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The Army Student Training program in Macalester College in 1943
and 1944 is described in a report of eight pages prepared by Hollis L.
Johnson, co-ordinator between the Army and the college faculty, and
presented by Dr. Charles J. Turck, president of the college. The report
was prepared at the termination of the program, under which men who
were training for the Army Air Corps were enrolled in college courses.

A copy of volume 1, number 1, of the continental edition of the Stars
and Stripes, published “somewhere in France” on July 4, 1944, has been
added to the collections of the Minnesota War History Committee by
Dr. A. A. VanDyke of St. Paul.

Judge Nels M. Engen of Warren, president of the Marshall County
Historical Society, has been named chairman of the local war history
committee.

LocarL HisToricAL SoOCIETIES

Minnesota is credited with no fewer than sixty-six historical societies
in the newly published volume on Historical Societies in the United
States and Canada: A Handbook, which has been edited by Christopher
Crittenden and Doris Godard for the American Association for State
and Local History (Washington, 1944. 261 p.). Although the figure is
not entirely reliable, it does reflect a substantial growth since 1936, when
the Conference of Historical Societies issued the last previous edition of
the Handbook. In the earlier volume, Minnesota was represented by only
thirty-five organizations. Of the sixty-six appearing in the present compi-
lation, twenty-four are in a “Supplementary List” of societies for which
only incomplete data were available. It is unfortunate that such active
organizations as the Washington and Waseca county societies should be
relegated to this category. One society, the Pioneer Historical Association
of Montgomery, is included both in the regular and in the supplementary
list. The Hutchinson Historical Society, which is given on the latter list,
no longer exists as a separate organization, but merely as a chapter of the
McLeod County society. More serious, however, is the placing on the
Minnesota list of the Thunder Bay Historical Society of Fort William,
Ontario. This enterprising Canadian organization fails to appear on the
list for Ontario. But even when these errors have been taken into account,
Minnesota’s record in the field of local historical organization remains a
favorable one. According to the Handbook, it is surpassed by only six
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states — Illinois, Indiana, Massachusetts, New York, Pennsylvania, and
Ohio.

The location of the Nicollet County Historical Society’s museum in a
building formerly used as a store in the business district of St. Peter has
certain advantages, for facing the street are two attractive windows that
can be used for display purposes. Thus the St. Peter museum is in a posi-
tion to follow the advice of Mr. Clifford P. Wilson, director of the mu-
seum of the Hudson’s Bay Company at Winnipeg, who tells modern
museums that they must compete with store-window and other com-
mercial displays (see ante, p. 83).

Since the museum opened in the Kronsburg Building in February,
1944, the windows have been in constant use for exhibits that are newly
arranged each month, according to the curator, Mrs. M. E. Stone. She
finds that they are an important factor in attracting visitors.

The Nicollet County society has been collecting material for a mu-
seum since 1930, but until the Kronsburg Building was made available
in the summer of 1943, its holdings were stored in the basement of a
local bank. Most of the society’s museum displays are now arranged in
a large, well-lighted room facing the street, while a second room at the
rear is used chiefly for storage and for board meetings. It does, however,
contain a few exhibits, consisting chiefly of small tools and household
implements displayed on open shelves.

In the main museum room are most of the displays, arranged in five
wall cases and in long open shelves or cases dividing the room at the
center. The latter are used largely for linens, bedding, children’s dresses,
women’s lingerie, and the like, all of which have been beautifully laun-
dered and attractively folded in large boxes. They are kept under cover
except when the museum is open. Four models are used for the display
of women’s costumes.

Among the special items grouped for exhibition are children’s toys,
including a doll and several items of toy furniture; household utensils,
such as iron kettles, a waffle iron, an egg beater, candle molds, irons,
and iron stands of various designs; a number of early sewing machines;
the surgical instruments that belonged to a pioneer physician, Dr. A. W.
Daniels; firearms; and pictures. The latter include a panoramic photo-
graph of St. Peter in 1868, an oil painting of the Nicollet County Fair
by Adelaide Magner, and a portrait in oil of Martin Williams, a pioneer
journalist.
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There are a number of articles reminiscent of the career of General
William C. Brown, and the society hopes eventually to acquire his pa-
pers, which have been in the hands of his biographer, George F. Brim-
low. The biography, which was recently published, will be reviewed in
an early issue of this magazine. Some years ago General Brown gave the
society $500.00 to be used toward a museum building. With $2,000.00
appropriated by the county board and several small bequests, this sum
is being held until the organization can erect its own building.

