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days of the city's transportation system are published in an 
article in the Minneapolis Journal for December 7. Herein the 
humble origin of what has become an established institution is 
discussed and the discomfort endured by passengers on the horse 
cars of 1879 is contrasted with the ease enjoyed by travelers on 
the comparatively luxurious electric cars of the present. 

Some information about the use or school buildings in Minne­
apolis for singing schools and other community affairs half a 
century ago, derived from the records of the school board, is 
contained in an interview with Dr. Charles M. Jordan, superin­
tendent emeritus of the Minneapolis schools, in the Minneapolis 
Journal for December 7. Dr. Jordan considers the community 
singing which has been so popular recently to be merely "a 
revival of an old custom." 

The days when the sport of horse racing was in its prime are 
recalled in an article in the Minneapolis Journal for November 
23, entitled "Minneapolis Horsemen Get Out Earmuffs for Ice 
Sport but Sigh for Old Track Days." The article is illustrated 
with a portrait of Colonel William S. King and a photograph 
showing a crowd watching a race at one of his fairs. 

The history of the bronze figure representing the Angel Gabriel 
which was brought to St. Anthony in 1857 by James M. Winslow 
and mounted on the flagstaff of his hotel, the Winslow House, 
and which is now on the flagstaff of the Minneapolis Exposition 
Building is sketched in an article in the Minneapolis Journal for 
December 7. 

The services conducted by the Christ Lutheran Church of St. 
Paul on December 7 commemorated two important events in its 
history, the incorporation of the congregation fifty years ago and 
the dedication of the present church building four years ago. 

Articles on the early history of St. Paul are appearing from 
time to time in the magazine section accompanying the Sunday 
issue of the St. Paul Daily News. That for December 7 contains 
an account of the beginnings of real estate advertising in Minne­
sota under the title "Col. Hewitt, Pioneer St. Paul Booster." The 
reminiscent narratives of "St. Paul Before This," contributed 
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weekly by Benjamin Backnumber, also appear in the magazine 
section. The story of the "Ups and Downs of the St. Paul Globe" 
is the subject of the number for November 30. The one for De­
cember 7 entitled "That Indian 'Battle' in Our Streets," includes 
a history of the old Pioneer Building, where the three Sioux who 
were attacked by eighteen Chippewa on April 9, 1853, took 
refuge. The Reverend Edward D. Neill's lifelong activities in 
promoting the welfare of Minnesota; the career of Louis E. 
Fisher, a pioneer St. Paul editor; and the belligerent character 
of Aaron Goodrich, "Minnesota's First Chief Justice," are dis­
cussed in the numbers of this series for December 21, 28, and 
January 4, respectively. 

The history of a representatitve St. Paul wholesale concern is 
outlined in 65 Years of Service (St. Paul, 1919. 34 p.), a 
pamphlet published by Foley Brothers' Grocery Company for the 
purpose of presenting to their employees a brief sketch of the 
organization from its beginning. The narrative opens with a 
sketch of the city of St. Paul as it appeared in 1855, the year in 
which the firm was founded as the "unpretentious general mer­
chandise establishment of Temple and Beaupre." The changes 
since that time in the scope of the stock handled by the concern, 
in the methods used in reaching its trade and delivering its 
goods, and in the location and size of its buildings, as set forth 
in the pamphlet, are typical of the industrial development of 
the city as a whole. Changes in the personnel of members and 
employees of the firm are also noted in the narrative. The 
pamphlet is attractively illustrated with portraits of the men who 
are responsible for the present prosperity of the business and 
with reproductions of pages from the early accounts of the 
concern. 

Some of the successive changes on the staff of the St. Paul 
Pioneer Press during the past forty years are noted and a few 
outstanding personalities and careers are sketched in an article 
reminiscent of the early days of that paper written by John Tal­
man, newspaper librarian of the Minnesota Historical Society, 
and published in the St. Paul Dispatch and St. Paul Pioneer 
Press American for January. The author is loud in his praises 
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of Frank Moore, for many years "foreman of the Pioneer Press 
newsroom." 

