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[From the Minnesota Farmer, vol. 2, no. 1, p. 35 (September, 1878).]
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Morgans or Morgan crosses. At the 1870 fair, which was held in
Winona, fine Clydesdales and Percherons were shown, but not until
1875 were the latter in considerable numbers exhibited at the state
fair. Leonard Johnson of Castle Rock, Dr. O. O. Evans of Minne-
apolis, and S. B. Spearin of Empire exhibited Percherons, and the
breed drew considerable comment in the press. The horses, how-
ever, were described as “huge creatures,” and the general opinion
was that they were “too large and clumsy and would cost too
much to maintain to be of much use to Minnesota farmers.” Spear-
in’s gray draught stallion “Sensation” weighed two thousand
pounds and stood eighteen hands high.**

" Two enemies that particularly jeopardized farm horses in the
pioneer period were thieves and disease. The disease that was most
widely publicized was “epizoot,” which struck in southern Minne-
sota in November and December, 1872, and rapidly became epi-
demic. Veterinaries said it was acute catarrh and influenza, and
that it orginated in eastern Canada where thousands of horses died.
Next it appeared in the eastern states and then it spread westward.
Cities were especially hard hit. In the latter part of December, 1872,
nearly all business in some counties was at a standstill because of the
epizooty. It. was said that the best treatment was to give afflicted
horses perfect rest and keep them warm and dry. They were to be
fed no hay, oats, corn, or barley, only warm bran mash mixed with
a little oat or rye straw. A small dose of bromide of potassium two
or three times a day in the mash for the first two or three days was
recommended, as was tar on the trough, manger, and horse’s nose.
Fewer horses actually died of the disease in Minnesota than in some
other areas.?

Various associations were formed from time to time to combat
horse thieves. In southern Minnesota thieves were extremely active
in the 1860’s and 1870’s, and they were not unknown elsewhere.

% Hall and Holcombe, State Agricultural Society, 75, 104, 121~123, 140. On his
farm near Lake City, Willis Baker had eighteen brood mares and sixty-three horses and
colts, as well as a driving park. The average price of horses in 1874 was $72.80 in
Minnesota and $89.82 in New York. See Szatistics of Minnesota for 1876, 121-124.

#]. E. Child, History of Waseca County, 256 (Owatonna, 1905); J. A. Kiester,
History of Faribault County, 356 (Minneapolis, 1896).
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One such organization, the Waseca County Horse Thief Detectives,
founded in 1864, continues to hold meetings and collect membership
dues after more than eighty years. In March, 1872, the Anti-Horse
Thief Association of Fergus Falls was organized, although, accord-
ing to one writer, “there was not a horse in town valuable enough
to tempt the most ornery horse thief.” The tenth bylaw of the or-
ganization read as follows: “It shall be the sworn duty of any and
all members of this society capturing a horse thief having in his
possession the property of any member of the association, to
promptly execute the said horse thief, by hanging, or in the absence
of facilities for hanging, by shooting, or in any other manner, but
in any and all events to take such effective measures as shall pre-
clude the possibility of the return of said horse thief to commit any
further depredations in the county.” #*

The interest in beef cattle during the 1850’s and 1860’s has been
noted. In 1850, there were 1,395 cattle other than milch cows in
Minnesota Territory, mainly in Washington, Pembina, Wabasha,
and Ramsey counties. Ten years later the figure had increased to
51,345, and in 1870 it was 145,736. The increase for the 1860’s was
183.8 per cent, a smaller relative gain than for any other class of
stack, except swine and work oxen. In absolute numbers, however,
cattle ranked second to hogs. During the 1870’ the beef cattle popu-
lation grew to 347,161, a gain of 138.2 per cent. In 1860 there were
41.9 cattle for every hundred people, and in 1880 there were 63.9,
though cattle still ranked second in numbers to hogs.**

The most popular breed of cattle in the early years was the
Shorthorn or Durham. Well-known Shorthorn raisers were De
Graff and Hopkins of the Lake Elysian Stock Farm at Janesville,
N. R. Clark of St. Cloud, H. F. Brown of Minneapolis, Brockway
Brothers of Eyota, Major George H. Smith of Carlton County,
Dr. Charles W. Ballard of Albert Lea, and William S. King of

Minneapolis. The latter gained international recognition. In 1868

% John W. Mason, ed., History of Otter Tail'County, 1:605 (Indianapolis, 1916);
Gladys H. Du Priest, “The Waseca County Horse Thief Detectives,” ante, 13:153;
Waseca Journal, April 4, 1945. The Waseca County organization held its eighty-first *
annual meeting on March 31, 1945.

