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In the California Folklore Quarterly for October, Bessie Mae Stanch-
field presents a version of a Revolutionary song, "Old Granny Wales," 
that she obtained from Mrs. J. P. McDowell of St. Cloud while collecting 
folk songs in Minnesota. Mrs. McDowell, in turn, learned the seventeen 
verses of the song from her father, a Freeborn County pioneer. An at­
tempt to trace the origin of another folk song, "Home on the Range," 
is made by John A. Lomax under the tide "Half-MilUon Dollar Song" 
in the fall issue of the Southwest Review, where he relates that he ob­
tained an early version from J. W. McGilvrey of Thief River Falls. 

A Swedish immigrant, Jons Olsson, is the author of a description of 
"A Journey to the United States of America in 1881," the first install­
ment of which appears in the Bulletin of the American Institute of 
Swedish Arts, Literature and Science for April-September. The journey 
recalled began at Malmo in Sweden and had as its objective a community 
near Granite Falls in Minnesota. In the opening section the writer tells 
of the ocean voyage and of the trip overland to the Middle West. 

"How the Twin Ports Rivalry Started" is explained by C. W. Camp­
bell in an illustrated feature article in the Duluth News-Tribune for 
December 16. The writer contends that two pioneer journalists. Dr. 
Thomas P. Foster and R. C. Mitchell, "probably were the leading char­
acters in the start and continuance of the competitive spirit which has 
existed for years between the two cities" of Duluth and Superior. Some 
excellent illustrations, including one showing the "digging of the Duluth 
ship canal," appear with the article. In a feature article on the Minne­
sota iron ranges appearing in the News-Tribune for December 2, Le-
ona T. Rienow stresses the fact that an "Error in Map Gave Iron Ranges 
to U.S.A." 

A beautiful recreational area on the North Shore of Lake Superior 
and its preservation and development by a co-operative organization are 
described in Joseph R. Kingman's History of Encampment Forest As­
sociation (1945. 52 p.), issued in commemoration of the twenty-fifth 
anniversary of the association. Bits of information about the history of 
the Encampment River and its valley, some notes on the origin of the 
name, items about early trails through the forest, and accounts of some 
of the pioneers who setded in the vicinity are among the features of the 
narrative. Lists of officers of the association and of its members, which 
now comprise forty-five families, appear in the book. A number of at-
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tractive iUustrations add to its interest. A twenty-fifth anniversary also is 
the occasion for a mimeographed pamphlet about the Beaver Bay Club, 
another North Shore recreational project (1945. 16 p.). Its history is 
sketched by Mrs. George P. Case, and the background of the bay on 
which it is located is reviewed by Mrs. James C. Wyman. 

L O C A L H I S T O R I C A L S O C I E T I E S 

As the Second World War drew to a close many of Minnesota's local 
historical societies began to display evidences of renewed vitality. Among 
them was the Stearns County Historical Society. Its museum had been 
closed and its collections stored since WPA support was withdrawn. 
Early in 1945, however, officers of the society, under the leadership of 
the secretary, Mrs. Otto Metzroth, began to plan for the reopening of the 
museum. An appropriation of three hundred dollars was obtained from 
the county commissioners, and a curator, Mrs. Leonard Williams, was 
employed. On May i the collections had been arranged in a spacious 
room on the main floor of the courthouse at St. Cloud, and the museum 
was once more opened to the public. 

Some idea of the extent of the Stearns County collection may be 
gained from the fact that seven floor cases and nine wall cases are re­
quired for the display of small objects, while scores of larger items are 
arranged throughout the room. Among the latter are a rope bed, a cradle, 
a Victorian dresser, a child's cutter of the 1840's, a hack, a wood-burning 
box stove of 1883, and an assortment of household and agricultural im­
plements, such as spinning wheels and ox yokes. 

