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which, he reveals, yield about a million pounds of trout and five million
pounds of herring annually.

In the April issue of Steel Facts, the story of the discovery of Minne-
sota’s iron resources is retold and the fact that the “Gigantic Mesabi
Range Has Shipped Over 1.4 Billion Tons in 53 Years” is featured. The
article is number 40 in a series outlining the history of the American
iron and steel industry (see ante, p. 160). The efforts of the Merritt
brothers, which resulted in the discoverey of the Mesabi Range, and the
finding of the Cuyuna Range by Cuyler Adams are recorded in the
present installment, which deals also with the exploitation of these areas.

An interview with Mr. J. H. Davis of Duluth, one of two brothers
who in the winter of 189192 surveyed the line of the Duluth, Missabe
and Iron Range Railroad for John D. Rockefeller, appears in the maga-
zine section of the Duluth News-Tribune for April 28. As a result of
the findings of the Davis brothers, the Merritts were granted a loan for
the completion of the railroad. Of interest to collectors of north country
folklore is Earl Finberg’s article on “Fearsome Denizens of the North
Woods,” published in the feature section of the News-Tribune for May
19. Defined and pictured are such strange beasts as the “sidehill dodger”
and the “tote-road shagamaw.”

Locar HistoricaL SOCIETIES

In the heart of the upper Minnesota Valley, one of the richest areas
historically in the entire state, the Chippewa County Historical Society
has established its museum. It is located in Montevideo, which is closely
identified with the history of the prairie Sioux, the fur-trade era, and
American exploration and settlement. Within a few miles of the
present city, on the shores of Lac qui Parle, Joseph Renville, a trader of
mixed French and Indian blood, built his stockade, ruled the natives
with a hand of iron, and entertained travelers and explorers who were
bound for points farther west and north. Near by, also, was the Lac qui
Parle mission, where a group of devoted Protestant missionaries endured
all the hardships of the remote frontier in an effort to win converts
among the natives. The entire vicinity, too, is closely associated with the
Sioux Outbreak of 1862; several battlegrounds are in the neighborhood,
and the site of Camp Release, where the Indians’ victims were liberated,
is close at hand.



264 NEWS AND COMMENT SeeT.

There is little, however, in the Chippewa County museum to suggest
the wealth of historical lore in the region it serves. The mission station,
where such men as Thomas S. Williamson, Gideon Pond, and Stephen
R. Riggs labored, is the one local site that has been exploited. The display
that reflects its story consists largely of letters, pictures, and books, and
they constitute the most significant collection in the museum. Included
are letters that Mrs. Riggs wrote from Hazelwood in 1859 and 1862, a
Dakota version of the New Testament, translations of books of the Bible
made by the local missionaries, an English-Dakota dictionary, and similar
items. The region’s Indian backgrounds are suggested also in a case of
metal and stone implements, as well as beads of many types, retrieved
from mounds in the Lac qui Parle area; examples of Indian beadwork
and pipes and other articles of pipestone.

Material that reached Chippewa County with its pioneer settlers and
objects that were used in their homes or on their farms comprise the
great majority of the exhibits in this local museum. Special displays are
devoted to guns and rifles, to barbed wire of various types, to locks and
small metal implements, to carpenter’s tools used in building frontier
houses, to wooden household implements, to lamps, and to the varied
kinds of glassware and china that the frontier housewife treasured.
There are interesting collections of dolls, purses, combs, fans, and bells.
Among the heirlooms preserved by local families are two handsome bed-
spreads, one of which bears the date 1828. The descendants of one promi-
nent pioneer, J. Harley Smith, have placed in the museum portraits of
his grandparents —a pair of striking pastels made in New York in the
1820’s. A small and unpretentious portrait of special interest is that of
Antoine J. Campbell, who was a clerk at the lower Sioux agency when
the outbreak of 1862 began. Larger articles displayed include spinning
wheels, chairs, an immigrant chest of 1865, an organ, and a phonograph
of an early type with a huge horn and a collection of cylindrical records.
Preserved in the museum is a partial file of the “Montevideo Ventilator,”
a handwritten paper prepared for presentation before the local lyceum.
The paper’s first four volumes are represented in the file, which begins
with a copy of the “second edition” of the first number, issued on Janu-
ary 19, 1871.

