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page contained opinions of the editor on national, state, and com-
munity affairs; and editorial utterances from other newspapers were
clipped and distributed liberally throughout the paper. It was an
incredibly dull territorial journal which did not, in some fashion,
reflect the opinions and personality of its editor.

Territorial newspapers were almost invariably town boosters.
Land promotion concerns were directly interested in some of them,
but the great majority of papers, although not owned by land com-
panies, were editorially vocal on behalf of community development.
Writing retrospectively for the issue which closed the first volume
of the Winona Republican on November 25, 1856, the editor gave
expression to sentiments typifying the desire of the western pub-
lisher to let Easterners know the advantages of his particular Garden
of Eden: “Its weekly visits to hundreds of firesides in far eastern
homes,” reads the editorial, “have not been unproductive, we be-
lieve, of good to our bluff-encircled young city, and to the inviting
country that stretches away behind it to the fountains of the winding
St. Peter. Its favorable but truthful accounts of Southern Minnesota
and its invaluable resources — of which ‘the half has not been told’ —
have not been without their due influence in bringing to our shores
the thousands who have during the past summer found homes
amongst us.”

Early Minnesota editors indicated their independence of spirit
by occasional gibes at Easterners and Far Westerners. “The report
that the Pacific is to be enlarged, for the purpose of accommodat-
ing the growing commerce of California,” wrote the editor of the
Mantorville Express in the number for August 13, 1857, “is without
any foundation whatever.” The December 23, 1857, issue of the
Chatfield Democrat quoted an item from the Boston Post to the
effect that “At Chicago the Mississippi river is full of ice, and navi-
gation has closed north of Dubuque.” The Democrat commented,
“That is about equal to the paragraph which appeared in the
columns of the [New York] Tribune which located Keokuk in
the south western part of Iowa, and displays about as much knowl-
edge of western geography as did the London paper which made
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the starting announcement that the Mississippi river was frozen
over as far up as Pittsburg. Schoolmasters are wanted in the east.”

The Democrat lost few opportunities to comment unfavorably
on Horace Greeley’s New York Tribune. The thirdhand comment
which follows, taken from the Boston Post by the New York Ledger
and picked up by the Chatfield Democrat of October 14, 1857, indi-
cates the extent of party bickering in the 1850’: “The New York
Tribune seems to revel in accounts of loathsome licentiousness. It
lets slip no opportunity to parade in its columns the details of vice,
colored and adorned with the wits and fancies of editorial imagina-
tions which seem to glow with unusual and congenial lustre, when-
ever immorality is the theme.” The Democrat then appended its
own comment: “By’r lady! these be parlour words! —but what
cares the Tribune? The editors of that philosophical journal, un-
doubtedly understand the tastes and moral szates of their readers;
and simply give them what they ask for. Whether the employment
is a laudable one is quite another question; and whether the readers
and admirers of the Tribune are at this date the sort of people to be
corrupted by anything ‘pernicious’ is still another. We rather think
it is too late for the old subscribers.” More pointed and readable is
the humorous piece in the March 3, 1858, issue of the Democrat,
captioned, “Paper Blankets,” which discusses the kind of dreams
one might have when using certain newspapers as blankets. When
the experimenter used the New York Tribune he “thought the
world was turning black, saw a host of women dressed in breeches,
and eating bran bread together, also saw black spirits and monkeys.”

Community-conscious pioneer editors did more than extol the
virtues of their towns and make caustic comment on eastern pub-
lishers. They urged civic improvements, warned against the evils
of speculation and inflation, rejoiced over benefits or advantages
obtained by their fellow-townsmen, and expressed their political and
ethical opinions, frequently with reckless fervor.

The Republican persistently kept after Winonans during the
middle fifcies with regard to the need for public school facilities.
In an editorial urging the organization of an adequate educational
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system, the editor reminded his readers that “Winona is without a
single institution worthy of being called even a primary common
school.” A few months later the Republican printed an impassioned
plea by a local poet, entitled “Our Glory and Our Shame.”*® After
calling attention to the agricultural bounty and business prosperity
of the community, the writer asserted, with both rhyme and reason:
In this fair town we so much praise,
Where near five thousand people dwell,

No scHooL HOUSE yet attracts the gaze,
Nor peals its humanizing bell.