In arranging the Nicollet County museum, Mrs. Stone has made
excellent use of the facilities at hand. She keeps an accessions list with
consecutive numbers, which appear on the descriptive labels of all ar-
ticles. On the two days a week that she devotes to museum work, the
rooms are open to visitors. Special openings are arranged in connection
with meetings of the historical society or other local organizations and
groups. For such occasions special displays usually are prepared. Some of
these have centered about lamps and lighting equipment, handwork
and embroidering, costumes and accessories, and the equipment needed
for yarn making, spinning, and weaving. The local newspapers have
co-operated with the society by giving good publicity to such exhibits.

The Nicollet County society is looking forward to the day when it
will be housed in a fireproof structure specially adapted to its purposes.
In the meantime the Kronsburg Building will serve both for the display
and the storage of its collections. B.L.H.

.

Lake and St. Louis counties, the Thunder Bay district of Ontario,
and the Minnesota Historical Society were represented by speakers on the
program presented at Two Harbors on August 5 before the sixteenth
annual North Shore Historical Assembly. Speaking for the Canadian
organization, Captain H. A. Oaks reviewed the story of “Pioneering
Aviation in Northwestern Ontario”; Dr. Richard Bardon of the St. Louis
County Society spoke on the work of “Pioneer Doctors”; and Mr. Paul
A. Essen, president of the Lake County society, presided. A message
from the Reverend Oswald Johannes, president of the Cook County
society, who was unable to be present, was read by Judge William E.
Scott of Two Harbors. “The Significance of the North Shore” was the
topic discussed by Dr. Grace Lee Nute, curator of manuscripts on the
staff of the state society.

A reminiscent talk about pioneer life in Anoka was presented by Mrs.
Mary Faherty before the Anoka County Historical Society on August 21.
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An appropriation of five hundred dollars was granted to the Becker
County Historical Society by the county board at a meeting held at De-
troit Lakes on July ro. During the week of August 6, the society dis-
played at the county fair photographs of Becker County men and women
in the armed forces. An appeal for pictures for display and for the
society’s permanent file was published in the Detroiz Lakes Tribune for
August 3.

The removal of the museumn of the Carver County Historical Society
from Mayer to Waconia was accomplished during the summer months.
Three large rooms on the ground floor of the Waconia school, a fire-
proof structure, are now occupied by this local historical museum. If
present plans materialize, the museum will be open to the public five
days a week. Its collections now comprise nearly five thousand items, all
assembled since the Carver County society was organized in April, 1940.

The Chippewa Region Historical Society, which maintains 2 museum
at Cass Lake, received an appropriation of a hundred dollars from the
county board, according to an announcement in the Cass Lake Times of
August 24.

“It is encouraging to know that Chippewa county, through its his-
torical society,” is “trying to preserve the story of our pioneer settlers,”
writes J. K. Johnson in the Milan Standard for July 21. He looks upon
the recent death of a local pioneer of 1866, Mrs. Thomina Golden Olson,
as a warning that delay in collecting will mean the permanent loss of
much valuable material about the history of the county. “The day will
soon be here when ‘firsthand’ information will be impossible to secure,”
Mr. Johnson concludes.

About nineteen hundred people gathered at Lac qui Parle State Park
on July 23 for the summer meeting and annual picnic arranged by the
Chippewa County Historical Society. Speakers included Mrs. A. N. Kohr
of Montevideo, who welcomed the visitors and paid a tribute to the
pioneers of the vicinity, and Congressman H. Carl Andersen, who dis-
cussed post-war problems. Presiding was Dr. Anna Amrud, president of
the society.

