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memoration of the fiftieth anniversary of Dr. William W. Fol-
well’s arrival in Minnesota to become the first president of the
university. Dr. Folwell celebrated the occasion by locating on
the present university campus the site of the Cheever tower,
from which many a visitor to old St. Anthony obtained his first
view of the falls. A picture of the old tower accompanies the
article,

The history of the Central Baptist Church of Minneapolis,
1870 to 1918, is briefly recorded in a booklet which appeared “in
connection with the recent merging of Central church with Cal-
vary church” (Minneapolis, 1918. 30 p.). The booklet is illus-
trated with pictures of the buildings of the church and with
portraits of its pastors and leaders.

The Albert Lea Community Magazine, a monthly, the first
number of which appeared in June, is an interesting experiment
in the periodical field. That the cultivation of interest in and
knowledge of local history is an effective means of promoting
communtiy spirit, which is one of the objects of the magazine,
has been recognized, to some extent, by the editors. The August
number contains an article by Warren Upham, entitled “Free--
born County 84 Years Ago,” which tells the story of the explor-
ing expedition of 1835, of which Lieutenant Colonel Stephen W.
Kearney was the commander and Lieutenant Albert M. Lea the
chronicler, and also gives information about the origin of place
names in the county. Two other articles which should be noted
are “Some Truths about the ‘Y’ in France,” by the Reverend
Mark G. Paulsen of Albert Lea, in the July number, and “Red
Cross Home Service,” by H. S. Spencer, the secretary of the
Freeborn County chapter, in the September number. It is to
be hoped that space will be found in future issues for the publica-
tion of old letters, diaries, reminiscencqs, and other historical
material of local interest.

The history of White Bear village is the subject of a sketch in
the St. Paul Daily News for August 31.

A communication urging the necessity of the construction of
a national archives building was sent by the acting secretary of
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the treasury of the United States to the speaker of the House of
Representatives on August 22, From this letter, which has been
published (66 Congress, 1 session, House Documents, no. 200),
it appears that “papers of inestimable value are now stored in
numerous out-of-the-way and inaccessible places, some being-in
Government buildings not adequately protected from fire and
others stored in rented quarters, where frequently there is far less
security from fire or destruction in other ways than in the attics
of Government buildings.” A tentative location for the building
has been selected and appropriations of $486,000 for the site and
$1,500,000 for the building are recommended.

The Mississippi Valley Historical Review for September con-
tains three papers which were read at the meeting of the Missis-
sippi Valley Historical Association in St. Louis in May: the
presidential address, “Western Travel,” by Harlow Lindley; “The
United States Factory System for Trading with the Indians,
1798-1822,” by Royal B. Way; and “A Frontier Officer’s Mili-
tary Order Book,” by Louis Pelzer. The last, which is in the
“Notes and Documents” section, relates to the military orders of
Colonel Henry Dodge from 1832 to 1836 and presents interest-
ing sidelights on conditions in the frontier army at this time.
Other articles in this number of the Rewview are “The French
Council of Commerce in Relation to American Trade,” by Ella
Lonn, and the annual sketch of “Historical Activities in Canada,
1918-1919,” by Lawrence J. Burpee.

The Quarterly Journal of the New York State Historical Asso-
ciation is the latest recruit to the ranks of state historical peri-
odicals, the first number bearing the date, October, 1919. The
editors have paid a high compliment to the MinNEsoTa HisTory
BurLeTIN by modeling their publication upon it to a consider-
able extent.

.

A controversy over the scope of the publications of the Wis-
consin Historical Society and other matters relating to the con-
duct of that institution led to an investigation of its affairs by
a special joint committee of the last legislature. The report of
the committee presented in June contains a striking apprecia-
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tion of the society, which concludes as follows: “The commit-
tee does not hesitate to say that every member thereof was not
only profoundly impressed but actually amazed to find it such a
big, comprehensive, serviceable, and helpful institution in which
the state may take intense pride and the committee hopes that
every citizen of the state may find opportunity to visit the library
and see from a personal inspection what a wonderful institution
Wisconsin possesses in its State Historical Society.” It is inter-
esting to note that at the conclusion of the investigation both of
the senators on the committee took out memberships in the
society.

