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Since transportation and other means of communication are of major con­
cern to James Blaine Walker in his recently published Epic of American 
Industry (New York, 1949. 513 p.), it is not surprising to find that James 
J. Hill plays an important role in the narrative. In a chapter entitled "Rail­
roads Open the Prairies," the steps by which the Great Northern Railroad 
came into being are recorded, with emphasis upon the activities of Hill, 
Norman W. Kittson, and Donald A. Smith, later Lord Strathcona. The 
"Financial Adventures" of Hill and Edward H. Harriman as "Railroad 
Chieftains at War'' are reviewed in another chapter. Recognized, too, by 
Mr. Walker is the importance of Minnesota's iron resources. The "Mesabi 
iron ore deposits," he writes, "coupled with accessible sources of coking coal, 
were enough in themselves to make any nation great." 

"To sketch in broad outline the lives and work of a selected group of men, 
each of whom, in his own way, made a priceless and enduring contribution 
to the advancement of our agriculture and, in many instances, to world agri­
culture" is the object defined by Edward Jerome Dies in writing his Titans of 
the Soil: Great Builders of Agriculture (Chapel Hill, 1949). To every one of 
the twenty-six men — scientists, inventors, political leaders, teachers — whose 
careers are here outlined, writes Mr. Dies, the American farmer "owes a rever­
ent debt of gratitude." Among those whose inventions and discoveries influ­
enced the development of Minnesota agriculture radically are John Deere of 
steel plow fame; Cyrus Hall McCormick, who invented the reaper; Stephen 
M. Babcock, whose name was immortalized by a "simple butterfat test"; Mark 
A. Carleton, "wheat explorer"; and George H. ShuU, "creator of hybrid corn." 

In one chapter of his monumental work on Art and Life in America (New 
York, 1949. 547 p.), Oliver W. Larkin traces "Westward the Course of 
Landscape" by following pioneering artists like George Catlin, Karl Bodmer, 
Alfred J. Miller, and John Mix Stanley across the continent. He gives atten­
tion, too, to the pictorial record that Captain Seth Eastman produced at Fort 
Snelling, and to the work of the panorama painters, especially Henry Lewis. 
For the latter, writes Mr. Larkin, the "spectacle of empire's westward course 
asked for dimensions beyond those of the normal picture, and he applied his 
scene painter's technique to the production of a panorama." The narrative, 
which carries the story of American art to 1945, contains mentions of some 
modern Minnesotans, including LeRoy S. Buffington, architect, Paul Manship, 
sculptor, and Adolph Dehn, painter. 

The handsome catalogue, with several hundred iUustrations and an inform­
ing text, issued by the City Art Museum of St. Louis for its Mississippi Pan­
orama loan exhibition of the fall of 1949 (227 p.) constitutes a permanent 
reference work for anyone interested in the "life and landscape of the Father 
of Waters and its great tributary, the Missouri," in the nineteenth century. 
Pictured in the volume are more than half of the three hundred "paintings, 
drawings, prints, photographs, river boat models and steamboat appurtenances" 
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assembled for this important exhibit, as well as some views from the Uni­
versity of Pennsylvania's panorama by Dickeson and Egan from which the 
event drew its title. Charles van Ravenswaay provides background material 
for the entire event in an essay on the "Character and History of the Missis­
sippi," and Perry T. Rathbone contributes a valuable survey of "The Art of 
the Mississippi." A feature of the catalogue that is of special interest to his­
torians consists of quotations from travelers' accounts, explorers' records, 
early newspapers, and other sources describing many of the scenes and locali­
ties pictured. The upper Mississippi is well represented in the catalogue, 
as are such significant limners of the Minnesota scene as George Catlin, Seth 
Eastman, Henry Lewis, Ferdinand Pritchard, and others. Incidentally, several 

. of the Minnesota Historical Society's more important oil paintings were in­
cluded in the exhibition. For the student of Mississippi River history and art, 
this catalogue is a "must." It is therefore good to know that copies still may 
be obtained from the City Art Museum of St. Louis at three dollars each. 