™ Robinson, Agriculture in Minnesota, 103, 105, 244.



122 MERRILL.E. JARCHOW June

A et :
THE SHORT-HORN 00W ‘' BLUSH,” THE PROPERTY OF COL. WM. 5. KKNG.—COST $1.000

[From the Farmers’ Union, September, 1869.]

he purchased some blooded stock in New York for his farm, located
three miles from Minneapolis. Included were the “Sixth Duke of
Geneva,” a pure Duchess bull costing $3,000, and “Blush,” a Short-
horn cow. About the same time King also bought some Ayrshires
and some Jerseys. By 1869 his was said to be one of the three most
valuable herds in the United States. “Mr. King’s enterprise will be-
come historic as the pioneer adventure, on a comprehensive scale,
in this highly classic department of Minnesota husbandry,” read one
press comment.*®

In 1874, when King disposed of his herd of Shorthorns in Chi-
cago, the sale received wide publicity, and it attracted buyers from
as far away as England. The cows and heifers sold at an average
price of $1,730, and the bulls at $1,210. For one bull, the “2 Duke of

 Statistics of Minnesota for 1876, 126, 132-135; Minnesota Farmer, 2:12 (Septem-
ber, 1878); Farmers' Union, September, 1869; Minnesota Monthly, 1:242, 250 (July,
1869); Independent Farmer and Fireside Companion (St. Paul), 1:180 (November 1,
1879); Weekly Pioneer, October 23, 1868.
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Hillhurst,” King was offered $14,000, which was said to be the
highest figure ever quoted on a bull, but the deal fell through and
the animal was taken back to Minnesota. Fifty-eight cows and
twenty-one bulls were sold for a total of $126,9g0. After the sale
King still retained a fine herd of cattle in Meeker County.®®

Dr. Charles W. Ballard wrote from Albert Lea, on January 14,
1877, that drovers traveling through Minnesota to buy stock to fat-
ten in Illinois and Iowa could not obtain as good cattle as were
available ten years before, even though the number of cattle was
increasing. Steers two and one-half years old averaged 700 to 800
pounds and heifers 650 to 700 pounds. The reasons for the condition
were lack of good care and the use of poor bulls throughout the
state. Bulls were prohibited by law from running at large, but since
many people figured that all animals under two years of age were
calves, yearling bulls were found ranging with nearly every herd.
The amount of pasture was being reduced each year, and prices
were low during the 1870’s. Of purebred cattle, Dr. Ballard claimed,
Minnesota had produced fewer than 500, among which Shorthorns
predominated. The American herd book of 1876 showed that breed-
ers of the state had recorded only forty-nine bulls of their own
raising, and of those probably a third had been sold out of the
state. About 150 bulls were imported. Dr. Ballard makes it clear
that so far as breeding methods were concerned, the average farmer
had not progressed far beyond his predecessor of the 1850’s. In 1876
at public sales 774 Shorthorn bulls were sold in Minnesota at an
average price of $242.00, and 3,230 cows brought an average price -
of $365.00.%

In addition to Shorthorns, Ayrshires, and Jerseys, other breeds,
such as Guernsey, Galloway, Holstein, and Angus cattle, appeared
as dairying began to develop. At the state fair of 1873 Shorthorns,
Ayrshires, Alderneys, and Jerseys were represented, while Short-
horns and Alderneys were the leading breeds at the fair of the next

® Farmers’ Union, May 16, 30, 1874.

