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The role of the schools in the Centennial celebration is receiving
excellent attention in the Minnesota Journal of Education. The first of a
series of special Centennial articles is contributed by Louise Spaeth to
the September issue. Under the title “Your Home Town Is History,” she
suggests ways in which community history can be exploited in pageants,
historical tours, sports festivals, historic treasure hunts, programs of
old-time music and dances, and the like during the Centennial year.
The activities of a very productive Gopher Historian chapter at South St.
Paul, which is giving special attention to the Centennial, are described
in an article on “History Down the Street” by Kathryn McAuliff in
the December Journal. The periodical is featuring a series of pictorial
Centennial covers, beginning in January with a reproduction of Alexis
Fournier’s oil painting of the Chapel of St. Paul.

Suggestions for “Working the Centennial into Social Studies Classes”
are offered by Dorothy Foss in the Bulletin of the Minnesota Council
for the Social Studies for October. The same issue contains a program
for “Minnesota History in the Classroom™ by Dean Horace T. Morse,
chairman of the Minnesota Historical Society’s school committee.

The Minnesota Hardware Retailers Association is sponsoring an
essay contest for Minnesota school children who write on the subject,
“Why a Territorial .Centennial?” As awards for the best essays the

association is offering prizes consisting of sporting goods valued at five
hundred dollars.

Tue ONE-HUNDREDTH ANNUAL MEETING

The Centennial theme appropriately dominated the program arranged
for the Minnesota Historical Society’s one-hundredth annual meeting,
which was held in St. Paul on January 17. For the opening session, which
convened in the Historical Building at 10:00 A.M., about a hundred
people, representing sixty-nine local historical organizations, assembled
for a discussion of “County Historical Societies and the Centennial.”
Mr. Peter Popovich of the state Centennial staff, who presided, an-
nounced that more than three thousand volunteer workers are now
actively engaged in promoting local Centennial celebrations in Minne-
sota’s eighty-seven counties. He then introduced in turn five chairmen of
county Centennial committees who were present to describe the out-
standing programs of activity under way in their localities.
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Mr. Melvin Wroolie of Lac qui Parle County, who spoke first, told
of the rewarding school program, featuring a historical treasure hunt,
inaugurated in his home county. Through the efforts of the local Centen-
nial committee, said Mr. Wroolie, the Lac qui Parle County Historical
Society was organized in February, 1948, and in less than a year the
group had enrolled two hundred and fifty members. Mr. Odean Enes-
vedt of Renville County spoke next, taking as his theme the frontier
mansion built in the early 1860’s near Sacred Heart by Joseph R. Brown.
After sketching the story of the destruction of the house in the Sioux
War and recalling the excavation of the ruins in 1936, he announced
that his committee plans to restore the crumbling walls, erect markers on
the site, and landscape the area, which is now a wayside park. The third
speaker, Mr. C. T. Burnley, represented Dakota County, where an elabo-
rate pageant is being planned and a writing project is under way. Mrs.
1. E. Shisler of Aitkin County told of a tour, planned for June 14, to the
site of the North West Company’s post on Sandy Lake, and of several
special celebrations to be sponsored by the local Centennial committee
and by the recently organized Aitkin County Historical Society. Three
counties — Stearns, Benton, and Sherburne — were represented by Mr.
Clifford Sakry of St. Cloud, chairman of a joint committee for the area
they embrace. He described an ambitious program looking toward Cen-
tennial church, farm, music, and sports festivals in those counties; and he
announced a musical performance, featuring territorial history, which
he has written for presentation in St. Cloud in March. A discussion of
questions relating to the staging of pageants and the securing of funds
for Centennial observances followed. On the motion of the Honorable
Henry N. Benson of St. Peter, an appeal was sent to the legislature ask-
ing that county boards be authorized to appropriate funds for local Cen-
tennial celebrations.

The principal session of the society’s Centennial meeting opened with
a luncheon, for which some two hundred and fifty people gathered in the
Casino Room of the St. Paul Hotel. In the audience were members of
Gopher Historian groups from high schools in St. Cloud, St. Paul, South
St. Paul, and Minneapolis. Mr. Bergmann Richards, president of the so--
ciety, opened the program by welcoming and introducing the guests at the
head table. Among them were Miss Laura Furness, Mrs. Mathilde Rice
Elliott, and Mrs. George C. Rugg, descendants, respectively, of the society’s
first three presidents, Alexander Ramsey, Henry M. Rice, and Henry H.
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Sibley. Portraits of these pioneer leaders of the society were on display
during the meeting.