"Fort William of the Fur Trade" — the entrepot of the western trade that 
replaced Grand Portage in the early years of the nineteenth century — is the 
subject of an article by W. Stewart WaUace appearing in the December Beaver. 
The writer exploits both written narratives and pictorial materials relating 
to the Lake Superior post, making a new contribution in the form of a 
hitherto unpublished view of the fort in 1812. The work of Robert Irvine, 
an Orkneyman who entered the service of the North West Company about 
1811, the picture has long been preserved by members of his family living in 
Toronto. Mr. Wallace found that by comparing the picture with Gabriel 
Franchere's description of the post as it appeared in 1814, "one can identify 
most of the buildings." To give the reader an opportunity to make a similar 
comparison, the writer quotes an English translation of Franchere's account. 

Professor W. L. Morton is the author of a study of "Agriculture in the Red 
River Colony" which appears in the Canadian Historical Review for Decem­
ber. There he advances the theory that the Red River rebellion of 1869-70 
was caused chiefly by the fact that "the three customary sources of food in 
Red River — the buffalo hunt, the fisheries, and agriculture — were in a 
critical condition," and that "they could no longer feed the native population." 
He presents a wealth of evidence to show that agriculture, especially wheat 
raising, "had overcome the hazards of the Red River climate," but "long 
coupled with the hunt and bound to the river side," agriculture "was incap­
able of filling the place of the hunt." 

Under the title "Sitka, Salmon and Shipwreck, 1889," James Taylor Dunn 
tells the story, in Alaska Life for July, of a Minnesota woman's trip to Alaska 
sixty years ago. The heroine of Mr. Dunn's story is his great-aunt, Elizabeth 
Taylor, daughter of James Wickes Taylor, American consul at Winnipeg. 
The writer quotes from letters in his own collection of family papers, as well 
as in the Taylor Papers owned by the Minnesota Historical Society. Some 
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interesting pen-and-ink drawings from Miss Taylor's sketchbook illustrate 
the article. 

A "three-room sod house at McCook, Nebraska," in which the writer was 
born is described in detail by Flora Dutcher in the fournal of Geography for 
December. Miss Dutcher teUs how the sod was cut, how the blocks "were 
laid grass side down," how the rooms were planned, how the window frames 
were built, and how other details of construction were carried out. She 
describes, too, the special techniques required by the housekeeper who presided 
over the affairs of life in a sod house. In rooms that "had no floor except the 
hard packed earth," for example, rag carpets were spread over a "thick layer 
of sweet smelling prairie hay," which eventually turned to fine dust and had 
to be cleared out at housecleaning time. And Miss Dutcher recalls that the 
"great, recessed windows were thirty inches deep, or the width of the sod 
wall, and always full of house plants." The kitchen, which was in a lean-to, 
was "papered with newspapers," but it was "never as snug and comfortable 
as the sod part of the house." 

Many phases of the Michigan scene receive emphasis in a handbook edited 
by Lewis Beeson and published by the Michigan Historical Commission 
under the title This Is Michigan: A Sketch of These Times and Times Gone 
By (Lansing, 1949. 64 p.). It presents a series of brief articles that round 
out a picture of rural and urban life, nationality contributions, industrial 
power, education, government, and the general development of the automo­
bile state. Sections on important dates, selected statistics, and a bibliography 
increase the usefulness of the pamphlet. This collection of historic and descrip­
tive sketches, each written by a specialist in his field, should be of help to 
teachers, students, and visitors to Michigan. It makes good reading for all 
who are interested in the state's story. P.C. 

