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personal invitation to attend the celebration in the North Star State. The
Swedish government will honor the contribution of its nationals to Min-
nesota and other states in the Mississippi Valley by sending to the Cen-
tennial an official delegation of leading Swedish citizens, headed by
Prince Bertil, the second son of the crown prince. The delegation will
visit Minnesota from June 25 to 28 and will participate in a series of
events in the Twin Cities, reaching a climax on Sunday, June 27, when
Svenskarnas Dag will be celebrated at the State Fair grounds in St. Paul.
One of the highlights of the celebration in St. Paul will be the unveiling
of a marker to commemorate Falstrom’s contributions to Minnesota’s
early development.

Other Swedish Centennial celebrations will be held in Chicago, Des
Moines, Omaha, Detroit, Escanaba, Rockford, Rock Island, and Moline.

NiLs WiLLiam OLsson

As one feature of Minnesota’s participation in the Swedish Pioneer
Centennial, members of the royal party will visit the Historical Building
on the morning of June 26 and will view the special exhibits depicting
the life of Swedish pioneers in the upper Mississippi Valley. The cen-
tennial is marked in the present issue of this magazine by the publication
of Roy Swanson’s article on “Ola Virmlanning.”

CENTENNIAL NEwWs

The writer of an editorial in the Minneapolis Star for January 15
raises the question “Why a Territorial Fete?” and answers it by declar-
ing that the “most colorful period of Minnesota’s development occurred
while it was a territory.” He calls attention to some of the more pictur-
esque features of the nine-year era—a rush of settlement “comparable
to the gold rush in California,” a series of Indian treaties, and the rail-
road excursion of 1854, to name a few. “A territorial celebration in 1949
is entirely appropriate and every citizen should make it his business to
see that the observance is a lusty success in keeping with our territorial
beginnings,” the writer concludes.

3

“All eyes will be focused on the state” during the Territorial Cen-
tennial of 1949, reads an editorial in the Grand Meadow Record for
March 11. “Minnesota will get more attention nationally —and more
newspaper print —in this one year than it can hope for in the next ten,”
the editor continues. “That is why county Centennial Committees are
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fast setting up shop to make plans and arrange programs to attract visi-
tors and travelers from all over the states. We should not ignore the
enormous possibilities for trade, traffic and growth in the Centennial
year.” The editor gives special attention to the “seven significant dates”
of 1849 that “marked the development of organized government in
Minnesota and established its political existence.”

Mr. Harold Searls, pageant director of the Minnesota Territorial Cen-
tennial, is the author of “Minnesota, Hail to Theel”, a pageant script
recently issued in mimeographed form by the Centennial committee
(1948. 14 p.). In his foreword, Mr. Searls points out that although the
script was prepared for indoor pageantry, “by increasing the cast of
characters and adding to stage properties, it can be adapted easily to
outdoor showing.” Events of state-wide interest are stressed, but the
arrangement is such that local happenings can be added without detract-
ing from the general theme, High schools, public libraries, county Cen-
tennial committee chairmen, county fair board secretaries, and other
community leaders who wish to promote and stage pageants in 1949 may
obtain copies of the script by writing to the Centennial office in the His-
torical Building, St. Paul. Mr. Searls is preparing a second script for use
by elementary schools and junior clubs.

Chairmen of county Centennial committees and others interested in
plans for the 1949 celebration assembled in the Center for Continuation
Study at the University of Minnesota on March 30 and 31 for an institute
on the Minnesota Territorial Centennial. Thirty-three counties were rep-
resented. Members of the staff of the Minnesota Historical Society, of
the Centennial office, and of various Centennial committees participated
in the discussion. Among the topics examined were “The Centennial
Plan and Its Fulfillment,” pageants, radio programs, publicity, historical
exhibits, local historical societies and the Centennial, the Centennial and
the schools, the fine arts and the Centennial, agriculture and the Cen-
tennial, and the Minnesota State Fair and the Centennial.

The opening session of the 1948 spring conference of the Minnesota
Council for the Social Studies, held on the campus of the University of
Minnesota on March 5, was devoted to “Minnesota’s Centennial and the
Social Studies.” Participating in the program were the chairman of the
Minnesota Historical Society’s school committee, Dr. Horace T. Morse,
and three members of the Centennial staff, Robert Brown, Miss Dorothy
Foss, and Miss Margaret O’Farrell.
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The Minnesota territorial seal of 1849 will be the model for the first
of a series of special cachets to be used during the Minnesota Territorial
Centennial year. A committee composed of Mr. John W. Shay and Mr.
John R. Coan of Minneapolis and Mr. Roy W. Swanson of St. Paul is
planning the cachet designs and arranging for their use. The territorial
seal, which was designed by Colonel J. J. Abert and Captain Seth East-
man, is the subject of a feature article entitled “When Minnesota’s Sun

Set in East,” appearing in the magazine section of the St. Paul Pioncer
Press for March 28.

