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January, 1947, which carried an iUustrated article about its activities by 

Bennie Bengtson. 

Before the annual meeting of the St. Louis County Historical Society, 
held at Duluth on November 25, Mr. Gilbert G. Fawcett spoke on a 
radio program, "Historic Site Ahead," which he has been conducting 
for a local department store during the past three years. To illustrate 
his remarks, he played recordings of two sketches included in the series. 
The president of the society. Dr. Richard Bardon, was re-elected; Mr. 
J. D. Mahoney is treasurer, and Miss Corah L. Colbrath is secretary. In 
her annual report. Miss Colbrath announced that the society added 
sixty-three new members in 1947. Dr. Bardon, who presided, called 
attention to the plans for the Centennial celebration of 1949 and out­
lined the possibilities for local participation in the event. 

The American Association for State and Local History has conferred 
one of its "Annual Awards of Merit" upon the St. Louis County His­
torical Society of Duluth. The award, which is announced in the monthly 
State and Local History News for November, commends the Minnesota 
organization "for collecting historical materials, including manuscripts 
and artifacts, maintaining a biographical file of citizens of St. Louis 
County, for opening a new headquarters and museum on August i, 
1947, and for sponsoring the erection of bronze markers at Indian 
mounds." The November issue of the News, which inaugurates its fourth 
volume, is distinguished by a new and greatly expanded format. The 
number consists of twenty-eight pages, it includes a report of the associa­
tion's annual meeting at Denver in September, it contains news sections 
on its own activities and on those of local societies throughout the na­
tion, and it is attractively designed and illustrated. 

Local plans for observing the 1949 Territorial Centennial were formu­
lated at a meeting of the Stearns County Historical Society held at St. 
Cloud on October 23. The state-wide Centennial celebration was ex­
plained and described by Mr. Richard R. Sackett of the state historical 
society. To arrange for local participation in the Centennial, a com­
mittee was named consisting of the Reverend Walter Reger of College­
ville, Sister Grace McDonald of St. Joseph, and Miss Gertrude Gove and 
Mr. D. S. Brainard of St. Cloud. 

The Lake Pepin Valley Historical Society reorganized as the Wabasha 
County Historical Society at a meeting held in Lake City on October 15. 
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That the Minnesota Territorial Centennial celebration might well be 
launched at Stillwater on August 26, 1948, was suggested by Dr. Carlton 
C. Qualey of the state historical society in speaking before a joint meet­
ing of the Washington County Historical Society and the StiUwater 
Association at Stillwater on November 20. He pointed out that the one-
hundredth anniversary of the StiUwater Convention of 1848 — an event 
of prime significance in the story of territorial organization — wiU fall 
on that date. The events leading up to the convention were outlined by 
the speaker, who read extracts from the minutes of the gathering. To 
act as chairman of the local centennial committee and take charge of the 
Stillwater celebration, Mr. E. L. Roney of that city has been named. 

C E N T E N N I A L N E W S 

Since the Centennial director reviews the work of his office in an 

address published elsewhere in this issue, only a few items that supple­

ment his report are included in the present section. 

Mr. Harold Searls has been appointed pageant director for the Terri­
torial Centennial. He has prepared the text of a pageant, "Minnesota, 
Hail to Thee," which is intended for use throughout the state in con­
nection with Centennial celebrations. When it seems desirable, local 
episodes can be inserted in the text, which deals largely with events and 
characters of state-wide interest. The pageant has been multigraphed, 
and copies may be obtained free of charge in the Centennial office. Ten­
tative plans are now under way for the presentation of pageants in the 
state parks of Minnesota in 1949; these and other spectacles of a state­
wide nature wUl be directed by Mr. Searls. He was formerly secretary 
and manager of the Keep Minnesota Green committee. 

To encourage the teaching of Minnesota and local history and pro­
mote the organization of Junior Historian chapters. Miss Louise Spaeth 
has been named school field representative on the Centennial staff. She 
spends much of her time in the field, making contacts with county 
superintendents of schools and teachers in junior and senior high schools. 

