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while a member of that [the supreme] court are the principal
source of his great reputation,” the author devotes the greater
part of the article to a technical analysis of those opinions. A
portrait of Judge Mitchell forms the frontispiece of this issue
of the Review.

“The Man Who Linked Minnesota’s Past With Present,”
Lyman W. Ayer, is the subject of a biographical sketch in the
St. Paul Daily News for May 23. Mr. Ayer was born near Pine
City, Minnesota, in 1834, and he lived in the state almost con-
tinuously until his death a few months ago at Little Falls; thus
this story of his life reflects in a sense the story of the growth
and development of Minnesota. A portrait of Mr. Ayer is pub-
lished with the sketch.

The scope of the records of Hennepin County, which are pre-
served in the court house at Minneapolis, is set forth in an
article in the Minneapolis Journal for June 27. The first mar-
riage record is described and the circumstances of the first civil,
criminal, and juvenile cases tried in the county are stated.

The “razing of Col. King’s summer home” is the occasion for
an article in the Minneapolis Tribune for April 4, reminiscent of
the days when Colonel William S. King lived on his farm on the
outskirts of Minneapolis and raised blooded stock. The illustra-
tions consist of pictures of the old house and some of its antique
furnishings.

How it happened that “John W. Brown’s Family, Portland
Avenue Pioneers, Lived in Minneapolis Several Months Before
They Discovered the Fact,” is explained by a son, H. N. Brown
of Minneapolis, in an interview published in the Minneapolis
Tribune for May 30. He also describes the business section and
stores of early Minneapolis and tells how, when supplies were
needed, it meant “a day’s work to make the trip” to town from
the homestead on Minnehaha Creek. A painting of his father’s
homestead, now in Mr. Brown’s possession, is reproduced with
the article.

An article in the Minneapolis Journal for April 18, inspired
by the passing of the first building erected by the Young Men’s
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Christian Association in Minneapolis, relates some anecdotes in
the history of that organization. Among the illustrations is a
reproduction of an interesting old poster, evidently used by the
organization in a membership drive.

The First Presbyterian Church of Minneapolis, the oldest
church of that denomination in Minnesota, celebrated its eighty-
fifth anniversary on June 13 at Fort Snelling, where the congrega-
tion was organized in 1835. The history of the church was traced
by its present pastor, the Reverend John T. Bergen, and pictures
illustrative of its development were exhibited. A somewhat
detailed account of the beginnings of Presbyterianism in Minne-
sota and, especially, of the establishment and growth of this
church is published in the Minneapolis Journal for June 13.

St. Mark’s Outlook, the weekly magazine published by St.
Mark’s Church of Minneapolis, issued a “Consecration Number,”
on May 15, commemorating the consecration of the church edifice
and reviewing the history of the parish. The consecration ser-
mon of the rector, the Reverend James E. Freeman, printed
. therein, contains a brief historical sketch of the parish. “Remi-
niscences of Early St. Mark’s,” describing the “inception and
early days” of the parish from 1858 to about 1872, are supplied by
Mr. Albee Smith, “the only living member of the original St.
Mark’s Vestry.” The greater part of this article is also published
in the Minneapolis Tribune for May 16. In a more complete
“Historical Sketch of St. Mark’s Church,” the late Bishop Samuel
C. Edsall records the story of the parish from its establishment
to the formal opening of the present church in 1910. His nar-
rative consists of descriptions of the successive churches used by
the growing congregation, biographical notes about the various
rectors and officers, and an account of the Wells’ Memorial
House. The volume is illustrated with exterior and interior views
of the two most recent churches of St. Mark’s and with portraits
of some of the men who have contributed towards its welfare and
growth, ‘

Perhaps it is to be expected that Benjamin Backnumber, who
is an old newspaper man, should include a large number of stories
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about early newspapers and their editors in his reminiscences of
“St. Paul Before This,” published each week in the magazine
section of the Sunday issue of the St. Paul Daily News. Among
his recent articles of this nature are an account of the rivalry of
two St. Paul editors of the early sixties, Dr. Thomas Foster and
Thomas M. Newson, May 9; a character sketch of “Dick” Steele,
a figure in St. Paul’s journalistic world in the late eighties and
early nineties, May 23; a report of the meeting, a half century
ago, of the Minnesota Editorial Association, with a list of the
editors who attended, June 20; and outlines of the editorial work
of three “Men of Fifty Years Ago,” Frederick Driscoll, J.
Fletcher Williams, and James H. Davidson, June 27. Several of
the other articles in this series which have appeared during the
past three months are of considerable historical interest. For
example, the number for April 4 describes the reception accorded
to a group of notable easterners who came to St. Paul in June,
1854, on a river steamer, the War Eagle, as the guests of the Rock
Island Railroad Company, and estimates the value of the pub-
licity which the visitors gave to the booming territory upon their
return to the East. Equally interesting are the accounts, pub-
lished April 11 and May 16, of the review of a body of troops at
Fort Snelling on July 9, 1855, which was witnessed by Senator
Charles Sumner and throngs of people from surrounding com-
munities, and of “The First Balloon Ascensions” in Minnesota,
those made by Willlam Markoe in 1857.

