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Orchestra, the Philharmonic Club and the Thursday Musical of Min-
neapolis, the Schubert Club of St. Paul, the Matinee Musicale of Duluth,
early Minnesota sheet music, and similar topics. All appeared orginally
in the 1948-49 programs of the Minneapolis Symphony Orchestra.

The St. Paul Public Schools have issued a Centennial manual entitled
Minnesota Today, Yesterday, Tomorrow (14 p.), which “presents sug-
gested centers of interest and activities as resource material, helpful to
teachers and pupils in planning study of and instruction in Minnesota
during one hundred years.” In it are outlined appropriate programs of
activity for the primary, intermediate, and upper grades, and for art,
home economics, and music classes. Listed, too, are dances and “Popular
Games and Sports of Pioneer Days and Today.” Helpful bibliographical
suggestions conclude the manual.

In commemoration of the Territorial Centennial, the Minnesota Federal
Savings and Loan Association has revised and reissued a booklet of
Minnesota Memoirs originally published in 1938 (32 p.). In it are pic-
tured, by means of cartoons, some interesting Minnesota personalities and
events. A running comment tells something about the founding and the
history of the association.

The Minnesota Historical Society’s curator of newspapers, Mr. Wil-
loughby M. Babcock, is the author of the leading article in the March
number of Minnesota Libraries — an informing discussion of “The Li-
brarian and the Minnesota Centennial.” He suggests some of the more
accessible and useful books and pamphlets, many of them issued by the
Minnesota Historical Society or its Centennial committee, with which Min-
nesota librarians should be familiar, and he illustrates the possible uses
to which manuscripts, newspapers, and pamphlets may be put. Mr.
Babcock prepared his paper for presentation before a meeting of the
reference section of the Minnesota Library Association held in the fall of

1948.

To commemorate “Minnesota’s 1ooth Birthday,” the March number
of Everybody’s Health presents a brief article telling about the state’s
progress in its fight against tuberculosis during the past century. Figur-
ing in the narrative are such Minnesota medical leaders as Dr. Charles
N. Hewitt and Dr. H. Longstreet Taylor. The role of George C. Chris-
tian in inaugurating and promoting the state’s Christmas Seal campaigns
also is given emphasis.
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A Centennial loan exhibition of paintings, water colors, and drawings
reflecting Minnesota in art during more than two centuries opened at the
Minneapolis Institute of Arts on the evening of March 15 with a program
of old-time songs, a style show depicting fashions through ten decades of
Minnesota’s history, and a reception for members and invited guests.
Included in the “Historic Minnesota” display were pictures by such im-
portant artists of the Minnesota frontier as George Catlin, Seth Eastman,
Henry Lewis, Eastman Johnson, Peter Rindisbacher, John Mix Stanley,
Frank B. Mayer, and Edwin Whitefield. They were drawn from the
holdings of private collectors as well as from the Smithsonian Institution,
the Detroit Institute of Arts, Goucher College in Baltimore, and other col-
lections. About half of the sixty-five pictures displayed were from the
collection of the Minnesota Historical Society. From the society, too, came
the most spectacular feature of the show-—a panorama of the Sioux
War of 1862 by John Stevens. This primitive moving picture was un-
rolled on an average of three times each week during the course of the
exhibition, which continued until May 22. The institute devoted its
illustrated Bulletin for March 5 to the Centennial exhibition, and it
published a check list of the pictures included. Another Centennial art
show, composed of the work of “Modern Painters in Minnesota” during
the past two decades, opened at the Walker Art Center in Minneapolis
on April 3. It will be on view through July 30.