For some general remarks about the socicty and its program of ac-
tivity, Mr. Richards called upon its new director, Dr. Harold Dean
Cater, whose first annual meeting coincided with the organization’s one-
hundreth. After briefly reviewing the story of the society’s beginnings a
century ago, Dr. Cater remarked that the organization now must live up
to its mature years. To help it do this, he announced, a women’s organi-
zation has been founded. He told also of the objectives defined for the
society’s future, particularly as they relate to increasing its membership
and to stimulating popular interest in its work.

It was appropriate that the speaker chosen to deliver the annual ad-
dress should be Dr. Charles J. Turck, president of Macalester College,
for it was his predecessor, the Reverend Edward D. Neill, first president
of that St. Paul college, who addressed the society’s first annual gathering
on New Year’s Day, 1850. Taking as his subject “Minnesota One Hun-
dred Years Ago: Implications for Today,” Dr. Turck directed attention
to “three implications for our time as I see them in the history of 1849.”
They are, he said, “a frank recognition of the importance of economic
motives, an exaltation of the place of education, and a willingness to call
on government for aid in the doing of those things which require gov-
ernment direction and participation.” Enlarging particularly on his sec-
ond point, he recalled Neill's work on behalf of the “free common
schools” of Minnesota Territory, the embryonic state university, and the
academies from which colleges like Macalester emerged. In closing, Dr.
Turck called attention to what he considers the “one paramount con-
tribution that the pioneers of Minnesota made to the civilization of our
own time” —the “doctrine of equality without caste.”

About fifty people remained in the Casino Room for the society’s busi-
ness meeting, which was held after a brief recess. Concise reports by the
society’s treasurer, Mr. Julian B. Baird, by Dr. Rodney C. Loehr of the
society’s Forest Products History Foundation, and by Dr. Philip D. Jordan
of its public health project were followed by the reading of the director’s
more extensive and detailed report on the society’s activities in 1948.
Dr. Cater’s survey, which appears in full elsewhere in this issue, brought
the one-hundredth annual meeting to a close. To quote an editorial pub-
lished in the Sz. Paul Pioneer Press of January 7, the sessions provided
ample proof that the society “really comes into its own, this centennial
year of 1949.”
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News oF THE MINNEsOTA HisTORICAL SOCIETY

To increase interest in the society and to help further its work, a
women’s organization of the society has been created. Mrs. F. K.
Weyerhaeuser of St. Paul is chairman, and serving with her as co-
chairmen are Mrs. Gordon R. Kamman of St. Paul and Mrs. Arthur
C. White of Minneapolis. Although the group has outlined for the
future a broad and far-reaching program, touching many phases of
the society’s activities, it is inaugurating its activities in the society’s
museum. There, members of the new organization have already begun
to provide, install, arrange, and guard displays; to receive and welcome
visiting groups; and to arrange for the formal opening of special
exhibitions.

Readers will be interested to know that the cover design of Minnesota
History was included recently in a display of the work of members
of the Society of Artists and Art Directors of the Twin Cities. It was
offered as an example of the work of Frank Kofron, a distinguished
Minnesota typographer. The display was shown first at Dayton’s store
in Minneapolis on November 24, and it was on view at the Minne-
apolis School of Art from January 3 to 15.

To make them available to people engaged in planning Centennial
observances, the society has copied on microfilm parts of its files of the
five earliest St. Paul and St. Anthony weekly newspapers in its collec-
tions. They are the Minnesota Pioneer for the period from April 28,
1849, to April 27, 1854; the Minnesota Chronicle and Register for
August, 1849, to February, 1851; the Minnesota Democrat for Decem-
ber, 1850, to October, 1855; the Minnesotian for September, 1851, to
December, 1854; and the Sz. Anthony Express for May, 1851, to August,
1856. The first four papers listed were published in St. Paul. Positive
film prints of these pioneer Minnesota territorial newspapers may be
rented for a modest fee or purchased outright from the society. They
can be enlarged for reading purposes by the use of a special machine.