The Centennial office has issued several mimeographed bulletins for 

use in connection with the teaching of Minnesota history in elementary 

and secondary schools. They give suggestions and directions for a "chil­

dren's treasure hunt" in the elementary schools, for the making of a Min­

nesota scrapbook, for a "local treasure hunt" by pupils in secondary 
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schools, and for locating and marking historic sites of local significance. 
One bulletin provides a list of readings in Minnesota history for teach­
ers, parents, and pupils. Others relate to the activities of the Junior 
Historians, giving directions for the organization of a chapter, providing 
rules for a writing contest, and listing forty-four "Activity Suggestions 
for Junior Historians.'' Copies of these bulletins may be obtained with­
out charge from the Centennial office in the Historical Building. For 
members of Junior Historian chapters, the mimeographed Gopher His 
torian continues to appear. Volume 2, number i was issued in Novem­
ber. 

The work of organizing county committees for the planning of local 
Centennial observances had been inaugurated in fifteen Minnesota coun­
ties before the first of the year. In Aitkin, Anoka, Big Stone, Carlton, 
Chippewa, Cook, Crow Wing, Freeborn, Kandiyohi, Koochiching, 
Mower, Nicollet, Renville, Rice, and Waseca counties, individuals who 
will direct the work of organization have been named. 

The St. Paul Association has named Mr. Vernon E. Fairbanks as 
chairman of a committee to plan and direct St. Paul's program of par­
ticipation in the Minnesota Territorial Centennial of 1949. According to 
the association's January News, Mr. Fairbanks will be assisted by a 
"committee of 100" composed of an "equal number of men and women 
active in community affairs." In addition to Minnesota's Centennial, the 
association plans to observe the one-hundredth birthday of the city of 
St. Paul and of its first newspaper. 

Mrs. Clyde Bobbins, state regent of the Minnesota Daughters of the 
American Revolution, has appointed a Centennial committee to make 
plans for that organization's participation in the celebration of 1949. Its 
five members are Mrs. Walter D. Hyde and Mrs. Milo D. Webster of 
Minneapolis, Mrs. Bunn T. Willson of Rochester, Mrs. C. R. McKenney 
of North St. Paul, and Mrs. Guy B. Fairchild of Duluth. 

As one feature of the Centennial celebration of 1949, the Leif Erikson 
Monument Association, of which Professor P. M. Glasoe of St. Olaf 
College, Northfield, is chairman, is planning to erect a statue of the 
Norse explorer near the Capitol in St. Paul. The sculptor, John K. 
Daniels, has prepared a working model which is now on display in the 
Historical BuUding. 
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N E W S OF THE MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

The society's ninety-ninth annual meeting, which was held in St. 
Paul on January 12, opened with a luncheon at the St. Paul Hotel. 
About a hundred and seventy people gathered for the occasion. For the 
program that followed the luncheon. Judge Kenneth G. BriU, the retir­
ing president of the society, presided. He introduced those seated at 
the speaker's table, and then called upon Dean Julius M. Nolte for a 
report on "The Territorial Centennial of 1949," of which he is director. 
His address appears in full elsewhere in this issue of Minnesota History. 
Some comments followed by Dr. Carlton C. Qualey, superintendent of 
the society, who stressed the need for a larger and stronger member­
ship. He then asked Professor A. C. Krey to express to Judge BriU 
the society's appreciation for his work as president during the past three 
years. His remarks, commending Judge Brill for his "record of unselfish, 
devoted service" on behalf of the society, have been published in the 
February issue of News for Members. 