¥ Statistics of Minnesota for 1876, 130—-132. The state press tried to stimulate cattle
production. See, for example, the Weekly Pioneer and Democrat, February 22, 1861.
Farmers in Freeborn County received $6,000 for beef cattle in the fall of 1860, accord-
ing to the Farmer and Gardener, 1:72 (January, 1861).
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year. In 1883 J. J. Hill drew upon his herd, which had a national
reputation, for the only showing of Polled Angus, and ]. C. Easton
entered the only exhibit of Scotch Galloways. A. V. Ellis of the
Evergreen Stock Farm at Austin received credit for first introducing
and breeding Holsteins in Minnesota.*®

The Minnesota Stock Breeders’ Association was organized in
1877. William S. King served as its first president, and R. C. Judson,
as secretary. The organization was composed of farmers from cen-
tral Minnesota, while breeders in the southern part of the state be-
longed to the Southern Minnesota Stock Breeders’ Association. In
1878 one outstanding figure in the Minnesota livestock business,
Leonard Johnson of East Castle Rock, was elected a vice-president
of the National Association of Importers and Breeders of Norman
Horses at a meeting in Peoria, Illinois.*®

Fencing was a problem that sooner or later confronted most
stockmen. At first stock was fenced out, not in. As one man put it:
“In those days we used a great deal of board fencing as all our
cultivated Jand had to be fenced in, all stock being allowed to run
at large.” Another, writing in the spring of 1867, complained that
“Our Legislature did not see fit to.compel us to restrain our cattle,
therefore we must fence our crops.” At times local communities took
action. At Waseca, for example, the subject aroused much debate
among the people and the city fathers in 1868, and as a result, on
July 22, an ordinance was passed providing that cattle, horses, mules,
or sheep found running at large within the village between one hour’
after sunset and the following sunrise should be impounded by the
poundmaster, marshal, street commissioner, or constable. This was
better than no law, but it was poor protection for gardens and
lawns.*°

% Hall and Holcombe, State Agricultural Society, 117, 119, 140; Statistics of Minne-
sota for 1883, 220 (Commissioner of Statistics, Fifteenth Annual Report— St. Paul,
1884); Minnesota Butter, Cheese and Dairy Stock Association, Third Annual Meeting,
1883, p. 120 (Austin, 1884).

® Minnesota Farmer, vol. 1, no. 6, p. 3; no. 7, p. 7; no. 8, p. 9 (February, March,
April, 1878).

“ Robert Watson, Notes on the Early Settlement of Cottage Grove and Vicinity, 19
(Northfield, 1924); Child, Waseca County, 203; Weekly Pioneer, March 22, 1867;
Biscoe’s letter, July 7, 1863, Biscoe Papers.
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In his message to the legislature in 1873 Governor Horace Austin
recommended “that the several counties or towns be authorized to
determine for themselves the vexed question of ‘fencing in or
fencing out’ livestock.” Finally, in 1874, a herd law applying to
certain parts of the state was enacted. Under its terms a farmer had
no redress for damage done to his crops by stock in the daytime
unless he could prove that he had a three-rail fence four feet high
on the side from which the cattle entered. A law of 1878 gave the
farmer damages whether or not he had a fence. Thus it became nec-
essary to keep stock in fenced enclosures or to send them to ranges
away from the farming district. Something of a business of summer
herding was built up. The usual charge for herding stock from
May 15 to October 15 was $1.00 to $1.25 a head. Some herders even
went out of the state into Dakota.**

Another problem that the raiser of beef cattle had to face was
how to market his animals. During the middle 1860’s, for ex-
ample, large herds of cattle were driven annually to Chicago from
Blue Earth County. When the railroad was completed to the county
it proved of great assistance in getting livestock to market. By 1880
the Twin Cities were the chief market and slaughtering center, and
St. Paul soon took precedence over Minneapolis. In St. Paul there
were three well-equipped stockyards, through which over 28,000
head of cattle passed in 1878. By 1882 the livestock and dressed meat
business of the city was valued at $3,515,700.4* By that time the dairy
industry had made great strides in the state, but that is a story
which must be left for a later article.

4 Theodore Christianson, Minnesota, The Land of Sky-tinted Waters, 1:454 (New
York, 1935); L. R. Moyer and O. G. Dale, eds., History of Chippewa and Lac qui Parle
Counties, 1:484 (Indianapolis, 1916); General Laws, 1874, p. 191-193; 1879, p. 82;
H. P. McLellan, “History of the Early Settlement and Development of Polk County,
Minnesota,” 84. The latter item is a master’s thesis prepared at Northwestern University
in 1928; the Minnesota Historical Society has a copy.

“ Willard, Blue Earth County, 6; Hartsough, The Twin Cities as a Metropolitan
Market, 66; Independent Farmer and Fireside Companion, 1:7 (January ., 1879).
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