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material brought by ox cart from Le Sueur. Also on display is one of
the ox yokes used by traders who transported the material.

Most of the museum space, however, is devoted to objects left behind
by the Sioux and perhaps by earlier inhabitants of the region when they
moved out of southwestern Minnesota. In the scenic triangle of land be-
tween the Yellow Medicine and Minnesota rivers to the south of Granite
Falls, old Indian camp sites and burial mounds are found in abundance.
There have been discovered many of the objects with which the museum
display cases are filled —arrowheads and spearheads, pottery, stone and
iron implements, rusted rifle barrels, and similar articles. Included also
are feather headdresses, moccasins, clothing, decorated hides, medicine
bags, peace pipes, and beadwork preserved by the descendants of the
once powerful Sioux.

The Yellow Medicine County Historical Society has provided labels
for many of the articles on display, giving as much of their history as
possible and the names of the donors. The story of many articles, how-
ever, is left to the imagination of the visitor. Because the museum is
located in Memorial Park, it can be kept open only from April to No-
vember, since the park is closed during the winter months.

James L. PurnaMm

CeENTENNIAL NEWs

Portions of Governor Ramsey’s address to the first territorial legisla-
ture, delivered on September 4, 1849, were read as part of a “Legislative
Day Commemorative Centennial Ceremony” held at the Minnesota State
Fair on September 2. Minnesota’s first territorial governor was imper-
sonated by Harold W. Searls, Jr. The program, which was arranged for
Minnesota state legislators, officers, and their guests, included introduc-
tory remarks by Mr. Bergmann Richards, president of the Minnesota
Historical Society, and a response by Governor Youngdahl.

The Library of Congress Minnesota Centennial exhibit, consisting
of seventy-eight pictures, is now circulating in Minnesota. Arrangements
have been made for its display in more than twenty communities be-
tween September 1, 1949, and February 1, 1950.

October o was designated as “Centennial Sunday” by Governor
Youngdah! in a proclamation urging “churches and synagogues to hold
special services on that day as an expression of gratitude for our religious
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heritage and to join in rededication to the spiritual ideals needed to meet
the many challenges of a new century of Minnesota life.” The Governor’s
proclamation emphasized the fact that “no one can look back on the
frontier days without gaining an appreciation of the emphasis which our
forefathers placed upon spiritual values.”

More than thirty thousand people saw the final performance of the
Centennial pageant, “Minnesota Hail to Thee,” staged at Lake Bronson
State Park near Hallock on August 28. The vast audience included
people not only from the counties of northwestern Minnesota, but from
North Dakota and from Canada.

With a series of programs arranged in Como Park, St. Paul, on
August 21, a Finnish Pioneer Day celebration, which attracted some six
thousand people, was marked in connection with the Minnesota Cen-
tennial. A permanent reminder of the event is a Memorial Program,
edited by Tom Hiltunen and published by the Minnesota Finnish-
American Historical Society (48 p.). Featured in the booklet is an
article on “The Finns of Minnesota” by John I. Kolehmainen, which
has been adapted from the same writer’s account of “The Finnish
Pioneers of Minnesota” in the issue of this magazine for December,
1944. Incidentally, Dr. Kolehmainen participated in the program of
August 21, contributing an address on “Minnesota’s Finnish Pioneers.”
Included in the printed program also are articles on “Finnish Institu-
tions in Minnesota,” such as the Midsummer Day commemoration, the
sauna or steam bath, the winter festival of laskiainen, and the halls in
which Finnish Americans hold meetings and social gatherings; an illus-
trated account of Juho Rissanen’s painting of a Finnish pioneer farm,
now owned by the Minnesota Historical Society; and a review by
Matthew Lahti of the “Activities of the Minnesota Finnish-American
Historical Society.” In honor of the Finnish celebration a special exhibit,
illustrative of Finnish pioneer home life, was installed in the log cabin
in the museum of the Minnesota Historical Society.

That there is a need for a historian who will “delve into the archives
and come up with a comprehensive history of the Jews of Minnesota”
is the “Centennial Thought” expressed editorially in the American
Jewish World of Minneapolis for September 23. “There is no better time
for a start than now—when we are observing the Minnesota Cen-
tennial,” to begin such a history, the editorial points out. Some informa-



1949 CENTENNIAL NEWS 405

tion about Julius Austrian, who was engaged in the Minnesota fur
trade of pre-territorial days, is included in the editorial.