The business session of the annual meeting, for which about a hun­
dred people assembled in the auditorium of the Historical Building at 
3:00 P.M., featured the reading of annual reports by the treasurer, Mr. 
Julian Baird, and the secretary-superintendent. Dr. Qualey's report is 
published in this number of the quarterly. The following thirty life 
members of the society were elected to serve on its executive council for 
the triennium from 1948 to 1951: Julian B. Baird of St. Paul, Henry N. 
Benson of St. Peter, Theodore C. Blegen of St. Paul, Elmer F. Blu of 
Duluth, Kenneth G. Brill of St. Paul, Ralph Budd of Chicago, Homer 
P. Clark of St. Paul, George C. Crosby of Minneapolis, Mrs. Grace Flan­
drau of St. Paul, the Very Reverend Vincent J. Flynn of St. Paul, Guy 
Stanton Ford of Washington, D.C, Miss Laura Furness of St. Paul, 
Julius E. Haycraft of Fairmont, Louis W. Hill, Jr., of St. Paul, August 
C. Krey of St. Paul, Victor E. Lawson of WUlmar, Albert J. Lobb of 
Rochester, Clarence R. Magney of Duluth, James E. Montague of Crooks­
ton, Andrew J. Newgren of St. Paul, Julius M. Nolte of Wayzata, Ira C. 
Oehler of St. Paul, Carlton C. Qualey of Northfield, Bergmann Richards 
of Minneapolis, L. A. Rossman of Grand Rapids, John B. Sanborn of St. 
Paul, Charles Stees of St. Paul, Sigurd Ueland of Minneapolis, Thomas 
F. Wallace of Minneapolis, and Dr. Harry B. Zimmermann of St. Paul. 
After the meeting, many of those who attended took advantage of an 
opportunity to see the society's new microfilm equipment. Later in the 
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afternoon, members of the newly elected executive councU assembled in 
the superintendent's office, where they elected the society's officers for the 
coming three years. They are Mr. Richards, president; Professor Krey 
and Judge Magney, vice-presidents; Dr. Qualey, secretary; and Mr. Baird, 
treasurer. 

Two programs of "Yesterday's Music in Minnesota and the North­
west,'' arranged by the society in coUaboration with the Schubert Club 
of St. Paul and presented in the society's auditorium on October 15 and 
November 12, attracted audiences of a hundred and fifty to two hundred 
people. The background for the music was sketched in introductory 
talks by Professor Philip D. Jordan of the department of history and 
Dean Theodore C. Blegen of the graduate school in the University of 
Minnesota; the performers were members of the Schubert Club's active 
section. Music composed especiaUy for Banvard's panorama of the Mis­
sissippi River, songs of the Hutchinsons and other family singers, and 
baUads were featured on the first program; the second consisted largely 
of folksongs of the immigrant, the voyageur, and the lumberjack. 
Much of the music performed was drawn from the society's collection 
and from Dr. Jordan's extensive collection of American sheet music. 
Some of his music was used also in one of the special displays arranged 
in the museum to Ulustrate and give color to the programs; other ex­
hibits consisted of items reminiscent of the careers of the Hutchinsons 
and of John Banvard. Many of the performers appeared in costumes 
from the society's collection. The programs received much favorable 
notice in the newspapers of the Twin Cities^ and the St. Paul Dispatch 
for October 24 carried an illustrated article about the display of sheet 
music. 

The Minnesota Historical Society's Forest Products History Founda­
tion, its work and its accomplishments, was the subject of a paper read 
by its director. Dr. Rodney C. Loehr, before a meeting of the Society 
of American Foresters in Minneapolis on December 19. Dr. Loehr p r t 
sided at a joint session of the American Historical Association and the 
Agricultural History Society, held in connection with their annual mee^ 
ings in Cleveland on December 27. The subject of discussion by the 
session was "Phases of European and Asiatic Agricultural History." 

Mr. George B. Engberg, a research fellow on the staff of the society's 
Forest Products History Foundation, has joined the faculty of the Uni-
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versity of Cincinnati as assistant professor of history. He is teaching eco­
nomic history and business and government relations. 

George Nelson's journal of the early nineteenth-century fur trade, 
which was published with an introduction and notes by Dr. Richard 
Bardon of Duluth and Dr. Grace Lee Nute of the society's staff in the 
issues of this magazine for March, June, and September, 1947, has been 
reprinted as a separate booklet (46 p.) . Copies of the reprint, which has 
an attractive wine-colored cover, may be purchased from the Minnesota 
Historical Society for fifty cents each. 

Mrs. Furness' article on "Governor Ramsey and Frontier Minne­
sota," published in the December issue of this magazine, appears in a 
condensed version, under the tide "A Governor Comes to Minnesota," 
in the magazine section of the St. Paul Pioneer Press for December 28. 
Several appropriate illustrations accompany the newspaper version. 

