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he succeeded Dr. Theodore C. Blegen as secretary and superintendent.
He was on leave of absence from September, 1942, when he entered
the Army Air Forces with the rank of first lieutenant, until November,
1945, when he was discharged with the rank of major. During Major
Larsen’s absence, Dr. Lewis Beeson served as secretary and superintendent
of the society.

To the society’s series of Narratives and Documents, Major Larsen
contributed a volume entitled Crusader and Feminist: Letters of Jane
Grey Swisshelm (1934), and he published numerous articles in this
and other magazines. His most recent contribution to the quarterly is
an explanation of “How the Junior Historians Work,” in the issue' for
June, 1947. Under Major Larsen’s editorship, the format of Minnesota
History was completely redesigned, the present colorful cover design
was adopted, and the note sections were reorganized. He promoted
a series of Minnesota Centennial Publications, two numbers in which
were published in 1946 — Minnesota under Four Flags and Minnesota,
The North Star State in Pictures. The latter appeared under the joint
imprint of the society and the Itasca Press of St. Paul. Another book
published by the society while Major Larsen was superintendent is Dr.
Grace Lee Nute’s The Voyageur's Highway (1941).

Major Larsen organized a Junior Historical Society in Minnesota,
and he began the publication of a periodical, the Gopher Historian, de-
voted to its activities and interests. In November, 1946, he established
a monthly, News for Members, designed especially to carry current
news about the society and its accomplishments to its members. Be-
tween 1939, when Major Larsen took over the superintendency, and
July of the present year, the membership of the society increased from
1,560 to 1,97I.

Upon leaving the society, Major Larsen went to Washington, D. C,,
where he has been assigned to the office of the air historian, at the
headquarters of the Army Air Forces in the Pentagon Building. There
he will continue the work in which he was engaged during the final
months of the Second World War, by participating in the writing and
editing of the history of the Air Corps in the conflict.

The society has been very fortunate in obtaining as Major Larsen’s
successor a professional historian of wide experience — Dr. Carlton C.
Qualey. Much of his training and background are identified with Min-
nesota, for he was born at Spring Grove, attended grade and high
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school there, was graduated from St. Olaf College in Northfield in
1929, and received his master’s degree in American history from the
University of Minnesota in 1930. Eight years later Columbia University
in New York City conferred upon him the degree of doctor of philoso-
phy. His thesis, a study of Norwegian Settlement in the United States,
was published by the Norwegian-American Historical Association
(Northfield, 1938). He contributed an article on “Pioneer Norwegian
Settlement in Minnesota” to this magazine in 1931 (ante, 12: 247—280),
and numerous book reviews from his pen have appeared in these pages.
A survey of “Newer Interpretations of American History to 1860,” in
a volume on the Study and Teaching of American History edited by
Richard E. Thursfield for the National Council for the Social Studies
(1946), is among Dr. Qualey’s more recent writings in the field of
American history. He has taught in both Columbia University and
Swarthmore College, and in 1946 he was named professor of American
history in Carleton College, Northfield. He will retain his professorship
there, in addition to serving as secretary and superintendent of the
society. Dr. Qualey also has taken over the editorship of the society’s
publications.

A special staff to prepare and carry out an appropriate commemora-
tion of the Minnesota territorial centennial in 1949, for which the
Minnesota legislature provided funds (see anze, p. 196), has now been
named. Appointed to direct the centennial is Dean Julius M. Nolte of
the general extension division in the University of Minnesota, who
will devote a third of his time to the forthcoming celebration. Dean
Nolte, who has been connected with the university since 1935, is well
known throughout the state, particularly for his work over a six-year
period as director of the university’s Center for Continuation Study.
Working with Dean Nolte in organizing the centennial is Mr. Richard
R. Sackett, deputy director, who has been granted a leave of absence
from his position as field director of the Minnesota Historical Society
in order to serve in that capacity. Other members of the centennial
staff are Mr. Peter S. Popovich, administrative assistant; Mr. Robert N.
Brown, research assistant; and Miss Dayis Johnson, secretary-receptionist.
To carry the message of the centennial into schools throughout the
state, and to organize essay contests, prepare educational programs, and
promote the work of the Junior Historians in relation to the anniversary,
Miss Margaret G. O'Farrell and Miss Dorothy Foss have been added
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to the staff. Centennial headquarters have been opened on the first floor
of the Historical Building in St. Paul.

