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preserved by the Goodhue County society is equal to the Johnson diary in
length, but it records a career of a very different type. It was kept by
Oliver P. Francisco, a musician who settled in Red Wing in 1856, organ-
ized a string band there, and was active as a music teacher. His daily
record covers the years from 1860 to 1926.

The active leadership of the Goodhue County Historical Society
rests with its president, Mr. C. A. Rasmussen of Red Wing. He not only
built up its collections and arranged them in the present quarters, but
he draws upon them for frequent news releases which appear in several
county newspapers under the title “Historical Potpourri.” With the aid
of a secretary, he lists the items displayed in the museum, and he is
now engaged in collecting a body of war records. Teachers throughout
the county, as well as in outlying localities, are encouraged to visit the
museum with their classes, and about twenty-five groups are entertained
each year. B.L.H.

Files of Becker County newspapers preserved by the Becker County
Historical Society are listed in the Detroit Lakes Record for April 19.
Papers for the years from 1886 to 1929 are included in the collection.
With the list is an announcement stating that those wishing to consult
the files “can get the keys to the library from the attendant at the
museum any afternoon from two to five.”

The acquisition by the Blue Earth County Historical Society of some
important manuscripts relating to the activities of the Mankato Settlers
Association, a land claim organization of the 1850’s, is announced in the
Mankato Free Press for April 10, The documents were among the
papers of the late John A. Willard. Quotations appearing in the Free
Press indicate that they contain data of primary interest for the early
history of Mankato.

A photograph of an oil painting by Anton Gag, depicting an early
Brown County grist mill at Iberia, has been obtained by Mr. Fred W.
Johnson for the Brown County Historical Society, according to an an-
nouncement in the New Ulm Review for June 7. The picture is owned
by Mr. Henry Schwerdtfeger of Burbank, California, whose father,
August Schwerdtfeger, co-operated with Herman Plath in building the
mill about 1872. The photograph was obtained for the Brown County
society by Miss Emily Brown, a former resident of Traverse des Sioux.
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A brief outline of the history of the mill appears in the Review. From
the local historical society’s picture collection are drawn many of the
photographs reproduced in a series of advertisements for Schells’ beer,
published in the New Ulm Daily Journal in recent months. Explanatory
data appearing with the pictures are based upon information furnished
by Mr. Johnson. Most of the pictures are of local people and local scenes.

The Carver County Historical Society has received an appropriation
of $800.00 from the county board for the year 1945-46. The sum was
granted at a meeting of the board held on July 9. Officers of the society,
including its president, Mr. O. D. Sell, attended the meeting. On behalf
of the society, they presented the county with an enlarged photograph of
a portrait of Jonathan Carver, the explorer for whom the county is named.

Many enthusiastic visitors attended an open house arranged in the
Chippewa County Historical Society’s museum in the Windom Building
at Montevideo on May 25. Special committees were named by the presi-
dent of the society, Dr. Anna Amrud, to arrange exhibits of costumes,
pottery, pictures, Indian articles, Civil War items, pioneer household
utensils, and the like for this evening opening. Since early in the spring
the museum has been open to visitors regularly on Tuesday and Thurs-
day afternoons. A grant of $300.00 made possible the reopening of the
museum, which had been closed for three years. In addition to its rooms
in the Windom Building, the Chippewa County society has available two
log cabins that may be used for displays in the future. One is located on
the fair grounds, and the other in Smith Park. The latter, which is
known as the Wilkinson cabin, was turned over to the society recently
by the city council of Montevideo.

Members of the Cottonwood County Historical Society arranged a
program presented before the Windom Community Club on May 21. The
principal speaker was Dr. Lewis Beeson of the Minnesota Historical
Society, who explained “The Value of a Historical Society” to a com-
munity. The local society was represented by Dr. H. C. Beise and Mr.
E. E. Gillam, who recalled the founding and early years of the organ-
ization and told of its need for museum quarters.