An article on "My Yugoslav Background" by Thomas Dasovich, 
which appeared in the September issue of this magazine, was reprinted 
in the December issue of the Butler Miner, a monthly periodical pub­
Ushed at Cooley for the employees of the firm of Butler Brothers. It is 
of interest to note that the author of this litde autobiographical narra­
tive, which was prepared as a classroom project in the University of 
Minnesota, was formerly employed by Buffer Brothers. 

To the society's extensive Hennepin collection, a Dutch translation 
of the Belgian friar's Nouveau Voyage, pubUshed at Utrecht in 1698, has 
been added. It bears the tide Aenmerckelychke historische reys-beschry-
vinge door verscheyde landen veel grooter eds die van geheel Europa 
onlanghs ontdeckt- The society also has acquired another edition of 
Lahontan's Voyages dans I'Amerique septentrionale (Amsterdam, 1728. 
3 vols.). In all, twelve editions of Lahontan's work are now available 
in the society's library; of these three are in English, seven are in French, 
one is in Dutch, and one is in Italian. 

The society's rich collection of material relating to the history of the 
Canadian setdements on the Red River has been enlarged by the addi­
tion of a volume entided Rough Times, 1870-1920 (271 p.). The author, 
Joseph F. Tennant, presents the book as a "souvenir of the 50th anni­
versary of the Red River Expedition and the formation of the Province 
of Manitoba." Much reminiscent material is included in the volume. 
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The September, 1883, issue of The Minnehahan, a litde-known Min­
nesota periodical, is the gift of Mrs. M. H . Stanford of St. Paul. Al­
though a "Salutatory" suggests that the number is the first to appear 
under the title of The Minnehahan, it is designated as volume 4, num­
ber 8, since it "follows, in number and volume, a magazine which has 
enjoyed a large constituency of readers for nearly five years." W. S. 
Cochrane and William R. Dobbyn of Minneapolis were the editors and 
publishers. Among the contributions appearing in the issue are a poetical 
version of the Winona legend and an article on Lake Minnetonka. 

Large, though incomplete, unbound files of two Hudson, Wisconsin, 
newspapers, presented by Mr. Willis H. MiUer of that city, are important 
additions to the society's collection of St. Croix Valley newspapers. The 
file of the True Republican begins with volume i, number i, issued on 
November 1, 1871, and extends to August 23, 1916; that of the Star-
Times covers the period from December 24, 1880, to December 11, 1908. 

Two autograph letters of Ralph Waldo Emerson have been presented 
by Mr. F. K. Weyerhaeuser of St. Paul. Both were written in 1822 to 
a personal friend, John B. Garrison, and both discuss political and liter­
ary interests shared by the two men. 

Last year a letter written by Zachary Taylor while he was stationed 
at Fort Snelling, now to be found among his papers in the Library of 
Congress, was published in this magazine (ante, 28:15-19). After read­
ing it, Mr. AUyn K. Ford of Minneapolis caUed the society's attention 
to two additional Taylor letters with Fort Snelling date lines in his 
personal collection of autograph letters and manuscripts. Through 
his courtesy, photostatic copies of these significant records of old Fort 
Snelling have been made for the society. Dated July i and November 
II , 1828, both letters are addressed to the adjutant general of the army. 
Conditions in and about the fort, as well as the duties of the members 
of the garrison, are particularly well pictured in the earlier letter. "I 
cannot for a moment believe that the situation of this post is properly 
understood by those making the disposition of the troops," writes Tay­
lor. "What with taking care of the mills [at the Falls of St. Anthony], 
& public cattle, & providing forage for them for the winter, & getting 
fuel which has to be procured at a considerable distance from the Fort," 
he continues, "one half of the command at least are frequently at the 
mercy of the Indians were they disposed to commence hostilities.'' 
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Significant new material on the removal of the Winnebago to the 
Long Prairie Reservation in 1848 is to be found in two letter books of 
Henry M. Rice, recendy presented by Christ's Book Shop of St. Paul 
through the courtesy of Dr. Louis Powell of the St. Paul Institute. One 
volume contains letter-press copies of letters written by Rice from June 
15, 1848, to November 8, 1849; the other was kept in 1854 whUe Rice 
was serving as a delegate in Congress from Minnesota Territory. In addi­
tion to letters about the removal of the Winnebago, which Rice directed, 
the earlier volume contains many items relating to the Minnesota fur 
trade, particularly among the Chippewa and the Winnebago. That 
Indian affairs continued to interest Rice in Washington is evident from 
numerous letters in the second volume. On May 27, 1854, he described 
the poverty of the Chippewa; on another occasion he appealed for assist­
ance for the Reverend G. A. Belcourt in conducting schools among the 
Chippewa; and he refers to difficulties with the Indians in the vicinity 
of Fort Ripley in a letter of June 12. An appeal for daily maU service 
between Galena and St. Paul is made in a letter of May 13, 1854, in 
which Rice informed the postmaster general that the tri-weekly service 
then provided was inadequate. 