Rhymed comment on a local situation appeared in the February 19,
1856, issue of the Republican. It could very well have been the work
of editor Sam Whiting, who frequently rushed into verse where
poets might have feared to tread. A new steamboat, to be called the
“Bonny Boat,” had been proposed for the run between Winona and
La Crosse. The writer paid tribute to it in doggerel rhyme:
Our bonny boat, long may she float,
Upon our noble river.

We have no fears — hip, hip, three cheers —
Our bonny boat forever.

The Republican appears to have done a better than average job
in its early years in promoting the cultural interests of its readers.
The following excerpt from an editorial urging the formation of a
literary association throws interesting light on the way in which
frontier communities compensated for lack of educational and cul-
tural facilities: “Now that . . . the long winter evenings are at hand,
would it not be well to provide for a series of lectures,” the writer
inquired. He believed that the people of Winona could hardly expect
to hear “professional lecturers,” but he suggested a “plan which we
have seen tried with good success in other young towns. It is this—
let some active person procure an agreement from all who . . . will
deliver a voluntary lecture. A committee . . . will designate the
evening upon which each person will lecture, and give notice of
the place, time and subject.” The editor felt sure that many com-

® Winona Republican, May s, August 4, 1857.
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petent lecturers could be found among the ranks of local clergymen,
lawyers, and physicians.*®

With intersectional conflict looming more and more ominously
on the national horizon in the closing years of the decade, it is
not surprising that Minnesota territorial papers should have been
seriously, and often vociferously, concerned with political, economic,
and ethical issues of country-wide significance. Editors assailed each
other and each other’s papers and parties with little reserve. The
Chatfield Democrat, in its issue of September 11, 1857, warned its
Norwegian Democratic readers to be on guard against misrepresen-
tations being made against the Democratic party in the terri-
tory through the columns of the Norwegian paper, Emigranten.
Although the paper was published in Wisconsin, it was circulated
gratuitously among Norwegians of Minnesota Territory by “Black
Republican wire pullers of this Territory.” In an editorial taunting
Republicans over the Democratic victory of 1857 the Chatfield
Democrat referred to the Republican party as “split-up — half white,
half black no party at all.” In the same editorial the writer pro-
duced a choice specimen of personal invective with his reference
to a St. Paul editor as the “drunken bloated donkey of the ‘Minne-
sotian.” At about the same time the Red Wing Sentinel wrote of
its rival, the Red Wing Republican: “The Republican has become
so notorious for lying as to be totally unworthy of belief. It is edited
and superintended by old maids and broken down ministers.” "’

On the issues of free and slave territory and of slavery in general
the Winona Republican and the Chatfield Democrat presented
contrasting editorial views, typical to some extent of divergent
opinion on these matters in the North just before the advent of the
1860’s. Not many Minnesota papers probably were pro-Southern,
but some Democrats in the territory, as well as throughout the
North, took their politics with sectional as well as ideological sea-
soning. Up until May, 1858, at least, the Chatfield Democrat appears
to have had pro-Southern leanings. Its “Carrier Boy’s New Years

8 Winona Republican, November- 25, 1856.
¥ Chatfield Democrat, November 11, 1857; Red Wing Republican, November 6,

1857.
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Address,” in the issue for January 6, 1858, included the following
rhymed reference to its journalistic rival in Chatfield:
The Republican is a woolly concern,
And thinks of nothing but niggers;

While the Democrat trys hard to learn,
To comprehend National figures.

In its issue for March 3, 1858, the Democrat quoted part of an edi-
torial from the Kansas Daily Ledger to the effect that “Niggers are
not the great bone of contention in Kansas. . . . The real bone of
contention is power and spoils.” The excerpt closed with the plea,
“Let Kansas be admitted into the Union some how or other, and
with some kind of a constitution, that we may have peace.”