To call attention to “The Minnesota Centennial —Its Medical His-
tory,” Minnesota Medicine publishes in its August issue an article on
the subject by Dr. E. M. Hammes. Among the topics the writer selects
for development are the origins of the Minnesota State Medical Associa-
tion, the role of “women physicians” in Minnesota’s medical history, and
“Licensing Physicians” in Minnesota. Individual physicians who are
selected for special mention include Dr. Perry H. Millard, Dr. Charles
N. Hewitt, Dr. Martha G. Ripley, Dr. Arthur J. Gillette, and a number
of general practitioners. The building of the first St. Paul hospital by
the Sisters of St. Joseph and the utilization of an emigrant home at
Brainerd as the “first industrial hospital” in the state are mentioned.

Threshing is described as “one of the first co-operative efforts in the
Minnesota scene” by Mrs. Conrad Swanson, whose account of “Thresh-
ing Days” of the 1890’s is featured in the Centennial issue of the Mid-
land Co-operator. Published on August 17, the number includes accounts
of many types of co-operative beginnings in the state. Co-operative eleva-
tors, livestock associations, creameries, insurance companies, food stores,
medica! care, and public utilities are among the subjects considered.

A community Centennial celebration held at Alden in Freeborn
County on July 3 and 4 was given permanent significance by the publi-
cation of a substantial booklet, The Forty-Niner (106 p.). It features not
only the history of Alden, but the records, the pioneers, and the indus-
tries of the neighboring village of Conger and of the townships of
Alden, Carlston, Mansfield, and Pickerel Lake.

A contribution of primary importance to the Minnesota Territorial
Centennial commemoration is the Centennial edition of the Minneapolis
Tribune, issued on Sunday, August 28. A glance at the table of con-
tents, featured on the first page of the general news section, reveals
that the issue contains a wealth of information about Minnesota’s past
as well as its present. Of five special Centennial sections, for example,
the first is devoted to “The Minnesota Story” as told by “16 representa-
tive Minnesota authors who have written about significant parts of
Minnesota life.” The selections from their writings here reprinted were
chosen by Dr. Philip D. Jordan, professor of history in the University
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of Minnesota. Among the writers quoted are two members of the Min-
nesota Historical Society’s staff, Mary W. Berthel and Grace Lee Nute;
a member of its executive council, Theodore C. Blegen; and the author
of its most recent book publication, Merrill E. Jarchow. Among the
articles in the second section, “The First 100 Years,” is a condensed ver-
sion of Holman Hamilton’s study of “Zachary Taylor and Minnesota,”
published in the June, 1949, issue of this magazine. “How We Make Our
Living” is explained in the third section, which contains reviews of such
topics as railroads, river traffic, airlines, iron mining, the fur trade, mill-
ing, lumbering, livestock, and farming. Education, the state fair, mission-
aries, doctors, and nationality groups figure in section four, which is
devoted to “The People.” Featured on its first page is a monumental
map indicating in color the “major nationality backgrounds in each area”
of the state. It was prepared under the direction of Professor Douglas
Marshall of the University of Minnesota. Supplementing and explaining
the map is an article, by Jean James, on “Minnesota: A Blend of New
and Old Worlds.” The fifth section, which is devoted to “Minneapolis
Memories,” gives prominence to Ruth Thompson’s “History of Minne-
apolis.” Mention should be made of Oz Black’s “Minnesota Panorama,”
a cartoon history of Minnesota, which appears in strips scattered
through two sections. The “Feature-News” section of the issue includes
special Centennial columns by Cedric Adams, George Grim, Carroll
Binder, John K. Sherman, and Arthur Upgren; the story of “How
Music Grew in Minneapolis” by Norman Houk; and a survey entitled
“Minnesota Frontier Panorama Recorded by Pioneer Artists” contributed
by Bertha L. Heilbron. Football, baseball, and boxing receive historical
consideration in the sports section; and the women’s section gives gen-
erous space to Jane Grey Swisshelm, the Sibley House, women’s clubs,
and “A Century of Minnesota Fashions.” No review of this Centennial
issue would be complete without some mention of two handsome
“coloroto” sections. In one are reproduced four of Seth Eastman’s Min-
nesota water colors from the collection of the Hill Reference Library
in St. Paul, as well as two water colors by Frank B. Mayer. The latter,
which are owned by Goucher College, Baltimore, were displayed re-
cently by the Minnesota Historical Society. The society’s picture of the
treaty of Traverse des Sioux, also by Mayer, is reproduced in black and
white in the same section, and it contains some excellent views of Min-
nesota forts. An informing historical map of Minnesota in full color is
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featured in the second pictorial section. Much of the material in this
carefully arranged edition has permanent value, and it will long be found
useful by students and others in search of information about Minnesota’s
first century.