The society’s Forest Products History Foundation sponsored the pro-
gram presented before the fall meeting of the Upper Midwest History
Conference, which was held at the University of Minnesota on Novem-
ber 5. The director of the foundation, Dr. Rodney C. Lochr, presided,
and a former member of his staff, Miss Lucile Kane, who is now curator
of manuscripts for the society, read a paper on “Lake States Timber-
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lands.” Dr. Loehr is the author of an article in the Southern Lumberman
for December 15, in which he explains how the Foundation is “Pre-
serving the History of the Forest Products Industries.” Illustrating the
article are some excellent lumbering scenes, as well as a picture of
the Minnesota Historical Society’s building. An editorial in the same
issue calls attention to the fact that the foundation “has been quietly but
effectively pursuing its objectives for the past two years . . . under the
auspices of the Minnesota Historical Society, and financed through
the generosity of the Weyerhaeuser and Denkmann families.” The editor
calls for “an industry-wide recognition of the importance of the work
that this Foundation has done and the even greater work it can do in
the future.” That “it deserves the cooperation and the support of lum-
bermen in all parts of the country” is the editor’s opinion.

A two-volume edition of the Baron de Lahontan’s Nouveaux Voy-
ages published at The Hague in 1715 has been added to the saciety’s
extensive collection of books dealing with French exploration. Of La-
hontan’s work alone, the society now has eight editions in French, the
first of which was published in 1703, four in English, one in Dutch,
and one in [talian.

A dozen letters written by members of the Isaac Steere family from
1855 to 1863 while living in the Root River Valley of southern Minne-
sota have been presented by Mr. Walter H. McKinney, American consul
general at Winnipeg. Addressed to relatives in Michigan, many of the
letters were written by Mrs. Steere. With simple eloquence, this pioneer
woman described the everyday life of the frontier, telling of sickness,
storms, “hard times,” church, school, clothes, medicine, and the sight
of the Minnesota prairie in the setting sun.

Material about the career of Charles H. Berry as attorney general
of Minnesota Territory, a federal judge in Idaho Territory, and a lead-
ing member of the Democratic party in Minnesota up to the time of
his death in 1900 fills four scrapbooks presented by Mr. and Mss. J. R.
McConnon of Winona. Prepared by Miss Kate Louise Berry, the vol-
umes contain letters, pictures, and newspaper clippings. The earliest item
is a letter written from Winona in 1857. Of special interest are several
letters about Minnesota business and politics from Henry H. Sibley.

A trip from Fort Wayne, Indiana, to St. Paul by way of Chicago,
Janesville, Madison, and Prairie du Chien is described and detailed
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accounts of visits to Shakopee, Anoka, and St. Anthony are given by
John Cochrane in two letters written in 1857 from St. Paul, and recently
presented to the society by Mr. John C. Sweet of Minneapolis. The
gift includes two letters that Cochrane wrote in Quebec in 1833.

“These Summer Soldiers and sunshine Patriots hate me really,” wrote
General Willis A, Gorman of the First Minnesota Volunteer Infantry
to Lieutenant S. L. Hammon on December 29, 1861, “because I have
won for our gallant little State more glory and renown, than may be
useful to certain politicians in the future.” Gorman is only one of a
group of prominent Minnesotans represented in a notable collection
of Hammon’s Civil War letters recently copied for the society on micro-
film through the courtesy of Mrs. Peter S. Burghart of Excelsior. Other
correspondents who wrote to Hammon between November, 1861, and
May, 1863, include Stephen Miller, John B. Sanborn, C. B. Heffelfinger,
and Governor Alexander Ramsey.

A freighting business conducted at Moorhead from 1882 to 1884
by the firm of Alsop Brothers is the subject of ten letters received from
Mr. G. A. Van Nosdall of New York. They deal for the most part with
the business crises that confronted this Red River Valley firm in the
dull years of the early 1880’s. An interesting pictorial letterhead, show-
ing the waterfront at Moorhead, appears on most of the letters.

A portrait bust of the late Frank B. Kellogg is the gift of the
sculptor, Mr. Joseph A. Capecchi of St. Paul. Accompanying the bust,
which was made in 1932, is a small plaster plaque upon which Kellogg
wrote his signature.

A reed organ with a walnut case, made at Quincy, Illinois, by the
firm of Whitney and Holmes, has been presented by Mr. F. Herbert
Holmes of Minneapolis. The instrument belonged originally to the
donor’s father, James B. Holmes, a St. Paul pioneer of 1855. Since it
is typical of organs used in parlors of the 1870’s, the instrument is a
welcome addition to the society’s collection of early furniture.