The article of most interest to Minnesotans in the Wisconsin
Moagazine of History for September is one entitled “The Compe-
tition of the Northwestern States for Emigrants,” by Theodore C.
Blegen. This deals with the official activities of Wisconsin and
more briefly of the neighboring states including Minnesota in the
period after 1850.

The centennial of the founding of Fort Atkinson, the first fort
and white settlement in Nebraska, was celebrated at the village
of Fort Calhoun near Omaha, on October 11. The exercises
consisted of a number of addresses in the forenoon, a basket
picnic dinner, and a pageant in the afternoon and were attended
by about six thousand people.

‘War HisTory ACTIVITIES

The most significant recent development in the work of the
Minnesota War Records Commission is the adoption of a new
and more effective method of securing for the state collection
records of the individual services of Minnesota soldiers, sailors,
and marines. Under the original plan, such records were being
compiled for the commission by its county committees. While
some of the latter were making notable progress with this big
task, in many counties the work either had not been started or
did not give promise of reasonably early and complete returns.
Furthermore, the marked predilection of nearly all the local com-
mittees for this part of their work bade fair to postpone indefi-
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nitely the collection of other important classes of material. When,
therefore, the soldiers’ bonus law was enacted in September
(Laws, Special Session, 1919, ch. 49), the commission welcomed
what has proved to be an exceptional opportunity for compiling
and collecting service records on a large scale, in a short time,
and with a minimum of effort. An arrangement was made with
the bonus board whereby the latter has included the commis-
sion’s military service record form among the papers to be filled
out by each applicant for the bonus. As a result the commission
is beginning to receive through the board large numbers of com-
pleted service records accompanied in not a few cases by soldiers’
photographs, letters, and other personal matter. At the same
time the county committees have been encouraged to take advan-
tage of the present wholesale filling out of questionnaires by
service men to compile duplicate records for the county collec-
tions. There is every prospect that the new method will result
in the recording, here and in the counties, of rather complete data
on the careers of all but a very small percentage of Minnesota
men in the service.

Interest in the compilation of service records in connection
with the distribution of state bonuses to service men has made
possible the organization of war records committees in Clay,
Cook, Crow Wing, Lake, Martin, Murray, Norman, Red Lake,
Sibley, and Wabasha counties, in all but one instance under the
leadership of a local representative of the American Legion.
These committees were organized primarily for the purpose of
securing service records for preservation in the counties, but it
is hoped that they will shortly develop into full-fledged county
organizations engaged in the building up of county collections of
records relating to civilian, as well as to military activities. Three
of the committees have secured local appropriations: Clay
County, a provisional appropriation of two hundred and fifty
dollars from the county board ; Lake County, two hundred dollars
from the county board and fifty from the city of Two Harbors;
Murray County, one thousand dollars from the county board.

A conference of county chairmen of the. Minnesota War
Records Commission was held September 3 in the Historical
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Building, St. Paul. The Honorable William E. Culkin and
Colonel Roe G. Chase, chairmen in St. Louis and Anoka coun-
ties respectively, told of the work done by their committees. MTr.
Franklin F. Holbrook, secretary of the commission, brought out
various features of the work of the county committees in gen-
eral and discussed the work of the war records organization in
its relation to that of private agencies engaged in the prepara-
tion and publication of county war histories as business ven-
tures. The objects and achievements of the state body in acquir-
ing records of general significance for the state war records col-
lection were set forth by Mr. Cecil W. Shirk, field agent of the
commission.

The Minnesota War Records Commission has taken an active
part in a movement for the codperation of all state agencies
engaged in collecting and compiling the records of the participa-
tion of their respective states in the World War. On September
9 and 10 the secretary of the commission together with repre-
sentatives of similar bodies in fifteen other states met in confer-
ence at Washington upon the call of Dr. James Sullivan, state
historian of New York. The most important result of this con-
ference was the establishment of a permanent organization known
as the National Association of State War History Organizations.
This body will maintain, at joint expense, a bureau in Washing-
ton for the purpose of supplying information about and making
transcripts of documents in the governmental archives and other
central depositories which bear upon the war activities of the
several states, It is expected that the bureau will also serve as a
clearing house for information pertaining to problems encoun-
tered, methods followed, and results achieved by the member
agencies in their respective fields. The officers and executive
committee of the association for the first year are as follows:
president, James Sullivan, state historian of New York; vice-
president, Arthur K. Davis, chairman of the Virginia War His-
tory Commission ; secretary-treasurer, Albert E. McKinley, sec-
retary of the Pennsylvania War History Commission ; additional
members of the executive committee, Franklin F. Holbrook, sec-
retary of the Minnesota War Records Commission, and Benjamin
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F. Shambaugh, superintendent of the State Historical Soctety
of Iowa.