Under the terms of the will of Mrs. John C. Mills, who died in April,
her former home at Preston becomes the property of the Fillmore County
Historical Society. Mrs. Mills was the society’s curator and historian.
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More than two hundred members and friends of the Hennepin County
Historical Society attended an “open house” in its new museum at 1516
Harmon Place, Minneapolis, on October 7. The house, which formerly
was used by A. E. Merrill as a residence, was presented to the society by
the Hennepin County board of county commissioners. A display window
facing the street and a spacious annex at the rear add greatly to the
structure’s usefulness for museum purposes. In order to help maintain
the new quarters, where heat, light, and janitor service must be furnished
by the society, it has increased its dues somewhat and is calling upon
members for small donations. A feature of the society’s October bulletin,
Hennepin County History, is a talk on the “History and Creation of Hen-
nepin County” presented by one of its members, Mr. Guy. Alexander, on
July 2, when the U. S. S. “Hennepin” was launched at Superior, Wisconsin.

Dr. Charles Turck, president of Macalester College, was the principal
speaker at the summer meeting of the Martin County Historical Society,
which was held at Fairmont on August 2%7. About two hundred people
heard his address, in which he made a plea for a world alliance. Presid-
ing was the president of the society, Judge Julius E‘ Haycraft.

A marker erected by the Meeker County Historical Society near
Manannah, to commemorate the massacre there on August 26, 1862, of
four settlers, was dedicated with appropriate ceremonies on September
1o0. The marker is one of four that the society plans to erect on or near
sites where settlers were killed during the Sioux War of 1862. The
speaker for the occasion was Mr. John Brandt of Minneapolis, who is
descended from a pioneer Meeker County family. Dr. A. C. Nelson,
president of the local historical society, presided. He is the author of a
brief sketch of the Manannah massacre, appearing in a booklet issued
in connection with the dedication ceremonies. Another feature of the
booklet is a sketch of the Meeker County Historical Society, with an
account of its activities since its organization in February, 1941, and
an outline of its plans for the future.

An appropriation of three hundred dollars for the work of the Nicol-
let County Historical Society was made by the Nicollet County board at
its September meeting. The society’s museum in St. Peter is described
elsewhere in this issue.

Taking as his subject “Our Obligations to the Pioneers of Yesterday,”
Governor Edward J. Thye addressed the annual meeting of the Nobles
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County Historical Society at Worthington on August 20. Honorary
membership in the organization was conferred upon the Governor. At
a business session held on the same day Mrs. M. H. Bassett was elected
president, Stanley E. Nelson, vice-president, E. D. Swanberg, treasurer,
and J. P. Hoffman, secretary. Another program arranged by the Nobles
County society was presented before the weekly meeting of the Worth-
ington Kiwanis Club on August 8. The work of the society was described
by some of its officers, several objects from its museum were displayed,
and copies of its Bulletin were distributed among the seventy members
of the club who attended. This well-arranged mimeographed quarterly
continues to appear at regular intervals. The July number announces the
program for the annual meeting, lists the officers who have served the
society since its organization in 1933, and carries interesting notes about
its museum and recent accessions. An editorial invites co-operation in
preserving for the society’s museum objects used by the pioneers of
Nobles County “in this country, or in the land of their birth.”

An appeal for greater financial support for the state’s local historical
societies and particularly for the Otter Tail County Historical Society
is made by Elmer E. Adams in the Fergus Falls Daily Journal of August 1.
Emphasis is placed upon the problems of the latter organization. Its
collections have been built up, Mr. Adams writes, largely through the
efforts of Mr. E. T. Barnard, who also has arranged its museum in the
courthouse at Fergus Falls. The museum, however, cannot be kept open
because funds with which to pay the salary of a curator are lacking.
The society’s interesting museum displays and its valuable collections
of newspapers and manuscripts should be available to the public if the
organization is to fulfill the objectives for which it was founded. County
or state funds are needed to maintain the work of the local historical
societies, Mr. Adams asserts.

At its September meeting, the county board of Rice County set aside
the sum of three hundred dollars to forward the work of the Rice County
Historical Society during the coming year. Appearing before the board
on behalf of the society was a committee consisting of Mr. Frederick
Jenkins, its president, Dr. Nelson Vance Russell of the department of
history in Carleton College, Mrs. H. C. Theopold, and Mr. Donald
Scott. Elaborate plans were made for the society’s annual meeting at
Faribault on November 1.
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Problems relating to the maintenance of the museum of the Roseau
County Historical Society were discussed at its annual meeting, which
was held at Roseau on June 29. It was decided that funds are necessary
to pay a salary to the curator, Mr. P. O. Fryklund, in order that he
might devote his full time to the care of the museum collections and
keep its rooms open to the public. Officers of the society elected at the
meeting are Mr. Louis Enstrom, president, Mr. M. H. Grefthen, vice-
president, Mr. J. Snustad, secretary, and Mr. C. B. Dahlquist, treasurer.