The Minnesota State Archives Commission, which was established by
the 1947 legislature with the superintendent of the Minnesota Historical
Society as its executive secretary (see ante, p. 198), has inaugurated its
program, working from headquarters in the Historical Building. As
its first major project, the commission will microfilm warrants accumu-
lated in the state auditor’s office since Minnesota became a state in
1858. With the exception of items that may have special historical value,
the original warrants will be destroyed after microfilming, and the his-
torical society will preserve the film copies. Such originals as are
considered worth keeping, as well as all original warrants for the
territorial period, will be deposited with the society for permanent
preservation. To determine which state records are now inactive, which
should be microfilmed, which may be destroyed, and which should be
preserved in their original form, a survey is now under way. Thus a
long-range archival program for Minnesota is in preparation.

Before a joint meeting of the Minnesota Historical Society and the
Minnesota Archaeological Society, held in the auditorium of the His-
torical Building on the evening of June 3, Dr. Konstantin Reichardt,
professor of linguistics and comparative philology in the University of
Minnesota, discussed the Kensington rune stone. After devoting much
time to a study of the stone, particularly its linguistic aspects, Dr.
Reichardt was ready to announce that “until its validity is definitely
disproved, there still is a chance that the stone may prove an important
historical discovery.” He expressed the belief that the student should
concentrate on the philological aspects of the inscription itself, since
the central problem in relation to the stone is that of the authenticity
of the runic inscription. Knowledge of runes and their use, he pointed
out, has advanced greatly since the Kensington stone was discovered
in central Minnesota in 1898; and he believes that as research advances
it may still be possible to prove that the exceptional characters used in
the inscription are authentic. It will be necessary, however, according
to Dr. Reichardt, to determine the exact dialect used by the carver of the
inscription, and to prove that he was familiar with all the unusual
characters found on the stone. Such an undertaking, he believes, may
involve many years of further research.
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Two concerts of “Yesterday’s Music in Minnesota and the North-
west” have been arranged under the joint auspices of the society and
the Schubert Club of St. Paul for presentation in the auditorium of the
Historical Building at 3:00 p.M. on October 15 and November 12.
The music to be performed will be drawn largely from the society’s
collection; the talent will be supplied by the active section of the Schu-
bert Club. Professor Philip D. Jordan of the University of Minnesota
history department and the society’s staff will give an introductory talk
for the first program, which will include some of the songs of the
Hutchinson family, some of the instrumental music that Antonin
Dvorak wrote while living in the Middle West, and other numbers.
Among the selections on the second program will be voyageur songs,
emigrant songs, Minnesota folk songs, and some of the music of
Minnesota composers; it will be introduced by Dean Theodore C.
Blegen of the university graduate school. The programs have been
planned by a committee consisting of Mrs. Harold Henly and Mrs.
Albert E. Ahrens of the Schubert Club and Miss Bertha L. Heilbron
of the society’s staff. Members of both organizations, as well as the
general public, are invited to attend the concerts.

A centennial art exhibit that will serve as a review of the entire history
of Minnesota art from the earliest pictorial records to the present is
being planned by a special committee, of which Mr. Harry Grier of the
Minneapolis Institute of Arts and Mr. Norman Geske of the Walker
Art Center of Minneapolis are co-chairmen. Other institutions repre-
sented on the committee include the St. Paul Gallery, the University
of Minnesota Gallery, and the Minnesota Historical Society; and it is
expected that an extension committee composed of people residing
outside the Twin Cities will be named later. The committee’s plans
now call for displays of early and modern painting, an architectural
exhibit, a sculpture exhibit, displays of folk and domestic arts, and
costume exhibits. Ways and means are being considered for showing
some of the material in remote parts of the state in traveling exhibits,
on slides, and by other means.

The society’s regular schedule of hours was resumed on September
2, with the museum, the library, and the newspaper and manuscript
divisions remaining open from 8:30 a.M. to 5:00 .M., Mondays through
Saturdays. In addition, the museum is open from 2:00 p.M. to 5:00 P.M.
on Sundays.
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The article on “The Study of Family History in a Minnesota Col-
lege” which Sister Mary Virginia contributed to the issue of this maga-
zine for December, 1946, has been reprinted in the April-May number
of American Heritage.