The Winona Republican, on the other hand, was a strong anti-
slavery journal, as were many of its political compatriots. In the
issue of May 20, 1856, the Republican’s main editorial was captioned
“The Presidency.” It was preceded by an item announcing that the
national Republican convention would be held in Philadelphia on
June 17. In summing up the political outlook, the Republican char-
acterized Pierce as a “second rate New Hampshire lawyer, aspiring
for Presidential honors a second time”; Douglas as “a man of talent
and energy, but sold body and soul to southern principles and their
extension.” Of Buchanan, the editorial said, “From being an old
Federalist he has turned to a rank Loco Foco.” The issue of the
1856 election, the Republican stated, “is one and only ‘one, that of
slavery and freedom — whether we will longer tacitly submit to
aggression and encroachment, or whether we shall confine within
its present boundaries that peculiar institution which is a curse to
its supporters and a stain upon our reputation abroad.”

In an editorial on its first page, later in the summer, the Repub-
lican quoted from several newspapers to make the point that slavery
endangered the status of labor generally. “We wish,” it reads, that
“free laborers could hear slaveholders talk, or read daily their
organs,” drawing the inference that such experience would cause
readers to shun the Democratic party as the organization sympa-
thetic to the South. The editorial quoted from the Standard of
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Charleston, South Carolina, a statement that “If white men accept
the office of menials, it should be expected that they will do so with
an apprehension of their relations to society, and the disposition
quietly to encounter both the responsibilities and liabilities which
the relation imposes,” and it included the Szandard’s further com-
ment that “It is getting time that hotel waiters at the North were
convinced that they are servants, and not ‘gentlemen’ in disguise.”
The reference of a Missouri paper to German and Irish laborers as
“white slaves” was cited, and the Republican concluded: “Free
laborers would do well to consider the spirit of the Slave Power and
its necessary results.”*®

Essays, sketches, editorial articles, poetry, and fiction provided
the pioneer editor with an ever-present supply of filler. If mails
were uncertain and news was lacking, there were always local con-
tributors and, most dependable of all, material clipped from maga-
zines and other newspapers. For all but a few, reading matter was
scarce in pioneer communities and the local paper was considerably
more than a mere informer. Magazine material in the Winona Re-
publican and the Chatfield Democrat made up nearly half of the
non-advertising material. Papers like the Red Wing Republican and
the Mantorville Express adhered fairly closely to the same pattern.

As a result of the prevalence of clipped material, there devolved
upon the editors of the early papers the responsibility for an eclectic
journalism which gave many readers their only knowledge — frag-
mentary though it might have been —of the content and flavor of
well-known periodicals of the decade. Among those represented
were Godey’s Lady’s Book, Peterson’s Magazine, Graham’s Ameri-
can Monthly, Harper's New Monthly, Putnam’s Monthly, the
Knickerbocker, or New-York Monthly Magazine, Punch, Cham-
bers’s Journal, and Porter’s Spirit of the Times. In addition to
magazines of general circulation, early Minnesota editors had access
to specialized publications in the fields of agriculture, medicine,
science, and business. Newspapers seem to have been abundantly
available as exchanges, although they reached Minnesota irregu-
larly in bad weather.

1 Winona Republican, August 26, 1856,
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Among authors whose works were represented in pioneer Min-
nesota papers were John Greenleaf Whittier, Henry Wadsworth
Longfellow, Oliver Wendell Holmes, James Russell Lowell, Henry
Ward Beecher, Bayard Taylor, William Cullen Bryant, Charles
Dickens, and Nathaniel Parker Willis. Informative articles covered
such topics as “A Cheap Ice House,” “Mormon Politics and Re-
ligion,” “The Sources of the Mississippi,” the “First Underground
Railroad,” a “New Bullet Machine,” “A Slave Pen in the West,”
"““O’Connell and the Irish Bank Crisis,” and “A Remarkable Aurora
Borealis.”

During the four months he served as editor, Captain Whiting
gave the Winona Republican the flavor of his own unique per-
sonality. His contributions not only added considerably to the
interest in the Republican’s magazine material, but they also re-
vealed, in prose and rhyme, an adventurous background probably
unmatched by that of any other Minnesota journalist of the period.