The story of Peter Gideon, who “Had Faith in Apples,” is featured
in the Centennial edition of the Minnetonka Record, published on Sep-
tember 15. From earlier issues of the paper are reprinted narratives
reminiscent of pioneer days in the Excelsior area by Robert McGrath
and in the Wayzata vicinity by Warren Wakefield. Schools and business
enterprises at Excelsior are the subjects of other narratives in the edition.

“Minnesota’s Last Frontier: A History of the Border Country,
1870-1949” is the title of a supplement, published “in observance of the
Minnesota Centennial” by the International Falls Daily Journal of
August 25. The development of Koochiching County government, the
part played by the paper and lumber industries in the growth of Inter-
national Falls, Alexander Baker, the “first settler at Koochiching,” early
Fort Frances, transportation problems of the pioneers, and a pictorial
“North Country Album” are among the many interesting items included.

“The Development of Lake County” is reviewed by Edward Greve,
a former curator of the museum of the St. Louis County Historical
Society, in the Centennial edition of the Two Harbors Chronicle and
Times, published on August 25. Mr. Greve gives a thoroughly anno-
tated account of the development of the county under such headings as
“Geology of the Region,” “Ore,” “Boundaries,” “Lumbering,” “Immi-
gration,” “Gold Craze,” and “Railroads.” Among other interesting ar-
ticles in this edition are an entertaining personal account of early
lumbering in the region by Edward J. Galarneau of Two Harbors, the
“Story of Beaver Bay” by Rosemary Rudstrom, and “The History of
Kanife River” by William Flygare.

A sixty-four page “Lyon County Historical Magazine” was issued as
a section of the Marshall Messenger of July 12 “in recognition of the
Centennial pageant on July 16 and 17 at Camden State Park.” The
section is dedicated “to the pioneers of all counties— of all Minnesota
— who have given us our rich heritage.” The subject matter, however,
is limited to Lyon County, and many interesting items concerning the
region’s early history are recounted.
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A four-day celebration, from July 1 to 4, was staged at Fairmont to
mark the Minnesota Territorial Centennial in Martin County. A feature
of the program was a spectacular pageant, the “Martin County Cen-
torama,” consisting of twenty-one episodes and employing a cast of
some eight hundred people. A printed program issued for the event
reflects the important role played by the Martin County Historical
Society in arranging this county Centennial celebration. The pageant
was staged under its auspices; its president, Mrs. J. A. Nightingale, con-
tributed a “Brief Review of Martin County History”; and a past presi-
dent, Judge Julius E. Haycraft, provided a survey of post offices in the
county. Centennial celebrations were held in nine Martin County com-
munities in addition to Fairmont, according to the program. Motion
pictures made during the course of the Centennial celebration were
shown at a meeting of the county historical society at Fairmont on
August 28. More than five hundred people were present. One copy of
the film will be presented to the Minnesota Historical Society, and a
second will be kept in Fairmont for the free use of interested groups.

Incidents in the history of Murray County were re-enacted in a Cen-
tennial pageant presented at Fulda on July 22 and 23, and at Slayton on
August 20 in connection with the county fair. The pageant, which con-
sisted of four episodes, was planned and sponsored by civic organizations
of Murray County.

A Centennial pageant entitled “Minnesota Marches On” was pre-
sented at the Norman County Fair in Ada on June 21 and 25. In eleven
episodes, beginning with the Indian and ending with a scene entitled
“Minnesota for Peace,” the pageant depicted a hundred years of Min-
nesota history, with special emphasis on early days in Norman County.