The Villa Louis at Prairie du Chien, formerly the home of the famed fur 
trader Hercules L. Dousman, has been presented to the State Historical 
Society of Wisconsin by the F. R. Bigelow Foundation of St. Paul. Accom­
panying the gift are the sum of $30,000 to be used in putting the house and 
its outbuildings in first-class condition, and an annual grant of $5,870 for 
maintenance. The latter will be supplemented by admission fees paid by 
visitors to the historic mansion, which will be operated as a museum. Since 
Dousman was an important figure in the fur trade of the entire upper Missis­
sippi Valley and was closely associated with Henry H. Sibley, residents of 
Minnesota as well as of Wisconsin will be glad to know that the house in 
which he lived and worked will be preserved. 

In an article on "Chautauqua and the Midwest" appearing in the December 
number of the Wisconsin Magazine of History, Harrison John Thornton gives 
some attention to the Pierian Circle organized in the Minnesota State Prison 
at Stillwater in the 1890's. Readers of Minnesota History will recall Professor 
Frank Buckley's detailed history of the Minnesota Chautauqua organization 
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published in the issue for December, 1948. Lars Gunderson, the leader of an 
expedition "From Minneapolis to the Klondike in 1889," described by Carl L. 
Lokke in the same number of Minnesota History, figures also in the same 
writer's article on "A Madison Man at Nome," published in the current Wis­
consin Magazine of History. The present narrative centers about the Alaska 
career of George V. Borchsenius, whose story was exploited by Rex Beach 
in his novel. The Spoilers. 

TELLING THE MINNESOTA STORY 

MINNESOTA IS REPRESENTED by four articles in the winter number of American 
Heritage, which features the state's Centennial commemoration of 1949. Dr. 
Grace Lee Nute contributes a historical setting for the "Late Frontier" of the 
Minnesota Arrowhead and border lake country, showing how it has passed 
through successive stages as a fur traders', a missionaries', a fishermen's, a 
lumbermen's, and a miners' frontier. An essay by Dean Theodore C. Blegen, 
"North Star Perspective," surveying the "three ages of Minnesota's growth," 
is reprinted from his recent volume, The Land Lies Open. The work of some 
of the more important "Frontier Artists" who produced "an authentic picture 
of pioneer Minnesota" before the day of the camera is reviewed by Bertha L. 
Heilbron. The contributions of Minnesota's foreign population groups, as they 
are reflected in the St. Paul "Festival of Nations," are the subject of the fourth 
article, which is by Nora O'Leary Sorem. Each article is elaborately and ap­
propriately illustrated. Among the Minnesota pictures reproduced in color 
is Francis Lee Jaques' view of "The Painted Rock of Crooked Lake," the 
original of which is owned by the Minnesota Historical Society. 

The List of Doctoral Dissertations in History Now in Progress at Univer­
sities in the United States issued by the American Historical Association in 
September, 1949, includes only five distinctly Minnesota subjects — "St. Paul 
and the Far West, 1853-90" by Helen Kaslo, "The Post Office on the Minne­
sota Frontier" by John H. Lowe, "The Catholic Church on the Minnesota 
Frontier" by Joseph L. Powers, "The Rise of Duluth as an Ore Port" by 
Sister Ann Edward Scanlon, and "The Progressive Movement and the Rail­
roads in Minnesota" by Wilfred O. Stout, Jr. Under other headings, however, 
are listed numerous topics that might well throw light on the story of the 
North Star State. Among them are "History of Land Use and Land Owner­
ship in the Prairie States" by Margaret R. Beattie, "Northern Reaction to 
Reconstruction, 1862-72" by WiUiam Cochrane, "Stephen H. Long's Western 
Enterprises" by Patrick L. Halley, "Agricultural Development Work of the 
Burlington Railroad" by Clifton C. Jones, "The Middle Western Frontier as 
Seen through the Eyes of Foreign Travelers" by Byron Y. Fleck, the "Life 
of Charlemagne Tower" by Leonard H. Bridges, a biography of Ignatius 
Donnelly by Martin Ridge, "The Black Hawk War" by WiUiam T. Hagan, 
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and "The Wisconsin Lumbering Frontier: The Daniel Shaw Lumber Com­
pany" by Arthur R. Reynolds. 