Various phases of frontier and late nineteenth-century domestic life 
are reflected in perhaps three-fourths of the displays. Whole shelves in 
the wall cases and even entire table cases are filled with coffee mills, 
candlesticks, candle molds and snuffers, lamps and lanterns of many va­
rieties, irons, ketdes of different types, clocks, table appointments of silver 
and pewter, beer steins of elaborate design, china, and glassware. As 
might be expected in a county with a strongly German population, many 
of these articles originated in central Europe and reached Steams County 
in the chests of immigrants from that area. Of German origin also are 
many of the snuffboxes, pipes, botdes, and canes on display. 

Various types of tools familiar to the newcomer on the Midwestern 
frontier are preserved at St. Cloud. One table case, for example, is filled 
with tools used by pioneer carpenters in the area. Interesting medical 
instruments, including some that belonged to an early dentist, are dis-
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played. The museum has a number of surveying instruments; and it 
owns an array of bullet molds, powder horns, and firearms. One display 
features shoes of wood and leather, as well as bootjacks; another consists 
of metal and wooden skates. Among the musical instruments in the mu­
seum are a melodeon dating from the early decades of the last century, 
and two primitive phonographs — a Columbia and an Edison — with a 
group of the cylindrical records played on them. There is a case of 
archaeological objects typical of those found in Stearns County mounds, 
and another of Indian beadwork. One exhibit consists of equipment used 
by the St. Cloud Hook and Ladder Company, a fire-fighting organiza­
tion of the 1870's. 

Most of the objects on display are accompanied by typed labels, de­
scribing and dating them and naming the donors. Card files of donors 
and of objects in the collection are among the museum's current records. 
It also has catalogues of its manuscripts, pictures, and books, though the 
collecting in these fields seems to have been limited. A valuable reference 
tool is an index for the Stearns County census of i860, arranged alpha­
betically by names. 

The Stearns County museum is open to the public on Tuesday and 
Thursday afternoons and on Saturday mornings. Its register indicates 
that visitors are numerous; an average day brings about fifty people to 
its quarters, but as many as two hundred have been recorded in a single 
afternoon. Teachers are encouraged to take their classes to the museum, 
and St. Cloud history students often go there during class periods. In 
the latter case they go in groups, accompanied by teachers, who call the 
roll at the museum. Classes and individuals from all parts of Stearns 
County, however, have seen the exhibits, according to the register. It is 
obvious that the museum is a busy place, and there is abundant evidence 
that it is earning for itself a secure place in the life of the community it 
serves. B. L. H. 

The advantages to be gained by housing the museum of the Carver 
County Historical Society in the public school building at Waconia were 
the subject of comment by the local superintendent of schools, Mr. J. L. 
Johnson, at a well-attended meeting of the society in Waconia on Oc­
tober 12. Among the speakers on the program was Mr. J. M. Aretz, 
a pioneer schoolteacher in the county. All officers of the society, includ­
ing Mr. O. D. Sell, president, were re-elected. Following the business 
meeting, the moving picture "Minnesota Document" was shown. 
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A successful year that was marked by the reopening of the museum 
in Montevideo was reported to the business meeting of the Chippewa 
County Historical Society held on October i in Montevideo. Officers 
elected for the coming year include Mrs. F. L. Starbeck, president. She 
succeeds Dr. Anna Amrud, who was named vice-president. 

For the first time since the autumn of 1941, members of the Cotton­
wood County Old Setders Historical Association assembled for an annual 
meeting. Mr. D. R. Savage, a pioneer rural schoolteacher and county 
superintendent of schools, gave a reminiscent talk before the meeting 
which was held at Windom on October 20. Dr. H. C. Beise was named 
president of the organization; Mr. Wade Gove is the newly elected 
vice-president; and Miss Jessie Noble is its secretary. 

Some recent additions to the collections of the Fillmore County His­
torical Society are described in a letter from the president, Mrs. P. L. 
Wilson, appearing in the Chatfield News for November 29. She calls 
upon the people of the county to participate in the society's activities 
and to become members of the organization. 