An act authorizing a three-cent commemorative stamp for the Minne-
sota Centennial has been passed by both houses of Congress and signed
by the President. The stamp will be issued on March 3, 1949, the one-
hundredth anniversary of territorial organization. Although both houses
passed a bill providing for a commemorative fifty-cent piece, the Presi-
dent vetoed the act. Plans are now under way for designing and striking
a Centennial medallion to be cast in bronze.

On January 23, Dean J. M. Nolte, the Centennial director, explained
and described the plans for the 1949 celebration before the eighty-second
annual convention of the Minnesota Editorial Association, meeting in St.

Paul.

A talk on the Minnesota Territorial Centennial by Richard R. Sackett
was a feature of a program presented before some four hundred people
who attended a dinner meeting of the Minnesota Finnish-American His-
torical Society in Virginia on February 7. “Minnesota state centennial
year is 1949,” read an announcement on the printed program. It was
followed by the statement, “Let us make our part in it worthwhile.”

In fifty-five of Minnesota’s eighty-seven counties Centennial chairmen
had been named before March 1 and activities looking toward local
celebrations had been inaugurated. Local committees had been named
by the chairmen in twenty-nine counties.

The restoration of the house built near Sacred Heart by Joseph R.
Brown is one of the objectives of the Renville County Centennial com-
mittee, which was organized at Olivia on March 8. This attractive
frontier home was destroyed by the Indians during the Sioux War of
1862, and only a few walls remain to indicate its original location.
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News oF THE MiNNEsoTA HistoricaL Sociery

Dr. Carlton C. Qualey, who succeeded Major Arthur J. Larsen as
superintendent of the society and editor of its publications on July 1s,
1947, has announced his resignation. For members of the society and
readers of its quarterly, Dr. Qualey has written the following message:
“It was with great regret that the secretary-superintendent of the society
found it necessary to submit his resignation, effective on June 30, 1948.
He will resume full-time duties as professor of American history in Carle-
ton College, Northfield. As a life member of the society, he will continue
to be of every possible help in forwarding its best interests.”

The present issue of Minnesota History is unique in one respect, for
it contains the first illustration in full color ever to appear in the society’s
quarterly. The magazine’s regular budget could not cover the cost in-
volved in making four-color plates and printing this copy of Francis
Lee Jaques’ magnificent painting of the “Picture Rock of Crooked Lake.”
Its appearance in this issue was made possible only by a generous dona-
tion from a member of the society. Readers will doubtless be glad to
know that the reproduction of Mr. Jaques’ canvas and Miss Nute’s his-
torical sketch of the scene depicted are to be reprinted in a pamphlet.
Copies of the booklet may be purchased from the society for twenty-five
cents each. The original painting by Mr. Jaques is an important recent ad-
dition to the society’s collections. It is now on view in the museum on the
third floor of the Historical Building.

The index for volume 28 of Minnesota History is now in press; it
will be ready for distribution about July 1. Any member of the society or
subscriber to its publications may obtain a copy free of charge upon re-
quest. Bound copies of volume 28 will be available later in the summer.
To those who return the four issues of the quarterly published in 1947,
the price will be $1.25, postpaid.

For the Forest Products History Foundation, Dr. Rodney C. Loeht,
its director, investigated operations in forestry and visited lumber com-
panies in Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and Tennessee in
the last half of March. His first stop after leaving St. Paul on March 15
was at Crossett, Arkansas, where he saw the Crossett Forest Experiment
Station. Miss Lucile Kane of the foundation’s staff was in Washington
from January 20 to March 30. Much of her time while there was spent
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in examining and studying the records relating to timberlands in the
Great Lakes area to be found in the natural resources division of the
National Archives.

The society’s librarian, Mr. Russell F. Barnes, will teach two courses
in library reference work at the University of Minnesota during the first
summer session.

Serving temporarily as field director on the staff of the society is Mr.
Arch Grahn. He was appointed to fill the vacancy left by Mr. Richard
Sackett when the latter was granted a leave of absence to serve as deputy
director of the Centennial. Mr. Grahn’s chief concern will be the organi-
zation of county historical societies.

Dean Nolte’s article on “The Territorial Centennial of 1949,” which
appeared in the March issue of this magazine, has been reprinted in
pamphlet form. Copies may be obtained from the Centennial office.

