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county historical societies can play in arranging an art exhibit. Mr. Julius
Nolte, who spoke next, expressed the hope that the art committee will
produce a permanent contribution to the state’s cultural resources. The
need for research in the little-known field of Minnesota art history was
stressed by Mr. Norman Geske of the Walker Art Center in Minneapo-
lis. He outlined the many possibilities for the study and display of paint-
ing, sculpture, and architecture in the Twin Cities and in the smaller
communities of the state. A general discussion, which was continued
after a pause for lunch, followed. Among those who participated were
Mrs. Ruth Lawrence of the University of Minnesota gallery, Mr. Russell
Plimpton of the Minneapolis Institute of Arts, and Mr. Nolte, who sug-
gested some of the ways in which art exhibits might be taken into the
state’s rural areas.

An agricultural committee of the Minnesota Territorial Centennial
has been named, with Dr. J. O. Christianson of the Minnesota School of
Agriculture as chairman and seventeen additional members represent-
ing all sections of the state. At a recent meeting, they formulated plans
for the participation in the centennial of rural residents in each of Min-
nesota’s eighty-seven counties.

The Duluth Chamber of Commerce has appointed a centennial com-
mittee to draft plans for the city’s participation in the Minnesota
Territorial Centennial of 1949. Its members met with Mr. Julius M.
Nolte, director of the Territorial Centennial celebration, in Duluth on
September 16. On behalf of the centennial, Mr. Nolte attended regional
meetings of the League of Minnesota Municipalities held in September
and October at Bagley, Warren, Coleraine, Elk River, Mankato, and
Rushford. '

Tuae Lake MiNNETONKA TOUR

About two hundred and fifty people participated in a historical tour
on September 13, arranged jointly by the Minnesota Historical Society
and the Hennepin County Historical Society to exploit the Lake Min-
netonka country. Although the tour was the twenty-first held under the
auspices of the state society, it was the first occasion of its kind since
1942, when Fort Snelling was the scene of a summer meeting (see ante,
23: 267). Restrictions on travel made such conventions impossible dur-
ing the war years. Now that they have been lifted, the state society has
resurhed the annual tours inaugurated in the summer of 1922.
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Perfect weather added greatly to the pleasure of the tourists who
gathered at the museum of the Hennepin County Historical Society in
Minneapolis at g:00 A.M. for the trip to one of Minnesota’s earliest
summer resorts. The first stop on the shores of lovely Lake Minnetonka
was made at Wayzata, where the village hall provided a meeting place.
There Mayor Craig H. Shaver, whose grandfather settled at Minne-
tonka Mills in 1852 and whose father was born and raised near the
lake, welcomed the visitors. He was followed by Judge Kenneth G.
Brill, president of the state society, who introduced Mr. Dana Frear,
president of the Hennepin County organization. He told something of
the pioneer history of the Minnetonka region, stressing the role played
by members of the Shaver family, and welcomed the tourists to Hen-
nepin County and Lake Minnetonka.

The tour then followed the lake shore to the beautiful Minnetonka
Beach residence of Mr. Bergmann Richards, a vice-president of the Min-
nesota Historical Society. On the spacious porch, overlooking colorful
gardens and a wide lawn stretching toward the lake, the tourists gath-
ered to hear an interesting and appropriate program of talks. After wel-
coming his guests, Mr. Richards introduced Mr. Welles Eastman, who
recalled some childhood experiences of the 18go’s on Lake Minnetonka
and told an entertaining story about James J. Hill and the Great Northern
station at Wayzata. Dr. Grace Lee Nute of the state historical society’s
staff spoke next, taking as her subject “Impressions of an Historian-to-be
of Lake Minnetonka.” She drew largely upon material recently assembled
for a forthcoming history of the lake which is now in preparation for
publication by the Minnesota Historical Society. Miss Nute’s stories of
experiences rising out of her search for information, as well as of ex-
plorers, settlers, travelers, and pleasure-seekers in the vicinity, indicated
something of the wide interest that the full story of the lake is likely
to have. Following Miss Nute on the program was Dr. Lloyd A. Wilford,
archaeologist in the department of anthropology in the University of
Minnesota. He described in detail excavations conducted in the Minne-
tonka area during the past summer by a group of students working
under his direction. Later in the day, the tourists saw some of the ma-
terials discovered by these archaeologists in local Indian mounds, for
they were on display in the window of a bank at Mound.