The April number of The Gleam, the publication of the John
A. Johnson High School, formerly the Cleveland High School,
of St. Paul, is an “Historical Number,” issued to record the work
of the recently organized Cleveland-Johnson Historical Associa-
tion. The aims of this organization are “to preserve all items
of value in the life of the school,” to note its expansion, to record
faculty changes, “to collect books, lectures, pictures by . ..
distinguished graduates, and to keep an accurate alumni roll.”
Judging from the material published in this number of The
Gleam, the society seems to have passed a fairly successful initial
year. Sixteen pages are devoted to a history of the school and
its activities and two and a half pages to a special history of
athletics; a “Roll of Highest Honors” from 1897 to 1919 and
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letters from former faculty members and alumni also are included.
Illustrations of historical interest consist of portraits of prin-
cipals and photographs of the buildings of the school.

The St. Paul Daily News for June 27 publishes an article on
the services of Alpheus B. Stickney to Minnesota and especially
to St. Paul. Since he was responsible for the building of the
union stockyards at South St. Paul, their history is briefly out-
lined.

Topographic maps of three portions of Minnesota, the St.
Francis Quadrangle in Anoka and Isanti counties, the Pillager
Quadrangle in Cass and Morrison counties, and the Beardsley
Quadrangle in Traverse and Big Stone counties have been issued
recently by the United States Geological Survey. Eventually
these maps will be included in a topographic atlas of the United
States.

An article entitled “Ramsey State Park Scenes Recall Days
When Red Men Slew and Burned,” appears in the St Paul
Pioneer Press for April 25. It sketches the history of the famous
log cabin, the nucleus of the town of Redwood Falls, which was
erected by Colonel Samuel McPhail on the site he had selected
for the first settlement in Redwood County. The cabin has been
moved to Ramsey State Park near the town, where it will be
preserved. A photograph of the cabin accompanies the article.

The history of the old Dalles House at Taylor’s Falls, recently
condemned as unfit for housing purposes, is outlined in an article
in the St. Paul Pioneer Press for June 6. In the early days the
building was used as a court house as well as a hotel; conse-
quently a number of interesting incidents in the early history of
Chisago County are included. A picture of the Dalles House
accompanies the article,

Minnesalbum svenska ev. lutherska Tripolis-forsamlingen,
Kandiyohi County, Minnesota, 18681918 (64 p.) is the title of
a volume published in commemoration of the fiftieth anniversary
of this rural church in Kandiyohi township and county. The
credit for fashioning a consecutive narrative out of such meager
records of the church as have not been lost or destroyed by fire
belongs to the pastor, the Reverend Hjalmar Tillman. Copies of
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the programs which marked the celebrations of the thirtieth,
fortieth, and fiftieth anniversaries of the organization of the
congregation are included in the volume, The illustrations con-
sist of portraits of pastors and members of the congregation and
of the various buildings of the church.

The July issue of the American-Scandinavion Review is an
“Historical Number” and contains articles on “Kleng Peerson,
the Father of Norwegian Immigration to America,” by Rasmus
B. Anderson ; “Zachariah Poulson,” by M. Atherton Leach; and
“John Hanson, American Patriot,” by George H. Ryden and
Adolph B. Benson.

The Constitutional History of the Louisiana Purchase,
1803-1812, by Everett Somerville Brown, has recently appeared
as volume 10 of the Publications in History of the University
of California. It deals with the constitutional aspects of the pur-
chase itself and with the organization and government of Orleans
Territory, which became the state of Louisiana in 1812,

The State Historical Society of Wisconsin has begun the com-
pilation of a “Domesday Book” of the state, which is to consist
of plats of all the townships showing the first settlers on each
tract of land, supplemented with information about them. The
records of the United States Land Office furnish the starting
point for the work and additional data is gathered by means of
questionnaires distributed to schools and individuals in the
localities.

H. V. Arnold’s latest venture in the field of local history is
T'he Early History of the Dewvil's Lake Country, Including the
Period of the Early Setilements (Larimore, North Dakota, 1920.
106 p.). The first two chapters, which deal with the earliest
explorers, the Indians, and the fur trade, apply almost equally to
Minnesota and to North Dakota. The “Expedition of Jean N.
Nicollet” and that portion of his map which depicts the Devils
Lake region are discussed in chapter 4. In the appendix Mr.
Arnold explains that “Nicollet’s first name was Joseph, instead
of Jean,” and that “Chapter IV was printed last year at which
time the error was not known to the publisher.” Aside from
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a brief paragraph on the extension of the Sioux Massacre into
North Dakota (p. 43), little more of Minnesota interest is noted
in the volume. The annals of the settlements around Stump
Lake and Devils Lake during the early eighties when the region
was boomihg form by far the most interesting and valuable part
of the narrative and make up the three concluding chapters. The
information contained in them has been gleaned almost entirely
from two early newspapers, the Larimore Pioneer and the Devils
Lake Pioneer Press.