The Centennial theme was stressed by the Minnesota Museum of
Natural History in a series of five lectures presented on Sunday after-
noons during January. Mr. Harold Searls, Centennial pageant director,
opened the series on January 2 with an illustrated survey of “Minnesota
Indians, Past and Present.” On January 9, Dr. Grace Lee Nute, research
associate on the staff of the Minnesota Historical Society, discussed the
exploration of the Minnesota canoe country. “The Story of Minnesota
Forestry” was outlined on January 16 by Dr. Frank Kaufert of the
University of Minnesota division of forestry; and Dr. George M.
Schwartz of the Minnesota Geological Survey discussed Minnesota’s iron
resources on January 23. “Our Wild Life Through a Century of Settle-
ment” was the subject of the closing lecture, which was given on January
30 by the director of the Museum of Natural History, Dr. W, J. Brecken-
ridge. The first installment of an article based upon the latter lecture
appears elsewhere in this issue,
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A series of thirteen radio dramatizations, broadcast under the general
title “Tales of Minnesota,” is the contribution to the Centennial observ-
ance of KUOM, the University of Minnesota radio station. The initial
program, which reenacted the career of David Thompson, “The Star
Man,” was broadcast on March 26. It has been followed by weekly
programs at 5:30 P.M. on Saturdays. Eighteen other Minnesota stations
and one in South Dakota have arranged to carry the program by tran-
scription. “News of Yesteryear” is the title of another Centennial radio
series broadcast over KROC of Rochester on Sundays at 1:00 p.M. It is
sponsored by the Union National Bank of Rochester, and material for the
script has been obtained largely from the Olmsted County Historical
Society.

Many phases of Minnesota history were considered by scholars who
participated in a three-day institute on the subject held in observance of
the Centennial at the College of St. Catherine from March 28 to 30.
Among those contributing to the various sessions were Dr. Harold Dean
Cater of the Minnesota Historical Society, who opened with a general
survey of Centennial plans; Mother Eucharista, who discussed Catholic
education in Minnesota; Professor Donald R. Torbert of the University
of Minnesota, who spoke on Midwest architecture; Professor A. C. Krey,
who reviewed Benedictine contributions to the state’s development; the
Right Reverend James M. Reardon, who took as his subject “Pioneer
Log Cabins in Minnesota”; and Dean Theodore C. Blegen, who surveyed
the entire sweep of Northwest history from the period of the explorers
to modern times.

The Minnesota Territorial Centennial was the theme of a program
presented before a rural teachers’ institute held in Rochester on January
21 and 22. Five Olmsted County teachers participated by sketching the
local historical backgrounds of Rochester, the townships of High Forest,
Oronoco, and Marion, and the Bamber Valley area. Centennial materials
available to teachers were described by Miss Fern Kennedy of the state
department of education.

The selection and coronation on February 13 in the St. Paul Audi-
torium of the Minnesota Territorial Centennial queen was an event of
the St. Paul Winter Carnival. Miss Mary Durey, who was honored on
that occasion, has continued to represent the Centennial at various cele-
brations, pageants, and conventions.
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Plans for participation in the Centennial celebration were discussed
by members of the American Yugoslav Association meeting at Gilbert
on February 13. Among the objectives proposed was the preparation of
a historical study of Slavic contributions to Minnesota culture in the
course of the past century.

A Centennial display of pictures, objects, and manuscripts of local
historical interest was arranged in the Village Hall at Pine City from
February 26 to March 5. Co-operating in assembling the material were
the Pine County Historical Society, the Wednesday Study Club, and the
local Commercial Club.

News oF THE MiNNEsoTA HistoricaL Sociery

The society is conducting a contest looking toward the doubling of
its membership before this earliest Minnesota organization celebrates its
one-hundredth birthday on Octaber 20. If the society is to attain this goal,
it must enroll twenty-five hundred new members in the next few months.
Present members have an opportunity to help by entering a contest which
has been planned especially for them. The member who enrolls the largest
number of new members before the contest closes on October 10 will
receive two tickets for the society’s Centennial birthday banquet on Oc-
tober 20 in Coffman Memorial Union on the university campus. Further-
more, the first prize winner (provided he lives within the borders of the
state) will be furnished with transportation to and from the banquet,
and if he needs a baby sitter, one will be provided. Members have a chance
to compete for nine additional prizes. The winner of the second prize
will receive two banquet tickets; the individual who comes in third will
be given a set of Centennial publications; and each of the next seven con-
testants will be privileged to choose any one book published by the
society. All prize winners will be seated near the main speaker at the Cen-
tenial banquet, and they will be introduced to the audience as the contest
winners. To simplify the problem of inviting people to join the so-
ciety, a membership blank is printed on the inside back cover of this
issue. Cut it out, write your name in the margin, and hand it to someone
who will enjoy the privileges of membership in the Minnesota Historical
Society. Invite him to send it to the society with his check. The society
will be glad to send you additional membership blanks. Help your state
historical society double its membership in 1949,
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During the summer months — June, July, and August—all depart-
ments of the society except the museum will be closed on Saturdays and
Sundays. The museum will be open as usual from 8:30 a.M. to 5:00 P.M.
on Saturdays and from 2:00 p.M. to 5:00 P.M. on Sundays. It will, how-
ever, be closed on Mondays.