The origin of the names of St. Paul streets, parks, playgrounds, 
and other public places is discussed in an article in the St. Paul 
Daily News for December 14. 

When Blue Earth County Was Young, by George W. Allyn, 
published as a reprint from the Madison Lake Times (1919. 
40 p.), is a reminiscent narrative of the personal experiences of 
the author and his associates in the northeastern portion of that 
county. The account opens in 1855 when the author and his 
parents with four other families settled in the Plum Valley near 
the border line between Blue Earth and Waseca counties. This 
little group of pioneers was the nucleus of the town of Madison 
Lake. Their experiences, surroundings, means of communica­
tion, the conditions of their life, and their relations with the 
Indians before and during the Sioux massacre, are subjects dealt 
with at length. Considerable information about the enonomic 
development of the region is included in the account. Emphasis 
is placed upon the growth of the industry in which the author was 
engaged, the cordwood business; and perhaps the most valuable 
portion of the volume deals with the effect of the coming of the 
railroads upon this industry (pp. 10-14). 

The purchase of the Mankato Review by the Mankato Free 
Press is the occasion for the publication of a history of the 
newspapers of Mankato in the weekly issue of the former paper 
for November 11, of the latter for November 14, and the daily 
issues of both for November 8. The predominating subject of 
the article is the career of John C. Wise Sr., who, in 1858, 
founded the Mankato Record, one of the two papers which were 
later merged to form the Free Press, and, in 1869, established 
the Review. In the Free Press the article is accompanied by 
portraits of Mr. Wise and his sons, who were associated with 
him and who continued the publication of the Review to the 
present; in the Review the illustrations consist of portraits of 
Mr. Wise and of some of the proprietors and editors of the Free 
Press. 



320 NEWS AND COMMENT FEB. 

"The Kensington Rune Stone, Is It the Oldest Native Docu­
ment of American History?" by Hjalmar R. Holand, in the 
December number of the Wisconsin Magazine of History, is a 
presentation of the case for the authenticity of the inscription 
on the stone by its foremost advocate. The principal contribution 
of the article is contained in Mr. Holand's interpretation of the 
expression "day's journey," as used in the inscription, to mean 
a "recognized unit of distance," based on the usual rate of 
progress of a sailing vessel along the shore, that is, about eighty 
miles. 

Other articles in the December number of the Wisconsin Maga­
zine of History are: "A Forgotten Trail," by James H. 
McManus, in which an attempt is made to trace the route of a 
party which included the Reverend Alfred Brunson and some 
English miners on an overland trip from Prairie du Chien to 
Lake Superior in 1842; "Portage, the Break in a Historic Water­
way," by W. A. Titus ("Historic Spots in Wisconsin" series), 
which is accompanied by two pictures of Fort Winnebago; and 
chapter 4 of "The Story of Wisconsin, 1634-1848," by Louise 
P. Kellogg, which deals with "Territorial Foundations and Devel­
opments." An excellent picture of Mayzhuckegeshig, a Chippewa 
chief who died at Beaulieu, Minnesota, August 29, 1919, forms 
the frontispiece of this issue, and a sketch of his career is pre­
sented in the section devoted to a "Survey of Historical 
Activities" (p. 263). 

"The Nonpartisan League in North Dakota; The Story of 
America's Most Remarkable Farmers' Political Movement," is 
the title of an article by Rasmus B. Saby of Cornell University 
in the North Star for January. The author attempts to give an 
objective treatment of this highly controversial subject. 

An historical anniversary of marked interest will be celebrated 
in western Canada on May 2 by the Hudson's Bay Company. 
On this date two hundred and fifty years ago, Charles II issued 
a charter founding the company and granting to it an enormous 
tract of land. This great organization continues to thrive despite 
its age; it is still a powerful factor in the commercial life of 
Canada and many of its early forts and trading posts are now 
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prosperous municipalities. Four of these, Winnipeg, Vancouver, 
Calgary, and Edmonton, have been chosen as the principal cities 
for the celebration of next May. 