The Chippewa County museum occupies a large room on the ground
floor of the Windom Building, a structure that is in itself of historical
interest because it housed an early private academy. The exhibits are
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arranged in sixteen cases, including three large wall cases. Most of the
articles displayed have been loaned to the museum, and an accessions file
indicates that more than fifteen hundred objects have been received.
The names of owners are recorded in an alphabetical file. The museum
is open to visitors every Wednesday from 2:00 to 5:00 .M., and special
openings are held occasionally. It receives support from the county, which
grants the local historical society an annual appropriation of three hun-
dred dollars and furnishes space, light, and heat for the museum. Pri-
vate contributions from interested individuals and dues paid by the
society’s ninety members add to its financial resources. A few enthusias-
tic leaders, including Dr. Anna Amrud, who has long served as presi-
dent of the local society, Mrs. Ida S. Kohr, and Mrs. Frank Starbeck,
deserve much of the credit for its success.

In addition to its museum, the Chippewa County Historical Society
owns and maintains two pioneer log cabins in Montevideo. The first,
built by Robert Starbeck and Daniel Wilkins in 1865 in what was then
the town of Chippewa City, was later occupied by J. Harley Smith.
Eventually it was removed to the beautiful park that Smith gave to the
city of Montevideo and that bears his name, and it was presented to
the society in August, 1945, when the community celebrated its seventy-
fifth anniversary (see anmte, 26:392). Incidentally it is pictured, with
other “Homes of Americans,” in the April, 1946, issue of Fortune. On
special occasions, the cabin is used for the display of appropriate articles
from the society’s collections. A second cabin, located at the county fair
grounds, bears 2 sign revealing that it is an “Early Settler’s Log Cabin”
and that it was “moved and restored” by the county historical society.

During the course of the annual county fair, it is used for displays.
B.L. H.

A folder published by the Becker County Historical Society for distri-
bution at the county fair of 1946 gives the following list of officers for
the organization: Walter D. Bird, president; Mrs. Della Hoit, vice-
president; Miss Alice Braden, secretary; and H. A. Hamilton, treasurer.
An invitation to visit the society’s museum in the courthouse at Detroit
Lakes is printed on the folder. An incorrect list of officers was published
in the June issue of this magazine, ante, p. 170.

A program of future activity was planned at the annual meeting of
the Blue Earth County Historical Society, which was held in Mankato
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on May 7. Mr. W. D. Willard was elected president, Mrs. Mary Sugden,
vice-president, and E. Raymond Hughes, secretary-treasurer.

Mr. Edward A. Blomfield, director of the museum of the Hennepin
County Historical Society, represented that organization at the annual
meeting of the American Association of Musecums in Washington on
May 17 and 18. On the opening day, he participated in the program
with a paper on the “Functions of a County History Museum.” Mr.
Blomfield’s paper appears in full in the July issue of Hennepin County
History. The Hennepin County society held its annual summer picnic
at Minnetonka Mills on June 22. The principal speaker, Mr. Lowell
H. Moody, took as his subject “Steamboats on Lake Minnetonka.”

“Facts and Fallacies about the Dakota Indians” was the subject of a
talk given by Professor George A. Pond of the University of Minnesota
college of agriculture before the Lac qui Parle County Old Settlers
Association on June 23. Members of the organization gathered for a
picnic in Lac qui Parle State Park. Mr. C. E. Retrum, president of the
association, was in charge of the program.

The Lake County Historical Society has obtained from the county
commissioners the use of a room in the basement of the courthouse at
Two Harbors. Plans for a permanent display, discussed at a meeting on
June 5, are announced in the Two Harbors Chronicle and Times for June 6.
Arrangements were made to place on exhibit a collection of two hundred
autographed photographs of leaders in Minnesota’s iron ore industry,
presented to the society in 1932 by Thomas Owens and Horace Johnson.

At a meeting held in Glenwood on May 27, the Pope County His-
torical Society adopted a constitution. The president of the organization,
Mr. John Linnevold, reported on recent visits to historical museums in
the vicinity, where he gathered ideas and suggestions for the future
development of the museum in Glenwood.