From the National Archives in Washington the society has received
a photostatic copy of the original act to establish Minnesota Territory.
It was introduced in Congress on December 4, 1848. The document is of
special interest in connection with the Territorial Centennial commem-
oration now in progress.

A valuable collection of manuscripts, scrapbooks, pamphlets, pictures,
and similar materials relating to the carecr of John Banvard, famed for
his panorama of the Mississippi River, has been received from the estate
of his daughter, Miss Edith Banvard of St. Paul, who died in February.
Of outstanding significance is a scrapbook containing press notices of
Banvard’s Mississippi panorama, clipped from American, British, and
French newspapers of the 1840’s and 1850’s. There are a number of auto-
graph letters containing comments on Banvard’s work by Charles Dickens,
Edward Everett, J. C. Frémont, and other figures of note. Poetry in-
spired by the Mississippi panorama fills a folder. Of value to genealogists
are Banvard and Goodnow family records, some of which were compiled
by Miss Banvard. The collection includes editions previously lacking in
the society’s library of the text that accompanied the panorama (Boston,
1848) and of Banvard’s Adventures of an Artist. With the gift are five
small oil paintings by Banvard, a colored lithograph of 1861 of his pic-
ture “The Orison,” and a number of unusual early Christmas cards.
Shortly before her death, Miss Banvard presented a handkerchief, beauti-
fully framed, on which is printed an early portrait of her father.
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A diary kept by Charles Gould on an overland trip from Walpole,
Massachusetts, to Sutter, California, during the gold rush of 1849 is the
gift of the diarist’s grandson, Mr. L. A. Rossman of Grand Rapids. The rec-
ord, which fills two small volumes, continues to 1852, when the writer
returned to the East by way of Panama.

A number of articles reminiscent of Ozora P. Stearns’s service as
colonel of the Thirty-ninth United States Colored Infantry in the Civil
War have been presented by Mrs. Benton H. Stearns of Knoxville, Ken-
tucky. Among them are a roster of the regiment, an outline of its services,
portraits of its officers, and a handsome presentation sword. Stearns lived
at Rochester and Duluth before his death in 1896.

Two small household account books kept by Mrs. Rudolph H. Fitz
at St. Paul in 1861, 1863, and 1864 are included in a box of family pa-
pers presented by her grandson, Mr. H. Dudley Fitz of Fairmons.
Among the items entered by Mrs. Fitz were two dozen eggs at thirty
cents, eight quarts of milk at twenty-five cents, two ducks at forty cents,
and her maid’s salary of six dollars a month. The frontier housewife
came to Minnesota in the 1850’s with her husband, a pioneer contractor
and builder who was responsible for many of St. Paul’s early buildings

and bridges.

Social and economic conditions in St. Paul in the 1860’s are pictured
in two interesting letters recently presented by the Misses Jeanette and
Julia McMasters of St. Paul. Their grandmother, Mrs. Julia R, McMas-
ters, wrote the letters while residing in the Minnesota capital as the wife
of an Episcopal clergyman. From her home, located in the heart of the
present business district of St. Paul, Mrs. McMasters wrote on July 25,
1866: *“The remoteness of this place from the great commercial empori-
ums and the severe and protracted winters, make everything very high.
We buy all our milk and butter, the latter at forty-five cents a pound,
winter and summer. Having neither our own well or cistern, we buy all
our water, with the exception of what we catch in barrels or draw occa-
sionally from a neighbor’s well.”

The household expenses of numerous Minneapolis families in 1875
are suggested in a grocer’s order book for that year, recently presented
by Mr. Charles Mason of Minneapolis. It was kept by Sidney Smith,
who ran a grocery store on Nicollet Avenue. There, the order book re-
veals, Minneapolitans could purchase a half bushel of potatoes for twenty
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cents, two chickens for sixty cents, and five pounds of butter for a dollar

and a half.

Several letters written to James K. Hosmer of Minneapolis have been
added to the society’s collection of papers of the distinguished historian
and librarian by his grandson, Mr. D. H. Ankeny of Minneapolis.
Among the correspondents represented by autograph letters in the pres-
ent group are Phillips Brooks, Edward E. Hale, William Dean Howells,
and John Fiske. The latter, writing on August 24, 1882, comments upon
Hosmer’s biography of Samuel Adams, then in preparation. An earlier
work on the subject Fiske describes as “clumsy, verbose, and full of repe-
titions.” He then continues, “There is room for a good book on this sub-
ject. It is a good field for you.”