An appeal for material for display in the museum of the Fillmore
County Historical Society at Preston, issued by Mrs. P. L. Wilson, its
president, appears in the Harmony News for June 7.
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Members of the Hennepin County Historical Society gathered at
Loring Park in Minneapolis on June 16 for the organization’s annual
outing and picnic. A program revolving about the history of the park
and its vicinity was arranged for the occasion. Under the guidance of
Mr. Herbert T. Park, Mr. Ward H. Benton, and Mr, Dana W. Frear,
groups of picnickers visited historic sites in the park and listened to talks
on their significance. “Early Park Board Actions on Loring Park” were
recalled by Mr. Francis A. Gross, president of the Minneapolis park
board. A feature of the gathering was the dedication of a tree, which
eventually will be accompanied by a marker, commemorating the serv-
ices to the society of the late Edward C. Gale. The dedicatory address
was given by Mr. Bergmann Richards, a vice-president of the Minnesota
Historical Society. '

Fur traders’ routes in what is now Lake County leading from Beaver
Bay and Pork Bay northward to the Hudson Bay country are described
by Judge William E. Scott in the Two Harbors Chronicle and Times
for May 31. His contribution appears under the title “Old Relic Recalls
Early Trading Routes.” Judge Scott reports the recent gift to the Lake
County Historical Society of the gun barrel of a flintlock musket found
near Birch Lake, where, he believes, it probably was left by an early
trader.

Mrs. B. T. Willson of Rochester, president of the Olmsted County His-
torical Society, was among the speakers who addressed a gathering of
more than five hundred old settlers and others interested in local history
at Pleasant Grove on June 17. She urged members of the group to pre-
serve and give proper care to manuscripts, records, and objects of historical
value existing in the community, and invited all to visit the county
society’s museum in Rochester. An outline of the history of the town-
ship was read by Mrs. Otto Bernard. A historical exhibit reflecting the
backgrounds of organizations, schools, churches, and individuals in the
township was arranged in a local schoolhouse.

A historical sketch of Jasper, prepared by a pioneer of the community,
Christian O. Berdahl, was read by Miss Thelma Haugen before a meet-
ing of the Pipestone County Old Settlers Historical Society at Pipestone
on June 16. Mr. Berdahl’s narrative, which took the form of a remi-
niscent letter, is published in full in the Jasper Journal for June 21 and 28.
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“Pioneering in Minnesota” was the subject of an address presented
by Mr. Willoughby M. Babcock, curator of the museum of the Minne-
sota Historical Society, before the summer meeting of the Polk County
Historical Society, held at Huot State Park near Crookston on June 24.

The most recent addition to the roll of local historical societies in
Minnesota is the St. Anthony Park Historical Society of St. Paul,
organized at a meeting held in the district’s branch library on May 20.
About a hundred residents of St. Anthony Park attended the meeting.
The program arranged for the occasion included talks and addresses by
Judge Kenneth G. Brill, president of the Minnesota Historical Society,
Dean Theodore C. Blegen, one of the state organization’s vice-presidents,
and Willoughby M. Babcock, curator of its museum. Professor Andrew
Boss was elected president of the new society; Mrs. T. C. Blegen and
William Boss were named vice-presidents; Harriet Sewall is secretary;
and Margaret Egan, treasurer. The new society’s first offering was a
display of toys arranged early in June in the St. Anthony Park branch
library. The exhibit is described in the Sz. Paul Pioneer Press for June 17.

The experiences of Minnesota settlers who emigrated from the Isle
of Man and established homes at Greenvale in the early 1850’s were
recounted by Mrs. S. V. Silliman in a paper presented before a meeting
of the Rice County Historical Society at Northfield on May 22. The
speaker’s narrative centered about her grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. John
Clague, who were members of the colony. A talk on the Isle of Man
was given by Mrs. David Bryn-Jones. The proposed purchase by the
Faribault Foundation of a house built in 1853 and occupied at Faribault
by the city’s founder, Alexander Faribault, was discussed, and announce-
ment was made that after the house is acquired the deed will be trans-
ferred to the local historical society. Arrangements for the purchase were
completed late in June, when the officers of the society appointed Mr.
Guerdon Allen as chairman of a committee to supervise the recondi-
tioning of the house. Its preservation as a historic museum is assured as
a result of the joint action of citizens of Faribault and the county his-
torical society.