Based largely upon manuscript Minnesota census schedules and records of 
the general land office preserved in Washington are two recent pamphlets by 
Clarence Stewart Peterson. The first contains a printed list of what the 
author describes as Swift County's First Pioneers (73 p.); the second, which 
is mimeographed, lists The Red River Valley Territorial Pioneers (20 p.) 
who lived in Pembina County when the census enumerations of 1850 and 
1857 were made. The names of all persons who were under twenty-one years 
of age are omitted from both booklets, and information about those included 
is limited to name, age, and place of birth. Thus the usefulness of the lists in 
preparing family histories and analyses of population is sharply restricted. Un­
fortunately, many errors have been made in reading, interpreting, and copy­
ing names from the originals — particularly the French names so frequently 
encountered in the Red River country. For example, "Josette'' was copied as 
"Poutle," and "Beauprie" was interpreted as "Beanpin." The dissemination 
of the riches found in the census schedules is to be encouraged, but listings 
should not be published until they have been carefully collated with the 
originals. L.M.K. 

Those who visit the Minnesota Historical Society's building in order to 
use its genealogical collection will read with interest Marion Miller Bagley's 
pamphlet, Our Forefathers, published by the Greysolon du Lhut chapter of 
the Daughters of the American Revolution (Duluth, 1949. 16 p.) . In the 
opening section, which is entitled "Searching for One's Ancestors: A Detailed 
Account of Twenty-five Years Work by an Amateur Genealogist," the writer 
tells of the interest in family backgrounds which first led her to the reference 
room of the Minnesota Historical Society in St. Paul. As she began her own 
collecting activities, Mrs. Bagley reports, she joined various historical societies, 
including that of her home state. Suggestions for the "Beginner in Ancestral 
Research" and lists of pertinent reference books available in Duluth and 
Superior are other features of the booklet. 

Of unusual value for genealogists is an article, in the July-August-September 
issue of Le bulletin des recherches historiques of Quebec, on "The French-
Canadian Background of a Minnesota Pioneer — Alexis Bailly." The author, 
Edward C. Bailly of White Plains, New York, is a descendant of the well-
known Minnesota fur trader, whose membership in the first territorial legis­
lature gave special interest to his career in 1949. Among Minnesota records, 
the writer could find little about Alexis Bailly's forebears. Canadian archives 
and publications, however, yielded a wealth of information. For example, 
Mr. Bailly reveals, the Minnesota trader "was the son of Joseph Bailly, also 
a fur trader with many ventures extending from Montreal to Mackinac and 
Grand Portage, on the west, and to New Orleans, on the south." The writer 
shows, too, that Alexis BaUly's French-Canadian background included, in 
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addition to the name of BaUly de Messein, "by which his grandfather and 
earlier ancestors were known, such other illustrious Canadian family names 
as Aubert de la Chesnaye and Aubert de Gaspe, Juchereau, Denys, Le Neuf, 
Le Gardeur, de Verchereres and de Villiers." Notes on each of these families 
are included in the present narrative. The writer concludes that much of the 
romantic French and Canadian background of men like Alexis Bailly "has 
become a part of the Minnesota and American heritage." 

Extracts from five letters written from Minnesota between 1863 and 1887 
by "Rufus Philbrook, Trapper," are quoted by Ralph S. Palmer in the New 
England Quarterly for December. The writer draws upon a group of letters 
that Philbrook, a Maine fur hunter who was lured to Minnesota by reports of 
"how plenty of game was here," wrote to his friend. Manly Hardy of Brewer, 
Maine. In his first letter from the West, dated October 25, 1863, Philbrook 
reports that on his way he learned of a rich harvest of furs to be gathered near 
the headwaters of the Mississippi and Minnesota Rivers. To his dismay, how­
ever, he found that the "hostill s[i]oux indians made it impossible to hunt 
there without being killed every few days.'' Two years later the trapper from 
Maine reported from a Minnesota logging camp that there was a "Grate 
chance to work out here as wages are good and business will be very lively 
this spring and summer." By 1887 Philbrook had turned to farming near 
Minneapolis, because the "country is settling so fast and fur so low and I 
supose I have been growing old all these years." 