The designation of three St. Paul buildings as “historic monuments”
was the feature of the meeting of the St. Anthony Park Area Historical
Association held on May 19. The meeting and the buildings selected
for preservation and marking by this local society are described in full
elsewhere in this issue (see ante, p. 228).
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As the feature of the program presented at the spring meeting of the
Rice County Historical Society in Northfield on May 21, Mrs. George
Scofield read a detailed “Sketch of the Life and Work of Dr. John L. Sco-
field, Northfield’s Pioneer Doctor.” This biography of a frontier leader who
settled in Rice County in 1854 was written by his grandson, Mr. Robert
L. Scofield of Elgin, Illinois. It depicts a man of many talents, who
chose to make his home in Northfield in 1857 and served his community
as physician, druggist, Methodist preacher, and member of the first state
legislature. The entire narrative is published in installments in the
Northfield News, beginning in the issue of June 20. In addition to
the paper on Dr. Scofield, members of the Rice County society who at-
tended the meeting of May 21 heard a report on the progress that is
being made in the restoration of the Alexander Faribault House. A
committee, of which Mr. Guerdon S. Allen of Faribault is chairman, is
in charge of the project. A local contractor, Mr. Benson Brown, has con-
tributed substantially of his time to the work of restoration; a Faribault
nursery has improved the grounds; and donations in cash have been
received from more than a hundred people who are interested in sup-
porting this significant community project.

A three-story brick house on East Superior Street in Duluth has been
offered to the St. Louis County Historical Society for use as a museum,
according to an announcement in the Duluth Herald for April 8. The
house, which was formerly owned by John Savage, has been forfeited for
taxes and is now owned by the county.

About seventy-five people attended a meeting of the St. Louis County
Historical Society in Duluth on April 27, when Dr. Agnes Larson of
Northfield spoke on lumbering, “An Early Industry of Minnesota.” The
speaker gave special attention to the development of the lumber industry
in St. Louis County and the Duluth area, pointing out that the first saw-
mill at the head of the lakes was established in 1856 and that lumber
production there reached its peak in 1go2.

In a special ceremony on June 11, the St. Louis County Historical
Society dedicated four granite markers erected at Lake Eshquagama to
call attention to four Indian mounds in the vicinity. The mounds were
discovered and excavated in 1911 by Mr. M. B. Elson of Gilbert; the
original contours have now been restored and a granite block on a con-
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crete base set near each mound. A bronze tablet attached to each marker
bears the inscription: “Prehistoric Indian Mound. One of several in this
vicinity. St. Louis County Historical Society.” Dr. Richard Bardon, presi-
dent of the society, in a brief talk on the occasion of the dedication,
indicated that these “are perhaps the only Indian mounds in St. Louis
County.” A dinner at the Eshquagama Club, which followed the dedica-
tion, was attended by more than a hundred people. The program there
included a paper on “Minnesota’s Prehistory” by Richard R. Sackett, field
director of the Minnesota Historical Society.

Mr. Sackett spoke on local historical work before a meeting of the
Stearns County Historical Society in St. Cloud on May 4. Another fea-
ture of the program was a skit entitled “Pioneer Fun,” presented by a
group of third-grade pupils under the direction of Miss Irene Hallberg.
The society’s museum, in the courthouse, was open to the public through-
out the day.

A large and enthusiastic audience attended a meeting of the Wash-
ington County Historical Society on June 1s, arranged to mark the
opening for the summer months of the society’s museum in Stillwater.
The feature of the program was a talk on the history of wallpaper by
Mrs. Frederic R. Bigelow of St. Paul, who illustrated her remarks with
examples of early wallpapers and photographs of interesting interiors
from her own collection. The latter items remained on display in the
museum for two weeks following the meeting. Mrs. Clarence Vail of
Hugo was the speaker at an earlier meeting of the society, in Stillwater
on May 6. She took as her subject the history of her home community.

LocaLr History ITEMS

The activities in the middle 1850’s of the Chicago Land Society and
the Turner Settlement Association of Cincinnati, which resulted in the
“Founding of New Ulm, Minnesota,” are reviewed by Hildegard
Binder Johnson in the American-German Review for May. Ferdinand
Beinhorn and William Pfinder are among the pioneer leaders who fig-
ure prominently in the narrative. The attempt, under the latter’s lead-
ership, to establish New Ulm as a socialistic settlement and to conduct
a sawmill, a newspaper, a warehouse, and other projects as community-
owned enterprises, is described in some detail. “As a socialistic settle-
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ment New Ulm did not succeed,” Mrs. Johnson concludes; “as a German
settlement it survived.” An early print of New Ulm is reproduced with
the article.