For the first issue of the Republican, published on November 20,
1855, Whiting not only penned the usual prospectus, but under the
caption “Our Prospects,” he briefly recounted his experiences with
an Arctic exploring expedition in the previous summer and extolled
the virtues of Winona and southern Minnesota. Captain Whiting’s
description of his first view of Winona upon returning from his
Arctic travels will still strike a responsive chord in the hearts of
southern Minnesotans. “As the steamer opened the reach of the
river,” he wrote, “and we saw the grand old Sugar Loaf, rearing
its time-crowned head above the lovely plain, and the myriad lights
streaming from the windows of the now populous town, we felt a
thrill of joy, such as those only can appreciate who after long wan-
derings over the stormy deep, return again to the quiet scenes of
Home, and the rare enjoyments of Western life.” Other Whiting
features appearing from time to time were a column of verses en-
titled “Murmurs of the Sea,” a narrative describing “A Voyage
Round the World,” a “Journal of a Polar Cruise in Search of Dr.
Kane” covering the period from June to October, 1855, and “Leaves
from a Rover’s Log— A Voyage through the Magellan Straits and
two years in the Gold Mines of California.”
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Interesting local writing appeared now and then in columns de-
voted to magazine material. In the Republican’s May s, 1857, issue,
“Bdelpha” had a St. Paul column which contained lively com-
mentary on human interest aspects of town life in the territory’s
capital. The writer pictured the muddy streets and the opening of
transportation on the river; he described politicians, railroad pro-
moters, and proprietors of townsites. He gave his readers a graphic
account of a pioneer river town in the spring, telling of the arrival
of the first boat, the joy or sorrow expressed by those welcoming
friends and relatives or hearing of their deaths. In connection with
the unusual interest in possible railroad locations he wrote: “An
Advertiser map was brought in here (Winslow House) and posted
upon a bulletin board, and left for each one to build his own Rail-
road with a pencil. The consequence was in a short time that about
as many roads were built as the whole land in the Territory will
accommodate. Farming lands must become very valuable if every
man gains his cherished desire for a Railroad. We of course made
our road by drawing a line upon the map, and what is most im-
portant it was drawn in favor of Winona.”

The Winona Republican for November 11, 1857, picked up a
local feature story from the Red Wing Sentinel. It was captioned
“Indian Sensibility” and it pictured the red man in a different light
from that in which he has been traditionally shown. The story told
how workmen, excavating on Main Street, opened an Indian bury-
ing ground and tossed to one side a number of skulls and bones.
A passing Indian with his squaw and small son was so moved by
the sight that he “drew his wife and little one to him, and wept like
a child.” The workmen, overcome, covered up the bones and “re-
tired to another part of the work. . . . It was indeed a sorrowful
scene, and could not but effect those who witnessed it.”

Reminiscent of pioneer days and dramatically suggestive of the
Indian lore chanced upon now and then by early settlers is a
sketch entitled “An Indian Adventure” which appeared in the
Winona Republican. It is prefaced with the statement that a mem-
ber of the Pacific railroad expedition of 1853 heard the tale from a
“Delaware Indian guide, as they were traversing a mountain pass
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which was marked by numerous gullies and ravines.” It continues,
“He was traversing this path at midnight, accompanied by his
squaw only, both mounted upon the same horse, and the night was
so dark that he could neither see the outline of the hills nor the
ground at the horse’s feet, when he heard a sound (which he imi-
tated) so light as to be scarcely perceptible to an Indian’s ear, of an
arrow carried in the hand, striking once only with a slight tick
against a bow. Stopping, he could hear nothing, but instantly dis-
mounted — his squaw leaning down upon the horse that she might
by no possibility be seen —and placed his ear to the ground, when
he heard the same sound repeated, but a few feet distant, and was
satisfied that however imminent the danger he had not been seen
or heard, for no Indian would make such a noise at night in ap-
proaching his foe: he therefore instantly arose, took his horse by
the bridle close to his mouth, to lessen the chances of his moving or
whinnying, and one hundred and seventy of his deadliest enemies,
the Sioux, on a war party, filed past him within arm’s reach, while
he remained unobserved.”*®