An account of the work of the Minnesota War Records Com-
mission appeared in the St. Paul Daily News for August 31
under the title, “Records of Minnesota’s Part in the World War
to be Preserved.” The article served to bring this work to the
attention of many former service men who were assembling in
St. Paul at that time for the first annual convention of the Minne-
sota branch of the American Legion.

The Proceedings of the first annual convention of the Minne-
sota branch of the American Legion (vii, 159 p.) contains a
stenographic report of the sessions, which were held in St. Paul,
September 2, 3, and 4, and a list of the delegates in attendance
from all parts of the state. One of the purposes of the organiza-
tion, as stated in its constitution, is “to preserve the memories
and incidents of our association in the Great War’’; hence a his-
torian, Samuel G. Iverson of St. Paul, is among the officers elected
during the meeting. The constitution of the Minnesota branch
and the resolutions adopted during the convention are published
in a separate pamphlet (23 p.).

The first number of the Northwest Warriors Magazine, an
illustrated periodical edited and printed by “men who fought for
democracy” and published in Minneapolis, appeared in August.
The editors announce that the magazine “will give the history
of the Northwest’s fighting men in the great war and will seek
to perpetuate the memory of the deeds of valor and heroism
of her sons.” In the three issues which have appeared thus far,
this promise is being fulfilled. Each contains an installment of
a history of the 151st United States Field Artillery (the Gopher
Gunners), and sections of “A Tribute to the Red Triangle” by
Edgar J. Couper, president of the Minneapolis Y. M, C. A,
appear in the August and October numbers. A history of the
88th Division and the story of “Base Hospital No. 26,” by Lieu-
tenant Colonel Arthur A. Law, which also appears in the June
number of Minnesota Medicine, begin in the September issue
and are continued in that for October, while the latter also con-
tains the first part of an account of the 337th United States Field
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Artillery by Lieutenant Maugridge S. Robb. The value of these
narratives is enhanced by the fact that, in most cases, the authors
are men who actually participated in the events which they
recount. An article by Cecil W. Shirk, field agent of the Minne-
sota War Records Commission, explaining the origin and aims
of the commission appears in the August number of the magazine.

The September issue of The Liberty Bell, the publication of the
War Loan Organization of the Ninth Federal Reserve District
(52 p.), is a “valedictory” number, since the work which the
magazine “was created to aid is done.” The war is over; the
problem of financing it by means of Liberty Loans is solved.
The methods used in obtaining this result in the six states of the
Ninth Federal Reserve District, Michigan, Wisconsin, Minnesota,
North and South Dakota, and Montana, are described by the
leaders of the various phases of the work. From the general
discussion of ‘“The Ninth Federal Reserve District’s Accom-
plishment” by Arthur R. Rogers, chairman of the War Loan
Organization, to the tale of the fighting tanks and the flying cir-
cus as factors in the Victory Loan campaign, the story is one of
unique advertising and unprecedented response. Three fourths
of the issue is devoted to a statistical table in which is presented
the record of each of the three hundred and three counties of the
district for each loan, together with the names of the state and
county chairmen in charge of the campaigns.

A recent issue of the Quarterly published by the Minnesota
State Board of Control (vol. 19, no. 3) is devoted to a “Summary
of Activities During the War Period” of the educational, philan-
thropic, correctional, and penal institutions under its supervision.
The data contained therein indicates the scope and value of the
war work accomplished by the employes and inmates of these
institutions and shows that even some of the most unfortunate
of the latter were of material assistance in the prosecution of the
war.

The Report of the supreme board of directors of the Knights
of Columbus, for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1919, on “War
Work Activities” (New Haven, 1919. 55 p.), contains a series
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of charts and statistics from which some idea of the work of this
organization in Minnesota and of the number of Minnesotans in
. its overseas service may be gleaneds

“The Roll of Honor” in the history of Phillips Academy,
Andover, in the Great War, edited by Claude M. Fuess (New
Haven, 1919. 398 p.) contains biographical sketches of three
Minnesota men who gave their lives for the cause of democracy,
Irving T. Moore of Duluth, Perry Dean Gribben of St. Paul, and
Kenneth Rand of Minneapolis. The “War Record” of the
Andover alumni and students, which occupies nearly half of the
volume, includes the military experiences of a number of Minne-
sotans.