Records of law suits in which the Chicago, Burlington, and Northern
Railway Company was involved from 1884 to 1886, consisting of corre-
spondence and court records and filling four filing boxes, are the gifts of
Mr. Milton C. Lightner of St. Paul. The papers are part of the office
files of Young and Lightner, a law firm that handled the railroad’s legal
affairs in the years covered by the suits.

Daily domestic and agricultural life at Mountain Lake from 1914 to
1916 is described in the diary of Mrs. Herman ]. Fast of that commu-
nity, recently copied for the society on microfilm. The original diary,
which is written in German, was loaned by Mr. John B. Fast of Moun-
tain Lake. A later diary, kept by Mrs. Fast from 1916 to 1920, was
copied in 1937 (see ante, 18:445).

Of genealogical interest is 2 photostatic copy of the Sibley family rec-
ord in the family Bible, presented by the Sibley House Association. The
Sibley House, which is maintained by the Minnesota Daughters of the
American Revolution, owns the original Bible containing these records.

The custom of giving books to the society as memorials has been
adopted by several organizations and has resulted in many valuable addi-
tions to the genealogical collections of the library. During the past win-
ter The Hazen Family in America by Tracy E. Hazen (Thomaston,
Connecticut, 1947. 1,175 p.), The Holcombs by Hannah E. McPherson
(Washington, D.C,, 1947. 1,346 p.), and Philip Welch of Ipswich,
Massachusetts, 1654, and His Descendants by Alexander M. Welch
(Richmond, Virginia, 1947. 354 p.) were given to the library by the



190 THE HISTORICAL SCENE June

Minnesota society of Daughters of the American Colonists in memory of
Mrs. Amy Robertson. Across the Years in Prince George's County by
Effie G. Bowie (Richmond, Virginia, 1947. 904 p.) was given as a
memorial to Mrs. F. G. Holbrook by a member of the same society.
Monument chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution pre-
sented The Dorsey Family by Maxwell J. Dorsey (Urbana, Illinois, 1947.
270 p.) in memory of Mrs. Edith Mercer. Other gifts include a Record
of Deaths, Middleboro, Massachusetts compiled by Alfred Wood (Bos-
ton, 1947. 250 p.) from the Minnesota Society of Mayflower Descen-
dants; The Mansions of Virginia, 1706~1776 by Thomas T. Waterman
(Chapel Hill, North Carolina, 1946. 456 p.) from the Robert E. Lee
chapter of the United Daughters of the Confederacy; and a volume of
supplemental records for 1921—45 and a lineage book of the National so-
ciety of the Daughters of the American Colonists from the Minnesota
society.

Keys to unlock the rich stores of material buried in magazines and
local histories were received in recent months in the form of indexes.
Among them are volume 2 of the Index to Genealogical Periodicals by
Donald L. Jacobus (New Haven, Connecticut, 1948. 152 p.); a Subject
Index of the New York Genealogical and Biographical Record for vol-
umes 39 to 76, compiled by Gertrude A. Barber (57 p.); and volumes
23 and 24 of the American Genealogical Index, in which surnames from
Littlefield to McKeeman are indexed.

Among genealogies received by the society during the past six months
are a chart by Charles B. Elwood called American Ancestry of the Baker-
Hall Family, 1620-1948; Myrtle M. Jillson’s The Ballous in America,
(Woonsocket, Rhode Island, 1942. 353 p.); The House of Brewer by
Edward D. Brewer (Tulsa, Oklahoma, 1947. 151 p.); Conger History,
1664-1941 by Ethel C. Heagler (Cooksville, Illinois, 1941. 64 p.); The
Couenhovens and Kinsfolk by Lincoln C. Cocheu (New York, 1947.
93 p.); My Forebears by Linda C. Ewing (Atlanta, Georgia, 1946. 112
p.); Denny Genealogy by Elizabeth Vann and Margaret Dixon (Rutland,
Vermont, 1947. 404 p.); My Father’s Family by Edith A. Rudder
(Salem, Indiana, 1947. 119 p.); My Heritage by Morton M. Dukeheart
(Baltimore, 1947. 155 p.); The Graham-Patterson Family History by
Donald D. Parker (Brookings, South Dakota, 1947. 174 p.); The De-
scendants of Nathaniel Lewis Hill by Charles L. Hill (Rosendale, Wis-
consin, 1947. 56 p.); The Descendants of Robert Lloyd by R. Louis
Lloyd (West Chester, Pennsylvania, 1947. 119 p.); The Morton Fam-
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ily Tree by John N. Morton (Springfield, Missouri, 1947. 125 p.); Wil-
liam Packer Prentice by William K. Prentice (Princeton, New Jersey,
1947. 303 p.); History of Nathaniel White by Ethel C. Heagler (Cedar
Rapids, Towa, 1938. 62 p.); Withers Family by Robert E. Withers
(Richmond, Virginia, 1947. 236 p.); and The Young (Jung) Families
of the Mohawk Valley by Clifford M. Young (Albany, 1947. 354 p.).
Recent additions to the society’s local history section include a copy
of the federal census records for Trumbull County, Ohio, 1820 (Wash-
ington, D.C,, 1946, 125 p.); volume 3 of Province and Court Records
of Maine, 16801692 (Portland, 1947. 330 p.); Vital Records of Old
Bristol and Nobleboro in the County of Lincoln, Maine (Brunswick,
Maine, 1947. 317 p.); volume 2 of South Carolina Historical Records
by Pauline Young (Abbeville, South Carolina, 1947. 107 p.); Ca-
pon Valley, Its Pioneers and Their Descendants by Maud Pugh (Capon
Bridge, West Virginia, 1946. 408 p.); and Newtown: 1708-1758 by
John N. Boyle (Newtown, Connecticut, 1945. 84 p.). LMF.