The dedication of a tree in Loring Park to the memory of Edward C. 
Gale, arranged under the auspices of the Hennepin County Historical 
Society on June 16, 1945, was the occasion for a tribute to Mr. Gale by 
Bergmann Richards. The text of his address appears in the October 
issue of Hennepin County History. At a meeting of the society held on 
October 22 in Minneapolis, Mr. Edmund T. Montgomery spoke on 
"Minnesota's Total War," drawing upon original letters written by his 
grandfather, Thomas Montgomery. 

From time to time the Two Harbors Chronicle and Times pub­
lishes in its columns articles and other items from the files of the Lake 
County Historical Society. In its issue for October 25, for example, the 
paper prints the first installment of Judge William E. Scott's review of 
the "Political Development of Lake County.'' From the days of British 
and French rule, the author traces the story of various governmental 
jurisdictions. The boundaries of Lake County are the subject of the 
installment published on November 22. 

Some pictures taken at the annual "Old Timers' threshing bee" held 
under the auspices of the Pioneer Historical Association of Montgomery 
appear in the St. Paul Pioneer Press for October 8. The event depicted 
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took place on October 7 on a farm near Montgomery. A threshing ma­
chine of 1910 and an engine dating from 1915 were used. 

At the annual business meeting of the NicoUet County Historical 
Society, held in St. Peter on October 13, Mr. Henry N. Benson was 
re-elected to the presidency of the organization. Other officers named 
at the same meeting include Dr. G. Edward Larson, vice-president, 
Mrs. E. C. Carlton, secretary-treasurer, and Mrs. M. E. Stone, curator of 
the museum. The society's museum received more than five hundred visi­
tors during the past year, although it is open only one afternoon each 
week. 

A local organization, Stoddard Post No. 34, Grand Army of the 
Republic, is the subject of a historical narrative by Willard G. Crever 
in the October Bulletin of the Nobles County Historical Society. This 
short account tells of the founding of the post by Civil War veterans who 
setded in Worthington, and it includes sketches of some of the mem­
bers. Among recent additions to the society's collections described in the 
same issue of the Bulletin are the attendance records of a district school 
in Bigelow Township for the years from 1878 to 1885. A report of the 
society's annual meeting, held on August 19, also is included. 

More than eight thousand visitors who registered were recorded in 
the museum of the Olmsted County Historical Society at Rochester in 
the year ending on October 23, 1945, according to the report presented 
by the president, Mrs. Bunn T. Willson, at the society's annual meeting 
held on that day. On a single day in September, 1,062 visitors registered. 
Mrs. Willson was re-elected to the presidency of the organization at a 
meeting of the board of directors on November i. Recent additions to 
the society's collections are announced from time to time in the Roches­
ter Post-Bulletin. In the issue for November 19, for example, appears 
an illustrated story about the recent gift to the society of a hose cart 
used by volunteer firemen at Mazeppa in the i88o's. 

According to a report presented at the annual meeting of the Pope 
County Historical Society, which was held at Glenwood on October 
13, more than eleven hundred people visited the society's rooms in the 
courthouse and saw its displays in 1944. Statistics relating to the society's 
collections and information about its records of the Second World War 
also were offered. The need for an adequate building in which the 
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society's museum can be housed was discussed. Officers elected for the 
coming year include the Reverend J. Linnevold, president, E. E. Bars-
ness, vice-president, and R. C. Eide, secretary. 

A paper about the lives of his parents, who resided in Faribault, was 
read by Judge Thomas Gallagher of the Minnesota Supreme Court as 
the feature of the program presented before the annual meeting of the 
Rice County Historical Society at Faribault on November 6. Among 
others who spoke briefly was Mr. Carl L. Weicht, a former president of 
the society. Progress in the restoration of the Alexander Faribault House, 
which is now owned by the society, was reported by the committee in 
charge of that project. Election of officers resulted in the naming of 
Dr. Nuba M. Fletcher as president, Mrs. Howard Bratton as vice-
president, and Miss Brigid Coughlin as secretary-treasurer. The text of 
Judge Gallagher's address appears in the Faribault Daily News for No­
vember 7. 