Under the sponsorship of the Roseau County Historical Society, a
celebration commemorating the fiftieth anniversary of the organization
of the county was staged at Roseau on June 24. The principal speaker for
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the occasion was the Honorable Stafford King, state auditor. A pageant
depicting scenes from the early history of the county was presented.
Arrangements were made to turn over any profits resulting from the
celebration to the society’s museum fund.

“Adventures in Historical Research” was the subject of an address
presented by Dean Theodore C. Blegen of the graduate school in the
University of Minnesota before the annual meeting of the St. Louis
County Historical Society at Duluth on May 31. About seventy people
attended the meecting.

The reopening of the museum of the Stearns County Historical So-
ciety in the courthouse at St. Cloud is announced in the St. Cloud Daily
Times for May 4, where some of its special displays are described.
Because the space was needed for a defense organization, the museum
has been closed for more than three years. Under the supervision of Mrs.
L. A. Williams, it is now open to the public on Saturday mornings and
on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons.

The Washington County Historical Society opened its museum for
the summer with a program and a silver tea on June 16. The speaker
was Dr. R. B. Harvey of Stillwater, who reported on the excavation of
Indian mounds in the St. Croix Valley. At a meeting of the society held
on April 21, Mr. Lou Orr reviewed the history of the Basswood Grove
Episcopal Church, which was established in 1863. Under the auspices
of the society, about forty people traveled to Prairie du Chien on June 8
to visit the Dousman House and other historic sites in the community.

LocaL History ITEMS

In a series of articles entitled “Memories from the Fireplace,” pub-
lished in the Anoka County Union of Anoka, T. G. J. Pease presents
glimpses of social history in the vicinity. The old Ticknor drug store is
described in the issue for April 25; some pioneer delicacies are recalled
on May 2; early phonographs and telegraphy are the subjects touched
upon in the issue for May 16; and some of the writer’s boyhood chores
are described on June 30.

The Amboy Herald, the Blue Earth County Enterprise of Mapleton,
and the Winnebago City Enterprise continue to present articles about
frontier events and pioneer life in Minnesota by the Reverend Charles
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E. McColley. The Amboy series, which now numbers more than sixty
articles, includes some revealing pictures of frontier social life. Among
the subjects of recent instaliments are games and amusements, April 27;
visiting day on a frontier farm, June 8; early Sunday school picnics,
June 22; and frontier Fourth of July celebrations, June 29. The author’s
recollections of wheat raising, milling, and marketing, presented in the
issue of June 20, and his descriptions of early harvesting and threshing
machines, published on May 4 and 18, will be of interest to students
of agricultural history.

Deceased veterans of the Civil War and later conflicts who are buried
in New Ulm cemeteries are listed in the New Ulm Review for May 24.

Fine race horses owned by Mr. William Huevelmann and other resi-
dents of New Ulm in the early decades of the present century gave the
city a reputation as a “Horse Racing Center” and attracted sportsmen
from far and wide to the Brown County fair, according to an article in
the New Ulm Review for April 19.

A congregation at Mountain Lake in Minnesota is the subject of a
“Brief History of the Bethel Mennonite Church” by Marcella Franz
published in the Mennonite Historical Bulletin for June. The story of the
church is traced from its organization in 188g.

With three installments appearing in the April, May, and June issues
of Minnesota Medicine, the “History of Medicine in Goodhue County”
which opened in the February issue is concluded (see ante, p. 173). Sig-
nificant events of the decade from 1890 to 1900 are reviewed in the April
number. The remainder of the section and the installments that follow
are devoted to notes on physicians who have practiced in the county.
Among them are a few distinguished names, such as Dr. J. C. Gronvold
of Wanamingo, Dr. Charles N. Hewitt of Red Wing, and Dr. William
W. Sweney of Red Wing.