The luncheon session, at which Judge Brill presided, was held at the
Minnetonka Country Club. He introduced to the audience Dr. Carlton
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C. Qualey, the newly appointed superintendent of the Minnesota His-
torical Society, who was making his first appearance before a meeting
of that organization. In order to give his listeners a picture of the Lake
Minnetonka country in the 1850’s, Mr. Qualey read extracts from a
contemporary narrative written by Edwin Whitefield after a trip from
St. Anthony to the lake in 1856. With his own illustrations — for White-
field was a skilled artist—his account was published in Leske’s
ustrated Newspaper in the following year. The next speaker was Dr.
Theodore C. Blegen, dean of the graduate school in the University of
Minnesota and a vice-president of the Minnesota Historical Society, Tak-
ing as his subject “The Saga of Saga Hill,” he told the story of his own
boyhood experiences in a Lake Minnetonka summer colony near Spring
Park founded in 1885 by a group of Norwegian-American teachers, min-
isters, and other professional men. With his entertaining and charming
tales of fishing expeditions, boating parties, encounters with gypsies, sum-
mer visitors, and the like, Dean Blegen held his audience spellbound. He
furnished convincing proof that the historian must recognize the impor-
tance of the simple lives of the people — of what he designates as “grass-
roots history.”

Following Dean Blegen’s talk, the visitors went to Excelsior, where
they gathered in the picturesque Trinity Episcopal Church for the final
session of the day and where the history of this interesting structure
was reviewed by the Reverend Horton I. French. There was ample evi-
dence that the tourists had enjoyed the day and that they would look
forward with enthusiasm to future summer meetings of the Minnesota
Historical Society.

For MinNEsoTa HistoricaL Society Uskers

The society can now add to the list of writers of fiction who have
exploited its rich resources the name of Sinclair Lewis. During the fall
months, Mr. Lewis made his headquarters in the Historical Building
while gathering material for his first historical novel. Some outstanding
Minnesota pioneers will figure in the work, which will have a Minnesota
setting. Another novelist who has made recent use of the society’s col-
lections is Herbert Krause. He is planning a novel with an international
setting in the Red River Valley of the fur-trade era, and he reports that
he found fascinating background material in the society’s library and
manuscript division. An author who is engaged in writing a history of
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frontier art, Professor John Francis McDermott of Washington Uni-
versity, St. Louis, visited the society in September, when he spent several
days examining the work of pioneer artists in the society’s collections
and assembling material about their careers. To promote his project, Dr.
McDermott received a Newberry Library Fellowship in Midwestern
Studies.

The Forest Products History Foundation of the Minnesota Historical
Society has issued as number 1 of its Publications an attractive bookiet
reviewing the story of its origin and organization and describing its aims
and objectives (1947. 16 p.). It is illustrated with half a dozen excel-
lent pictures. Copies of the pamphlet will be distributed to all members
of the society.

To make possible the preparation and publication of a book similar
to The Voyageur's Highway dealing with the Rainy Lake country, the
society has received a grant of thirty-five hundred dollars from the Min-
nesota and Ontario Paper Company of International Falls. Miss Nute
has been commissioned to write the book, which in a sense will con-
tinue the story of Minnesota’s northern boundary begun in The Voy-
ageur’s Highway.

An attractive card has been designed which in the future will be
sent to recipients of gift memberships in the society. The type of mem-
bership and the name of the individual presenting it will be added to
each card. Those who wish to send distinctive and appropriate gifts at
moderate cost will doubtless make frequent use of these cards.

The society was well represented on the program presented at the
fall dinner meeting of the Friends of the University of Minnesota Li-
brary, which was held on the university campus on October 7. Dr. Carl-
ton C. Qualey, the society’s superintendent, spoke on “Lincoln and
Minnesota.” Other speakers included Dean Julius Nolte, the Minnesota
Territorial Centennial director, and Dean Theodore C. Blegen, the so-
ciety’s first vice-president. A feature of the program was a talk on “The
Lincoln Papers” by Dr. Paul M. Angle, director of the Chicago Historical
Society.

In the Minneapolis Tribune for August 10, Bob Murphy devotes most
of his column, “The Show Window,” to a review of Andrew F. Jensen’s
article on “Two Decades of Trouping in Minnesota,” published in the
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June issue of this magazine. “Things Were Rugged in Show Business
Here — 80 Years Ago,” Mr. Murphy announces in his headline. With
his article is reproduced the print of the Grand Opera House of Min-
neapolis appearing ante, p. 100.

