“A Week’s Experience in the Zenith City” are reproduced.

About a hundred and fifty people attended the formal summer open-
ing at Stillwater on June 24 of the museum of the Washington County
Historical Society. The speaker for the occasion, Mrs. Frederic R. Bige-
low of St. Paul, took as her subject the history of Prairie du Chien, which
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she described as the gateway to the St. Croix Valley in frontier days.
Special attention was given to the mansion erected at Prairie du Chien
by Mrs. Bigelow’s grandfather, Hercules L. Dousman. A collection of
pictures of the house was on display in the museum. As a feature of the
society’s spring meeting, which was held on April 27, extracts from a
reminiscent narrative by Paul Caplazi, a local pioneer, were read by Miss
Gertrude Glennon.

LocaL History ITEMS

Three Minnesota newspapers—the Amboy Herald, the Blue Earth
County Enterprise of Mapleton, and the Winnebago City Enterprise —
continue to publish in serial form sketches of pioneer life and frontier
events by the Reverend Charles E. McColley (see ante, p. 210). The
difficulties of frontier life, the pioneer’s daily fare, and methods of travel
in the old Northwest are the subjects of some of the articles; others deal
with the Indian uprisings of 1857 and 1862.

The eighty-fifth anniversary of the opening at New Ulm of the Da-
kota House on April 15, 1859, is the occasion for the publication of a
" review of the hotel’s history in the New Ulm Daily Journal for April 15.
Descendants of Adolph Seiter, who with his brother-in-law, Frank Erd,
buile the hotel, still own and operate it. In 1856 Seiter went from Cin-
cinnati to New Ulm, and there he established a general store and
helped to organize the local Turnverein before building his hotel.

The Chisago Lake Lutheran Church of Center City, which traces its
origin to a Swedish congregation organized by the Reverend Eric Norel-
ius in 1854, celebrated its ninetieth anniversary with a three-day service
from May 12 to 14. The work inaugurated by Norelius was continued
in the same year by the Reverend Erland Carlson.

Some of the Minnesota experiences of the Reverend H. N. Rgnning
are described in a little book entitled Tke Gospel at Work which he has
written in co-operation with his brother, N. N. Rgnning of Minneapolis
(1943. 127 p.). The volume deals with the career of a Norwegian evan-
gelist who left his native land in 1883 in order to study for the ministry
at Red Wing Seminary. A chapter is devoted to his experiences at Red
Wing and in Goodhue County.

“The Long Hand Boys: Fourth Street’s Golden Era of Free Lunches
When Reporters Were Writers” is the title of an article by Evelyn Burke



1944 LOCAL HISTORY ITEMS 315

in the April number of Northwest Life. The writer recalls the period of
the late 18go’s, when Minneapolis’ “Fourth Street from Nicollet to Mar-
quette, and the rowdy, hilarious half blocks that spread out from it, was
a true Bohemia in every happy, unrepressed sense of the word.” A news-
paper row where “sidewalks overflowed with printers, reporters, artists,
pressmen, mailers, engravers,” and a press club that attracted the celebri-
ties of the day are pictured. Miss Burke also is the author of an article, ap-
pearing in the June issue of the same magazine, of a sketch of the “Hotel
Nicollet” of Minneapolis, in which she traces its story back to June of
1858, when the old Nicollet House opened its doors. An addition to the
narratives of Minnesota families which Northwest Life has been present-
ing with genealogical charts (see ante, p. 204) is an account, in the May
number, of “The Crosby Family” of Minneapolis milling fame. The
author is M. Frances Pierce.

A.]. Russell’s anecdotes of old Minneapolis and its journalists, which
appeared serially in the Minnetonka Record of Excelsior (see ante,
24:89), have been gathered into a little book and published under the
title Good-Bye Newspaper Row: Incidents of Fifty Years on the Paper
(1943. 65 p.). It serves both as a record of Mr. Russell’s long period
of service with the Minneapolis Journal beginning in 1885, and as a con-
tribution to the history of Mill City journalism.

The Indian treaty of 1855, by which three bands of Chippewa ceded
huge tracts of northern Minnesota lands, is the subject of the column in
the Grand Rapids Herald-Review for April 26 entitled “Up in This Neck
of the Woods.” The site of Grand Rapids was included in the area thus
acquired.

A detailed history of the Holy Trinity Church at Winsted, which
celebrated its seventy-fifth anniversary on June 4 and s, appears in the
Winsted Journal for June 1. The account reveals that in the late
1860’s French and German groups in the vicinity of Lake Winsted estab-
lished Catholic churches. Frequent references to the archives of the
church, which include a record of all baptisms since 1877, are made.

The importance of public utilities in municipal history is stressed
by H. G. Tischer in an article on the “History of Duluth’s Water and
Gas Dept.” which appears in installments in the Duluth Free Press
from April 21 to May 26. The writer traces the story from the granting
of a franchise in 1883 to the Duluth Gas and Water Company. The
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water pumping station and the gas plant established under this fran-
chise are located and described. The “sanitary features of the water
supply” of the city and its relation to public health are given emphasis
in the installment published on May 19.

“Inscriptions Remaining on Old Tombstones in a Pioneer Burial
Ground at Sauk Rapids” have been recorded by Mrs. John C. Coch-
rane of the St. Cloud chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion. They were copied by Mrs. Cochrane and Mrs. R. F. Schwalen of
St. Cloud in October, 1943. A description of the burial ground, which
is on a private estate, and a copy of the inscriptions have been presented
to the Minnesota Historical Society.

Geographic names in Stevens County and the organization of its
school districts were the subjects outlined by H. N. Morken, county
auditor, in a talk presented before the Kiwanis Club of Morris on April 17.
His address is published in full in the Morris Tribune for April 28.

Mr. E. A. Linder, who settled at Warroad in 1898, is the author
of a reminiscent narrative appearing in two installments in the War-
road Pioneer for May 11 and 18. When the writer saw the village for
the first time it consisted of a few houses strung along the Warroad
River, a trading post, and a single store. The latter, Mr. Linder recalls,
carried on an extensive winter business in frozen fish caught in nets
under the ice of the Lake of the Woods. During the summer, he
records, sturgeon were shipped out in large quantities by way of Rat
Portage, now Kenora, on the Canadian shore of the lake. Among the
subjects that draw the writer’s attention are early steamboats and sail-
boats on the lake, land transportation before the building of the railroad,
and railroad construction in this late frontier area of settlement.
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