A pageant reviewing “100 Years of Progress” was a feature of the
Centennial Rice County Fair held at Faribault from August 11 to 14.
More than seven hundred and fifty residents of the county participated
in the spectacle, which pictured the history of the area in fourteen epi-
sodes. County history is exploited, too, in the Centennial edition of the
Faribault Daily News, published on August g. Five substantal sections
are devoted to such items as a county chronology, historical reviews of
the churches and schools that contributed so much to the development
and growth of both Northfield and Faribault, a biography of Alexander
Faribault, and sketches of the county’s villages and townships.
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A Centennial pageant picturing the backgrounds of ‘“Minnesota’s
Mighty Mesabi” was the feature of a four-day festival held at Virginia
from July 14 to 17. With a cast of more than two hundred, it depicted
in fourteen episodes the founding and development of Virginia and the
settlement of the surrounding area. Governor Luther Youngdahl was
the guest of honor at a banquet held on July 15 to honor living pioneers
of the region. The celebration also included parades, historic displays in
shop windows, an air show, and water sports. In connection with the
festival, the issue of Range Facts published at Virginia on July 14
recalled through pictures and articles some of the pertinent incidents
in the history of the Mesabi Range country. The issue contains accounts
of Virginia’s disastrous fires of 1893 and 1900, of the discovery of Min-
nesota’s three iron ranges, and of the platting of Virginia. A booklet
entitled The Virginia Story, issued to commemorate the occasion, con-
tains a complete program of the celebration as well as brief articles of
interest about the city’s past and present.

Mrs. Helen Hujanen is the author of a “History of Tower-Soudan,
‘Cradle of the Iron Industry,’” which appears in the Centennial edition
of the Tower News, issued on August 19. The Minnesota Territorial
Centennial was marked at Tower on August 20 and 21 with a celebra-
tion commemorating the beginnings of the Minnesota iron mining

industry.

The progress of Waseca County since territorial days was the theme
of a Centennial pageant, written by R. E. Hodgson, and sponsored by
the Waseca County Historical Society. It was presented at the county
fair from August 4 to 7.

That “Winona was born and bred through the nourishment of the
Mississippi” is emphasized in an editorial appearing in the Centennial
edition of the Winona Republican-Herald, published on July 12. Thus
it was appropriate that Winona should mark the Minnesota anniversary
with a “Steamboat Centennial Celebration” from July 14 to 17. The
Republican-Herald gives a good share of attention to steamboating and
the river, as well as to such subjects as lumbering, education, pioneer
settlers, and early mansions and other houses. “Century-Old Costumes
Found in Winona Attics” are described in one article, and another tells
of the claims staked on Wabasha Prairie, the site of the future city. The
edition is notable for its excellent illustrations.
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News oF THE MINNEsoTA HisTORICAL SOCIETY

To a large extent the society’s activities during the late summer and
early autumn months centered about plans for its Centennial birthday
celebration on October 20. The events of that day are described in detail
in a special section of this issue. A few additional activities are reported
in the present section.

A luncheon in the main ballroom of the St. Paul Hotel will be the
feature of the society’s one-hundred-and-first annual meeting, which will
be held on January g, 1g50. The principal speaker will be Dr. Louis C.
Jones, director of the New York State Historical Association at Coopers-
town. Drawing upon his organization’s experience in establishing and
promoting its remarkable Farmers’ Museum, as well as in assembling
the tools, utensils, and folk collections on view there, he will point out
the possibilities for and advantages of a similar project in Minnesota.
Preceding the luncheon, at 9:30 a.M., representatives of county historical
societies throughout that state will meet for a local history conference.

With the rapid decline of Centennial celebrating after state fair week,
the Centennial office in the Historical Building was closed on Septem-
ber 15. At that time the society and its regular staff took over the work
of assisting those who had planned celebrations and publications for the
remaining months of 1949. To help with these projects, as well as with
the preparation of a Centennial report, Dr. James L. Whitehead joined the
staff as special Centennial assistant on October 1. These steps were taken
in accordance with the legislative act of 1947, which “directed and em-
powered” the society “to make plans for the proper observance and
celebration” of the Centennial and “to execute and carry out such plans.”

The society’s librarian, Mr. Russell Barnes, resigned on October 1 to
accept a position as librarian of the James Jerome Hill Reference Li-
brary of St. Paul. Mr. Dan King, formerly of the reference department
of the New York Public Library, was chosen to head the society’s
library staff. He took up his new duties on November 1.