Plans for an exhibit at the county fair were made by the Waseca
County Historical Society at a meeting held in Waseca on July 3. Gifts
received by the society in recent months announced at the meeting are
listed in the Waseca Journal for July 5.

About forty members of the Washington County Historical Society
traveled to Prairie du Chien on September 30 to visit the former home
of the Dousman family, the Villa Louis. While they were in the Wiscon-
sin city, they were entertained by Mrs. Frederic R. Bigelow of St. Paul,
a granddaughter of Hercules L. Dousman, who built the mansion. As
a representative of the American Fur Company on the upper Mississippi,
Dousman played an important role in the fur trade of the Northwest.
Other sites of historic interest viewed by the visitors in Prairie du Chien
were St. Gabriel’s Church with the near-by grave of Father Lucien Gal-
tier, an old French cemetery, and the Astor fur trading house on the
river. A detailed account of the pilgrimage appears in the Stillwater
Evening Gazette for October 2 and 3.

LocaL History ITEMS

The significance of such narratives of pioneer life as those which the
Reverend Charles E. McColley has been contributing to several southern
Minnesota newspapers (see ante, p. 210, 314) is given recognition in an
editorial published in the Blue Earth County Enterprise of Mapleton for
August 3. The editor of the Enterprise — one of the papers in which Mr.
McColley’s articles have appeared regularly — expresses gratification over
the numerous favorable comments, including that of the Minnesota His-
torical Society, received from readers. This interest, he points out, “calls
attention to a function of weekly newspapers far too often neglected by
their editors” and readers alike. “That is the function of recording the
current history of the paper’s community; the day by day, week by week
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events, large and small that make up the community’s life; the comings
and goings and doings of its people, the births and deaths, social events,
burnings and buildings, business changes, improvements, market quo-
tations, school events, prices of commodities set forth in advertisements,
and a hundred other items that form historical background. . . . The
weekly should exist by concentrating on its local field of news,” the
editor believes. “That is what its subscribers expect to get when they
buy it—a reflection of their community’s life. It records their history.”
It follows, the editor points out, that the permanent preservation of
bound files is of prime importance. “An understanding of the paper’s
historical function” has caused the Enterprise not only to bind its files
but to publish Mr. McColley’s articles. The publication of his narratives
in an additional paper, the Lake Crystal Tribune, began early in August.

A souvenir booklet issued on June 29 to mark the seventy-fifth anni-
versary of the founding of the Church of St. Peter and St. Paul at Blue
Earth contains an interesting sketch of Catholic activity in one section
of Faribault County. According to this account, the first Catholic service
was conducted at Blue Earth in 1863, and three years later a mission was
established there and a simple church was built.

An interesting contribution to the record of Minneapolis industry is a
History of the Glenwood-Inglewood Springs, published to commemorate
the sixtieth anniversary of their use for commercial purposes (1944.
10 p.). The story of the springs is traced back to 1884, when W. H, Fruen
discovered near Bassett’s Creek a clear spring with a flow of water that
measured more than ten thousand gallons per hour. The commercial
development of the spring, which was given the name of Glenwood, and
of the near-by Inglewood Spring, and their consolidation into a single
company in 1896 are among the subjects touched upon in this attractive

booklet.

A brief historical sketch of the John Hus Presbyterian Church of
Hopkins has been issued as a multigraphed pamphlet. It reveals that the
church was organized in 1884 by a group of Czech Protestants who had
settled in the vicinity of Hopkins. Czech settlement in the vicinity is
traced back to 1855, when Joseph Bren and his family arrived.

The role of the “Cousin Jack” or Cornish miner in the Minnesota
iron range country is the theme of the column entitled “Up in This Neck
of the Woods” in the Grand Rapids Herald-Review for August 30. Spe-
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cial attention is given to the story of Mr. Briton C. Prout of Virginia,
a Cornishman who went to northern Minnesota shortly after the dis-
covery of ore on the Vermilion Range. He “saw the first trainload of
iron ore go out of Tower” in 1884, according to this account, and he
later worked for the Oliver Iron Mining Company on the Mesabi. The
Arcturus mine on the western Mesabi, which was owned by J. E. Hay-
ward of St. Cloud, and its development are described in the column
published on August 16. In the issue for July 5, the columnist reviews
the career of Mr. Frank Gran, a Finnish pioneer whose father settled in

Trout Lake Township in 1893.