The Minnesota Historical Society’s file of the New Ulm Pionier is
featured in a news story by Don O’Grady appearing in the magazine
section of the Sz. Paul Pioneer Press for June 1. Under the title “1862
Revolt Ended Pioneer Journal,” the writer tells how the publication
of the paper was abruptly terminated when its plant was burned by
the Sioux in the uprising of 1862. Mention is made of the society’s
complete file, covering the period from January 1, 1858, to August 16,
1862, as well as of its manuscript records relating to the paper’s history.

The Reminiscences of George M. Smith and His Connection with
the Railroads of the Northwest is the title of a rare pamphlet recently
presented by Smith’s daughter, Mrs. Harry S. Burnham of Schenec-
tady, New York. The narrative was written by his widow, Mrs. Fannie
B. Smith, and published in 1935 for the museum of the Chicago, St.
Paul, Minneapolis and Omaha Railway in St. Paul. It contains a record
of Smith’s service with that railroad and with the Chicago and North-
western road. Included is his own account of “The First Visit to the
Head of the Lakes of Jay Cooke” in 1867.

Photostatic copies of sixty-two letters and other items in the Edward
Eggleston Papers have been made for the society from the originals in
the Collection of Regional History of Cornell University. Most of the
letters date from the decade, from 1856 to 1866, that the author
of the Hoosier School-master spent in Minnesota, at St. Paul, Traverse
des Sioux, Red Wing, Winona, and other frontier settlements. They
contain important material on the early history of the Methodist church
in Minnesota, with which Eggleston was connected as a circuit rider
and minister, on the beginnings of Hamline University at Red Wing, and
on Eggleston’s formative years as a writer of fiction and a contributor
to such magazines as Harper's.

A manuscript volume containing the schedules of the Minnesota
state census of 1875 for St. Louis, Steele, Stevens, and Swift counties
has been turned over to the society by the secretary of state. Since it
completes the records of the 1875 census, this volume, discovered when
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the vault in the secretary of state’s office was being rearranged, is an
important addition to the society’s collection of census schedules.

Chiefly of genealogical interest are the papers of Mrs. Emily S.
Kimball of Minneapolis, recently presented by Miss Vera P. L. Stebbins
of that city. The Young family is prominently represented in the family
records, since Mrs. Kimball was a daughter of Winthrop Young, a St.
Anthony pioneer of 1857 who became a Minneapolis banker. A few
Civil War letters received by Young from a correspondent in Wash-
ington are included in the collection.

A collection of papers of the Equity Cooperative Exchange, consist-
ing of four filing boxes of correspondence and other manuscripts and a
scrapbook of newspaper clippings, is the gift of Mr. Benjamin Drake
of Minneapolis, who served as attorney for this agrarian selling agency.
From these materials may be reconstructed the history, from 1912 to
1922, of a farmers’ organization that attempted to control grain sales
in order to obtain higher prices. Its headquarters were in Fargo, and
its membership was drawn from Minnesota, the Dakotas, and Mon-
tana. Much of the correspondence in the collection relates to a con-
troversy between the Exchange and the Minneapolis Chamber of
Commerce, which had a monopoly of local grain sales until the
Exchange opened a branch office in Minneapolis in 1912. Included in
the collection are official transcripts of hearings before a legislative in-
vestigation resulting from the controversy in 1913, and the official
report of an investigation conducted before the Federal Trade Com-
mission from September 5 to 14, 1922. With the collection is a copy
of a doctoral dissertation on “Farmer Movements Since 1902,” submitted
at the University of Wisconsin in 1940 by Theodore Saloutos. It will
be recalled that Dr. Saloutos contributed an article on “The National
Producers’ Alliance” to the March, 1947, issue of this magazine. Another
significant item in Mr. Drake’s gift consists of five scrapbooks of clip-
pings relating to the presidential campaign of 1912.