A year of profitable activity is reflected in the annual reports of the 
president and secretary of the St. Louis County Historical Society for the 
year ending on November i, 1945. Dr. Richard Bardon, the society's 
president, spoke before numerous organizations, including the Douglas 
County Historical Society in Wisconsin, the Arrowhead Librarians Asso­
ciation, Boy Scout groups, and chapters of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution. The addition of 41 new members, reported by the secre­
tary. Miss Corah L. Colbrath, raised the total membership in the society 
to 169. Additions to the society's collections, visitors to its museum, which 
is open every afternoon, special loan exhibits outside the museum, 
and the publication in a Duluth newspaper of a feature article about 
the society are described in Miss Colbrath's report. Both reports were 
presented before a meeting of the society on November 20. The society 
has prepared and issued in a mimeographed pamphlet a catalogue of the 
"Eastman Johnson Collection" of Chippewa Indian portraits and local 
scenes on display in its museum. Appended are a brief sketch of the 
artist and a note telling how the St. Louis County society acquired 
thirty-two of his pictures. 

Miss Ethel Graves was named president of the Stearns County His­
torical Society at a meeting of the organization held in St. Cloud on Oc­
tober I. Mr. William Weber is the newly elected vice-president, and 
Mrs. Otto Metzroth is secretary. Dr. Lewis Beeson of the state historical 
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society was the speaker, taking as his subject the local historical society 
and its work. 

The incorporation of the Waseca County Historical Society was an­
nounced at a meeting held at Waseca on October i, when the articles of 
incorporation were read and discussed. 

Members of the Washington County Historical Society assembled in 
Stillwater on November 17 for the first of the organization's program 
meetings of the current season. In a talk on Joseph HaskeU, who setded 
near Afton in the summer of 1840, Miss Emma Glaser reviewed the 
career of one of Minnesota's earliest farmers. Some of Mrs. Haskell's 
frontier experiences were described in a reminiscent sketch read by 
Mr. E. L. Roney. Two Washington County pioneers, Mr. Charles Kem 
of Lake Elmo and Mr. Thomas Cooney of Afton, spoke briefly. The 
society's museum, which was closed for the winter on October 31, is 
being renovated, and some new cases and new exhibits are being in­
stalled. At the annual business meeting on October i, Mrs. Mary Bailey 
of St. Paul Park was re-elected to the presidency. Miss Frances Parker 
of Newport was named vice-president, and Mrs. George Goggin, secre­
tary. 

L O C A L H I S T O R Y I T E M S 

Fifty years of activity by the Women's Literary Club of New Ulm — 
years during which it made important contributions to the city's cultural 
life — are oudined in the New Ulm Review for October 11. Special at­
tention is given to the club's work in establishing a public library in 
New Ulm. A detailed history of the Eagle Roller MiU Company, which 
has been one of the city's leading industries since its founding in 1856, 
appears in the Review for October 25. 

Several of the speakers who participated in a program commemorat­
ing the eightieth anniversary of the Vasa Children's Home in Burn-
side Township, Goodhue County, on October 7 dwelt upon the history 
of the Lutheran institution. Its growth since it was founded in 1865 by 
Eric Norelius is briefly reviewed in the Daily Republican Eagle of Red 
Wing for October 2. 

An anniversary pamphlet recently published by Northrup, King and 
Company of Minneapolis under the title 60 Years of Seed Experience 
(1945. 24 p.) suggests the possibility for an interesting historical study 
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of wider scope. It opens with a brief sketch of the business established 
in a tiny building on Hennepin Avenue in MinneapoUs in 1884 by Jesse 
E. Northrup and Charles P. Braslan, two young men who had been 
trained in the seed business in the East. Among the most valuable fea­
tures of the booklet are its illustrations, which include pictures of build­
ings occupied in 1884, 1888, and 1914, as well as the present Minneapolis 
plant, views of storage and processing plants, of "breeding and trial 
grounds" where seed is raised, and the like. 