A Minnesota controversy that echoed in the halls of Congress and, was re­
flected in debates led by the state's two senators, Morton S. Wilkinson and 
Henry M. Rice, is analyzed in great detail by Roman J. Zorn in the Mississsippi 
Valley Historical Review for December. Under the title "Minnesota Public 
Opinion and the Secession Controversy, December, 1860-April, 1861," he 
shows how the "North Star State manifested great concern over the national 
crisis" during the months between Lincoln's election and his inauguration. 
"Not until the cannon thundered at Fort Sumter did the secession movement 
cease to be the chief issue on trial before Minnesota's courts of public opinion," 
writes Mr. Zorn. How the controversy was reflected in the Minnesota press, 
both Republican and Democratic, is clearly shown by the writer, who quotes 
the opinions of editors in St. Paul, Minneapolis, Faribault, Red Wing, Hen­
derson, Shakopee, St. Peter, Chatfield, Mankato, and many other communities. 
"Only after the South Carolinians bombarded Fort Sumter did unanimity 
return to the North Star State," according to the writer, and then "virtually 
all Minnesotans reacted with belligerent nationalism." 

Incorporating a letter from the Minnesota Historical Society's collection of 
Henry M. Rice Papers is an article contributed by Donald D. Parker of the 
South Dakota State College at Brookings to the Daily Argus-Leader of Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota, for December 4. The letter, which was written on Decem­
ber 17, 1861, by Joseph R. Brown, warns Rice, then representing Minnesota 
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in the United States Senate, of the danger of an Indian uprising in his home 
state. To protect the frontier. Brown suggests taking some of the Red River 
mixed-bloods, with their skill as horsemen and their knowledge of Indian 
warfare and character, into the government service. If the suggestion had 
been followed, it seems "possible, perhaps even probable," writes Professor 
Parker, that "there would have been no Indian uprising just eight months" 
later. 

The colorful career of Governor John A. Johnson and the progressive pro­
gram of reform which marked his administration are reviewed by John D. 
Hicks in an article on 'The Legacy of Populism in the Western Middle West," 
published in Agricultural History for October. "It would have been strange 
indeed if so pronounced a movement for reform as was manifest in Wisconsin 
and Iowa has failed to affect Minnesota," writes Professor Hicks. He points 
out, however, that "not until the election of 1904, when John A. Johnson, 
a Democrat, won the governorship, in spite of Minnesota's normal Repub­
licanism, was any very genuine progress registered" in the North Star State. 

"How Music Developed in the Major American Cities," including Minne­
apolis, is the subject of an illustrated volume edited by Quaintance Eaton and 
published under the title Musical U-S.A. (New York, 1949. 206 p.). The 
Minnesota chapter, which is contributed by Norman Houk, traces the story 
of local musical activity back to the singing societies and amateur concerts of 
the 1850's. Although the founding and development of the Minneapolis 
Symphony Orchestra under Emil Oberhoffer and later directors receives more 
attention than other topics, the writer does tell something of the Thursday 
Musical, musical activity at the University of Minnesota, schools of music in 
the Mill City, and the contributions of chamber music groups. 

For the future historian of one phase of Minnesota's social and cultural 
history the December issue of Minnesota Libraries will be invaluable, for it 
contains historical sketches of many of the state's county libraries. There are 
separate articles on the "Clay County Library" by Myrtle T. Rundquist and 
Mary Gary, on the "Isanti County Library" by Lelia Hall, on the "Kandiyohi 
County Library" by Lucille Glover, and on the "Nobles County Library" by 
Wayne R. Bassett. Combined in one article are accounts of the libraries of 
Blue Earth, Hennepin, Itasca, Lyon, Martin, Ramsey, St. Louis, Stearns, 
Waseca, and Watonwan counties. 