A box of Civil War letters and miscellaneous papers of WUliam 
B. McGrorty of St. Paul is the gift of Miss Eugenie McGrorty of St. 
Paul. McGrorty served with the Fifth Minnesota Volunteer Infantry, 
attaining the rank of captain in 1864. Letters to his family from 
St. Louis, Memphis, Corinth, Vicksburg, and various other places record 
his experiences in the Civil War. 

Students of agricultural history, and particularly those who are con­
cerned with the story of the farmer in politics, will be interested in the 
papers of Edwin H. Atwood, a farmer at Maine Prairie in Stearns 
County and later a resident of St. Cloud, recendy presented by Mr. 
Harry E. Atwood of Minneapolis. The records, which date from about 
i860 to 1899, consist of four diaries, three account books, and five filing 
boxes of correspondence. Of particular interest are manuscripts in the 
coUection relating to Atwood's activities on behalf of the state Grange 
and the Minnesota Farmers' Alliance, with both of which he was promi­
nendy identified. 

The papers of the late Congressman Andrew J. Volstead, who gained 
fame nationally as the "father of Prohibition," have been presented by 
his daughter and son-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. Carl Lomen of Granite FaUs. 
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They consist of six filing boxes of letters, newspaper clippings, Congres­
sional bUls, copies of addresses, and similar materials dating largely 
from the years from 1918 to 1923. Many of the letters reflect public 
opinion on the subject of Prohibition during the years following the 
First World War. There is also a wealth of material relating to the Farm­
ers' Cooperative Marketing Act, of which Volstead was the author. The 
much disputed Congressional election of 1920, in which the rivalry be­
tween Volstead and the Reverend O. J. Kvale drew wide attention, is 
the subject of a large number of letters in the collection. 

The records of the Minnesota ChUd Labor Committee, consisting of 
two volumes and a folder of papers, have been received through the 
courtesy of Miss Hermine R. Konig of Minneapolis. They contain lists 
of members, minutes of meetings, a copy of the constitution, and finan­
cial reports dating from the formation of the committee in 1908 to 1920. 

A detailed record of St. Paul's role in the Second World War is 
available in the papers of the St. Paul War History Committee, con­
sisting of three volumes and four filing boxes of miscellaneous materials, 
which have been turned over to the society by Judge Gustavus Loevinger 
of St. Paul. One volume deals with the activities of the St. Paul Housing 
Committee; another, well illustrated with photographs, records the cere­
monies at the St. Paul Armory which accompanied the induction of 
groups of men into the service. 

About ninety original drawings by Charles L. Bartholomew of Min­
neapolis, who gained fame as a cartoonist under the pseudonym of 
"Bart," have been presented by the artist. Most of the cartoons in the 
coUection were published in the Minneapolis fournal or in other news­
papers, and they date from 1898 to the present decade. Included in the 
gift are original cartoons by several other caricaturists, including Frank 
Wing and Rowland C. Bowman, a volume of Wing's cartoons published 
under the title. Amiable Libels: More than One Hundred Sketches of 
Minneapolitans (Chicago, 1916), and several volumes of "Bart's" col­
lected cartoons. 