"For seventy eight years . . . I have watched Minneapolis grow from a 
village of ten thousand souls, spread out along the river," writes Maud 
Conkey Stockwell in Early Minneapolis Memories published for mem­
bers of her family in October, 1945 (13 p.). Particularly attractive are 
Mrs. Stockwell's pictures of the frontier community's physical aspects 
and her gUmpses of its social and cultural life. The "Platform . . . that 
projected over the running water" at the river's edge near the sawmills, 
and the "first suspension bridge leading to NicoUet Island . . . with ugly 
wood towers, whose innumerable cables were usually decorated with 
strands of hay, caught from the huge, bulging loads from the nearby 
Hay Market" are among the scenes of her childhood long remembered. 
She recalls gay family excursions by hack to Fort Snelling, thence across 
the Mississippi on the ferry to the St. Paul side, followed by a "long 
drive to the Merchants Hotel for an exciting dinner, in what seemed 
to our unaccustomed eyes, a palatial dining room." There are errors, 
such as the statement that the great Minneapolis mill explosion occurred 
in 1871, but they do not offset the value of Mrs. Stockwell's narrative 
as social history. 

The life of a Minneapolis family during three and a half decades of 
the present century is pictured by Margaret GilUes Torrance in a charm­
ing volume of reminiscences, / Lik.e to Remember (Minneapolis, 1944. 
366 p.). The book was privately printed in an edition of a hundred 
copies for members of the author's family. From the day in December, 
1909, when she went from Chicago to Minneapolis as the bride of EU 
Torrance, Jr., the writer kept a record of events in her daily life. Upon 
it she has based a narrative in which she tells in minute detail about 
herself and her family — the houses they lived in, the clothes they wore, 
the games they played, the amusements they enjoyed, the food they ate, 
the schools they attended, the trips they made, the automobiles they 
owned and drove, the clubs they joined, the budgets they planned, the 
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political tickets they voted, and numerous other matters. How two 
world wars affected the family circle also comes into the story. Among 
the many and varied events mentioned is the gift to the Minnesota His­
torical Society of the important collection of Civil War books and pam­
phlets assembled by Ell Torrance, Sr. (see ante 13:318-320). 

Nora H. Guthrey's "Notes on the History of Medicine in Houston 
County Prior to 1900," which have been appearing in Minnesota Medi­
cine since July, 1945, are continued in the issues for October, November, 
and December {see ante, 26:397). The three installments noted are de­
voted entirely to biographical sketches of early physicians who practiced 
in Houston County. 

The story of the founding of Hutchinson in McLeod County is 
included by R. Gerald McMurtry in a booklet on Lincoln and the Hutch­
inson Family Singers published by Lincoln Memorial University (Harro­
gate, Tennessee, 1944. 14 p-). The writers tells how the singing brothers 
planned to 

. . . cross the prairie as of old 
The Pilgrims crossed the sea. 

To make the West, as they the East, 
The homestead of the free! 

Their westward journey, "giving concerts all the way," until they 
reached St. Anthony in 1855, the frontier expedition to the McLeod 
County site suggested by Colonel John H. Stevens, and the drawing up 
of the "Articles of Agreement" under which the settlement was to be 
governed are among the incidents described. 

The dismanding of the Cussons flour mill at Stewartville, which 
traces its history back to 1856, is the occasion for the publication of an 
article about its founding and early development in the Stewartville Star 
for December 20. Much of the historical narrative is drawn from an 
article by Charles Duncanson that appeared in the Star in 1940. With 
the article is a picture of the mill. 