The index for volume 29 of Minnesota History has been completed
and is now ready for distribution. It is available free of charge to all
members of the society and subscribers to its publications.

Members of the Dome Club were entertained in the society’s museum
at a Valentine tea on February 14. The active section of the Schubert
Club, a St. Paul musical organization, provided an interesting program
of old-time songs and piano compositions as a feature of the entertain-
ment.

The contents of thirty-one large packing cases that arrived in St.
Paul on February 14 in the French Merci car were promptly arranged
for display in the society’s museum, where they were on view during the
spring months. The car was one of forty-nine “40 et 8” boxcars filled
with gifts sent to the United States by the people of France as a token
of gratitude for the American Friendship Train, which carried food to
France in 1947. To Minnesota the French car brought hundreds of pack-
ages containing paintings, engravings, prints, books, posters, china, glass,
fine fabrics, lace, dolls, toys, lamps, and scores of other items. Part of the
collection will be on view in the Historical Building throughout the
summer. The collection will then be removed to the State Fair for dis-
play. Thereafter a committee, of which Mr. Jarle Leirfallom, director of
the Minnesota division of social welfare, is chairman, will distribute
the material to various museums and institutions throughout Minnesota.

Since January 1, the art gallery in the society’s museum has been the
scene of three Centennial exhibits. The first, a collection of Minnesota
portraits important chiefly as works of art, remained on display until
mid-March. A one-man show, honoring the memory of the late Charles
L. Bartholomew of Minneapolis, was installed on March 16. It consisted
of original drawings by the Minnesota cartoonist who for more than half
a century was popularly known as “Bart.” Thirty original water colors
of Minnesota Indians and scenes by Frank B. Mayer and a group of
lithographs of Minnesota cities and villages have been on display since
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May 19. The Mayer pictures have been loaned to the society by Goucher
College, Baltimore.

Kodachrome slides in full color of John Stevens’ panorama of the
Sioux War are now available. They were made for the society through
the courtesy of Dr. A. H. Sanford, president of the Olmsted County
Historical Society, who also made a set for his organization. The state
society’s set may be borrowed by clubs, local historical societies, and
other organizations for local showings. With the set is a typewritten
copy of the original script explaining the panorama. A %50-Watt air-
cooled projector is required for a satisfactory showing of the slides.

Under the title Documentary Panorama: John Stevens and His Sioux
War Pictures, the Folk Arts Foundation of America has issued a reprint
of the article by Bertha L. Heilbron which appeared in the March issue
of this magazine. Copies of the booklet may be purchased for twenty-five
cents from the foundation, of which Carlton C. Qualey, Carleton College,
Northfield, is president, or from the Minnesota Historical Society.

Members of the staff of the society’s Forest Products History Founda-
tion were responsible for an entire session of the Mississippi Valley His-
torical Association’s forty-second annual meeting, which was held in
Madison, Wisconsin, from April 14 to 16. Included in the foundation’s
program, on the morning of April 16, were papers on ‘“Transportation
Problems in Logging” by William G. Rector, on “The Introduction of
the Band Saw Mill” by Rodney C. Loehr, on “Logs for Saginaw” by
Robert C. Johnson, and on “The War of the Substitutes” by Paul F.
Sharp. Representing the society at the meeting also were its director, Dr.
Harold Dean Cater; three members of its executive council, Dean
Theodore C. Blegen and Professor August C. Krey of the University of
Minnesota, and Dr. Guy Stanton Ford of Washington, D. C.; and four
staff members, Mary W. Berthel, Bertha L. Heilbron, Lucile Kane, and
Dr. Grace Lee Nute, Present, too, were Dr. Solon J. Buck of Washington,
D. C,, and Dr. Lewis Beeson of Lansing, Michigan, former superin-
tendents of the society.

To the delight of readers and staff alike, Miss Lois Fawcett returned
to her post as reference librarian on March 14. Miss Fawecett resigned on
September 15 to accept an appointment as head of the reference depart-
ment in the St. Paul Public Library. All users of the society’s vast re-
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search facilities are happy to welcome her back to her accustomed place in
the society’s library reading room.