A collection of motion picture films, filling more than forty boxes, 
is the gift of Mr. WUliam Lochren of Minneapolis. Since they record 
in moving pictures a great variety of Minnesota events from 1905 to 
1920, the films are an important and imusual addition to the society's 
collections. 
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W H O ' S W H O IN T H I S ISSUE 

Dr. MerriU E. Jarchow is dean of men at Carleton College, North-
field. In the past seven years he has contributed to this magazine articles 
on many phases of Minnesota's agricidtural history, including state and 
county fairs, farm machinery, livestock, and dairying. To this list he 
now adds an article on "King Wheat," tracing the changes in the Min­
nesota farmer's attitude toward this staple crop from pre-territorial days 
to about 1880. 

In this issue. Miss Bertha L. Heilbron, editor of the quarterly, inaugu­
rates a new series of "Territorial Daguerreotypes" — contemporary docu­
ments picturing Minnesota conditions and events in the era from 1849 
to 1858. "Bridging the Mississippi" for the first time is the event de­
scribed by a pioneer St. Paul woman in the letter of 1855 published 
herein. 

The plans for the Minnesota Territorial Centennial of 1949 are out­
lined and the progress made in 1947 in putting them into operation is 
reviewed by the Centennial director. Dean Julius M. Nolte of the exten­
sion division in the University of Minnesota. The report on the activities 
of the Minnesota Historical Society in 1947 was prepared by its superin­
tendent. Dr. Carlton C. Qualey, who is also professor of history at 
Carleton CoUege, Northfield. 

Fourteen authors, hailing from many sections of the United States, con­
tribute book reviews to the present issue of the quarterly. The writer of 
the opening review. Dr. Merle Curti, is professor of history in the 
University of Wisconsin. He is widely known for his books in the field 
of social history, including The Growth of American Thought (1943) 
and The Roots of American Loyalty (1946). Representatives of eight 
additional universities and colleges have prepared evaluations of recent 
books in the fields of American, Northwest, and Minnesota history for 
this number of Minnesota History. Dr. Huntley Dupre is professor of 
history in Macalester College, St. Paul; and Dr. Edwin H. Ford is 
associate professor of journalism in the University of Minnesota. From 
Augustana College at Sioux Falls, South Dakota, where he is head of 
the department of English, comes Mr. Herbert Krause, whose novels. 
Wind without Rain and The Thresher, have been enthusiastically ac­
claimed. At present he is engaged in writing a novel against a back­
ground of Red River Valley history. A member of the history faculty 
in the University of Washington at Seatde is Professor Henry S. Lucas, 
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the author of a centennial history of Holland, Michigan, which is 
reviewed ante, 28:367. Washington University at St. Louis is represented 
by Professor John Francis McDermott of the department of English, an 
author and editor of wide experience who is now engaged in writing 
a history of frontier art before the Civil War. Dr. Fred A. Shannon is 
professor of history in the University of Illinois, the author of The Or­
ganization and Administration of the Union Army (1928), and the 
editor of a recent volume of the Civil War Letters of Sergeant Onley 
Andrus (1947). In addition to Dean Jarchow, who contributes a review 
as well as an article, Carleton College is represented by Miss Jean Anne 
Vincent, assistant professor of the history of art. She is the holder of a 
fellowship in art history from the American Council of Learned So­
cieties. From the State Teachers CoUege at River Falls, Wisconsin, comes 
Dr. Walker D. Wyman, chairman of the department of social sciences. 
He is the author of a book on The Wild Horse of the West (1945). 

Mr. Stewart H. Holbrook, who reviews a new publication of the 
society's Forest Products History Foundation, is a journalist and author 
whose prolific writings touch upon many aspects of American economic 
history. Several books, including Burning an Empire (1943), give evi­
dence of his interest in logging history; his most recent book is The 
Story of American Railroads (1947). Three members of the society's 
staff complete the list of reviewers. Mrs. Mary W. Berthel is associate 
editor of publications and the author of a forthcoming book on James 
M. Goodhue, Minnesota's pioneer editor. Dr. Rodney C. Loehr is direc­
tor of the Forest Products History Foundation, a member of the history 
faculty in the University of Minnesota, and the editor of a volume of 
Minnesota Farmers' Diaries published by the society in 1939. Mr. G. 
Hubert Smith is curator of the society's museum and the author of 
several articles in the field of archaeology. 
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