The eightieth anniversary of the founding of the First National
Bank of Red Wing is the occasion for the publication of a brief review
of its history in the Daily Republican Eagle of Red Wing for June 20.
The bank was organized on June 20, 1865, by six local businessmen.

The sixty years from 1885 to 1945 during which the real-estate firm
of Thorpe Brothers has been active in Minneapolis furnish the theme
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for an attractive anniversary booklet entitled Helping to Write Minne-
apolis History (20 p.). It presents a “brief story of the progress these
6o years have brought,” not only for the firm, but for the city and the
community. Paralleling the narrative of Thorpe Brothers’ founding, early
struggles, and later expansion are thumbnail sketches at the foot of each
page of some of the city’s early landmarks, such as the Falls of St.
Anthony and the courthouse. A few of the firm’s major developments,
including the Country Club area and Sunny Slope, are described in
special sections.

A pamphlet about Tke First Fifty Years of the Young-Quinlan Com-
pany of Minneapolis contains reprints of nine newspaper advertisements
published in March, 1944, to mark the firm’s golden anniversary (1945.
11 p.). They deal with such events in its history as the opening day,
the fire that destroyed the company’s first store, and the building of its
present home.

That “Norway’s Renegade Hamsun Once Preached in Minneapolis
Church” is recalled by Hjalmar Bjornson in an article published in the
Minneapolis Tribune for June 10. It is based to a large extent upon
Rasmus B. Anderson’s recollections of Knut Hamsun as recorded in the
former’s autobiography of 1915. The Norwegian author lived in Minne-
apolis and the Northwest for a short time in the 1880’s.

“The Kitty Ging Murder Case,” which was a center of interest in
Minneapolis for more than a year following December 3, 1894, is the
subject of a feature article in the Minneapolis Sunday Tribune for July 1.
The same paper presents, in its issue for June 24, an account by Catherine
Burke of a local “Bizarre Murder at Turn of Century,” when Frank
Hamilton killed Leonard R. Day.

Wages received and prices paid on the Minnesota frontier are re-
called by Mr. O. J. Niles of Grand Rapids in an interview published
in the Grand Rapids Herald-Review for April 18, in the column entitled
“Up in This Neck of Woods.” Mr. Niles’ family settled in Olmsted
County in the early 1860’s, and he removed to Itasca County in 1905;
thus, he has experienced frontier conditions at first hand in two sections
of Minnesota. Wild game and other natural resources to which the
northern Minnesota pioneer turned for his food supply are described
in the same column for April 11. In the issue for June 13, the story of
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early settlement in the Bowstring Lake area is reviewed, and some
information about the origin of the name is presented. Pioneer burial
places and early drug stores in Grand Rapids are the subjects of the
columns for June 20 and 2.

The names of “deceased soldiers and sailors . . . who are buried in
Martin County cemeteries” are listed in the Fairmont Daily Sentinel
for May 31. The arrangement is by wars, communities, and cemeteries.
In most instances, the unit with which the individual served is given.
The list reveals that men who served in the War of 1812, the Mexican
War, the Civil War, the Spanish-American War, and the First and
Second World wars are buried in Martin County.

The founding of the Stewartville Co-operative Creamery Association
is recalled in an article in the Stewartville Star for June %, which calls
attention to its thirtieth anniversary. The organization meeting in 1914,
the erection of a creamery building, and later improvements in equip-
ment are described.

A pioneer settler, Thyge N. Ulvigen, who “Took Homstead on Site
of Fergus Falls in 1866,” is the subject of a brief article in the Fergus
Falls Daily Journal for May 1. An item is quoted from the Journal of
June 25, 1874, in which the statement is made that Ulvigen was the
“first white man to take a claim after the Sioux outbreak” on the site
of the present city.

Under the title The Saint Paul Community Chest in Its Twenty-fifth
Year, the St. Paul welfare agency has published a pamphlet commem-
orating the passing of a quarter century since its organization in 1920
(1945. 19 p.). Sections are devoted to the opening decade, to the de-
pression years and the reorganization that followed, and to the chest’s
role in the Second World War. Lists of campaign chairmen, chest presi-
dents, and of the amounts subscribed each year are included in the
pamphlet.