As the Minnesota Historical Society’s curator of manuscripts, writes
Sally Luther in the Minneapolis Sunday Tribune for March 20, Miss
Lucile Kane “helps preserve state history by collecting and cataloging
letters, diaries, business records, and reminiscent accounts by early Min-
nesotans. She also gives guidance to novelists like James Gray (St. Paul)
and C. A. Wilhelm Moberg (Stockholm, Sweden), who occasionally turn
up in the quiet, shelf-lined manuscript library of the historical society.”
Miss Kane’s special interests as well as her activities on behalf of the
society are revealed in this lively sketch.

A four-page parchment document recording one of Minnesota’s most
widely known and discussed real-estate transactions — the deed of Janu-
ary 4, 1871, by which were conveyed to Franklin Steele more than six
thousand acres of the Fort Snelling Military Reservation — has been
received from Steele’s granddaughter, Mrs. Edmund S. Brown of Rad-
nor, Pennsylvania. This important addition to the Minnesota Historical
Society’s collection of Steele Papers was made possible through the gen-
erous assistance of Mr. Welles Eastman of Wayzata. Steele originally
purchased the Fort Snelling Reservation in 1857. The price was $90,000
and Steele agreed to make a down payment of $30,000 and to pay the
remaining sum in two equal annual installments, but he could not make
the second payment, and title remained with the government. In 1861,
however, when the government took over the reservation for the use of
Civil War troops, it agreed to pay Steele two thousands dollars a month
in rentals. Under the terms of the final settlement, the accumulated
rentals absorbed Steele’s back payments, and he received title to the
reserve from the government under the terms of the 187x deed. There, in
bold script covering three entire pages, the secretary of war, William W.
Belknap, declares that Steele has been granted title to the major portion
of the reservation.

Miss Eleanor Mitchell of St. Paul has presented a manuscript book
recording subscriptions to Jane Grey Swisshelm’s Sz. Cloud Democrat.
Undated, with the exception of the note “transcribed in 1861,” the list
was evidently kept by different members of Mrs. Swisshelm’s staff.

The register used from 1886 to 1878 by a Mantorville hotel, the
Hubbell House, has been received from the present owner, Mr. Paul J.
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Pappas. The hotel, which was built in 1854 on what was then a much-
traveled route through southern Minnesota, attracted many prominent
visitors. Among the names recorded in the register, for example, are
those of Bishop Henry Whipple and Governor Alexander Ramsey.
Splashed across the pages also are advertisements of theatrical troupes
and the signatures of their members. Included are the Hutchinson
singers and “Ben Bishop’s Sensation Troupe.”

Jay Cooke’s autobiography is among the items from his papers, in
the Baker Library of Harvard University, that have been copied for the
society on microfilm. Copied also were letters for the period after 1874
relating to Cooke’s lands in the Red River Valley and farther west. The
items reproduced were selected by Miss Lucile Kane, the society’s
curator of manuscripts, while engaged in a field trip in January.

To the society’s genealogical collection, the Past Officers’ Club of the
Minnesota Daughters of the American Revolution has added Calvin L.
Farrar’s Some American Farrars (Oakland, California, 1948). The gift
takes the form of a memorial to the late Mrs. Mary McKenney, who was
a member not only of the DAR, but of the society’s library staff.

READERS’ COMMENTS

Mrs. Francis H. (Lilian Lamprey) Murray, in a letter of April 4,
adds an interesting personal note to the study of “The Sisters of St.
Joseph and the Minnesota Frontier” which Sister Helen Angela Hurley
contributed to the March issue of this magazine. Mrs. Murray relates:

My mother’s ancestors lived in St. Louis. In 1836 three nuns from
Lyons, France, went there and opened the first school that village ever
had, and my grandmother, Marie Rose Turpin, was their first pupil.
She was the daughter of Mrs. Amable Turpin (mentioned on p. 7), who
welcomed the nuns on their arrival in St. Paul, Nov., 1850. Marie Rose
Turpin was the wife of Louis Robert, St. Paul pioneer, and her parents
followed her to St. Paul. . . .

The editor is grateful to Mr. John R. Miner of Rochester for sending
her the address of Mrs. Lester (Vesta Horton) Moe. After reading
“Documentary Panorama” in the March number of Minnesoza History,
he recalled Mrs. Moe’s remark “that her grandfather used to exhibit one
of Stevens’ panoramas.” By following the clue contained in Mr. Miner’s
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letter of April 22, the editor has been able to fill in most of the gaps in
the story of John Stevens and his Sioux War panoramas.