The Reverend O. J. Wagnild is the author of a little History of the
Norwegian Settlements in Jackson County, Minnesota, a district in which
he served as pastor of several Norwegian Lutheran congregations in the
1890’s (1944). Much of the booklet, which consists of about sixty un-
numbered pages, is devoted to the history of Lutheran churches in Jack-
son County. In a brief introductory section, however, the author reviews
the story of Norwegian settlement in Jackson County, beginning with
the arrival of the first pioneers in 1860, and dwelling upon the misfor-
tunes that followed the settlers in the Sioux War, the grasshopper plagues,
and prairies fires. Among the centers of settlement described is Browns-
burg, where an early mill and store were located.

The reminiscences of a pioneer Fairmont teacher, Frances M. Hunt
of Framingham, Massachusetts, are published in the Fairmont Daily
Sentinel of August 4 to commemorate the paper’s seventieth anniversary.
Miss Hunt recalls the country school in which she taught in the summer
of 1874 while living with her brother, Dr. Winslow Hunt, as well as the
grammar school in Fairmont where she served somewhat later. The
many local families that were represented in her classroom are named by
the writer.

The early years of a Norwegian settlement in Brighton Township of
Nicollet County are recalled by Mrs. S. O. Peterson in the New Ulm
Daily Journal for July 18 and 19. The writer is the only surviving mem-
ber of a group of seven Norwegian families that emigrated from Dane
County, Wisconsin, to the Brighton settlement in the summer of 1856.
She names the members of the colony, relates the story of the trip by
covered wagon from Wisconsin, describes frontier living conditions, tells
of the relations between the Norwegians and their Yankee neighbors,
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recalls the trying experiences of the Sioux War, and describes the early
school and church of the community. Her narrative, which was prepared
for presentation at a recent celebration of the ninetieth anniversary of
the Brighton Methodist Church, gives special attention to its beginnings.
The article appears also in the St. Peter Herald for July 28.

The fiftieth anniversary of the forest fire which demolished the com-
munity on September 1, 1894, was marked at Hinckley with appropriate
ceremonies on September 3. Among the speakers were Professor O. B.
Jesness of the University of Minnesota and Dr. E. L. Stephan, a survivor
of the fire. Feature articles about the catastrophe appear in many Minne-
sota newspapers, including the Hinckley News for August 31, the Du-
luth News-Tribune for August 27, the St. Paul Pioneer Press for August
27, and the Minneapolis Tribune for August 27.

That “Realty Trade Here is Century Old” is brought out by Carl
Hennemann in the Sz. Paul Pioneer Press for July 2, where he describes
the first deed for the transfer of property on the site of what is now the
city of St. Paul. The story is based upon the first entry in the earliest
volume in the office of the Ramsey County register of deeds. It calls for
the transfer from Henry Jackson to William Hartshorn of a half interest
in three acres of land at the foot of the present Jackson Street. The deed,
which is dated July 1, 1844, was recorded at Stillwater, then the county
seat of St. Croix County, Wisconsin, which extended westward to the
Mississippi.

Some early Duluth railroad history is recalled in an article by Nor-
man Levine in the Duluth News-Tribune for July 16, where announce-
ment is made that the trestle built in 1888 and long used by the Great
Northern Railroad is to be demolished. An incident in the story of
Great Lakes transportation to Duluth is the subject of another article pub-
lished in the News-Tribune for July 23. Mary Cole, the author, there tells
how the “America” weathered a disastrous storm on November 28, 1905.
Part of her narrative is based upon an interview with Mr. Thor Hagen, a
Duluth pioneer who served as wheelsman on the “America.”

The house at Stillwater long occupied by Judge and Mrs. William M.
McCluer is the subject of an article by Betty Roney which appears with
a picture of the structure in the Sz. Paul Pioneer Press for July 9. Partic-
ular attention is given to the house as a center of cultural activity.
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