The passing of half a century since the Northwest School and 
Experiment Station was established at Crookston was marked by an 
appropriate program on its campus on November 17. Various phases 
of the school's history were recounted by three speakers — Dean C. H. 
Bailey of the Minnesota Experiment Station in St. Paul, Dr. A. A. 
Dowell, a former superintendent of the Crookston school, and Mr. T. M. 
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McCall, its present superintendent. Some information about the school's 
history and its influence upon Red River Valley agriculture is included 
in a report of the celebration appearing in the Crookston Daily Times 
for November 19. 

Three articles about different periods in the history of St. Clement's 
Memorial Episcopal Church of St. Paul occupy more than half the 
pages of a Fiftieth Anniversary Book issued in October, 1945 (29 p.). In 
the first, Mrs. Harry Oerting tells of the founding of the Emmanuel 
Mission, which preceded the church by two years, and of the laying of 
the cornerstone of the present church on April 17, 1895. The consecra­
tion of the church and the work of its first minister are described by 
Mrs. J. H. Albachten; and "The Last Thirty-five Years" are reviewed 
by Mrs. F. E. Whitman. Among the interesting illustrations in the book­
let are pictures of the mission and of the exterior and interior of the 
church, which was designed by Cass Gilbert. 

A "Class History Tour" made by members of the junior class in the 
Wabasso High School is the subject of a report written by students in the 
Wabasso Standard for October 18. The tour, which was made on Octo­
ber 4, took the high school group to various historic sites in Redwood 
County. Among the points of interest they saw and described were the 
ruins of Joseph R. Brown's '-'casde," the monument commemorating the 
batde of Wood Lake, and the site of the Upper Sioux Agency. 

Some of the "unusual antiques" and other objects assembled by 
W. F. Schilling of Northfield and displayed in Schilling's Hobby House 
are described and pictured in a booklet intended to serve as a guide to 
the collection (32 p.). Mr. Schilling includes a brief autobiographical 
sketch in the booklet, and he tells something about the origin of his 
"Hobby House," which contains one of the most extensive private col­
lections in Minnesota. 

The seventy-fifth anniversary of Palestine Lodge, the earliest Ma­
sonic organization to be established in Duluth, is the occasion for the 
publication of a sketch of its history in the Duluth News-Tribune for 
October 14. The founding of the lodge in the boom days of 1870, its 
decline after the panic of 1873, and its later contributions to the city's 
development and particularly to relief work in northeastern Minnesota 
are described in the present article. Three Duluth churches which 
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marked seventy-fifth anniversaries in 1945 are the subjects of illustrated 
articles in recent issues of the News-Tribune. The issue for November 11 
presents an account of the First Lutheran Church; and that for Novem­
ber 18 contains sketches of the First Baptist Church and the Gloria Dei 
Churchj a Swedish Lutheran congregation. 

Some of Minnesota's earliest iron mining operations are recalled by 
Mr. Briton C. Prout of Virginia in an interview published in the Mesabi 
Daily News of Virginia for November 28. With his father, a miner from 
Cornwall, Mr. Prout went to Soudan in 1884, shordy after the first of 
the iron mines was opened on the Vermilion Range. 

The litde settlement of Bramble in St. Louis County, where a group 
of Galician immigrants settled in the first decade of the present cen­
tury, is the subject of an interesting article by Margaret Thorbeck in 
the Hibbing Daily Tribune for October 8. Included are sketches of some 
of the Galician farmers who took up homesteads in the vicinity. Pic­
tures of the log buildings on a farm at Bramble and of the Russian 
Orthodox church with its rounded dome which the Galician settlers 
built appear with the article. 

Under the tide "St. Louis County Pioneers in Health," in the Duluth 
News-Tribune for November 25, Marge Dixon traces the progress of the 
fight against tuberculosis in Minnesota's largest county. She records that 
the work began in 1909, when four citizens of Duluth organized the 
Anti-Tuberculosis League and obtained the services of a visiting nurse. 
Their work, continued later by a local branch of the Minnesota Public 
Health Association, has resulted in a sharp decline in the death rate from 
tuberculosis in the area, the writer reveals. 
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