A session devoted to the co-operative efforts of the Minnesota His-
torical Society and the state parks of Minnesota was included on a
program presented in connection with a conference of state park superin-
tendents held at Itasca State Park from September 16 to 19. The society
was represented by its field director, Mr. Richard R. Sackett, who spoke
on “Preserving History in the State Parks.”

The Minnesota Historical Society has co-operated with the University
of Minnesota Museum of Natural History in redesigning the museum
at Itasca State Park and installing fresh exhibits there. The newly
arranged historical exhibits include a life-size diarama of a frontier trap-
per’s cabin, seven cases of lumbering material, a case of Indian bead-
work, and an archaeological display. The museum, which is now known
as the Mississippi Headwaters Museum, will be formally opened to the
public in the spring of 1948 with a special program calling attention to
the historical and natural history resources of the area it serves. The
work of redesigning the museum and arranging the displays was done
by Mr. Richard Sackett of the historical society and Mr. Donald K. Lewis
of the Museum of Natural History.

Among recent exhibits in the society’s museum was one sponsored
by the Northwest Coin Club and arranged to illustrate “The Romance
of Money.” Its opening on the evening of October 15 attracted about a
hundred and fifty people to the society’s building.

In preparation for the Minnesota Territorial Centennial, the museum
rooms on the third floor of the Historical Buildings are being redeco-
rated. New displays that will reflect in logical sequence the whole sweep
of Minnesota history are now being planned.

Mr. G. Hubert Smith, who had been on leave of absence for six
months, returned to his duties as curator of the society’s museum on
October 15.

Judge Bert Fesler of Duluth, a member of the society’s executive
council from 1939 to 1945, died in his home city on November 4. Rep-
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resenting the society at his funeral on November 7 was Mr. Elmer F.
Blu of Duluth.

Now available in the society’s manuscript collection is a wealth of
new material about Presbyterian churches in western Wisconsin and
southern Minnesota from 1854 to 1908. It is to be found in the Reverend
Charles Thayer’s diaries, presented by Mrs. F. T. Gerecke of Minne-
apolis. In forty-seven little manuscript volumes, Thayer tells of his
activities as a home missionary at Hudson in 1855; of ministering to pio-
neer congregations in Prescott, West St. Paul, Rockford, Delano, Long
Lake, Jordan, Belle Plaine, and other places in the 1860’s and 1870’s; of
organizing churches at Farmington, Empire, Vermillion, Luverne, Bea-
ver Creek, Pipestone, and Swan Lake as late as 188s; and of periods of
residence at Farmington, Luverne, Pipestone, and Delhi. The later diaries
contain a record of Thayer’s life and activities after 1889 in Minneapolis,
where he served as pastor at large for the Presbytery of that city.

Photostatic copies of an agent’s records of five steerage certificates pre-
paid at Rush City between 1882 and 1884 have been made for the society
from originals in the Rush City State Bank. How residents of Rush City
paid in advance for the passage to America of friends and relatives in
Germany, Sweden, and Switzerland who planned to emigrate is indicated
by these certificates. One of them records that three adults and a child
traveled from Glarus, Switzerland, to Rush City in 1883 for $158.98.

Surveys made in Dakota County from 1881 to 1885 by Andrew
Keegan are recorded in a notebook recently presented by his grand-
daughter, Miss Laura Glenn of Minneapolis. Keegan’s compass and
surveying chain, used over a period of twelve years while he served as
county surveyor, accompany the gift. Included also are a small cash book
listing items of general merchandise purchased from 1896 to 1898 and a
folder of receipts dating from 1884 to 1909 from the papers of Miss
Glenn’s father, Perry Glenn.

A letter book kept from April, 1895, to November, 1897, by Brayton
Ives, president of the Northern Pacific Railroad Company, is an im-
portant addition to the society’s manuscripts relating to the history of
railroads in the Northwest. A period of financial difficulty for the North-
ern Pacific is reflected in these letters; the years covered were marked by
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reorganization, receivership, and finally by the sale of a large amount of
stock to James J. Hill and his associates. Ives’s attitute toward the sale is
expressed in a letter of May 25, 1895, in which he berates those who
“intend apparently to sell the road to its chief rival on terms which. are
ridiculously and wickedly severe on the holders of both stocks and
bonds.”

