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in the The State Tax Commission: A Study of the Development
and Results of State Control over the Assessment of Property for
Taxation, by Harley L. Lutz (Cambridge, 1918. 673 p.). The
book is issued as volume 17 of the Harvard Economic Studies.

The Land Grant of 1862 and the Land-Granmt Colleges, by
Benjamin F. Andrews, issued as number 13 of the Bulletins of
the United States Bureau of Education for 1918 (63 p.), treats
of the disposition of the grant by the various states, including
Minnesota.

Pleasing humor and keen observation are mingled in Meredith
Nicholson’s The Valley of Democracy (New York, 1918. x, 210
p.). The author, himself a native of Indiana, writing from the
viewpoint of a sympathetic bystander, gives a cross section of
the throbbing life of the Mississippi Valley as contrasted with
the conservative East. In the final chapter he pays a tribute to
the “gallant company of scholars who have established Middle
Western history upon so firm a foundation,” and reviews the
work of the several state historical societies in the “valley.”

Bruce Kinney’s Frontier Missionary Problems; Their Character
and Solution (New York, etc., 1918. 249 p.) is an interesting
study of religious affairs in the western states. Of special in-
terest to Minnesota readers is the portion devoted to a considera-
tion of the relationship between the Indians and the whites and
of the wrongs perpetrated upon the savages as the frontier of
civilization moved westward.

In his autobiography entitled My Story (Washington, 1918.
412 p.) General Anson Mills, U. S. A., relates at length the story
of General Crook’s campaigns of 1875 and 1876 against the
Sioux Indians in the territories of Dakota, Wyoming, and Mon-
tana (pages 152, 176, 394, 312). General Mills in command of
a company of cavalry was in several of the engagements,

A paper on Les Francais dans Uouest en 1671, read by Benja-
min Sulte at the naeeting of the Royal Society of Canada in May,
1918, which will appear in the society’s Tramsactions, series 3,
volume 12, section 1, has been issued in pamphlet form (Ottawa,
1918. 31 p.). The article is a critical study of the locations and
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of the relations one to another of the various Indian tribes of
the Great Lakes and upper Mississippi region as they were known
to the French in 1671. The material is taken principally from
the Relations of Fathers Dablon, Allouez, and Marquette, and
from the Mémoire of Nicolas Perrot, who traveled there in the
winter of 1670-71. Of especial interest to Minnesota students
is the account of the Nadouessi or Sioux, who were known at
this time to be dwelling “on the banks and in the vicinity of the
great river called the Mississippi.”” Pages 13 to 17 are devoted
to a description of the ceremonies at Sault de Ste. Marie in June,
1671, when St. Lusson formally took possession of this territory
in the name of the French king; and pages 18 to 21 to sketches
of the signatories of the procés-verbal. Sulte identifies “le sieur
Jolliet” as Adrien Jolliet, differing with Justin Winsor and Dr.
Thwaites, who are of the opinion that he was the younger brother
Louis, whose name is associated with the discovery of the Missis-
sippi.

An article on “The American Occupation of Towa, 1833 to
1860,” by Cardinal Goodwin, in the January number of the Jowa
Journal of History and Politics will be useful, for purposes of
comparison, to students of the early settlement of Minnesota,
which took place during this same period.

An “Analysis of the Pacific Railroad Reports,” by Pearl Rus-
sell, in the January number of the Washington Historical Quar-
terly, calls attention to the large amount of valuable material in
these government documents for the history of the region from
the Mississippi River to the Pacific Coast. The analysis is full-
est for the reports resulting from the surveys of the northern
route under the command of the Honorable Isaac I. Stevens,
governor of Washington Territory.

The account of the “Ohio State Library Centennial,” in the
Ohio Archeological and Historical Quarterly for January, con-
tains an appreciative sketch of James W. Taylor, who was the
librarian from 1854 to 1856, when he removed to St. Paul. The
sketch, which is part of an address by the Honorable Daniel J.
Ryan, is accompanied by a picture of Taylor.
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“The Great Lakes Waterway as a Civic and National Asset,”
by Eugene Van Cleef, in the Journal of Geography for January,
deals briefly with the evolution of commerce on the Great Lakes.

“The Indians of the Great Lakes Region and Their Environ-
ment” is the title of a suggestive article by A, E. Parkins in the
Geographical Review for December.

Numedalslaget i Amerika, a society of the natives of Numedal,
Norway, issues an annual publication which reviews the work of
the society and “contains biographies and historical records of
the Numedgls of America.” 1In its Aarbok for 1918 are sketches
of Ole O. Enestvedt and the Bergan family of Sacred Heart, of
the Holter family of Oak Park, Marshall County, of Charles
Nelson of Climax, Polk County, and of the Holm family of Clay
County. In a letter to the editor (pages 29-31) Halvor L. Skav-
lem of Janesville, Wisconsin, calls attention to the historical
value of the recently published translations of Ole Rynning’s
Sandferdig Beretning om Amerika in the MiNNEsora History
Burrerin for November, 1917, and of Ole K. Nattestad’s Beskri-
velse over en Reise til Nordamecrica in the Wisconsin Magazine of
History for December, 1917.

