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mining operations on the Minnesota iron ranges. Much information 
about mining methods and laboratory research, as well as the records of 
individual mines, are presented both in words and in pictures. Also in­
cluded are brief biographical sketches of the six Butler brothers. 

Judge William E. Scott of Two Harbors is the author of an article 
on "Fishing in Lake Superior" which appears in three installments in 
the Two Harbors Chronicle and Times from January 25 to February 8. 
Much of the material included was gathered in interviews with com­
mercial fishermen of long experience on the North Shore. Judge Scott 
presents some interesting items of "Northshore Lore" in the Chronicle 
and Times for January 11 and 18. Appearing in the same paper from 
February 15 to March i are some "Recollections of the Duluth & Iron 
Range Railroad," recorded by the late William A. McGonagle in a nar­
rative preserved among the files of the Lake County Historical Society. 

A page of unusual pictures of "Indians of the Early Days" on the 
North Shore of Lake Superior is included in the Duluth News-Tribune 
for January 21. Among them are a view of a North Shore Indian vil­
lage of 1870, and several pictures of typical Chippewa dwellings. An 
"Indian payment at Grand Portage in 1870" is among the scenes pic­
tured. Portraits of some of the traders in the Lake Superior country, in­
cluding Vincent Roy, are reproduced. 

Minnesota Territory is the subject of the installment published in the 
January issue of the American Philatelist of a narrative by Carroll Chase 
and Richard McP. Cabeen dealing with "The First Hundred Years of 
United States Territorial Postmarks, 1787-1887." A brief sketch of re­
gional history and of the organization of the territory is followed by a 
list of territorial post offices, compiled with the assistance of Mr. Jeffer­
son Jones of Hopkins. Maps depicting the territory and locating post 
offices in its southeastern section accompany the account. Historians and 
geographers as well as philatelists will find this list of Minnesota place 
names of interest and value. 

W A R H I S T O R Y A C T I V I T I E S 

The list of "War Records Projects and Activities in the States and 
Territories" published in the War Records Collector for March, 1944, is 
revised and brought up to date in the January number. SOme of the 
problems that will be encountered in "Writing the History of Ohio in 
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World War II" are discussed by James H. Radabaugh in the February 
issue. Suggestions for building up war records collections are offered in 
the March number by Rose Demorest of the Carnegie Library of Pitts­
burgh, who discusses "The Large Public Library's Interest in War Rec­
ords," and by Mrs. Ruth O. Jeffreys of the Braswell Memorial Library 
of Rocky Mount, North Carolina, who describes "The Small Public 
Library's Interest in War Records." The March issue also publishes a 
communication in which some suggestions about the "Classification and 
Arrangement of War Records" are offered by Jacob Hodnefield of the 
staff of the Minnesota Historical Society. A note on the progress of war 
records work at Duluth appears in the February Collector. 

The work accomplished in 1944 by the Ohio War History Commis­
sion, which was established in 1942 as a state agency, is the subject of a 
report in the January issue of its publication, Communikay. War his­
tory projects in Ohio colleges and universities are described in the Febru­
ary number. 

The program and objectives of the Virginia World War II History 
Commission are described in some detail by the director, Lester J. Cap­
pon, in the News Letter of the University of Virginia for March 15. The 
statement includes tentative plans for the publication of a volume or a 
series of volumes about Virginia's role in the Second World War. 

The first number of the Liege, Belgium, edition of the Stars and 
Stripes, published on January 20, 1945, has been presented to the Minne­
sota Historical Society by Mr. Arthur A. Van Dyke of St. Paul. This 
edition of the American Army publication was "established to serve 
expressly the men at the northern end of the western front." Other edi­
tions of the same paper represented in the society's coUection of material 
relating to the Second World War were published at London, Paris, and 
Rome. The society also has acquired copies of the United States Dis­
patch, a paper issued at Teheran by and for the Persian Gulf Command. 

The ration boards of Duluth, Fairmont, Little Falls, and Rochester 
are among two hundred boards in the United States designated by the 
OPA as "record boards," the files of which are to be permanently pre­
served after the war. Under instructions from the OPA, a "record board 
is to preserve applications, records of certificates issued, registrations 
(R301, etc.), minutes of meetings, and other data created or received by 
it, so that its files will reflect the activity of that board as fully as possible 
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from the date of its first operations." Arrangements have been made, 
when the business of the boards has been concluded, to deposit the ar­
chives of the Fairmont and Little FaUs boards with the Minnesota His­
torical Society, those of the Duluth board in the Duluth Public Library, 
and those of the Rochester board with the University of Minnesota. 