The original plans for the Minnesota Capitol and its grounds, with
drawings, blueprints, specifications, and a wealth of correspondence, in-
cluding bids and contracts, have been received with a mass of papers
from the St. Paul office of Cass Gilbert, the distinguished architect who
designed the building. The papers, which fill more than a hundred filing
boxes and date from the years 1889 to 1907, are the gift of the David-
son Compahy of St. Paul. A number of the letters are signed by Daniel
Chester French, some of whose sculptural works adorn the Capitol. The
collection should prove to be of inestimable value not only to students of
Gilbert’s career, but to anyone interested in Northwest architecture, for
it includes specifications for and correspondence relating to a large num-
ber of important buildings throughout the area. Among them are the
Endicott Building, St. Clement’s Church, the Dayton Avenue Presby-
terian Church, and the Northern Pacific Railroad Building in St. Paul;
several structures on the campus of the University of Minnesota; railroad
stations at Little Falls, Willmar, Anoka, Bismarck, and Grand Forks;
and various churches, hotels, and private homes. The plans for the New
York Custom House also are included in the collection.

A filing box and a volume of papers that reflect the story of the found-
ing and early activities of the Farm Boy Cavaliers of America are the
gifts of Dr. J. O. Christianson of the University Farm, St. Paul. They
consist largely of letters written from 1926 to 1930 to the late D. D.
Mayne, principal of the University of Minnesota School of Agriculture,
who founded this youth organization for boys living on farms. Included
also are the constitution of the Cavaliers, reports on the activities of vari-
ous troops, miscellaneous items about their history, and thirteen copies of
the organization’s official publication, the Farm Boy Cavalicr News.

That Minnesota boasted a Gopher State Amateur Press Association in
1874 is revealed in a tiny pamphlet recently presented by Mr. H. Dudley
Fitz of Fairmont. It is the Minnesota Amateurs’ Directory for 1874, com-
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piled by Harry Johns and published at St. Paul (16 p.). The booklet
contains a “Brief History of Amateur Journalism in Minnesota,” which
traces its origin back to 1854, when Clarence E. Judd published the first
number of the S¢. Paul Post. No fewer than fourteen “amateur journals”
were issued in Minnesota two decades later, according to the present
pampblet, which lists titles, place of publication, publishers, and the like.

A recent addition to the society’s collection of material relating to Dan
Emmett is a short play entitled The Origin of Negro Minstrelsy and the
Birth of Emmett's Dixie’s Land by Raymond J. Iden (Mount Vernon,
Ohio, 1938). It will be recalled that the composer spent some time in St.
Paul in the 1850’s, where his brother, Judge Lafayette Emmett, gained
fame as a pioneer jurist. Some biographical material about Dan Emmett
is published in the introduction to the present booklet.

The ancestry of several Minnesota families is outlined in a group of
typewritten genealogies received during the summer quarter. One is a
chart by Edwin R. Baker entitled “Ancestry of Four Children of Oliver
Baker and Mary Ellen Rice Who Came to St. Paul in 1885 from Ohio”
(1947). Others include “The Conner Family in Minnesota and the West,
1856 to 1946” by Spencer R. Cleland (St. Paul, 1946. 10 p.); and “The
Risser Family” (Minneapolis, 1947. 62 p.) and “The Roberts Family
of Washington County, Iowa” (Minneapolis, 1947. 10 p.) both by Jose-
phine R. Bassett.

Southern families are featured in another group of recent acquisitions
which includes Owur Early Parents and Their Descendents, A Genealo-
gical Record of Some Ancestors and the Descendents of William Fleming
Butler and His Wife, Virginia Judith Winston Butler by Charles M. An-
drews (Richmond, Virginia, 1945. 136 p.); Meet Your Grandfather: A
Sketch-book of the Hagood-Tobin Family, by General Johnson Hagood
(Charleston, South Carolina, 1946. 165 p.); The Herndon Family of
Virginia, by John G. Herndon (Philadelphia, 1947. 60 p.); and Pre-
liminary Notes on the Whaleys of Loudoun County, Virginia by Levi K.
Cramb (Fairbury, Nebraska, 1947. 38 p.).