Two members of the staff of the Minnesota Historical Society's Forest Pro­
ducts History Foundation contribute articles on phases of the lumber industry 
to recent issues of Agricultural History. The director. Dr. Rodney C. Loehr, 
is the author of an article in the July number entitled "Saving the Kerf: The 
Introduction of the Band Saw Mill," in which he reviews the development of 
an innovation introduced at Fort Wayne, Indiana, in the late i86o's. "From 
Woods to Sawmill: Transportation Problems in Logging" is the title of Wil-
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liam G. Rector's contribution appearing in the October issue. Based in large 
part upon the papers of the Stillwater lumber firm of Hersey, Staples and 
Company, the narrative contains a wealth of material about log drives on the 
St. Croix, as well as information about logging railroads in the Great Lakes 
area. An article by still a third member of the foundation's staff, Robert C. 
Johnson, appears in two instaUments in the spring and summer issues of 
Inland Seas, under the title "Logs for Saginaw: The Development of Raft-
Towing on Lake Huron." 

Appearing in installments in the monthly issues of the Soo Line Traffic-
gram since June, 1949, has been an interesting and informing narrative by J. 
W. Lydon, assistant general passenger agent of the road, dealing with "Some 
Soo Line History.'' After sketching some of the railroad history of Minnesota 
and the Northwest, Mr. Lydon tells of the meeting in the Minneapolis office 
of WiUiam D. Washburn in 1883 which resulted in the organization of the 
Soo Line. "The company was made up of and financed completely by Min­
neapolis men," writes Mr. Lydon, with "three fourths of the stock being 
owned by manufacturers of flour. . . . The promoters were the builders and 
operators who continued their interest in the road for the rest of their lives." 

A fascinating and useful "History Map" of Stearns, Benton, and Sher­
burne counties, locating early roads and trails as well as seventy-nine sites of 
historic interest in the area is one of the more significant permanent projects 
resulting from the Centennial celebration of 1949. Prepared under the auspices 
of the Stearns County Historical Society, and drawn by its president, Mr. 
Glanville Smith, the map was published both as a separate and as a full-page 
spread in the St. Cloud Daily Times for October 18. Of permanent value like­
wise are two handsome granite monuments erected and dedicated by the 
Stearns County society in 1949. The first, on the Mississippi just below St. 
Cloud, calls attention to the Beaver Islands named by Lieutenant Zebulon M. 
Pike in 1805; the second marks the site of the vanished village of Maine 
Prairie Corners, site of a log fort during the Sioux War of 1862. Both monu­
ments are gifts of the Stearns County granite industry. 

After calling attention to the beginning of Minnesota Territory a hundred 
years ago, in the Amherst Alumni News for October, John B. O'Brien observes 
that "Perhaps not many Amherst men know how great was the contribution 
of an Amherst College graduate to that beginning." He refers, of course, to 
"James Madison Goodhue, Pioneer Editor," the subject of Mr. O'Brien's 
contribution to the News. Goodhue's role in Minnesota is evaluated, and his 
importance both as a frontier journalist and as a publicist for his adopted terri­
tory is recognized. The writer, however, fails to mention the recognition that 
Minnesotans gave to Goodhue in 1949 when the Minnesota Historical Society 
published Mary W. Berthel's Horns of Thunder. 

In Jesse fames Was My Neighbor, Homer Croy devotes three chapters to 
the "Northfield Bank Robbery" and its sequel (New York, 1949). Following 



1950 W H O ' S W H O I N T H I S I S S U E 6 3 

the story of the actual raid, Mr. Croy describes the "Incredible Ride of the 
Bandits" and tells about the "End of the Minnesota Manhunt." Included in 
his narrative are stories gleaned from pioneers of 1876 who remember the 
robbers, folk tales that have grown up about their Minnesota invasion and 
hazardous escape, and descriptions of relics of the robbery stUl to be found in 
Minnesota. 