The picture department authorized by the 1949 legislature is being
organized with Mr. William D. Bowell as curator. The new depart-
ment, which administers the society’s vast collections of photographs,
oil paintings, water colors, prints, engravings and other cuts, and nega-
tives, has been installed on the first floor of the Historical Building.
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Fifty-three water colors by Jo Lutz Rollins, depicting historic Minnesota
buildings and other landmarks, were displayed in the society’s picture gal-
lery from September 7 to November 1. To open the exhibit, Mrs. Rollins
gave an informal talk on her experiences while painting these charming
Minnesota scenes. About a hundred and twenty-five people were on
hand for the opening of this attractive show, and throughout the weeks
that followed it drew to the society’s museum many interested visitors.
Mrs. Rollins’ pictures have equal interest for the artist and the historian,
for they record Minnesota’s fast disappearing historic heritage as re-
flected in houses, churches, store buildings, and other material remains.

Three handsome permanent cases have been installed in the main
corridor of the museum through the generosity of the Minnesota chapter
of the Colonial Dames of America. They were formally presented at a
tea held in the museum on September 28. Featured for the occasion
was a display, arranged in the new cases, of heirlooms belonging to
members of the chapter. The program included a showing of the society’s
panorama of the Sioux War by John Stevens.

A quilted and embroidered wedding gown made by Jane Grey Swiss-
helm for her daughter in the early 1880’s was the feature of a display of
wedding gowns arranged in the north gallery of the museum during
the summer. Another special exhibit, illustrative of the history of the
Grand Army of the Republic, opened in the museum on August 1.

The society was well represented at the Minnesota State Fair of 1949.
In addition to a Centennial display, there were three exhibits arranged
by the society —one depicting women’s fashions through a hundred
years, in the Women’s Building; another featuring the Gopher Historian,
in the Education Building; and a third surveying the society’s publica-
tion program, in the State Departments’ Building.

WHo’s WHo IN THis IssuE

Since this issue of the Minnesota History commemorates the Centen-
nial of the Minnesota Historical Society, it is appropriate that the leading
space in the number should be devoted to a review of the society’s
history written by its present director, Dr. Harold Dean Cater, in col-
laboration with Mary W. Berthel of its editorial staff. Dr. Cater arrived
from Washington, D.C., where he was in the historical division of the
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War Department special staff, to direct the society’s activities in Au-
gust, 1948. He is the author of Henry Adams and His Friends. Mrs.
Berthel, whose book on James M. Goodhue, Horns of Thunder, was
issued by the society as one of its Centennial Publications, has known
personally and worked with Dr. Buck and his five successors.

Dr. Laurence M. Gould, famed geologist and explorer, has been presi-
dent of Carleton College, Northfield, since 1945. He was second in com-
mand of the Byrd antarctic expedition of 1928-30, and he taught geology
at the University of Michigan and at Carleton College.

Don Stubbs, a graduate of the University of Minnesota, is a free-
lance radio writer. He has written many of the recent educational
programs broadcast over the University of Minnesota radio station,
KUOM. June Drenning Holmquist attended the University of Penn-
sylvania and was graduated from the University of Minnesota in 1949.
In July she joined the staff of the society as editorial assistant.

Contributing book reviews to the present issue are writers and scholars
from many sections of the nation. They include Dr. A. Fritiof Ander of
the department of history in Augustana College at Rock Island, Illinois;
Professor W. S. Campbell of the English faculty in the University of
Oklahoma at Norman, who as “Stanley Vestal” is widely known for
his books on the American Indians, particularly of the Southwest; Dr.
John T. Flanagan, professor of English in the University of Illinois at
Urbana; Professor Edwin H. Ford of the University of Minnesota school
of journalism; Dr. Wilbur H. Glover, field director on the staff of the
State Historical Society of Wisconsin; Professor James Gray, a literary
critic of note who recently joined the English faculty of the University
of Minnesota and who is at present engaged in writing a history of that
institution; Professor Frank H. Heck of the department of history in
Centre College, Danville, Kentucky; Dr. Philip D. Jordan, professor of
history in the University of Minnesota; Miss Lucile Kane, curator of
manuscripts on the society’s staff; Professor George McCune of the
general college in the University of Minnesota; Dr. Grace Lee Nute,
research associate for the society; Mr. William G. Rector of the staff
of the society’s Forest Products History Foundation; and Miss Sadie
M. Rosenau, a teacher of social studies in Harding High School, St. Paul.
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