In the St. Paul Pioneer Press for June 23, Gareth Hiebert reminds his
readers that “New Ulm’'Has Its Own Private Army” in the form of a
battery organized in 1863 to protect the community in case of future
Indian outbreaks. Originally a private military organization, the bat-
tery came under municipal control in 1914, and it plays a prominent
role in local parades and celebrations.

With an elaborate program of speeches, tours, picnics, and parades,
the city of Brainerd marked its diamond jubilee from June 14 to 16. A
feature of the event was a “tall tales contest,” in which stories of Paul
Bunyan’s exploits were submitted by people from many areas. The
winning story, written by Ralph Floral of Omaha, Nebraska, appears
in the Brainerd Dispatch for June 14, which also prints a list of all
prize-winning contestants. In connection with the celebration, the Brai-
nerd Civic Association published a History of Brainerd by Carl Zapfle.

The history of the spiral bridge across the Mississippi at Hastings is
outlined by Charles C. Swanson in the Minneapolis Tribune for June
23. The formal opening of the structure, in April, 1895, is described, and
a controversy as to the identity of its designer is recalled. The bridge,
which is not considered safe for modern traffic, will soon be replaced.

The story of a southern Minnesota German Catholic community is
briefly reviewed in the Diamond Jubilee booklet issued by the Church
of St. Boniface of Hastings in connection with its seventy-fifth anniver-
sary celebration, which was marked by special services on June 5. Much
of the narrative is based upon records kept by the Benedictine fathers—
many of them trained at St. John’s Abbey in Collegeville—who have
served as parish priests in Hastings.

The “Notes on the History of Medicine in Fillmore County Prior
to 1900,” which Nora H. Guthrey began contributing to Minnesota
Medicine in March, represent one of the most significant chapters in the
“History of Medicine in Minnesota” published in that periodical in re-
cent years. In the April number Miss Guthrey gives a “Roster of
Physicians in Order of Arrival by Decades” for the period from 1852 to
1899, and she discusses the local, the intercounty, and the interstate
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practice of these men. She describes the conditions under which they prac-
ticed and tells of the organization and early activities of the Fillmore
County Medical Society in the May and June numbers. Reprinted in the
narrative are notices about the society’s activities that appeared in early
issues of the Preston Republican. Among them is a “Fee Bill” adopted at a
meeting held on October 11, 1867.

A pamphlet on Red Wing and Its Daily Newspaper, consisting of
sections on “News Content and Readership” by Ralph O. Nafziger and
on “Management Problems” by Thomas F. Barnhart, has been pub-
lished by the University of Minnesota Press as number g of a series on
The Community Basis for Postwar Planning (1946. 54 p.). As a set-
ting for the analysis of content of Red Wing’s one newspaper, the
Republican Eagle, Mr. Nafziger provides a survey of the “Evolution of
the Red Wing Press” from 1855 to the present.

The “Minneapolis collection” that Miss Ruth Thompson assembled
in the Minneapolis Public Library while serving as a member of its
staff is described in the Minneapolis Tribune for April 7, which an-
nounces her retirement. From meager beginnings, according to this re-
port, the collection has grown until it includes some fifteen hundred
books, about ten thousand clippings and pamphlets, and about eleven
thousand pictures. Notable among the latter is Alexander Loemans’
painting of the Falls of St. Anthony. “Minnesota Memories” by Miss
Thompson continue to appear in the Tribune. A brief “History of the
Northwest Angle” is published with a thumbnail map in the issue for
April 1; the dedication on May 17, 1897, of the statue of Ole Bull in
Loring Park is recalled on May 13; and the “Mill Explosion of 1878 is
the subject of the sketch published on May 27.

The founding of the Fergus Falls Public Library more than seventy
years ago, its history and growth, and its development into an “informa-
tion center” for the city it serves are described in the Fergus Falls Daily
Journal for April g. Included are accounts of the city’s library building,
its library board, and its librarians.