A booklet about The House of Hope Presbyterian Church, St. Paul
has been published by the congregation “in the hope that it may help
the members of this church to know its background, to understand all
that is told in the storied windows, all that is implied in the rich sym-
bolism of design and carving.” It opens with a note on the “origin of
the name,” which was suggested by the pioneer pastor, Edward D. Neill
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There follows a short chapter on the history of the church, which traces
its origin back to Neill’s First Presbyterian Church of 1849. The chief value
of the booklet, however, lies in its detailed description of the church’s
architectural features. Included are eight pages of colored plates, pic-
turing the exterior of the church and some of its stained glass windows.

“Redwood Falls in 1869 is recalled by one of its oldest residents,
Mr. Alexander Schmahl, in an interview published in the Redwood
Gazette for April 17. When Mr. Schmahl’s father took his family to the
little settdement in 1869 it numbered only two hundred people.

“The Story of the Dawson Road,” which extended from Fort Wil-
liam to Fort Garry, is recounted by Earl V. Chapin in a narrative
appearing in installments in the Warroad Pioneer for March 15 and 22.
The writer explains that “from Lake Superior to the Northwest Angle
the Dawson Road was primarily a water route,” but that at the northern-
most point of Minnesota “water-borne freight, mail and passengers were
loaded onto carts and stage for the last lap” of the journey to the Cana-
dian Red River settlement. Incongruous as it may seem, Mr. Chapin
reveals, at the point where the transfer was made a Canadian community
was established on American territory. Contemporary descriptions of the
village, which was known as Nor’West Angle, are quoted by the author,
who also describes some of the journeys made over the Dawson Road
in the 1870’s. An article on “The River St. Pierre,” in which an effort
is made to determine the identity of the first white man to see the
Warroad River, is published in the issue of the Pioneer for April 26.
In the same paper for June 14 and 21, Mr. Chapin reprints in two in-
stallments his “History of. the Roseau Valley,” which appeared originally
in Minnesota History for December, 1943.

That the establishment of a public library at Benson resulted from the
efforts of a women’s literary club, the Coterie, and particularly from
the work of one of its leaders, Mrs. C. L. Scofield, is emphasized in an
article about the early history of the library appearing in the Swift
County Monitor of Benson for April 6. From 1906, when a modest
reading room was opened in a local bank, the story of the library is
traced through the period when a separate building was erected to house
it in 1913. The approval of a library tax and the obtaining of a Carnegie
grant were among the steps leading to the success of the project.
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Some of Duluth’s dramatic history is reviewed by Rae Hargrave in an
illustrated feature article entitled “Fifty Years Behind the Scenes,” which
appears in the “Cosmopolitan” section of the Duluth News-Tribune for
May 13. The point of departure for the narrative is an interview with
Frank Gullingsrud and Peter Nelson, who have been members of the
local stagehands’ union since 1895. Included is some information about
the history of the union, of which Mr. Gullingsrud is now president.
Popular attractions, like “Ben Hur,” and well-known theatrical figures,
like Fiske O’Hara, were seen frequently in Duluth before the day of the
movies, according to this account. Among the illustrations are pictures
of some of the theaters in which legitimate drama was played in Duluth.

How “Frantic Duluth Citizens Worked All Night in Defiance of the
U. S. Government to Dig the Famous Duluth Ship Canal” is explained
by Clifford W. Campbell in a feature article appearing in the Minne-
apolis Sunday Tribune for June 3. Many of the local tales that have
grown up about the story of the building of the canal are brought to-
gether in this narrative. Many of them relate to the early rivalry between
Duluth and Superior.

Information about “three-generation farms on Yankee Ridge in Morris
Township” of Stevens County is contained in a letter from Grace C. Hall
of Creswell, Oregon, published in the Morris Tribune for June 8. Miss
Hall tells of several families that settled in the vicinity in the early 1870’
and are still represented there. A “four-generation farm” owned by Mr.
Kenneth Larson in Swan Lake Township is the subject of a sketch in
the issue for June 22.
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