ReapERs’ COMMENTS

Few articles published in this magazine have inspired so much fa-
vorable comment as Dean Blegen’s “Saga of Saga Hill,” in the Decem-
ber, 1948, issue. A number of those who read this nostalgic picture of
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a Lake Minnetonka summer colony at the turn of the century took
time to write to the author or the editor. Mrs. Lester J. (Aimee Huston)
Eck of Minneapolis added some entertaining memories of a later decade
in a letter addressed to Dean Blegen on December 31. Here it is, in
part:

As T opened my December issue of Minnesota History, my eye fell
upon “The Saga of Saga Hill,” bringing a flood of memories.

I did not realize that the history of the Hill went back so far. We
were “Johnny Come Latelys” to the spot, moving there in about 1920.
My father owned the little summer cottage third from the channel
which connects West Arm and Forest Lake. . . .

Many are the apples I have had from the trees your father planted,
and the maple tree you used to climb to avoid your mother’s call to
chores was also my refuge from my aunt, Mrs. Reynolds, then the
owner of your father’s property.

But for all we came late, we too had our memories of summers on
the hill. We commuted to Spring Park via the railroad, then caught the
launch operated by the Nelson brothers, Elwood and Paul, which like
the Toonerville Trolley, met all of the trains some of the time, and
some of the trains all of the ume. . . .

Directly across the lake from our cottage was an island. You doubt-
less know the history of its ownership, but to us it was always a dark
and exciting mystery. On the center of the island was an abandoned
house, very large, as I remember, and full of cobwebby furniture and
bats’ nests. We called it the haunted house, and used to row surrep-
titiously around the island, sometimes daring to stop and climb up to
peer in the broken windows. This was strictly off limits as far as our
parents were concerned, and so the excursions held added charm. .

Many other memories come crowding in as I write this, and if the
Book of Minnetonka is ever written perhaps some of them will find
their place in its pages.

In a letter of January 4, Mrs. Eck adds “other notes™:

The hail storm of 1922 or 1923, very local in character, which cov-
ered only the Saga Hill area, and left hail stones measuring thirteen
inches in circumference. We used them for ice in the ice box for days,
as did everyone else on the Hill.

The cyclone which struck Saga Hill and Forest Lake about those
same years, twisting the age-old oaks into grotesque shapes, and uproot-
ing many of the beautiful pines the early settlers had planted. I have
pictures of that event.

The nightly movies which were an event of the Hill. My father
was in the moving picture business, and used to run full reel features
and comedies (silent films, of course) outside our house every evening,
free to all Saga Hill residents, with refreshments following. Everyone
came.
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Wild strawberry time —tiny quarter-size green turtles in the chan-
nel, caught and sold for pets—the tipping over of all outhouses on
the Hill on Halloween, an annual event — the horse-drawn milk cart,
bringing milk directly from cow to you, without benefit of pasteuriza-
tion —the postman in his old jalopy, who read all the postcards, and
I think had X-ray eyes for the sealed letters too. At least he knew all
the answers.

Oh, memories of the Hill!

Another Saga Hill resident who wrote to Dean Blegen is Borghild
Dahl. From New York, she sent the following comment about his essay:

It is charming and it brought back many beautiful memories of my
childhood. Also it gave me considerable information. I always knew
that we were situated just on the outside fringe of Saga Hill — although
we claimed to belong—but I didn’t know the history. I would give a
good deal to be able to talk with my parents and yours in preparation
for the book I hope to write about the locale.

Perhaps I, too, am too close to give a good perspective. But one has to
write about what one knows. And certainly many of my most vivid
pictures date back to the period I spent there. . . .

Incidentally that was a nice plug you gave I Wanted o See in your
article. . .

The editor was particularly pleased to hear from Mr. O. J. Wold
of Ray, one of the “Monitors” who made the trip “From Minneapolis
to the Klondike in 1898” described by Carl L. Lokke in the December
number. In a letter of January 12, he recalled stopping at the Gunder-
son home with a companion “to pick up our share of clothing for the
trip,” and there meeting Gunderson’s daughter and her infant son,
Carl, “the same who wrote the story about the ‘Monitors’ for your
magazine.”

Of Mr. Lokke’s article, Dean Blegen wrote as follows on Decem-
ber 22:

The adventures of Lars Gunderson and the Klondike were new to

me, and as fascinating as new —an illustration of the potentialities in
the story of Minnesota people and influences moving out to the West.