Early years at Concordia College, a Lutheran school established in
St. Paul in 1893, are pictured in the rotogravure section of the Sz. Paul
Pioneer Press of May 19. Illustrations show the college dormitory of
1893, the buildings of the state reform school which Concordia acquired
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in 1894 after the former institution was removed to Red Wing, and the
faculty and student body of 1894.

The Minnesota backgrounds of the College of St. Thomas and St.
Thomas Military Academy in St. Paul are described in words and in
pictures in a pamphlet entitled In the Light of the Past (1945. 23 p.).
A brief historical “Prologue,” sketches of Archbishop John Ireland,
“Founder” of the college in 1885, and of James J. Hill, “Co-founder,”
and a review of the school’s “Achievements” comprise the printed text.
A wider field, however, is embraced by the pictures, which include views
of old Fort Snelling, the chapel of St. Paul, frontier street scenes in
St. Paul and Minneapolis, early modes of transportation in Minnesota,
the first Minnesota capitol, structures that have served as cathedrals in
St. Paul, and various aspects of the St. Thomas campus from 1885 to

1940.

The fact that the St. Peter Company, which was organized in 1857
in an attempt to remove the capitol from St. Paul to St. Peter, still exists
and elects officers annually is brought out in an illustrated feature article
appearing in the Sz. Paul Pioneer Press for May 28. The oft-repeated
story of Joe Rolette’s disappearance with the capitol removal bill, which
supposedly saved the situation for St. Paul, is therein told once more.

The history of Irvine Park is featured by Mark Fitzpatrick in his col-
umn of “Forgotten Facts about St. Paul” in the Sz. Paul Shopper for
April 10. The writer tells of the gift of the park to the city in 1847, and
he recalls that in its vicinity lived such well-known pioneers as Governor
Ramsey, Henry Moss, and Judge Lafayette Emmett. “Historic Park
Place” is the subject of an article published in the same column for
June 5.

In commemoration of its seventy-fifth anniversary, the Trinity Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church of Faribault conducted special services on June
23 and published a bound volume of sixty-four pages reviewing its his-
tory. The latter, which is elaborately illustrated, is far more substantial
than the average church anniversary history. An opening sketch of Fari-
bault and its founding is followed by an account of the pioneer Lutheran
missionary activity in Minnesota Territory which resulted in the organi-
zation of the first Lutheran congregation in that city. Sketches of the
ministers who served as leaders of the church after 1864, accounts of the
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buildings in which Trinity congregation has worshipped, a history of
Trinity School, and notes on church organizations are other features of
the publication.

The passing of a “northern landmark” — the buildings on the south
shore of the Lake of the Woods in which Barney Arnesen conducted
his fishery from 1897 to 1945 —is reported by John Dobie in the Con-
servation Volunteer for May-June. In these crude but sturdy buildings,
according to Mr. Dobie, thousands of pounds of sturgeon and whitefish
were graded, dressed, packed, and shipped. They have served also as a
“center of family and community life,” a haven for storm-bound trav-
clers on the lake, a local post office, and a gathering place for the few
settlers in the vicinity. Now, Mr. Dobie announces, the weather-beaten
structures have been replaced by new buildings “more efficient in present
day commerce.” A striking picture of the old Arnesen fishery is repro-
duced in the Volunzeer.

The beginnings of the Greyhound Corporation and the bus system
that it operates are identified with the Mesabi Range area of Minnesota
by Arthur W, Baum and John B. Tigrett in an article entitled “Every-
thing Happens on a Bus” in the Sezurday Evening Post for April 20.
The writers recall the taxi lines between Hibbing and Alice which Eric
Wickman and Ralph Bogan decided to run on a regular schedule and
from which the Greyhound lines eventually developed.

In commemoration of the “soth anniversary of the founding of Hib-
bing and the 25th anniversary of the opening of South Hibbing,” the
Mesabi Range community arranged an elaborate “Victory Jubilee and
Homecoming,” which opened on June 30 and continued through July 4.
Included in the program were banquets, parades, displays, church serv-
ices, and speeches. Governor Thye was among the speakers who on
July 2 addressed the thirtieth anniversary banquet of the Hibbing Cen-
tral Labor Union,
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