WHo’s WHo 1N THis [ssuE

Mr. Roy Swanson, whose essay on “Ola Virmldnning: A Swedish
Immigrant Folk Figure” appears herein as the society’s contribution to
the Swedish Pioneer Centennial, is librarian of the Sz. Paul Dispatch-
Pioneer Press. He has had experience as an editorial writer and as news-
paper librarian of the Minnesota Historical Society. In the past he has
contributed not only to this magazine, but to the Jowa Journal of History
and Politics, the American-Swedish Monthly, and the Yearbook of the
Swedish Historical Society of America.

Those who read in the December issue the article on “Governor
Ramsey and Frontier Minnesota” which the first territorial executive’s
daughter based upon his diary and letters will welcome a second con-
tribution from the pen of Marion Ramsey Furness. The narrative pub-
lished herewith under the title “Childhood Recollections of Old St. Paul”
was found by Mrs. Furness’ daughters among her papers. The original
is in the form of notes written in longhand, which she used as the basis
for an informal talk. It will be recalled that Mrs. Furness was born in
St. Paul in 1853, and that, except for occasional periods of residence in
Washington and short visits elsewhere, she spent much of her long life
in the Minnesota capital.
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The history of “The Picture Rock of Crooked Lake,” a spot long
familiar to those hardy and fortunate enough to penetrate Minnesota’s
northern border country, is sketched herein by Grace Lee Nute, re-
search associate on the staff of the society and professor of history in
Hamline University. Dr. Nute, whose writings include The Voyageur's
Highway and Caesars of the Wilderness, has made a special study of the
border lake country. The present sketch was written to accompany Fran-
cis Lee Jaques’ colorful oil painting of the rock, recently acquired by the
Minnesota Historical Society. Mr. Jaques is famed particularly for his
bird paintings, his backgrounds for groups in the University of Minne-
sota Natural History Museum and the American Museum of Natural
History in New York, and his delightful illustrations for the books writ-
ten by his wife, Florence Page Jaques.

Dr. Harold T. Hagg is chairman of the division of social studies in
the Bemidji State Teachers College. His interest in the community in
which he lives led to the preparation of the present study as well as of an
essay on “Bemidji: A Pioneer Community of the 1890’s” which was
published in this magazine in March, 1942.

Ten reviewers, half of whom are members of the society’s staff, con-
tribute to the present issue evaluations of newly published volumes in
the fields of Minnesota and American history. They are Mr. Everett E.
Edwards, editor of Agricultural History and agricultural historian in the
United States department of agriculture; Professor Merrill Jensen of the
history faculty in the University of Wisconsin; Dr. Henrietta M. Larson
of the graduate school of business administration in Harvard Univer-
sity and the Business History Foundation; Dr. Rodney C. Loehr, director
of the Forest Products History Foundation and assistant professor of his-
tory in the University of Minnesota; Dean J. M. Nolte of the University
of Minnesota extension division, director of the Minnesota Territorial
Centennial; Dr. Nute; Dr. Carlton C. Qualey, superintendent of the so-
ciety and professor of American history in Carleton College; Mr. G. Hu-
bert Smith, curator of the society’s museum; Dr. Evadene Burris Swan-
son of University Park, Maryland; and Dr. Carl Wittke, dean of the
graduate school and professor of history in Western Reserve University
at Cleveland.

To the list of contributors should be added the name of Nils William
Olsson of Chicago, who outlines in this issue plans for the Swedish Pio-
neer Centennial, of which he is executive secretary.
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