A hitherto unpublished document written about 1763 by an 
unknown author and entitled "Memoire sur la partie occidentale 
du Canada, depuis Michillimakinac jusqu'au fleuve du Missis-
sipi," appears in the January and February numbers of Le 
Bulletin des Recherches Historiques, published by La Societe des 
fitudes Historiques at Beauceville, Quebec. The document con­
sists of descriptions of the two canoe routes most frequently 
used by French traders in making the trip from Mackinac and 
the Great Lakes to the Mississippi River—that by way of the Fox 
and Wisconsin rivers and that by way of the Chicago and Illinois 
rivers. 

The Annual Report of the Thunder Bay Historical Society for 
1919 (Fort William, Ontario. 29 p.) contains a paper on "The 
Founding of Fort William Mission and the Jesuit Missionaries," 
by Eugenie Robin, and an interesting study of "The Ojibway 
Indian," by P. H. Godsell. It is interesting to note that this is 
the tenth report published by this society, which has its home on 
the northern shore of Lake Superior only a short distance from 
the international boundary. 

WAR HISTORY ACTIVITIES 

Through an arrangement with the Soldiers' Bonus Board, 
already noted, the Minnesota War Records Commission has 
received over eighty thousand service records of Minnesota 
soldiers, sailors, and marines. Similar records, on special forms, 
have been secured directly from large numbers of Y. M. C. A. 
secretaries, Red Cross nurses, and other army welfare workers. 
In many cases these summary records are accompanied by illus­
trative and documentary material which adds greatly to their 
value as personal records. 

A number of important additions have been made to the state 
collection of reports and narratives, in manuscript form, covering 
the activities of leading state and local war agencies. Among 
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these may be noted a complete set of concise statements relating 
to the personnel and activities of the state and county branches 
of the food administration; the final report of the federal fuel 
administrator for Minnesota; reports on the war activities of 
the Minneapolis Civic and Commerce Association; an account of 
the recruiting of engineers in St. Paul; and a "Record of the War 
and Civil Service of the Members of the Minnesota Society of 
the Sons of the Revolution," compiled by Harry T. Drake of 
St. Paul. 

Although the official records of most branches of federal 
agencies and national organizations engaged in war work in 
Minnesota have either been sent to Washington or retained by 
the local branches under orders from national headquarters, the 
Minnesota War Records Commission has been successful in ac­
quiring custody of files of official correspondence and papers of 
a number of important war agencies. The director of the United 
States Employment Service in Minnesota has turned over to the 
commission for safe-keeping the original files of the branch 
offices of the service at Bemidji, St. Cloud, Mankato, and Albert 
Lea. These records consist of applications for employment, voca­
tional cards, employers' requisitions, official orders, daily reports, 
and correspondence. From the department of home economics of 
the state agricultural college, which was closely associated with 
the food administration and other agencies in the campaign for 
food conservation, the commission has received complete files of 
official correspondence, reports, and records of experiments. The 
correspondence conducted in connection with the state manage­
ment of the United War Work Campaign, and the 1918 official 
file of the Minnesota branch of the Y. M. C. A. War Council 
are other notable acquisitions. Newly acquired records of strictly 
local agencies include the correspondence and papers of the 
Americanization Committee, an auxiliary of the Minnesota Com­
mission of Public Safety, and a roster and records of the recruit­
ing, in Minneapolis, of the famous "Roosevelt regiment." 

The commission has received from individuals a number of 
noteworthy collections of printed, manuscript, and graphic 
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material which bears upon the various war activities in which 
the several donors participated. Such collections have been 
contributed by Sergeant Richard S. Stone, Minneapolis, who was 
engaged in army personnel work at Camp Grant; Hugo V. Koch, 
St. Paul, former director of the United States Employment Serv­
ice in Minnesota; Donald R. Cotton, St. Paul, regional advisor for 
the United States War Industries Board and leader in various local 
war activities; Lieutenant James P. Dudley, St. Paul, former 
commanding officer of Company G, 350th Infantry, 88th Division, 
which saw service in France; George W. McCree, St. Paul, 
civilian aide, in the recruiting of railway engineers, to the adjutant 
general of the United States Army; and Mrs. Edward Feldhauser, 
St. Paul, regent of the local chapter of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution and chairman of the woman's division of 
the Patriotic League of St. Paul. 