Articles and notes on the Kensington runestone have appeared
from time to time in the issues of Kwvartalskrift, a quarterly pub-
lished at Eau Claire, Wisconsin, by the Norske Selskab i Ameri-
ka. The most recent of these is “Den Sten paa vort Hjerte,” by
an anonymous writer, in the only number which appeared in 1918.
In this article the story of the stone is retold and arguments are
presented in favor of the genuineness of the inscription upon it.

An important contribution to the collection of Minnesota local
history studies is the Souvenir and History of Rochester, Minne-
sota, by Mrs. J. R. Willis of Rochester (second edition, 1918. 63
p.). The first thirty-four pages are devoted to pictures of the
principal buildings of the city. In a section entitled “Rochester
as It Was,” following a brief sketch of its settlement, are gath-
ered facts and traditions relating to various buildings and sites
of historic interest. The last fifteen pages, describing “Rochester
as It Is,” contain accounts of the banks, churches, industries, and
the various buildings and hospitals connected with the Mayo
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Clinic, as well as short biographies of prominent business and
professional men.

The first installment of “Colonel Hans Christian Heg: Amer-
ican,” by Theodore C. Blegen of Milwaukee, appeared in the
January issue of the North Star (K. C. Holter Publishing Com-
pany, Minneapolis). It is an informing study in Americaniza-
tion as typified by a man who emigrated to the United States at
an early age and who became in his later life one of Wisconsin’s
most distinguished Norse-born citizens.

Everett Lesher began an interesting series of frontier sketches
entitled “Congregational Pioneering in Northern Minnesota” in
the December number of Congregational Minnesota. The diffi-
culties and problems of the missionaries at work in the logging
camps and thinly settled areas near the Canadian boundary are
especially noted.

OId settlers of Richfield held a reunion at the Richfield Baptist
Church on November 23. Plans were made for the organization
of a Richfield historical society.

The Reverend Eben E. Saunders of Fargo, North Dakota, has
for several months been contributing to the Fargo Courier-News
an interesting series of sketches of North Dakota pioneers entitled
“North Dakota Builders” and “Those Pioneers.” 'As many of .
these men emigrated from Minnesota, some material for Minne-
sota history is given in connection with the biographical notes.
Of equal interest is an earlier series of studies in North Dakota
local history by the same writer, which under the title “Historical
Letters” was published in the Fargo Forum and Daily Republi-
can, the first letter appearing in the issue of September 5, 1914,

Four Minnesota counties, Pipestone, Nobles, Marshall, an:
Cook, were honor counties in the Fourth Liberty Loan distri-
bution contest and are entitled to name a ship in the United
States navy. Nobles County has selected the name “Nobles,”
after a St. Paul pioneer, Colonel William H. Nobles, for whom
the county also is named. A brief sketch of the career of Colonel
Nobles appeared in the January 19 issue of the St. Paul Pioneer
Press.
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The St. Paul Pioneer Press for January 26 gives an amusing
account of the meeting of the Wisconsin Territorial Legislature
at Madison during the winter of 1838-39. The part of Minne-
sota east of the Mississippi River was at this time a part of Craw-
ford County, Wisconsin, and accordingly was represented at the
session.

A brief gketch of Louis Kitzman which appeared in the St
Paul Pioneer Press for December 22 contains information about
the killing of his parents, residents of Renville County, by the
Sioux on August 18, 1862, and about his release from captivity.
A picture of Mr. Kitzman accompanies the article.

The growth of the Thomas B. Walker art collection from a
few engravings and chromos which were hung on the walls of
his reception room in 1876 to its present size and importance is
described by Harriet S. Flagg in the Minneapolis Journal of
January 5. The collection has recently been presented to the
city of Minneapolis.

The story of the death of Decorah, the Winnebago Chief, at
the hands of a Chippewa brave, as told by Jim Doville, an old
trapper and a cousin of Decorah, living in Wisconsin, just across
the Mississippi from Duakota, Minnesota, together with a brief
sketch of Doville’s life, is published in the St. Paul Pioneer Press
of November 24.

The St. Paul Pioneer Press for December 22 gives a brief
sketch of Rising Sun, a Turtle Mountain Chippewa, who died
near Dunseith, North Dakota, December 10, at the age of 110
years. Rising Sun was at one time an employee of the American”
Fur Company and made frequent trips to St. Paul through hos-
-tile Sioux country.