A record of twenty-eight years of teaching English and coaching athletic 
teams at Macalester College is to be found in Glenn Clark's autobiography, 
A Man's Reach (New York, 1949. 314 p.) . He tells, also, of his work in or­
ganizing student conventions and the "Camps Farthest Out" for which he 
became widely known. One of these summer camps, it should be noted, is 
located on the shores of Lake Koronis in Stearns County. 

WHO'S WHO IN THIS ISSUE 

WALTER O'MEARA is a New York advertising man who writes as an avocation. 
He has published stories and articles in the Saturday Evening Post and the 
Atlantic Monthly, and he is the author of a novel. The Trees Went Forth 
(1947). The latter is sketched against the background of the Minnesota lum­
ber industry, of which Mr. O'Meara has a firsthand knowledge, since he was 
born and raised in Cloquet and at intervals worked in sawmills, lumberyards, 
and logging camps. He attended first the University of Minnesota and then 
the University of Wisconsin, from which he was graduated in 1920. The 
present article — his first in Minnesota History — he thinks of "chiefly as an 
example of how thrilling an excursion into local history can be." 

DR. Louis JONES, director of the New York State Historical Association at 
Cooperstown, speaks with authority when he discusses the relationship be­
tween ' T h e Historical Society and Folk Culture," since his organization 
operates what is perhaps the most famous, and certainly the most dramatic, of 
all American folk museums — the Farmer's Museum. He also is a director of 
the New York Folklore Society and editor of its Quarterly. His interest in the 
supernatural is exemplified in, a volume of ghost stories for boys and girls 
entitled Spooks of the Valley (1948). 

DR. CARLTON C . QUALEY, professor of American history in Carleton College, 
Northfield, served as superintendent of the Minnesota Historical Society in 
1947-48. Before joining the Carleton College faculty in 1946, he taught in Co­
lumbia University and Swarthmore College. His graduate work in history was 
done in the University of Minnesota and at Columbia University. He has con­
tributed articles and book reviews to this magazine, and he is the author of a 
volume on Norwegian Settlement in the United States (1938). 

As research associate on the staff of the Minnesota Historical Society's 
Forest Products History Foundation, WILLIAM G . RECTOR is assisting in the 
preparation of a history of the lumber industry in the Great Lakes area. A grad­
uate of Dakota Wesleyan College at Mitchell, South Dakota, he is now a 
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graduate student in history in the University of Minnesota. Earlier articles on 
phases of lumbering history by Mr. Rector have appeared in the Southern 
Lumberman and in Agricultural History. 

Varied interests and many sections of the nation are represented by the 
dozen reviewers who contribute to the present issue evaluations of recent books 
that touch upon Minnesota and the Midwest. In addition to Dr. QUALEY, they 
include E. MAURICE BLOCH, curator of drawings and prints at the Cooper 
Union Museum, New York; Professor VERNON CARSTENSEN of the history 
faculty in the University of Wisconsin; Dr. JAMES ECKMAN of the section on 
publications at the Mayo Clinic, Rochester; BERTHA L . HEILBRON, editor of 
Minnesota History; STEWART H . HOLBROOK, author and journalist of Portland, 
Oregon, who is widely known for his writings in the field of American eco­
nomic history; JUNE D . HOLMQUIST, editorial assistant on the staff of the Min­
nesota Historical Society; EARLE W . NEWTON, editor of American Heritage 
and director of Old Sturbridge Village at Sturbridge, Massachusetts; Pro­
fessor WALTER PRICHARD of the department of history in Louisiana State Uni­
versity at Baton Rouge; MARTIN RIDGE, a graduate student in history at North­
western University, who is working on a biography of Ignatius Donnelly 
under a fellowship in American civilization; MORRIS U . SCHAPPES of the School 
of Jewish Studies in New York, who has in preparation a documentary his­
tory of the Jews in the United States; and Professor DONALD F . WARNER of the 
department of history in Macalester College, St. Paul. 
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