County committees of the war records commission are working 
along the lines of up-to-date and detailed suggestions contained 
in the commission's Bulletin, no. 3 (mimeographed) which was 
issued in January under the title County War History Prospectus 
and Guide to the Collection of Material (27 p.). This bulletin 
contains a tentative outline for a county war history, general 
and specific instructions for the collection and preservation of 
material, a series of model questionnaires for gathering data, 
and definite suggestions about organizing and financing county 
war records committees. Though intended primarily as a guide 
to the collection of material, the bulletin may also be of use to 
such county committees or other agencies as are preparing county 
war histories for publication. 

A detailed report of the work of the Rice County War Records 
Committee shows that organization to have been unusually suc­
cessful in the building up of a county collection of service records, 
photographs, draft records, reports of war organizations, and 
other material for a county war history. Recent appropriations 
for the work of similar county committees include five thousand 
dollars granted to the Ramsey County committee by the city of 
St. Paul and two hundred dollars set aside for the Kandiyohi 
County committee by the county board. The Kandiyohi and 
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Le Sueur committees, among others already noted, plan to publish 
county war histories in book form. 

Minnesota had the honor of entertaining the first national con­
vention of the American Legion, which was held at Minneapolis, 
November 10, 11, and 12, 1919. An "unofficial summary" of 
Committee Reports and Resolutions adopted on that occasion 
has been issued in handbook form (67 p.) for immediate use 
pending the publication of an official report of the proceedings. 
To those interested in the history of state and national participa­
tion in the World War, it is encouraging to note that the national 
body of the" Legion, like its Minnesota branch, has adopted as 
one of its fundamental aims the perpetuation of legionaries' 
memories of life in the service. In fulfillment of this aim, the 
national headquarters of the Legion has since evolved a plan of 
state organization including state historians, who, it is planned, 
in addition to the usual duties of such officers, will serve as con­
necting links between the organization and the state historical 
societies or commissions engaged in the collection of material 
relating to state and local war history. 

The following recent additions have been made to the state 
collection of souvenir histories of military units including Minne­
sotans: 338th U. S. Field Artillery: Our Book of Memories, 
Corporal Jerome R. Forbes of Nebraska, editor (148 p . ) ; Com­
pany History, "D", 55th Engineers, American Expeditionary 
Forces, by William L. Peterson of Iowa assisted by Ralph S. 
Underwood of Minneapolis (72 p.) ; History of the 805th Pioneer 
Infantry [colored], American Expeditionary Forces, by Major 
Paul S. Bliss of St. Paul (223 p . ) ; and a history in mimeo­
graphed form of "Company 'B', 328th Infantry, 82nd Division, 
U. S. Army," by Lieutenant Charles M. Day of Alabama (24 p.). 
The History of the 805th Pioneer Infantry, in all respects admir­
ably suited to its purpose, contains an exceptionally varied and 
interesting series of photographic reproductions illustrative of 
the experiences of the American soldier overseas. 

In a pamphlet entitled A Y.M.C. A. Secretary in Italy During 
Wartime (25 p.) , Paul J. Thompson of Minneapolis gives an 
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interesting account of his own experiences and impressions dur­
ing a year's active service as an army welfare worker overseas. 
In the latter part of his stay in Italy, Mr. Thompson was placed 
in charge of the work of arranging entertainments for the Italian 
soldiers in hospitals, barracks, and aviation camps in and near 
Rome. The account of this and of other aspects of the work of 
the Y. M. C. A. in Italy, though published primarily for distribu­
tion among the author's friends, is of general interest especially 
as a contribution to the history of Minnesota's participation in 
the war. Since that history, particularly as it concerns activities 
carried on outside the state, will be for the most part a record of 
the services of individuals, other Minnesotans who were in active 
war service would do well to follow Mr. Thompson's example, 
at least to the extent of making their experiences a matter of 
permanent record. 