War HisTory ACTIVITIES

Since the United States entered the war a constantly growing
number of states have officially recognized the importance of col-
lecting and preserving state and local war records and have in-
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augurated state-wide movements for the attainment of that end.
In the states of Connecticut, New Hampshire, North Carolina,
Maryland, Kentucky, Illinois, Idaho, and California, the work is
an integral part of the activities of the state council of defense or
corresponding body. In Minnesota, Pennsylvania, and Wiscon-
sin, separate commissions have been established under authority
of the state councils of defense, while in Ohio a special commis-
sion has been appointed by the governor. In Texas, the state
university, and in New York, the state library have taken the
initiative in their respective fields. Historical commissions and
historical societies in a number of states, including South Caro-
lina, Georgia, Mississippi, Arkansas, Illinois, Nebraska, Iowa,
and North Dakota, have taken up the work as a natural exten-
sion of their normal activities. With but few exceptions the
several state agencies have organized the work on a state-wide
basis through the appointment of local representatives or com-
mittees who codperate with the state body in building up collec-
tions of war history material. Plans and suggestions for a work
of this kind have been outlined by a number of the state war
records agencies and issued in the form of leaflets and bulletins.
Among these may be noted: California in the War, by the War
History Committee of the California Council of Defense; Collec-
tions and Preservation of the Materials of War History (Bulletin
of Information Series, no. 8) and Shall the Story of Iowa’s Part
in the War be Prescrved? (lowa and War, January, 1919), by
the State Historical Society of Towa; The Great War Veterans
Association of Mississippi (Bulletins, no. 2) by the Mississippi
State Department of Archives and History; The North Carolina
Council of Defense: Historical Committee, by the body of that
name; What are You Doing to Help Ohio Preserve Her War
Records?, by the Historical Commission of Ohio; Directions for
Organizing War History Committees and Collecting Material
(Bulletins, no. 1), by the University of Texas; and a series of
three bulletins by the Wisconsin War History Commission entitled
Collect Material for Wisconsin’s War History Now, Directions
for Organizing War History Commuttees and Collecting Material,
and Some Further Suggestions concerming the collection of
County War History Material. An indication of what may be
accomplished by war records collecting agencies appears in a re-
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port of the chairman of the Historical Commission of Ohio,
which was published in the Ohio Archeological and Historical
Quarterly for October, 1918.

A Statewide Movement for the Collection and Preservation of
Minnesota’s War Records is the title of number 1 of a series of
Bulletins inaugurated by the Minnesota War Records Commission
(Diecember, 1918. 18 p.). It contains a statement of the character
and scope of the commission’s plans andis intended primarily for
the use of the voluntary auxiliary committees which are being or-
ganized in the counties throughout the state. Forty-one such
organizations, known generally as county war records committees,
are now at work under the direction of the commission. An im-
portant function of these local committees is the compilation of
individual service records of men from their respective counties.
To facilitate this work the commission has prepared and distrib-
uted a printed form, which is to be filled out in duplicate, one
copy for the local and one for the state collection. A marked
indication that the work is meeting with general favor is the fact
that in a number of cases the committees have received support
from local residents, county boards, and city councils, in amounts
ranging from one hundred and fifty to five hundred dollars.

The Minnesota War Records Commission at a meeting on
December 20 approved a plan for the preparation and publication
of an adequate memorial history of Minnesota in the World
War. The legislature will be asked to enact a law for the estab-
lishment of the commission and to provide funds for the prose-
cution of its work.

The history of the 151st United States Field Artillery, for-
merly the First Minnesota Field Artillery, to the time when this
regiment was fighting along the battleline north of the Argonne
in France, is sketched in an article which appeared in the Minne-
apolis Journal, November 3, 1918. Individual portraits of 382
members of the regiment accompany the article.

The board of regents of the University of Minnesota recently
created the office of war records clerk and appointed Miss Helen
Garrigues to the position. Miss Garrigues’ work is to collect
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material and compile records relating to the war activities of the
university and of its individual students and alumni. She will
also assemble and classify material of this character already avail-
able in the university archives. From this and other sources a
card index containing individual records of all university students
and alumni in the service, giving the date of enlistment, branch of
service, address, date of discharge, casualties, citations, and like
information, will be compiled. These card records will be sup-
plemented by photographs, letters, and other pertinent material.
A similar compilation is being made for Minnesota teachers and
schoolmen in the service by Mr. W. H. Shepard of Minne@polis,
secretary of the Minnesota Educational Asociation.

The Minnesota Commission of Public Safety has undertaken,
through its county and township representatives, to compile in-
formation about all Minnesota men who lost their lives in the
service, with the object of sending to the nearest relative of each
a handsomely engraved memorial certificate, signed by the gover-
nor, as a “token of gratitude and sympathy.”