“The First Organized Government of Dakota,” by Governor
Samuel Albright, in the Western Magazine for April and May,
is a reprint, without acknowledgment, of an article in volume 8
of the Minnesota Historical Collections. The May issue contains
also an historical sketch of “The Minnesota National Forests,”
which was compiled recently by Bertha L. Heilbron of the staff
of the Minnesota Historical Society in response to a request from
the United States Forest Service.

The passing of 250 years since the charter which established
the Hudson’s Bay Company was granted to Prince Rupert was
marked by a series of historical celebrations and pageants con-
ducted by the company during the month of May in Winnipeg,
Edmonton, Calgary, Vancouver, Victoria, and numerous trading
posts scattered throughout western Canada. The festivities were
opened in and about Winnipeg on May 3. The company extended
its hospitality to hosts of Indians who came, dressed in their
native costumes, from remote posts of the Canadian Northwest
to participate in the celebration and to join officials and employees
of the company and the people of Winnipeg in witnessing repro-
ductions of scenes of the company’s early activities, which were
enacted in an historical pageant at Lower Fort Garry and in a
flotilla of eighteen canoes and two York boats manned by Indians
on the Red River. A detailed account of this celebration
appeared in the Manitoba Free Press for May 4. The issue of the
same paper for June 5 contained a description of one of the last
fétes connected with the company’s anniversary celebration, that
held on May 24 at Fort Alexander, a frontier post, where a thou-
sand Indians were entertained. The anniversary and its com-
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memoration are of marked interest to Minnesotans, not only
because the scenes reproduced in the pageants were characteristic
of fur-trading days in this state as well as in Canada, but because
the story of Lord Selkirk and his Red River Colony forms an
intimate link between the history of Minnesota and that of the
Hudson’s Bay Company.

The “Veterans of 1866-"70 and 1885 and the Old Settlers of
the Red River Valley” of Canada held their annual reunion in
Winnipeg on May 4, in connection with the celebration of the
Hudson’s Bay Company. The names of persons who attended
the meeting, arranged chronologically according to dates of
arrival in the region, are published with an account of the reunion
in the Mawnitoba Free Press for May 5.

Empire Day, 1920, a pamphlet issued by the department of
education of the Province of Manitoba at Winnipeg (28 p.),
commemorates the anniversaries of three important events in the
history of the province: the two hundred and fiftieth anniversary
of the founding of the Hudson’s Bay Company, the one hundredth
anniversary of the death of Lord Selkirk, and the fiftieth anni-
versary of the organization of Manitoba as a “Province of the
Dominion of Canada.” The story of their northern neighbor is
naturally of interest to Minnesotans, Furthermore, the histories
of the state and of the province overlap in a number of instances;
and even in so brief a sketch as that contained in the present
pamphlet, events of significance in Minnesota history are in-
cluded. For example, two pages are devoted to the “Selkirk
Settlers” and their tragic struggle with the Northwest Company ;
and mention is made of the annual arrival of a packet of mail
at Fort Garry “overland from the States in the winter” until
1853 when “a monthly service was started from Fort Ripley,”
and of the first steamboat “to ply between Fort Abercrombie on
the Red River in Minnesota, and Fort Garry, in 1861” (p. 15).
Since the pamphlet was prepared for distribution among the
school children of Manitoba, the narrative, which is written in an
extremely simple style, takes in only outstanding events and char-
acters, and the illustrations are given decided prominence. The
pictures of greatest Minnesota interest are those of Lord Selkirk,
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of a Red River cart, and of a buffalo hunt. The pamphlet is
to be commended as an excellent means of familiarizing the
growing citizens of Manitoba with the history of their province
and with the activities of the men who laid its foundations. Such
a pamphlet might well be published in Minnesota to acquaint
the youth of the state with the salient points in its history and
to commemorate the Fort Snelling centenary.

WaAR HISTORY ACTIVITIES

The thousands of service records received by the Minnesota
War Records Commission in connection with applications for
the state bonus have been sorted by counties and work has been
commenced upon the drawing up of check lists for use in the
completion of these files, The importance of this work was
enhanced when it became apparent that applicants for the bonus
had not filled out the commission’s questionnaire in all cases, and
that a few thousand must be reached, as originally planned,
through the medium of the county war records committees.