"Logging with the A. E. F." is the subject of an article which 
begins in the December number of The North Woods, monthly 
bulletin of the Minnesota Forestry Association and the Minne­
sota Forest Service. The author of the article, Shirley C. Bray-
ton, a graduate student at the University of Minnesota, who 
served with the Twentieth Engineers, here gives a very interest­
ing and informing account of that portion of the operations of 
the regiment which centered at the village of Chatinois in Loraine. 
Of Minnesota men in the companies stationed there, special men­
tion is made of "Sergeant Hugh Martin, an old time Minnesota 
lumber jack from Grand Rapids." The article will conclude in 
the February number. 

Though not primarily a war record, the Report of the president 
of the University of Minnesota for the year 1918-19 (Bulletins, 
vol. 22, no. 52) contains much information about the ways in 
which the university as an institution participated in and was 
effected by the war-time activities and conditions of the period 
covered. In the announcements of faculty resignations and 
leaves of absence, some indication is given of the individual 
services of men who left the university to engage in war work. 

Contributions of men to the winning of the war made by one 
of Minnesota's military schools are recorded in a pamphlet 
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entitled, War Service Record of Shattuck Men (31 p.), compiled 
by Harry E. Whitney, an instructor at the Shattuck School, Fari­
bault. The record comprises rosters and brief statements of 
service of Shattuck men who lost their lives in the service, those 
who suffered casualties, those who were decorated or cited in 
orders, all those who were in the service, those engaged in gov­
ernment or army welfare work, those participating in civilian 
war activities at home, and those whose positions or services were 
for one reason or another distingushed. The main roster of 
service men is arranged according to the classes to which the 
men belonged when at Shattuck. It is interesting to note that of 
the 616 Shattuck men with the colors, 336 were commissioned 
officers. 

The Montevideo News has published a county war history 
entitled With the Colors from Chippewa County, 1917, 1918, 
1919 (208 p.). The volume is comparable in most respects to the 
war histories of Goodhue, Waseca, and Watonwan counties which 
were reviewed in the November number of the BULLETIN. It dif­
fers somewhat on the pictorial side in its variations of the con­
ventional group picture with respect to setting and pose and in 
its relatively large number of photographic illustrations in which 
activities and conditions, rather than persons, are the prominent 
features. 

The October number of the Quarterly Journal of the Univer­
sity of North Dakota is devoted to a series of articles by compe­
tent local authorities on the subject of North Dakota's 
contribution to the winning of the war. Under such titles as 
"North Dakota's Contribution of Men," "The Work of the Wel­
fare Organizations," "The Work of the Red Cross," and "Sec­
ondary War Activities," are summed up all of the more important 
of that state's war services. The January number of the same 
periodical contains a "Service List of the University of North 
Dakota" giving the names and details of service of members of 
the university faculty, alumni, former students, undergraduates, 
members of the Students' Army Training Corps, and students of 
the university high school. The main roster is preceded by photo-
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graphs and biographical sketches of the university men who lost 
their lives in the service. 

The North Dakota branch of the American Legion in January 
commenced the publication, at Bismarck, of an official organ 
known as The Legionaire which appears on the first and fifteenth 
of every month. 

Recent pamphlets and bulletins issued by agencies in other 
states similar to the Minnesota War Records Commission are: 
The Collection and Preservation of County War Records, by the 
war records section of the Illinois State Historical Library 
(10 p.) ; Michigan War Records, by the Michigan Historical Com­
mission as number 10 of its Bulletins (30 p.) ; and Pennsylvania's 
Participation in the World War, by the Pennsylvania War His­
tory Commission (22 p.) . Tentative outlines for state or county 
war histories appear in all and are the principal features of the 
Michigan and Pennsylvania bulletins. In Virginia the state war 
records agency issues a monthly periodical in newspaper form 
under the title, War History Commission News Letter. 
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