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The Kandiyohi County society’s collections are rich in material illus-
trating pioneer life, particularly among the numerous Scandinavians who
settled on the fertile farm lands of central Minnesota. Many objects that
the early Swedish and Norwegian settlers brought with them from the
Old World are preserved at Willmar, thus suggesting the life they left
behind in Europe. There are, for example, two knapsacks woven of
birchbark strips. Although the Willmar knapsacks date from about 1890,
similar receptacles are still made and used by the peasants of northern
Sweden. A recent motion picture of peasant life in the Swedish back
country shows knapsacks of the same design in use. Some of the treas-
ured possessions taken to Kandiyohi County by Swedish immigrants of
the 1890’s doubtless were transported in these receptacles. A wooden
trunk decorated with elaborate bands of wrought iron and painted peas-
ant motifs probably served a similar purpose.

Numerous other items may well have crossed the Atlantic carefully
packed in such containers. Among them are teakettles and flasks of shin-
ing copper, a brightly painted wooden beer bow! and a2 mug made in
Norway in 1825, a cheese mold, and a coffee mill. A set of tools used in
making wooden shoes doubtless originated in northern Europe. Agricul-
tural and domestic tools and utensils include the usual array of spinning
wheels, ox yokes, candle molds, and the like. Old-time rifles, pistols, and
powder horns are displayed in a special gun case.

As is to be expected, some interesting examples of farming tools and
implements have come to light in this agricultural community. An un-
usual item in the Willmar museum is a miniature model of an Interna-
tional harvester of 19o2. A straw-burning Advance steam tractor that
saw use in the locality a half century ago is stored in a barn on the fair-
grounds and is displayed only during the annual fair. Several convey-
ances, among them an original Red River cart, are stored in the same
manner. Of interest to students of transportation history is a Minnesota
automobile license issued on October 21, 1903, by the Minnesota “Inspec-
tors of Steam Vessels and Steam Boilers.”

A fireproof addition to the Kandiyohi County society’s log cabin pro-
vides a vault for the safe storage of local archives, manuscripts, books,
and objects of special value. The vault was constructed after the county
board appropriated a thousand dollars for the purpose in the fall of 1941.
As a result the society is well equipped to preserve the county’s historical
treasures. A record of the organization’s holdings is available in the form
of an accessions list for more than four hundred objects and collections.
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Each object is briefly described and the name of the donor is given on
the list. Similar information is provided on the typewritten labels that
accompany the exhibits in the log cabin. With continuing financial sup-
port from the county, this local museum, with its enthusiastic leaders,
should become a vital force in the life of the community. B.L.H.

Members of the executive board of the Thunder Bay Historical Society
have worked out a program for “Rebuilding of Trading Posts and Mark-
ing of Famous Sites for Tourist Purposes” in the Thunder Bay district
of Ontario. Their recommendations are outlined by the society’s presi-
dent, J. P. Bertrand, in the Fort William Daily Times-Journal for De-
cember 23. He reviews the stories of forts and other historic sites in the
area which, if exploited, the society’s officers believe would attract large
numbers of tourists in the postwar era. The society’s program includes
the erection of markers, the reopening of ancient portage trails, the estab-
lishment of parks, and the rebuilding of old trading posts.

The Minnesota Finnish-American Historical Society was incorporated
on November 16, 1943, with the following officers: Alex Kyyhkynen of
Duluth, president, J. P. Raattama of Nashwauk, vice-president, Einar E.
Lauley of New Yorks Mills, treasurer, and Adolph Lundquist of New
York Mills, secretary. The society, which has published a Certificate of
Incorporation, has its headquarters in Duluth.

The contributions to community welfare made by Mr. Fred W. John-
son of New Ulm are given editorial recognition in the Minneapolis Star
Journal for December 13, where the assertion is made that the “climax of
his efforts to make New Ulm a cultural center was his untiring work in
assembling the Brown County Historical society collections which are
housed on the ground floor of the magnificent public library building.”
Mr. Johnson was honored by his home community at a public meeting

sponsored by the New Ulm Civic and Cothmerce Association on Decem-
ber 12.