Twenty-six letters written by soldiers serving in the Second World 
War have been added to the Minnesota Historical Society's collections 
by the Minneapolis Stat' Journal, to which the letters are addressed. The 
St. Paul Dispatch and the St. Paul Pioneer Press are turning over to the 
society for permanent preservation official news releases and articles pre­
pared by war correspondents in the field. 

Letters, reports, pamphlets, and other materials relating to Minne­
apolis in the Second World War which have accumulated in the office 
of the mayor of that city as well as in the office of the Minneapolis War 
History Committee have been turned over to the Minnesota Historical 
Society by the chairman of the committee, Mr. Joseph W. Zalusky. 

L O C A L H I S T O R I C A L S O C I E T I E S 

An act passed by the Minnesota legislature during the 1945 session in­
creases the amounts that county boards may appropriate for historical 
work from f 1,000 to $2,000 in counties with fewer than 25,000 inhabitants, 
from $2,000 to $3,000 where the population is from 25,000 to 75,000, 
and from $3,000 to $5,000 in counties having more than 75,000 people. The 
act, which is chapter 510 of the Laws of 1945, amends a law of 1929. Under 
the earlier law, fourteen local historical societies were receiving support 

' from their county boards in 1944. The amounts appropriated ranged from 
$50 in Lake County to $3,000 in Hennepin County. Counties now have 
an opportunity to give their historical societies support adequate for the 
proper maintenance of their museum work and other activities, and it is 
hoped that a large number of local governmental units will take advantage 
of the new law. 

Meager space in a basement room of the Lake City Library sharply 
limits the display facUities avaUable to the Lake Pepin Valley Historical 
Society, which has its headquarters in the Wabasha County community. 
Visitors will carry away only a vague impression of the functions and 
activities of the local historical group. For, aside from a few framed pic­
tures, the only objects now displayed by the society are crowded into two 
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floor cases. Undaunted, however, this regional organization has pursued 
its collecting activities in preparation for the day when adequate museum 
space will be at its disposal. In the meantime, most of the collections, in­
cluding some of real importance, are stored in a closet adjoining the dis­
play room, where they may be seen only by special arrangement with the 
society's officers. 

Of necessity, most of the objects on display are small. In character they 
are extremely varied. A caster set, a fluting iron, a butter mold, a waffle 
iron, and a sausage machine reflect the domestic activities of the Lake 
Pepin Valley pioneers. There are some firearms of early types, a foot 
warmer that burned charcoal, and a few frontier tools, including a broad 
ax. A framed lithograph of Lake City in 1867 hangs above the cases. 

In reserve are not only scores of significant items for future museum 
displays, but manuscripts, newspaper files, photographs, and similar mate­
rials that will be of unmeasured value to the future historian of the Lake 
Pepin region. There is, for example, a diary kept by George Hill, a pioneei 
who stepped off a steamboat at Read's Landing in 1857, took up land near 
Zumbro Falls, farmed there for many years, and eventually retired and 
removed to Lake City, where he died in 1892. His record, which fills 
twenty-seven closely written volumes, affords an excellent picture of farm 
life in southeastern Minnesota in the state's formative period. A manu­
script record of a very different kind is the register, for the years from 
1863 to 1867, of the Ellsworth House, a Lake City hotel. The importance 
of the river in the community's early development is indicated by the 
fact that the register includes not only the names of guests, but records of 
boats arriving at the Lake City landing. 

Unusual, as well as significant, are the birth, baptismal, and marriage 
certificates of several Pennsylvania Germans, who are among the an­
cestors of a resident of Lake City, Mr. Charles Romick. Through his inter­
est, the records have been deposited with the local historical society. The 
earliest document in the group is the baptismal certificate of Jacob Orth, 
who was born in Derry Township, Mifflin County, Pennsylvania, in 1798. 
Other documents record the births of Peter Orth in 1836 and of various 
members of the Miiller famUy in the early 1800's. The genealogical value 
of these records is obvious. They are, however, interesting from several 
other angles. They reflect, for example, the westward movement, and the 
transfer of culture and of social customs from Europe to the American East 
and thence to the Midwest. And they are significant, also, as examples of a 
folk art that is fast disappearing, for the forms on which the records are 
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carefully written in German are elaborately colored by hand or litho­
graphed by early Pennsylvania printers. The names of the latter, whose 
shops were located in such places as Harrisburg, Reading, and Allentown, 
appear in the imprints on the forms. The student of early American print­
ing, as well as one interested in art and design, will find this collection 
worth investigating. 