Among recent acquisitions by the commission of material
relating to group activities may be noted: the headquarters files
of correspondence and records relating to the war activities of
the Minnesota branch of the Young Women’s Christian Associa-
tion, typewritten summaries of the work of the Red Cross chap-
ters of Morrison and Winona counties, and a card index record
of women student volunteer workers organized by the depart-
ment of home economics of the agricultural college of the Uni-
versity of Minnesota for the purpose of arranging exhibits and
giving demonstrations in the work of food conservation.

From James P. Dudley of St. Paul, formerly first lieutenant
and, for a time commanding officer of Company G, 350th United
States Infantry, 88th Division, the commission has received a
valuable collection of original documents relating to the history
of his company and covering the entire period of its training at
Camp Dodge and of its activities in France, where it saw action
in so-called “quiet” sectors at the front. Among other things in
the collection may be noted: a set of rosters of the company,
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showing changes in personnel from month to month; several
series of orders, bulletins, circulars, and memoranda received by
the company commander from divisional, brigade, and regimental
headquarters ; copies of field messages sent during the progress
of the fighting ; and individual service records of a few members
of the company. A number of bulletins received from corps
headquarters contain matter designed for use by the company’s
officers in counteracting the effects of various kinds of propa-
ganda detrimental to the morale of the army. Special mention
should be made of a series of detailed topographical maps, sup-
plied for use in the field, of the regions about St. Mihiel, Wassy,
Nancy, Gondecourt, Mulhouse, Metz, and Mort Mare, and of
large military maps illustrative of the St. Mihiel and Meuse-
Argonne offensives. Group photographs of Company G and
Company H and the supply company of the 350th Infantry are
among numerous other items included in the collection.

War histories of Becker, Freeborn, and Mower counties have
been placed in the historical library through the kindness of the
publishers, Daniel Nelson of Detroit, the Albert Lea Publishing
Company (C. E. Wood, compiler), and the Austin Herald (John
H. and Gertrude E. Skinner, editors). Valuable supplementary
material, consisting of originals of soldiers’ portraits reproduced
in the book, accompanied the Becker County history. While all
three of these histories conform more or less to the type that is
becoming conventional, each has its unique features; and the
Mower County volume, particularly, appears to have covered its
field in an unusually thorough, and certainly in an interesting,
manner. It is encouraging, also, to note in each case some trace
of the influence of suggestions made by the war records com-
mission.

The Ramsey County branch of the Minnesota War Records
Commission, Colonel Haydn S. Cole of St. Paul, chairman, has
undertaken to prepare and publish a history of St. Paul and
Ramsey County in the World War. According to present plans
about half of the volume will be devoted to an historical narra-
tive, moderately illustrated, covering the essential features of
all phases of the community’s contribution to the winning of the
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war ; the remainder to a roster, with brief records of the services,
of all Ramsey County soldiers, sailors, marines, and army wel-
fare workers. Franklin F. Holbrook, secretary of the state com-
mission, has been placed in charge of the work as director of
the Ramsey County War Records Commission and editor of the
projected history.

Brief biographical sketches of the seventeen former students
of the agricultural college of the University of Minnesota, who
lost their lives in the service, and whose names appear on the
bronze tablet recently placed in the auditorium at the University
Farm, will be kept in a permanent file at the college, according
to an article which appeared in the Minnesota Form Review of
May 6. Seven of the sketches already on file are summarized
in the article.

In the publication of a History of Buffalo and Erie County,
1914-1919 (733 p.), prepared under the auspices of a committee
of one hundred citizens, the city of Buffalo, New York, has set an
example which may well be followed by other large cities of the
country in compiling records of patriotic achievement during the
late war. The book furnishes an admirable account, handsomely
illustrated and well supplied with maps and charts, of the various
ways in which the people of that community contributed to the
winning of the war, and concludes with a two hundred and forty
page roster of the names and some indication of the services of
all Buffalo and Erie County men and women who served as mem-
bers or associates of the armed forces of the nation.

Occasional bits of news from other state war records agencies
show that the work of collecting records of state and local par-
ticipation in the World War is going forward slowly but per-
sistently in communities throughout the country. One of the
notable developments in the work appears to be the increasing
reliance placed by official state agencies upon the efforts of their
local volunteer committees. An evidence of this is the periodical
issuance in many cases of circulars or bulletins for the guidance
of such committees. For example, the war records section of
the Illinois State Historical Library issues monthly a War Rec-
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ords Bulletin, and the war history department of the California
Historical Survey Commission stimulates and directs local activ-
ity through the medium of an occasional Information Circular.
Also, as in a number of states, the California commission has
issued a printed pamphlet containing a Suggested Outline for a
State or County War History together with other matter designed
to arouse and give definite direction to public interest in the
subject.
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