One chapter of Emerson Hough’s The Web (Chicago, 1919.
511 p.), the authorized history of the American Protective
League, is devoted to the work of the Minneapolis division of
that organization. The story of the experiences, exciting and
commonplace, humorous and pathetic, of the operations of the
league in what Mr. Hough erroneously calls “one of the North-
West’s Capitals” makes very interesting reading. The chapter
is obviously a condensation of the Summary and Report of War
Service which was previously issued by the Minneapolis divi-
sion (see ante, 3:108).

In his Brief Story of the Rainbow Division (New York, 1919.
61 p.), Walter B. Wolf informs his readers that this “account
of the 42nd Division was written . . . in order that it might
be available to each member of the Division upon his return to
the United States.” The pamphlet, however, is of interest to all
Minnesotans who take pride in their state’s contribution to the
Rainbow Division, the 151st United States Field Artillery. The
experiences of the Minnesota unit are necessarily but lightly
touched upon in a work of this scope. The account includes the
story, concisely told, of the organization and composition of the
division, of its long and brilliant period of service in France,
and of the tedious months of waiting for home during the winter
of 1918-19 while it formed a part of the Army of Occupation.
One convenient appendix is composed of the names of the units
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of the division with their original designations and commanding
officers ; another consists of a list of the sectors occupied by the
Rainbow Division during the various periods of the war. A map
on which the western front in June, 1918, is indicated and the
fronts and sectors occupied by the 42nd Division are located, is a
valuable addition to the pamphlet. The author assures the public
that “a detailed and more extended record of the Rainbow is

being prepared for early publication . . . in which the person-
alties of the soldiers and leaders . . . will be dealt with at
length.”

The Rainbow Highway Association has been formed in Iowa
for the purpose of establishing a memorial to the men of the
Rainbow Division in the form of a highway to extend from St.
Louis on the south to St. Paul and Minneapolis on the north.

The memory of the Minneapolis men who gave their lives in
the World War is to be perpetuated in an unusual manner. Six-
teen hundred elms, one for each man who died in the service, are
to be planted in six rows along a memorial drive which is now
being graded and prepared between Glenwood Park and Camden
Park. The income from a fund of fifty thousand dollars, pre-
sented to the city by Charles M. Loring, will be used in caring for
the trees.

The McLeod County men who were in the military service
during the World War were welcomed home in a great celebra-
tion at Hutchinson on August 19. It is estimated that thirty
thousand people thronged the streets of the town to watch the
parade composed of veterans of the Civil, Indian, Spanish-Amer-
ican, and World wars. After the parade eight hundred of the
eight hundred and fifty former service men of the county received
bronze medals. In the evening a historical pageant was presented
on the main street of the town.

The national and regimental colors of four units of the 88th
Division which were made up largely of Minnesota men have
been turned over to the state by the war department. The colors
are those of the 351st and 352nd regiments United States Infan-
try, 313th United States Engineers, and 337th United States
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Field Artillery. They have been added to the display of Minne-
sota Military colors in the rotunda of the Capitol. The colors
of two units outside of the 88th Division, the 125th United
States Field Artillery and the 55th United States Engineers,
have also been received and included in the collection.

A summary account of what the various states are doing in
the collection of material for the history of state and local par-
ticipation in the World War appears in the October number of
the Awmerican Historical Review in an article entitled “The
Collection of State War Service Records,” by Franklin F. Hol-
brook, secretary of the Minnesota War Records Commission.
Admittedly but a preliminary survey of developments in a new
and broad field, the article reveals the fact that “central govern-
ments or governmental agencies in at least thirty-five states have
made special and mote or less adequate provision for the conduct

. . of systematic and state-wide campaigns for the acquisition
of all available records of the war services performed by their
several commonwealths.” Minnesota is shown to compare favor-
ably with other states except that, in a number of cases, state war
records agencies elsewhere receive much more liberal financial
support.

Wisconsin in the World War, by R. B. Pixley (Milwaukee,
1919. 400 p.) is a compilation consisting mainly of names and
statistics. It seems to be a cross between the state blue book and
the commercial county history types of literary endeavor.
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