The newly arranged museum of the Carver County Historical So-
ciety, which was removed from Mayer to Waconia during the past sum-
mer (see ante, 25:406), was formally opened to the public in connection
with the organization’s annual meeting on October 20. The museum is
now located in the Waconia school, where it occupies three rooms on the
ground floor. Citizens from all parts of the county took advantage of
the opportunity to examine the exhibits. The program arranged for the
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occasion included talks by Mrs. Howard L. Hall on the relation of the so-
ciety to the schools, by James F. Faber on the organization and its work,
and by A. O. Anderson on the early history of Laketown and Waconia.

Dr. Anna Amrud was re-elected to the presidency of the Chippewa
County Historical Society at its annual meeting, which was held at Mon-
tevideo on October 2. Other officers named for the coming year include
Mrs. Fred Handeen, vice-president, Miss Petra Storaker, secretary,
and Mrs. Frank Starbeck, treasurer. Plans for the reopening of the society’s
museumn in Lac qui Parle State Park were discussed, and an appeal was
issued for material for display. The museum in the Windom Building at
Montevideo was open for public inspection in connection with a meet-
ing of the society held there on November 30.

Mr. E. G. Roth, county agricultural agent at Brainerd, was elected
president of the Crow Wing County Historical Society on December 8,
when the organization held its annual meeting at Brainerd. Other offi-
cers chosen include Hilding Swanson, vice-president, Mrs. Sarah Heald,
secretary, and Mrs. J. A. Hayes, treasurer. The principal speaker was
Mr. F. T. Gustafson, who spoke on Indian arts and crafts and displayed
examples from the museum at Cass Lake, of which he is curator. That
the Crow Wing County museum is open on Friday and Saturday after-
noons was announced at the meeting.

Mrs. Bunn T. Willson of Rochester, president of the Olmsted County
Historical Society, spoke on the activities of that organization before a
meeting of the Fillmore County Historical Society at Preston on November
28. From a group of nine trustees elected on that occasion, the fol-
lowing officers later were chosen: Mrs. P. L. Wilson, president, the Rev-
erend N. S. Magelsson, vice-i;resident, Mrs. Oscar Peterson, treasurer, and
Mirs. Ida S. Johnson, secretary. The society is making plans for the open-
ing of a museum in the house that became its property under the terms
of the will of the late Mrs. John C. Mills (see ante, 25:406). Numerous
gifts in the form of cases as well as museum objects have been turned
over to the society since the house was acquired, for, according to Mrs.
Johnson, “when people realized there would be a permanent place for
their treasures, they were willing to contribute them.”

“Early Days in Loring Park” was the subject of a talk presented by
Edward M. Conant before the Hennepin County Historical Society’s fall
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meeting in Minneapolis on November 1. The speaker described the
neighborhood of the society’s new museum in Minneapolis, which faces
Loring Park, as it appeared in frontier days. The museum, which was
opened to the public on October 7 (see ante, 25:407), was the scene of a
second “‘open house” on the evening of December 6, when those who
could not be present on the earlier date were given an opportunity to see
the society’s collections in their new setting,

At the annual meeting of the Lake County Historical Society, which
was held at Two Harbors on December 8, Father Daniel McEnery was
elected president, Hans Ojard, vice-president, and Judge William E.
Scott, secretary and treasurer. A committee which has been formulating
plans for a local historical museum at Two Harbors reported in favor of
the project, pointing out its value as an attraction to tourists.

An old-fashioned threshing bee, in which machinery of the early dec-
ades of the present century was utilized, was staged on the farm of
George Power near Montgomery on October 8 under the auspices of the
Pioneer Historical Association of Montgomery. The machinery used is
from a collection of pioneer farm equipment owned by the association’s
president, Mr. Joseph T. Rynda, Jr. A number of interesting pictures
taken while the bee was in progress appear in the rotogravure sections of
the Sz. Paul Pioneer Press and the Minneapolis Tribune for October 22.
Women dressed in costumes of the 189o’s assisted with the threshing,
which was witnessed by some five hundred people.

The museum of the Nicollet County Historical Society, which was
described in the last issue of this magazine (see ante, 25:404), is now
open to the public every Tuesday. A report on the museum was sub-
mitted by its curator, Mrs. M. E. Stone of St. Peter, to a meeting of the
society held on October 31. She revealed that the collections include 511
objects, 340 pictures, 61 books, and 56 manuscripts.