Files of several Lake City newspapers — the Graphic, the Graphic Sen­
tinel, the Leader, and the Republican — for the years from 1865 to the 
early 1900's have been accumulated by the Lake Pepin VaUey group. It has 
an extensive picture collection, including many small portraits in photo­
graph albums and some good views of Lake City. A large map of Min­
nesota, pubUshed by Power and Thornton at Minneapolis in 1867, is 
bordered with advertisements of Wabasha County firms and displays a 
local business directory. Mention should be made also of some archives of 
the Lake City council which have been turned over to the society. 

The Lake Pepin Valley Historical Society is regional in its scope. It 
stops neither at county nor at state lines, for it hopes in time to enlist the 
co-operation of all the communities on both the Minnesota and the Wis­
consin shores of Lake Pepin. At the same time it does not look to a county 
for support, but draws slender funds from the annual dues of some fifty 
members. The promotion of the society's museum is the special province 
of Mr. Francis H. Kemp of Lake City, vice-president of the organization. 

B . L . H . 

About two hundred people attended the annual meeting of the Thun­
der Bay Historical Society at Fort William on January 10. The chief fea­
ture of the program was an address by Professor Fred Landon of the 
University of Western Ontario, who discussed the Great Lakes and their 
significance in Canadian and American history. Mr. Erie Smith was 
elected president of the society, succeeding Mr. J. P. Bertrand, president of 
the organization during the past four years. 

Under the auspices of the Anoka County Historical Society, a showing 
of the film "Minnesota Document" was arranged at Anoka on January 23. 
The history of Champlin was the subject of comment by Mrs. Arthur Reed 
and Mrs. Paul Heard at a meeting of the society held at Anoka on 
March 12. 

Announcement that the county commissioners have appropriated three 
hundred dollars for the maintenance of the Chippewa County Historical 
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Society's museum was made at a meeting of the organization at Monte­
video on March 20. The museum, which is housed in a log cabin, has been 
closed for three years. A feature of the program presented at the society's 
March meeting was a showing of "Minnesota Document." 

To defray the expenses involved in maintaining its museum, the Fill­
more County Historical Society received an appropriation of five hundred 
dollars from the county coinmissioners when they met in February. The 
home of the late Mrs. John C. Mills became the property of the society 
under the terms of her wiU, and a museum has been established in the 
house (see ante, p. 89). The society was incorporated in April, 1944. 

"The Minnesota Youth' Correction Act" was explained by Michael J. 
Dillon to members of the Hennepin County Historical Society at the or­
ganization's annual meeting, which was held in Minneapolis on Janu­
ary 24. Reports were presented by the officers of the society, including 
Miss Ruth Thompson, secretary, and Edward A. Blomfield, director of 
the museum. All officers were re-elected for the coming year. They include, 
in addition to Miss Thompson, Mr. Robert E. Scott, president, Mr. Dana 
Frear, vice-president, and Mr. Leland F. Leland, treasurer. At a meeting 
of the society held on March 14, Mr. K. A. Kirkpatrick spioke on "Henne­
pin County Agent Work." The society's organization and growth were 
described by Mr. Blomfield before meetings of the Lynnhurst Study Club 
on March 27 and the Minneapolis Men's Professional Club on April 12. 

Mr. Val E. Kasparek, historian of the Morrison County Historical 
Society, reviewed some of the events connected with the early history of 
Little FaUs and its vicinity before a town meeting held at Little Falls on 
February 26. He is the author of a sketch, appearing in the Little Falls 
Herald for March 2, of the Morrison County ghost town of Swan River. 

Reporting to the board of directors of the Nicollet County Historical 
Society at a quarterly meeting on January 29, Mrs. M. E. Stone announced 
that its museum has assembled a total of 559 articles of local historical inter­
est. More than four hundred visitors have viewed the museum displays in 
recent months. Mrs. Stone is curator of the society's museum. 

The Bulletin of the Nobles County Historical Society for January pre­
sents a sketch of "Worthington Seventy Five Years Ago" by George 
Thornton. Notes on recent accessions and activities and a list of the so­
ciety's life members occupy the remainder of the issue. It announces that 
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the county has been divided into seven districts, each of which has been 
placed under the supervision of a director of the society. Each director has 
been instructed to "appoint a Corresponding Secretary in each township 
and vUlage in his district, and be responsible for the promotion of the 
interests of the Society therein." The secretaries will undertake to collect 
objects for the society's museum, to obtain new members, and to record 
material for the society's files or for publication in its Bulletin. 