A folder of letters dating from 1930 to 1942 and fifteen scrapbooks
kept by the late Franklin F. Ellsworth of Minneapolis from 1904 to
1934 have been received through the courtesy of Mr. E. L. Dills of
Minneapolis. Thirteen of the scrapbooks relate to Ellsworth’s career as
an attorney, author, and representative in Congress from 1915 to 1g21.
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Letters from President Roosevelt, James A. Farley, Cordell Hull, and
other national figures are included in the correspondence.

The annual reports, minutes of meetings, and other records of the
St. Paul chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution for
the years from 1925 to 1944 have been added to earlier files in the
custody of the society by the regent, Mrs. Royal A. Stone of St. Paul.

A collection of letters written by former students and members of
the faculty of Wilson High School of St. Paul while serving with the
armed forces in the Second World War is the gift of the school. The let-
ters, which date from 1942 to 1945, are bound in four volumes.

Three typewritten volumes of materials gathered by the genealogical
records committee of the Minnesota Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion have been presented to the society. One volume contains a copy of
the unpublished early records of two churches of Voluntown, Connecti-
cut; another has various Bible and family records; and the third includes
copies of some Minnesota records, as well as genealogical data. In it are
some early Minnesota Valley marriage records and gravestone inscrip-
tions from cemeteries at Medford, Wolcott, and Clinton Falls in Steele
County.

The first volume of Abstracts of the Wills and Administration of
Estates of Washington County, Ohio, 1788-1850 compiled by Genevieve
M. Potts (Columbus, 1946. 69 p.) has been received by the society
as a gift from Monument chapter, Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion, in memory of Mrs. Hugh V. Mercer. Among other recent additions
to the local history collection are Forks of Elkhorn Church by Ermina
J. Darnell (Louisville, Kentucky, 1946. 322 p.); History of Kensing-
ton, New Hampshire, 1663-1945 by Roland D. Sawyer (Farmington,
Maine, 1946. 404 p.); Burlington: A Provincial Capitol by George
De Cou (Philadelphia, 1945. 246 p.); History of Lowell and Adams
Township by Norris F. Schneider (Lowell, Ohio, 1946. 28 p.); The
Early English Settlers of South Carolina by A. S. Salley (Mount Pleas-
ant, South Carolina, 1947. 19 p.); and Historic Madison, the Story of
Jackson and Madison County, Tennessee by Emma 1. Williams (Jack-
son, Tennessee, 1946. 553 p.).

Sketches of some pioneer Minnesota families appear in the newly
received Bogue Genealogy by Flora B. Deming (Rutland, Vermont,
1944. 322 p.). Other genealogies recently added to the society’s collec-
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tion include Cossarz or Cozart: A Brief Genealogical and Historical
Sketch of the Name and Family by Mary E. Tilley (Rougemont, North
Carolina, 1944. %5 p.); A New England Epic: The Descendants of
Captain Richard Dickinson by Edward M. Dickinson (Milford, New
Hampshire, 1945. 79 p.); Seven Generations of Family Bible Records,
Descendants of Rebecca Ogden and Caleb Halsted by Laura A. D. Shop-
taugh (Oakland, California, 1947. 49 p.); William Huston of Volun-
town, Connecticut and Some of His Descendants by Aimee M. Eck
(Minpeapolis, Minnesota, 1947. 6 p.); Kemper Records (1946): A
Supplement to the Kemper Family (1899) by Virginia M. McComb
(Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, 1946. 229 p.); The Lincolns in Virginia
by John W. Wayland (Staunton, Virginia, 1946. 299 p.); The Loomer
Family Ancestry by Addie E. Loomer-Shepard (Des Moines, 1946.
61 p.); Historical Notes concerning the Moody Family by Herbert A.
Moody (Turners Falls, Massachusetts, 1947. 43 p.); Our Nation Build-
ers by Lulu L. Martin (Americus, Georgia, 1947. 142 p.); Phillips
Family by Eva M. Firestone (Upton, Wyoming, 1946. 44 p.); Joshua
Prentice, His Ancestors and Descendants by Willard J. Prentice (Balti-
more, 1946. 66 p.); The Rogers-Turfler Family: A Search for Ances-
tors by 1. Newton Williams (Bradley Beach, New Jersey, 1946. 114 p.);
Stevens-Washburn, with Related Lines by Annie S. Jones (Lonsdale,
Arkansas, 1946. 195 p.); and The Yeamans-Yeomans-Youmans Gene-
alogy by Grant S. Youmans (Rutland, Vermont, 1946. 127 p.).
LMF.