The story of Edward Bassett and his family, Nobles County pioneers
of 1874, is recorded by a granddaughter, Garnet Smith, in a sketch ap-
pearing in the October Bulletin of the Nobles County Historical Society.
It is offered as the first of a series of “Pages of Nobles County History,”
in which the experiences of local pioneers will be recorded. A note about
Gretchtown, “A Phantom City” that served as the county seat from 1857
to 1870, is another item of interest in the same issue of this mimeo-
graphed quarterly. The editor estimates that more than ninety-three hun-
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dred people saw the society’s museum displays in the courthouse at
Worthington during the past year.

That nearly sixteen thousand visitors found their way to the museum
of the Olmsted County Historical Society in Rochester during 1944 was
announced by the president, Mrs. B. T. Willson, in a report presented
before the society’s annual meeting on October 24. The organization now
has a membership of 1go. Several interesting gifts were received at the
meeting, and others recently acquired were described by the chairman of
the accessions committee. Three of the society’s directors — Mrs. Willson,
Mr. Ernest Schlitgus, and Mr. A. J. Lobb — were re-elected, and commit-
tees for the coming year were announced. The program included a paper
on Lake Superior by Dr. Grace Lee Nute, curator of manuscripts for the
Minnesota Historical Society.

A map of the village of Pelican Rapids bearing the date 1883 is among
the recent additions to the museum of the Otter Tail County Historical
Saciety at Fergus Falls. It is described by E. T. Barnard, the secretary
of the organization, in the Fergus Falls Daily Journal for October 23. A
list of local merchants who advertised on the map is reproduced by Mr.
Barnard. The Otter Tail County museum is open every afternoon except
Sundays and holidays.

About a hundred and fifty people attended a dinner meeting of the
Polk County Historical Society at Crookston on December 4. The pro-
gram included addresses by Dr. Lewis Beeson, acting superintendent of
the Minnesota Historical Society, on “The Work of a Local Historical
Society,” and by Judge J. E. Montague of Crookston, a member of the
state society’s executive council, on early Red River Valley history. The
society’s officers, including the president, Dr. Paul Hagen, were re-clected.

The “Writing of Local War History” was the subject of the principal
address presented before the annual meeting of the Rice County Histori-
cal Society at Faribault on November 1. Professor Nelson Vance Russell
of Carleton College was the speaker. Some remarks about the activities of
local historical societies in Minnesota were made by Dr. Lewis Beeson,
acting superintendent of the Minnesota Historical Society, who stressed
the value of keeping accurate records. Other speakers included Mr. Frank
Kaisersatt, who described the records of the First World War assembled
and preserved in Rice County, and Dr. F. W. Davis, who compared the
activities of the present selective service board in the county with those
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of the board of 1917. More than a hundred people attended the meeting
and participated in a discussion of the collection of war records by the
Rice County society. Officers elected for the coming year include Fred-
erick E. Jenkins, president, Mrs. Howard Bratton, vice-president, Alice
Pearson, recording secretary, Brigid Coughlin, corresponding secretary,
and Donald Scott, treasurer.

The annual report presented by Miss Corah L. Colbrath, secretary of
the St. Louis County Historical Society, at the organization’s annual
meeting at Duluth on November 15 reveals that the society not only had
an active and profitable year, but that it has become firmly entrenched
in the life of the community. Since its headquarters are now situated near
the Duluth State Teachers College, students are enabled to make exten-
sive use of its collections. The society employs a student from the college
to file material and serve visitors. Since September 21, Miss Kathryn
Johnson has held this position. Nearly five hundred visitors who regis-
tered saw the society’s museum collections during the period from March
to November. Lists of the society’s 142 active members and of gifts re-
ceived during the past year are appended to the report. An abstract of
Miss Colbrath’s report appears in a local newspaper, Duluth Publicity,
for November 25. At the society’s November meeting Dr. Richard Bar-
don was re-elected to the presidency. Other officers include four vice-
presidents, J. D. Mahoney, treasurer, and Miss Colbrath, secretary.

Mr. H. W, Reincke of Iona was re-elected to the presidency of the
Todd County Historical Society at its annual meeting, which was held
at Long Prairie on October 28. Lambert Irsfeld of Browerville is vice-
president; Nick Truog of Long Prairie, secretary; and P. J. Nelson of
Clarissa, treasurer.

The president of the Waseca County Historical Sociéty, Mrs. F. T.
Day, presided at a meeting of the organization held at Waseca on Oc-
tober 2. She announced the appointment of new chairmen in New Rich-
land, Byron, and Otisco townships. The society has a chairman in each
township who undertakes to collect articles of historical interest in his
district.