Such tales were beginning to have the remote quality of legend
by the late 1850’s. The practical day-by-day aspects of living over-
shadowed the picturesque side. For every paragraph dealing with
Indian affairs there were columns announcing the wares of flourish-
ing mercantile establishments.?®

Most of the territory’s well-established communities were boom-
ing in the fifties, and advertising rates were for the most part low.
A “square” of ten or fewer lines cost from fifty to seventy-five cents
for one insertion; the price of a column of advertising appearing
every week for a year ranged from fifty to seventy-five dollars. The
bulk of the advertising in territorial papers was done, of course, by
town merchants. Larger and older towns in the trade area also

* Winona Republican, August 4, 1857.

® The ratio of sixty per cent of non-advertising material to forty per cent of adver-
tising matter is common in modern newspapers. The Winona Republican had in ten is-
sues 3,370 inches of advertising to 2,318 inches of non-advertising material, and ten
issues of the Charfield Democrat had 2,171 inches of advertising to 2,409 of non-
advertising. It is therefore apparent that pioneer Minnesota newspapers differed con-
siderably from one another as well as from modern papers in the ratio of advertising
and non-advertising matter.
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advertised in the Minnesota papers. Dubuque and Winona business
concerns advertised in the Chatfield Democrat; Dubuque, Galena,
and La Crosse were represented in the advertising columns of the
Winona Republican. National advertising was limited pretty largely
to patent medicines and eastern newspapers and magazines. Firms
selling land warrants were consistent advertisers. Sheriffs’ sales,
mortgage proceedings, probate and other county business made up
the bulk of the legal notices.

Lacking codes and systematized procedure, the territorial Min-
nesota advertiser gained the attention of the reader by devices which
hardly would be accepted today. “Scare-heads,” either grossly in-
accurate or only remotely related to the subject, were not uncom-
mon. The Crimean War was one of the subjects used by advertising
copy writers. “Great Excitement in Wabashaw! The Allies are
about fortifying themselves within the business part of the town”
is the headline for a mercantile advertisement in the Winona Re-
publican. In December, 1855, more than three years before the ter-
ritory was admitted to statehood, a new stock of drygoods and
groceries was announced in the same paper under the heading:
“Look Here! Look Here! Minnesota Received Into the Union!”*

Although rhymed advertising copy was not general, the Repub-
lican occasionally printed examples of it. The two which follow
are among the more interesting:*

Rozrert PixE, who writes this ditty,
Lives at Minnesota City,

Is Postmaster, Magistrate,

Buys and sells Real Estate,
Conveyancer and County Surveyor,
(The City’s small and needs no mayor.)
Sectarian rules he dares resist,

And thinks Christ was a Socialist.

Loving mankind and needing dimes.
He waits to serve them at all times.

Less philosophical but more informative is this advertisement:

A Winona Republican, November 20, December 11, 25, 1855.
® Winona Republican, December 25, 1855, May 20, 1856.
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DeaLers in stoves and all the metals,

Cow Bells, Chains, and Iron Kettles,
Knives and forks, knobs and latches,
Hoes, shovels, and cupboard catches,

Tin pans, screws, ten-penny nails,

Locks and keys, and copper pails,

Bells and brushes, and blacking, and sashes,
And razors cheap, on account of mustaches.
A stove for thirty dollars with 25 graters,
Pork, cheese, and corn, flour and potatoes,
All thrown in with two flour sifters,

Six gridirons, and ten lid lifters.

Rhymed advertising, however, was, like the “mustaches” men-
tioned by the advertiser, an affectation of the period. Between the
middle fifties and the late sixties, tremendous changes took place
in the new Northwest. The “myriad lights streaming from the
windows” which so delighted sailor-editor Whiting on his return
to Winona from the Arctic in 1855 came from candles and oil lamps.
By such light Minnesota’s early settlers read their four-page weeklies.
In a few short years the Civil War increased greatly the demand
for fresh information, while railroad and telegraphic expansion
linked Minnesota and its neighboring states and territories with the
rest of the world. The increasing importance of news seemed to
whet the appetites of readers, sharpened journalistic techniques, and
rendered obsolete the pioneer newspaper.
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