A movement is under way at Faribault for the purchase by the Better 
Faribault Association of a house buUt in 1852 by the city's founder, Alex­
ander Faribault. Under consideration are not only the permanent preserva­
tion of the house, but its use by the Rice County Historical Society for 
museum purposes. 

The sum of a thousand dollars for the maintenance of the Roseau 
County Historical Society's museum was appropriated by the county board 
early this year. The salary of the curator, Mr. P. O. Fryklund, will be paid 
from this fund. The society is housed in a modern municipal building at 
Roseau. An extensive collection of fossils, ornithological specimens, and 
the like assembled by Mr. Fryklund and long displayed in the museum, 
has been purchased by the society. Funds for the purchase of the collection 
are being raised by public subscription. The decision to purchase the col­
lection was made at a special meeting of the society held on January 19. 

As the fifth of a series of articles on "Our Cultural Institutions," the 
Duluth News-Tribune presents, in its issue for February 18, an illustrated 
account of the St. Louis County Historical Society by Corah L. Col­
brath, its secretary. She reviews the history of the organization, which was 
founded in 1922, describes some of its more important collections, and 
tells how they are utilized by tourists and students. Among the illustra­
tions are a picture of Tweed HaU in Duluth, where the society is housed, 
and a view of one of the museum rooms. 

Reports were presented and officers elected at the annual meeting of 
the Waseca County Historical Society at Waseca on January 8. The newly 
elected officers include R. T. Barry, president, D. S. Cummings, vice-
president, H. A. Panzram, secretary, and Arthur Brisbane, treasurer. 

Three successful meetings of the Washington County Historical So­
ciety were held at StiUwater in the first quarter of 1945. The history of 
Gray Cloud Island was the subject discussed by Miss Frances Parker of 
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Newport before a meeting held on January 20. On February 24 Miss Flora 
McGuire reviewed the story of the Twin Lake School in May Township, 
revealing that the school district was organized in 1873 and that a school-
house was buUt in the following year at a cost of a thousand dollars. Ex­
tracts from Miss McGuire's paper appear in the Stillwater Weekly Gazette 
for March i. Mr. WiUiam Benitt spoke on the Dumbarton Oaks proposals 
before a public meeting of the society held on March 22. 

L O C A L H I S T O R Y I T E M S 

By the end of March the articles contributed to the Blue Earth County 
Enterprise by the Reverend Charles E. McCoUey had reached an im­
pressive total, for the issue of March 29 carries the fifty-seventh in his series 

• of narratives of pioneer life in southern Minnesota. It deals with threshing 
on a frontier farm. Some of the agricultural implements and machinery 
used during Mr. McCoUey's youth are described in the issue for March 22. 

The Church of the Holy Trinity of New Ulm, Minn.: A Record of J5 
Years of Achievement is the title of a substantial illustrated volume pub­
lished to commemorate the diamond jubilee of this Catholic congregation 
(1944. 250 p.) . The story of the establishment of the parish by the Rev­
erend Alexander Berghold, biographical sketches of the pastors who suc­
ceeded him, descriptions of the various structures erected by the parish, 
and accounts of the schools, hospitals, and the like that are connected with 
the parish are presented in great detail. There is little, however, about the 
community in which these institutions have developed. Mention should 
perhaps be made of a brief review of the founding of New Ulm and of two 
reminiscent narratives of the Sioux Outbreak by survivors. 

The fact that "New Ulm Knew Steamboat Days" is brought out in an 
article in the New Ulm Review for March 15, which recalls the activities 
of the New Ulm Transportation Company, organized in the spring of 
1869. Among the boats that plied the waters of the Minnesota, carrying 
freight and passengers to and from New Ulm, was the "Otter," which was 
owned by Captain Jacob Hindermann. Some of its trips are described in 
the present article, as are the operations of pleasure launches used in a 
later period. 

A recent contribution to the study of Minnesota's nationality groups 
is John Stefan's article on "The Romanians in So. St. Paul, Minn.," which 
appears in the New Pioneer of Cleveland for January. As a background 
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for the story of the Romanians of this Minnesota community, the writer 
reviews the development of the community and its chief industry, which 
centers in the St. Paul Union Stock Yards. He gives prominence to one 
large packing plant "because the first Romanian immigrants found em­
ployment and good treatment" there and it still employs many Ro­
manians. From a nucleus of twelve in 1904, according to Mr. Stefan, the 
Romanian group has grown into a substantial community, which con­
tinues its industrial association with the packing plants. The social customs, 
organizations, clubs, and churches of the group are singled out for special 
discussion. One feature of the narrative that will not be overlooked by 
students of settlement is the lists of names of Romanians who have lived in 
South St. Paul at one time or another. The "traditional boarding houses" 
in which most of the Romanian newcomers lived before their families 
joined them in the New World also are described. 