That more than a hundred members were enrolled by the Washington
County Historical Society during the past year, raising the total mem-
bership to more than four hundred, was the gratifying announcement
made at the organization’s annual meeting, which was held at Stillwater
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on October 5. The election of officers held on that occasion resulted in
the re-election of Mrs. Henry Bailey of St. Paul Park to the presidency.
Other officers chosen include Chester Schaffer and Frances Parker, first
and second vice-presidents, Mrs. George Goggin, secretary, and Mrs.
Albert Mellin, treasurer, :

Locar History ITEMS

The individuals who have served Anoka as postmasters since the post
office was established in 1852 are listed in the Anoka Union for Decem-
ber 27. The information presented is based upon a letter received from
the office of the postmaster general. It reveals that the post office was orig-
inally established in Benton County and that it was first known as Decorri.
The name was changed to Anoka in the spring of 1854.

Living conditions and social events in a Beltrami County village of
1902 are vividly pictured by Mrs. Grace Lee Oberg in a series of “Remi-
niscences of Early Pioneer Days” published in the Blackduck American
for November g and 16. As soon as living quarters for her and her two
children were available in Blackduck, Mrs. Oberg joined her husband,
who was publishing the American there. She describes the rough town
of eight hundred people that she found upon her arrival, with its muddy
streets, frame buildings, and tar-paper shacks. Such organizations as the
Strollers, the Lincoln Study Club, and a library association, and an annual
“Firemen’s Ball” provided recreation and cultural stimulation for the
residents of this remote community.

Vivid tales of frontier life in southern Minnesota, contributed by the
Reverend Charles E. McColley, continue to appear in the Amboy Herald,
the Blue Earth County Enterprise of Mapleton, and the Winnebago City
Enterprise (see ante, 25:409). Some of the domestic problems that the
frontier housewife was forced to meet are suggested in the Mapleton pa-
per for October 5, and in the issue for November 2, Mr. McColley tells
“How the Peddlers Brought ‘Luxury’ to the Frontier” in the form of tin
ware and other much needed supplies. The sod houses of the treeless
plains and the hay burners used to heat them are described in the Amboy
Herald for October 6. Accounts of frontier Thanksgiving and Christmas
celebrations are included in each of the series.

A valuable contribution to the cause of local history in general and to
Norwegian-American history in particular is a translation, made by Miss
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Petra M. Lien of Madelia and members of her family, of the earliest
volume in the archives of the Lake Hanska Norwegian Evangelical Lu-
theran Church in Brown County. The translation was mimeographed
and distributed among members of the congregation as a Christmas
greeting (1944. 47 p.). It opens with the constitution adopted on De-
cember 1, 1869, when the congregation was organized, and continues
with the secretary’s records for the two decades that followed, to No-
vember 24, 1889. Both social and economic conditions in a frontier com-
munity are vividly reflected in the document that Miss Lien has made
available for the general reader. Lists of the charter members of the con-
gregation and of those who contributed to its expenses in the 1880’ will
be of interest to genealogists. Miss Lien has presented a copy of her
translation to the Minnesota Historical Society.

Under the title “With Faith and a Market Basket,” the story of St.
Barnabas Hospital of Minneapolis is outlined in the M.4.C. Gopher for
December. As the Cottage Hospital, the institution was founded in 1871
largely as a result of the efforts of the Reverend David B. Knickerbacker.

A useful contribution to Minnesota’s medical history is a little volume
by Bertha E. Merrill entitled The Trek from Yesterday: A History of
Organized Nursing in Minneapolis, 1883-1936 (1944. 96 p.). It deals
largely with the history of the Hennepin County Registered Nurses’ As-
sociation, which adopted its constitution in 1910, Chapters are included
dealing with the participation of Minneapolis nurses in the Spanish-
American and First World wars, with the gradual reduction in hours of
work and the increase in fees, with relations of the local nurses’ organiza-
tion and the American Red Cross, and with the careers of individual
members of the profession.

Early mail service in Itasca County by carriers who made use of wag-
ons, sleighs, and even of dog teams in transporting mail is described in
the column entitled “Up in This Neck of the Woods” in the Grand
Rapids Herald-Review for December 6. Routes used in reaching remote
post offices, particularly in winter, are located, some pioneer mail carriers
are named, and early post offices are enumerated. Plats filed for the
original settlement of Grand Rapids and its additions are the subject of
the column published on December 27.