Judge M. M. Joyce of the United States District Court in Minne-
apolis made the following general comment about the quarterly in a
letter dated February 11:

For a long time I have had it in mind to drop you a line telling

you how much I enjoy “Minnesota History.” To anyone who is at all
interested in the early history of the state and of the men who helped
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make it, this publication is of invaluable aid. I have enjoyed its stories
of the trappers, the expedition to the Klondike, and the various sagas
which from time to time have appeared in its pages. Likewise, I think
the book reviews are excellent; they deal with topics which are worth
while and are deserving of high praise. I admire also the format of the
publication. It is a concise and handy volume, and I hope that more
and more readers will, as I did, discover its excellence.

WHo’s WHo 1n THIs Issue

Sister Helen Angela Hurley has based upon letters in the archives
of St. Joseph’s Provincial House of St. Paul her article on “The Sis-
ters of St. Joseph and the Minnesota Frontier.” Since her narrative of
Catholic activity in the pre-statehood era includes lengthy extracts from
documentary sources, it has been published as one of this quarterly’s
series of “Territorial Daguerreotypes.” The author, who received a
doctor’s degree in sociology from the Catholic University of America
in 1938, has contributed to Acta ez Dicta and other publications. She
is at present engaged in special research for a book on the history of
the Sisters of St. Joseph in the Province of St. Paul.

In “Documentary Panorama,” Miss Bertha L. Heilbron, editor of the
society’s quarterly, tells the story of John Stevens and his gigantic pic-
torial records of the Sioux War. The writer began to gather information
on panoramas when she edited Henry Lewis’ journal, which was pub-
lished under the title Making @ Motion Picture in 1848 (1936). Her
interest in Stevens’ panoramas stems from the fact that the society owns
one of them. Incidentally, she knows of only three other surviving ex-
amples of these primitive movies.

Widely known for her writings in the field of social and economic
history is Dr. Alice Felt Tyler, associate professor of history in the
University of Minnesota. In 1943 she contributed to this quarterly an
article on “The Westward Movement as Reflected in Family Papers,”
and she has been represented frequently in the book review section.
Among her books is Freedom’s Ferment, published in 1944.

Dr. Harold Dean Cater publishes in the present issue his first report
as director of the society. Since he took over his new duties on August
1, his survey of the society’s progress in 1948 naturally emphasizes the
closing months of the year. Dr. Cater, who came to the society from
the historical division of the War Department special staff, is the author
of Henry Adams and His Friends (1947) and of numerous articles.
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The current book review section opens with an evaluation, by Dr. and
Mrs. Solon J. Buck, of the society’s most recent major publication — Mrs.
Berthel’s Horns of Thunder. Dr. Buck, a former superintendent of the
society, is now chief of the division of manuscripts in the Library of Con-
gress. Others who contribute book reviews to the present issue include
Professor James Gray of the department of English in the University of
Minnesota, who was until recently a literary critic for St. Paul and Chicago
newspapers; Dr. John T. Flanagan, professor of English in the University
of Illinois; Dr. William P. Randel, associate professor of English and direc-
tor of the program of American Studies in the University of Florida at Tal-
lahassee; Mrs. Sara Jones Tucker of Minneapolis, compiler for the Illinois
State Museum of an important volume of maps pertaining to Indian
Villages in the lllinois Country (1942); Professor Vernon Carstensen
of the history faculty in the University of Wisconsin; Dr. Paul M. Angle,
director of the Chicago Historical Society; Dr. Rodney C. Loehr, asso-
ciate professor of history in the University of Minnesota and director
of the society’s Forest Products History Foundation; and Professor
Theodore Saloutos of the department of history in the University of
California at Los Angeles.

The Minnesota Historical Society is endeavoring to double
its membership in this year of its Centennial. You can help
the society attain this goal by inviting your friends to join it.

MEMBERSHIP FORM

Please enroll me as a member of the MinNesora HistoricaL Sociery.
Enclosed is my remittance for membership in the class checked below.
This includes a year’s subscription to Minnesota History.

$ 3.00 for dues as an annual member.

$10.00 for dues as a sustaining member for one year.

$50.00 for dues as a life member.

Name

ADDRESS

Make checks payable to the Minnesota Historical Society, St. Paul 1.
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