REeEADERS” COMMENTS

A bit of new evidence concerning the date and possible origin of the
Paul Bunyan tales is provided by Miss Mary L. Grant of Englewood,
New Jersey, in the following extract from a recent letter. Like the editorial
reprinted in this section for March from the Bemidji Daily Pioncer (ante,
p- 92), Miss Grant’s letter grew out of a reading of Dr. Jordan’s “Toward
a New Folklore” in the December number of this magazine. She writes:

I grew up in a Minnesota town on the Mississippi’s banks which
was strictly a lumbering town. My father was in the planing mill and
building contracting business. We were but a short way from the booms
where the rafts were made from the logs that came down the Missis-
sippi and the Chippewa rivers, and the steamers pushing their rafts were
a daily sight, during the season, past our city. All of my friends came
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from families associated in one way or another with lumber, and yet I
never heard of Paul until about 1920.

All this I realize was several hundred miles from the logging camps
in the north woods, the supposed habitat of Paul and his blue ox. But
it made a close connection between the tree in the camp and the lumber
in the mill. Gossip and folklore run on a more slender thread than that.

When the last trees of the Minnesota and Wisconsin woods had been
cut down, most of those lumber companies moved to the North Pacific
states. Many of their experienced workers of the logging camps went
with them. But they must have taken on many green local men and
perhaps forms also.

Might it not be that the men from the Middle West filled the heads
of the green helpers with “tall tales” of their former camps? These
tales accepted and repeated soon spread and were given a Middle West
locale, though originating in the Far West.

This may be farfetched, but to me it seems quite possible. It may
have been suggested by others but I have not heard of it. I never have
offered it before but you gave me my chance and I couldn’t resist.

Wuo's Wuo 1~ THis Issus

The author of the leading article in this number, Mr. F. Paul
Prucha, received his master’s degree in history from the University of
Minnesota in March, 1947. Much of the material for his article on Fort
Ripley was drawn from his thesis, which deals with “The Army Post
on the Minnesota Frontier, 1819-1882.” Before enlisting in the Army
Air Forces in December, 1942, Mr. Prucha wrote an article on “Min-
nesota’s Attitude toward the Southern Case for Secession” for publica-
tion in Minnesota History (see ante, 24: 307-317). He was discharged
from the army in March, 1946, after attaining the rank of first lieu-
tenant. During the past summer Mr. Prucha taught history in the
State Teachers College at Peru, Nebraska, and he is now enrolled in
the graduate school of Harvard University.

Dr. Richard Bardon, a Duluth physician, and Dr. Grace Lee Nute,
a research associate on the staff of the Minnesota Historical Society, pre-
pared for publication herein the concluding installment of George
Nelson’s reminiscences of “A Winter in the St. Croix Valley, 1802-03.”
They edited also the two earlier sections of the Nelson narrative which
appeared in the March and June issues of this magazine.

Dr. Philip D. Jordan, professor of history in the University of Min-
nesota, is familiar to readers of this magazine, for he is a frequent
contributor of articles and reviews. As a research associate, he is direct-
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ing the preparation of a “History of Public Health in Minnesota” for
the Minnesota Historical Society. He generously placed at the disposal
of the editors of this magazine the results of an experiment in family
history conducted in his university class in Minnesota history in 1946-47.
With his own introductory remarks, four of the essays prepared by his
students are printed in the section devoted to “Minnesota History and
the Schools” under the general title of “A Minnesota Melting Pot.”

With a review in this issue, Dr. Carlton C. Qualey makes his first
contribution to Minnesota History since his appointment as superin-
tendent of the Minnesota Historical Society. Other writers represented
in the bock review section are Dr. Jordan; Dr., William Randel, associ-
ate professor of English in Florida State University at Tallahassee; M,
G. Hubert Smith, curator of the society’s museum, who is now on
leave of absence to participate in a research and writing project of the
Illinois State Museum; and Dr. Evadene Burris Swanson, lecturer in
American history at Roosevelt College in Chicago.
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