A contribution both to community history and to the broader record
of Swedish settlement in Minnesota is an Anniversary Album, 1859-1944,
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Lebanon Lutheran Church, New London, Minnesota (150 p.), published
in connection with the celebration of the congregation’s eighty-fifth an-
niversary in August, 1944. The editors, Victor E. Lawson, who wrote
much of the narrative, and Eben E. Lawson, who assembled the many
pictures that illustrate the text, have succeeded admirably in integrating
the story of the church with that of the community. Detailed informa-
tion about pastors, church buildings, church organizations, and personnel
is in most cases sketched against a background of local history. Swedish
colonization of the New London neighborhood is not only described but
is illustrated on a map showing the four parishes ‘of 1862 and locating
the residences of their members. The experiences of these settlers in the
Sioux Outbreak are described in a special section. The editor reveals that
the records of the Lebanon Church from its founding in 1859 to the
present “have been preserved in the archives of the congregation, and
are the source of the information which is given” in his narrative. Men-
tion should be made of the frontispiece —a charming “View of Old New
London” in color, reproduced from a water color painted in 1910 by

Eben E. Lawson.

The Floral Club of Austin is commemorating its seventy-fifth anni-
versary during the present season with a series of programs describing the
contributions of American women in various fields of endeavor. Pro-
grams centering about such topics as women in education and women in
business are being presented.

By way of observing National Newspaper Week, the Sz. Paul Pio-
neer Press published, from October 3 to 6, a series of four articles by
Charles F. Stutz briefly reviewing its history from 1849 to the present.
Empbhasis is placed upon the paper’s early years, and particularly upon its
beginnings under the editorship of James M. Goodhue. Later editors
whose influence is stressed include Earle S. Goodrich, Joseph A. Wheel-
ock, and George Thompson. Their portraits and some interesting pic-
tures of the structures that have housed the newspaper illustrate the
series.

The history of St. Olaf College at Northfield is reviewed by its presi-
dent, Clemens M. Granskou, in the autumn number of the American-
Scandinavian Review. Its founding in 1875 is recalled and the growth of
its campus is described, with emphasis upon the handsome buildings
erected in recent years.
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To commemorate the seventy-fifth anniversary of the founding of
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church of Duluth, special services were held on
August 6 and 8, and an anniversary booklet in which the history of the
congregation is reviewed was published (19 p.). It reveals that among
those who contributed substantially to the original church, erected in
1869, was Jay Cooke, whose Duluth agent, G. B. Sargent, was commis-
sioned to erect the church. Figuring in the story of its early years are
such prominent Episcopal leaders as Bishop Henry B. Whipple and the
Reverend Joseph A. Gilfillan. The story of St. Luke’s Hospital, which
was organized by thé church vestry in 1882, also is outlined. Many inter-
esting pictures of persons and places connected with the history of the
church illustrate the booklet. Another Duluth congregation to mark a
seventy-fifth anniversary recently is the First Methodist Church, which is
the subject of a feature article in the Duluth News-Tribune for October
22. The Reverend Harvey Webb, its first pastor, conducted its first serv-
ice on November 7, 1869, after a trip from St. Anthony that required
seventeen days, according to this account.

The Blessed Sacrament Church of Hibbmg, which marked its fiftieth
anniversary on September 17, is the subject of a booklet issued on that
occasion. A list of the original parishioners is among the items of his-
torical interest included in the pamphlet. There are also sketches of
priests who have served the parish, of church organizations, and of

church buildings.

Files of contemporary newspapers and the minutes of the county
medical society, as well as county histories, have been used by the
anonymous writer of the “History of Medicine in Wabasha County”
which appears in Minnesota Medicine for October, November, and De-
cember. It consists of a general survey, covering the period before 1900
and arranged by decades, in the October number, and two installments
devoted to a “biographical dictionary” of doctors who practiced in the
county before the turn of the century. Of more than passing interest is a
“scale of prices” that the physicians of Wabasha County agreed upon in
1860. As his source for this item, the writer cites the Wabasha Journal for
April 2, 1860. The doctors decided to charge one dollar for visits within
a mile of their offices; for longer trips they increased the charge by fifty
cents for each additional mile; and they added a third of the usual amount
to bills for *“all visits within town or country after usual bed time.”
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