A letter to Mrs. Moe brought a response in which she relates that
“Henry Horton was my grandfather, and my father, George E. Horton,
is still living on a farm in Olmsted County. He has told me many times
about the panorama and he owns a portrait of his father painted by Mr.
Stevens.” Further interesting details came in a letter of May 8 written
after Mrs. Moe talked with her father. Here is Mr. Horton’s story as told
by his daughter:

Henry Horton traveled with the Stevens panorama furnishing the
music by playing the violin. He then bought the panorama and traveled
with it in Minnesota, Wisconsin, and Iowa showing it in schoolhouses
and town halls and giving a dance afterward. Dad says his father had
the show before he was born and that he saw it twice when he was ten
or twelve years old and that was about fifty-five years ago. He still re-
members one of the songs his father taught him that went with the
show. The title of it is “Bonnie Wee Window.” . . . It is a rather
humorous romantic ballad.

The panorama then went to my father’s half-brother, William Hor-
ton, who lived in Winona. He in turn sold it to a Negro troupe in that
same town, Mr. [Burt W.] Eaton told Dad of his interest in locating the
panorama. Dad told him the story and Mr. Eaton found it in Winona.
. . . Dad says he knows of three panoramas that Stevens painted. One

went to Europe, one to the east of the U. S., and one you have in St.
Paul.

Wuo's WHo 1N THis IssuE

Mr. Holman Hamilton of Fort Wayne, Indiana, whose Centennial
article on “Zachary Taylor and Minnesota” has the leading place in this
issue, is a graduate of Williams College, a former Guggenheim Fellow,
and an experienced newspaperman. His definitive study of Zachary
Taylor: Soldier of the Republic was published in 1941, and he is now
engaged in writing 2 second work on “Old Rough and Ready.” The
latter will deal largely with Taylor’s election to the presidency and his
brief administration, which coincided so closely with Minnesota’s or-
ganization as a territory. The present article may be looked upon as a
by-product of Mr. Hamilton’s detailed examination of the manuscript
sources relating to Taylor’s career.

Dr. Philip D. Jordan, who contributes to the series of “Territorial
Daguerreotypes” an artist-author’s sketch of the Lake Minnetonka area
in the 1850’s, is professor of history in the University of Minnesota. He
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is widely known for his books on western social history. Among them
are Singin’ Yankees (1946) and The National Road (1948). He has
recently completed, for publication in book form by the Minnesota His-
torical Society, a comprehensive history of public health in Minnesota;
and he has contributed numerous articles and book reviews to this
quarterly.

A poetical version of the founding of Fort Beauharnois is contributed
to this issue by Miss Nell Mabey of Frontenac. A member of the League
of Minnesota Poets, she is represented in its anthology, Minnesota Skyline
(1944), by a poem on “Lake Pepin.” A book of her verse, Clover Blooms,
appeared in 1938.

An authority on Minnesota’s wild-life resources is Dr. W. J. Brecken-
ridge, director of the Minnesota Museum of Natural History on the
campus of the University of Minnesota. He is the author of an important
book on Reptiles and Amphibians of Minnesota (1944), as well as of
numerous articles about birds and animals of the North Star State.

Although his background is closely identified with Minnesota and
he is a graduate of the University of Minnesota, Mr. Lester N. Reckten-
wald now resides in New York, where he is engaged as a counseling
psychologist and a writer. He is the author of Has! Tomorrow (Boston,
1944), and he has contributed articles to several journals of education
and psychology. His present article is drawn from a longer narrative
dealing with the experiences of his parents and grandparents on the
Minnesota frontier.

As varied in their professional activities as the subjects of the books
they write about are the men and women represented by book reviews
in this issue. They include Margaret Culkin Banning, popular Duluth
author; Frank P. Donovan, special representative of the Minneapolis
and St. Louis Railway Company; Dr. James Eckman of the Mayo
Clinic’s section on publications; Professor George B. Engberg of the
history faculty in the University of Cincinnati; Lois M. Fawecett, refer-
ence librarian on the society’s staff; Norman A. Geske, curator of the
Walker Art Center in Minneapolis; Bertha L. Heilbron, editor of this
magazine; Professor Werner Levi of the department of political science
in the University of Minnesota; Margaret Snyder of the University of
Virginia extension division; and Roy Swanson, librarian of the Sz. Paul
Dispatch-Pioneer Press.
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