Other genealogies recently received include: The Descendants of Peter
Beghtol by Virginia I. Maes (Redfield, South Dakota, 1942. 23 p.); The
Brenner Family by Scott F. Brenner (Reading, Pennsylvania, 1946. 14
p.); The Geist Relation by A. Frank Geist (Valley View, Pennsylvania,
1940. 925 p.); The Lusk Family by Alma V. Lusk (1938. 123 p);
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Some of the Descendants of Robert and Jane McCune by Alfred A.
Knapp and Amy E. McCune (Winter Park, Florida. 57 p.); My Folks
by Oliver F. Mershon (Rahway, New Jersey, 1946. 227 p.); The Strenu-
ous Life: The “Oyster Bay” Roosevelts in Business and Finance by
William T. Cobb (New York, 1946. 99 p.); Henry Siberts and His
Descendants by Hazel G. Siberts (Washington, Iowa, 1939. 35 p); and
The Family of van der Pyl in America by Robert A. van der Pyl (Chi-
cago, 1946. 77 p.)-

Ways and Means of ldentifying Ancestors by Evan L. Reed (Chicago,
1947. 217 p.) is an addition to the genealogical collection that will be
useful to beginners in the field of family history. Those who are seeking
obscure records will welcome two new compilations by Elizabeth Hay-
ward: Vital Records from the Baptist Weekly Journal, 1832 and 1833;
and the Cross and Baptist Journal, 1834 (Ridgewood, New Jersey, 1947.
8 p.) and Soldiers and Patriots of the American Revolution: A List
Compiled from Baptist Periodicals (Ridgewood, 1947. 8 p.). Recent
additions to the society’s local history collection include Early Days in
Hamilton County, Iowa, by Bessie L. Lyon (Webster City, Iowa, 1946.
104 p.); Rowley Massachusetts, “Mr. Ezechi Rogers Plantation” 1639~
1850 by Amos E. Jewett and Emily M. Jewett (Rowley, 1946. 350 p.) —
a work presented by the Minneapolis chapter, Sons of the American
Revolution; The Ancient Town of Pelham, Westchester County, State
of New York by Lockwood Barr (Pelham Manor, New York, 1946. 190
p.); Old Dutch Houses of Brooklyn by Maud E. Dilliard (New York,
1945. 119 p.); History, Reminiscences, Anecdotes and Legends of Great
Sodus Bay by Walter H. Green (Sodus, New York, 1947. 309 p.); Early
Pennsylvania Births by Charles A. Fisher (Selinsgrove, Pennsylvania,
1947. 107 p.); South Carolina Memorials (Registration of Land Grants)
by Katie-Prince Esker (Washington, D.C., 1946. 145 p.); and Records
of Will Books of County of Abbeville compiled by Pauline Young
(Washington, D.C,, 1947. 108 p.).

An important collection of several hundred photographs made largely
in the area of the Twin Cities in the later decades of the nineteenth cen-
ury is the gift of Mr. Jefferson Jones of Bozeman, Montana. They were
assembled during the years when Mr. Jones was connected with the
Minneapolis Journal, and many of them were published in that paper.
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Wao’s Wao 1Ny THis [ssue

Marion Ramsey Furness was the only child of Minnesota’s first ter-
ritorial governor to reach maturity. Two brothers, Alexander and Wil-
liam, died in infancy. Mrs. Furness was a member of the executive
council of the Minnesota Historical Society from 1921 until her death
on November 1, 1935. She gave evidence of her interest in the society
by presenting to it many of her father’s papers and diaries, including
most of the fascinating documents on which she based the paper pub-
lished as the leading article in this issue of Minnesote History. Much of
her long life was spent in St. Paul, where she continued until her death
to live in the spacious mansion built by Governor Ramsey.

Dr. Carlton C. Qualey is the superintendent of the Minnesota His-
torical Society and professor of history in Carleton College, Northfield.
He surveys herein the writings about Minnesota’s territorial history
published in twenty-seven volumes of Minnesota History. Dr. Philip
D. Jordan, who has edited for the present issue a humorous letter about
territorial Minnesota, is director of the society’s public health project
and professor of history in the University of Minnesota.

Mrs. Hermine Munz Baumbhofer, a graduate of the University of
Minnesota, is a member of the staff of the National Archives in Wash-
ington, D.C., where she is connected with the photographic records
office. When he wrote the paper published in another section of this
magazine, Mr. Gerald R. Phillips was associated with the college of edu-
cation in the University of Minnesota as an instructor in the University
High School.

Contributing reviews to the present issue, in addition to Dr. Qualey
and Dr. Jordan, are Professor John T. Flanagan of the department of
English in the University of Illinois; Dr. Merrill E. Jarchow, dean of
men in Carleton College, Northfield; Miss Lucile M. Kane of the staff
of the Forest Products History Foundation of the Minnesota Historical
Society; and Dr. Theodore L. Nydahl, a teacher of social studies in
Mankato State Teachers College.
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