One of the permanent results of the war records movement is
likely to be an awakening of interest in matters relating to the
whole past history of the state and of its several communities.
An indication of this appears in a movement, now in progress in
Houston County, to organize a county historical association, the
first, but not the only, work of which will be to collect and pre-
serve the records of the county’s participation in the late war.

A valuable addition to the printed record of Minnesota’s part
in the World War appears in the first volume of the Thirteenth
Biennial Report (373 p.) issued by the state adjutant general for
the years 1917 and 1918. The volume contains an extended ac-
count of the operation of the selective draft from June, 1917,
to September 15, 1918; tabulated statistics of each of the one
hundred and twenty-one local, and the five district draft boards;
a brief account of the federalization and departure from the
state of units of the old National Guard and Naval Militia, to-
gether with rosters of the officers and men of these organizations;
the history and commissioned personnel of the Home Guard, in-
cluding the Motor Corps, and of the newly organized National
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Guard Infantry regiments; a series of tables showing the brigade
strength of the state troops; an account of special services per-
formed by the state military, notably at Tyler and in the fire-swept
region of northern Minnesota; general orders issued from the
adjutant general’s office; and a financial report covering the
biennium ending July 31, 1918.

An increasing number of Minnesota newspaper publishers are
preparing to issue special editions or separate books descriptive
and illustrative of the war services and sacrifices of their several
communities. One of the earliest of these résumés of local war
activities to appear is a thirty-two-page “Victory Edition” of the
Appleton Press, issued December 20. The war services of the
people of Appleton and its vicinity are summarized in the form
of reports on the activities of various local war organizations;
tabulated statistics showing more or less specifically the extent
and variety of war services performed in the home community by
each family, business firm, and organization; and a large number
of portraits and biographical sketches of local men and women
in the service. The county war history in book form, however,
appears to be the consummation toward which most publishers
interested in the matter are working. Such volumes are now in
course of preparation in Anoka, Pipestone, Renville, and Waton-
wan counties under the direction of the publishers of the Anoka
Herald, the Pipestone Leader, the Oliwia Times, and the St. James
Plaindealer, respectively, The Minnesota War Records Com-
mission recently issued a request that copies of all such publica-
tions be sent to the Historical Building, St. Paul, for inclusion in
the state war records collection.

In compliance with a request recently made by the Minnesota
War Records Commission, Minnesota draft boards have begun
sending in duplicate copies of the “Chronicles of the Selective
Draft”—stories of the human side of the draft as distinguished
from summary statistical reports—which have been recorded by
local draft officials at the instance of Provost Marshal General E.
H. Crowder. Among interesting Minnesota “Chronicles” which
have thus been added to the state war records collection are those
received from the local boards of Blue Earth County, Division
No. 10, St. Paul, and Division No. 9, Minneapolis.
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Through an arrangement with the Western Press Clipping
Exchange of Minneapolis, the Minnesota War Records Commis-
sion has been receiving hundreds of newspaper clippings of local
war-time interest, including many letters from soldiers, which
are taken from newspapers from all parts of the state.

Numerous plans are under discussion for the establishment of
state and local memorials in honor of Minnesotans who partici-
pated in the World War. Suggestions for a state memorial are
being received and considered by a body, known as the Minne-
sota State Memorial Commission, which was appointed by the
governor in December to investigate the subject and make recom-
mendations. Among suggestions which have appeared in the
press is one advanced by the University of Minnesota Alumni
Association for the creation of a beautiful mall, extending north
and south on the campus of the university, with a magnificent
memorial hall at the northern end, and a stately tower, or cam-
panile, at the southern end of the bank of the Mississippi.. A
description and sketch of this proposed memorial mall appears in
the Minneapolis Journal of January 5. Of a distinctly different
type is a proposal ‘made in a communication to the Minneapolis
Tribune, January 6, and to other papers by the Honorable Gideon
S. Ives of St. Paul, president of the Minnesota Historical Saciety,
who urges that the state memorial take the form of a compre-
hensive history of Minnesota in the World War. Local move-
ments looking toward the erection of county and city memorials
are reported in a number of newspapers of the state, including
the St. Paul Dispatch, November 21, December 13, January 11,
the St. Paul Pioneer Press, January 9, 21, 25, the Minneapolis
Journal, November 18, the Wendell Tribune, January 10, the
Thief River Falls Times, January 16, the Chisholm Tribune-
Herald, January 20, and the Le Sueur News, Janvary 23. In
most cases the choice of type of memorial appears to lie between
some kind of community building and a monument or other more
strictly aesthetic memorial. There appears to be a commendable
desire on the part of not a few of those interested to proceed
with deliberation, knowing that the results of their choice will be
permanent and a constant source, either of pride or of regret,
to their communities, according as their decision is made with
wisdom and good taste, or otherwise.
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