Articles published in the monthly issues of St. Michaels Bulletin from 
September, 1943, to June, 1944, review the history of a Catholic parish 
located in the Riverview district of St. Paul. The opening installment 
commemorates the seventy-fifth anniversary of the church, which was 
founded in West St. Paul in 1868. 

Timely "Minnesota Memories" are attractively presented by Miss Ruth 
Thompson of the Minneapolis Public Library in a column that has ap­
peared on the editorial page of the Minneapolis Morning Tribune every, 
Monday since January i. Appropriately, the series opens with an account 
of some frontier Minnesota New Year's celebrations. Among the subjects 
of later contributions are early Minneapolis directories, January 15; Lincoln 
and Minnesota, February 12; musical organizations and concerts in pio­
neer Minneapolis, March 5; and early Easter parades, March 26. 

"Historical Land-Marks" in the record of Our Saviour's Lutheran 
Church of Minneapolis are listed in a booklet issued to commemorate the 
congregation's diamond jubilee in December, 1944. The chronological list 
opens with the date December 6, 1869, when the congregation was or­
ganized by the Reverend N . T. Ylvisaker. 

Various phases of the logging industry are touched upon in recent 
issues of the Grand Rapids Herald-Review in its column entitled "Up in 
This Neck of the Woods." Changes in the specifications defined for 
profitable timber are described in the column published on January 10. 
The "lessened size of the timber accepted in the market" is indicated by 
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the fact that whereas in the early days of the industry "timber averaged 
about ten logs to the thousand feet of lumber," in later years the size 
"dropped until about 30 logs were required to make a thousand feet." 
The many shingle mUls that operated in Itasca County from 1900 to 
1925 are described in the column for February 14, which notes that the 
mills utilized the "abundant supplies of white cedar avaUable in almost 
every part of the county." A pioneer logger, Mr. George E. Scott of Mud 
Lake, is the subject of a sketch published on January 31. 

The organization of a historical society in the grade school at Stewart 
in McLeod County is announced in the Stewart Tribune for February 22. 
The pupils plan to survey the community for articles of historic value that 
can be displayed in a school museum. 

The Ladies' Floral Club of Austin, which was organized on March 16, 
1869, marked its seventy-fifth anniversary at a meeting held at Austin on 
October 9, 1944. Accounts of the organization and meeting of the club, 
which was the earliest women's club established in the state, of its twenty-
fifth and fiftieth anniversaries, and of its more recent activities were 
presented by Mrs. H. W. Hurlbut, who drew much of her information 
from manuscript records and newspaper reports. 

Under the title "Austin School History Traced from Log Structure in 
1855," "̂ he development of Austin's educational system is reviewed by 
Josephine Kremer in the Austin Daily Herald for February 15. Emphasis 
is placed upon the buildings used by the city's school, from the log house 
of 1855 to the modern high school erected in 1921. 

Some aspects of pioneer social life are described by Mark E. Robey in 
a series of sketches of the "Early History of Sandstone and Vicinity" that 
have been appearing in the Pine County Courier of Sandstone since De­
cember 7. The text of an "ordinance relative to vagrants" passed by the 
vUlage council in 1889 is given in the installment for December 21. 

A sketch of the Grove Lake School in Pope County, which was organ­
ized in 1866 and occupied its first building three years later, appears in the 
Pope County Tribune for January 4. Included are a chronological list of 
teachers, a list of clerks of the school district, and notes on some of the 
pupils who have attained a degree of prominence. 

Two series of articles exploiting spectacular incidents in St. Paul's past 
have been appearing in the St. Paul Shopper. The first, by Horace N. 
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Buggy, bears the general tide "Down Memory Lane," and includes ac­
counts of the Grand Opera House fire of 1889, in the issue of January 24; 
of the building of the Aberdeen Hotel, in the number for February 7; 
and of some early bicycle races between St. Paul and Minneapolis teams, 
in the issue for February 21. Under the heading "Forgotten Facts about 
St. Paul," Mark Fitzpatrick tells of the wives of some prominent St. Paul 
pioneers on February 14, and he recalls some of the city's early streets on 
March 28. 
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