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to the enormous thrust of the Hump, climate which encompassed capricious
Aleutian williwaws and tropical fronts, a number of separate theaters of
command, and a diversity of allies with distinctive war aims. The unifying
force which held together a variety of allied war effort against the common
Japanese enemy was air power. It could be said that the strategy of the
Pacific war was the seizure and development of air bases from which
Japanese activity could be interdicted in ever-widening areas,

The story is a sobering one. Immense efforts and signal gallantry were
expended to put planes into the air and to beat down Japanese resistance.
Behind the handful of men who flew the planes was a complex organization
of command and supply with lines of communication stretching thousands
of miles back to the Arsenal of Democracy. Unforeseen hazards and emer-
gencies in the field posed problems whose solution could not await action
in the homeland. The result was field modification centers where ingenuity
accomplished miracles as a matter of daily routine.

From the first desperate days over Guadalcanal until the final victory,
constant air activity was essential to pin down ]apanese air power. There
could be no relaxation for air or ground crews who had to carry out a very
dangerous, highly skilled, and depressing form of combat under extremely
primitive conditions. That our civilization has survived owes much to the
exertions of the men whose story appears here. Perhaps our survival of even
greater perils will again be in their hands.

RopNey C. LoEnr

A bandsome, illustrated volume, American Processional, has been pub-
lished by the Corcoran Gallery of Art in collaboration with the National
Capital Sesquicentennial Commission (Washington, 1950. 270 p.). The work
serves as a catalogue for the gallery’s current loan exhibition, arranged to
mark the sesquicentennial of the nation’s capital city. The text, by Elizabeth
McCausland, outlines the story of the United States from 1492 to 1900 and
reveals how its main events were pictured by contemporary artists. The nar-
rative is divided into six chronological sections, each of which is elaborately
illustrated with reproductions of pictures from the display. It includes a use-
ful index of artists and titles. Since the pictures displayed were drawn from
galleries throughout the United States and Canada, the permanent value of
the work as a guide to pictorial material on American history is obvious.
The book may be purchased from the Corcoran Gallery for $3.25.

In conjunction with the exhibit, the Corcoran Gallery arranged a sym-
posium on “The Artist in American History” held on October 27 and 28. A
showing of John Stevens’ panorama of the Sioux War, which was loaned
by the Minnesota Historical Society for the display, was a feature of the
event. With it the original text was read.



The Historical Scene

“PROFESSIONAL HIsTORIANS should take local history more seriously, should
contribute to and be better informed about it, and should provide such guid-
ance to amateur students or writers in this field as their specialized training
may make possible.” Thus writes Professor Richard H. Shryock of Johns
Hopkins University in an article on “Changing Perspectives in Local His-
tory” published in New York History for July. “Both state and local history
should be cultivated by those who see them, as it were, from the inside out,”
continues the writer. And he makes it clear that “this is not inconsistent
with a sophisticated approach —one which will include something of the
techniques and perspectives of trained scholars.” Professor Shryock’s view of
the situation is optimistic, for he points out that with growing “popular and
professional interest” in local history, as well as the “existence of organiza-
tions which can make the most of these interests,” the prospects for the fu-
ture of local history are encouraging.

Much of the July number of the Magazine Antiques is devoted to the
subject of the restoration and preservation of historic sites and buildings. It
opens with a useful and stimulating “Symposium of Principles of Historic
Restoration.” The problems of the “Independent Architect” are explained by
G. Edwin Brumbaugh; the work of the National Park Service is reviewed
by Newton B. Drury; S. P. Moorehead contributes comments on “Private
Restoration”; and Felicia D. Kingsbury tells of the work of the “Preserva-
tion Society” as represented by the Society for the Preservation of New Eng-
land Antiquities. The symposium is followed by a “Portfolio of Restorations,”
which in words and pictures presents some important examples of the ex-
ploitation of historic sites and the preservation of buildings at Newport,
Rhode Island, at Tombstone, Arizona, at Deerfield and Sturbridge, Massa-
chusetts, and at New Castle, Delaware. Particularly useful to groups and
communities that may be planning to restore a structure is an article on
“Restorations in the Making.” Among some “Architectural Landmarks” de-
scribed in another article is the Nelson Dewey House at Cassville, Wisconsin.
The September issue of Antigues includes an illustrated article by Bertha L.
Heilbron on John Stevens’ panorama of the Sioux War, which is owned by
the Minnesota Historical Society. Reproduced with the narrative are six
frames from the panorama, as well as a view of the mechanism.

“The Kensington Runic Inscription” is the title of the leading article in the
July issue of Speculum: A Journal of Mediacval Studies. The author, S. N.
Hagen, announces at the outset that he will confine himself “almost entirely
to the language of the inscription,” presenting “observations on some linguistic
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features which,” in his opinion, “have not been correctly analyzed either
by Holand or by any of his most severe critics.” After careful examination of
these features, Mr. Hagan reaches the conclusion that the stone found in
central Minnesota in 1898 “is a genuine record of a Scandinavian expedition
into the very heart of North America in 1362.” It is his belief that “a future
generation of scholars . . . will find the inscription as genuine” as certain
other long accepted runic records, and that they will value it both “as an
important Scandinavian and American historical document and as a deeply
moving human document.”

The “History, Life and Art of the Mississippi-Missouri Valley” are fea-
tured in three elaborately illustrated articles appearing in the autumn number
of American Heritage. The story of the Father of Waters is traced in brief
historical outline in an article on “Four Centuries of the Mississippi” by
Bertha L. Heilbron, editor of Minnesota History. Charles van Ravenswaay,
director of the Missouri Historical Society, describes “Old Man River,” stress-
ing particularly its “life and character”; and Perry T. Rathbone, director of
the City Art Museum of St. Louis, takes as his subject “Mississippi Pano-
rama: The Life and Landscape of the Valley as Seen by Contemporary
Artists.” The two latter articles are drawn in large part from the extensive
and magnificent catalogue issued by the St. Louis museum for its “Missis-
sippi Panorama” exhibition of 1949, and the illustrations accompanying all
three articles are taken from this volume. The work, which is briefly re-
viewed above, p. 55, is now available in a new cloth-bound edition, which
has been issued for the museum by the Caledonia Press of St. Louis.

The Association of American Railroads has issued a new and revised edi-
tion of its Bibliography of Railway Literature (1950. 48 p.), which contains
such useful features as the Library of Congress numbers of books listed and
the addresses of publishers. In addition to books for juveniles, general works
on railroads and their history, and works containing railway statistics, the
pamphlet includes lists of railway and travel periodicals and journals issued
for railway employees.

Some effects of the activities of men like Eduard Pelz, whose work on
behalf of German emigration is described elsewhere in this magazine, are
considered by Merle Curti and Kendall Birr in an article on “The Immigrant
and the American Image in Europe, 1860-1914,” which appears in the
Mississippi Valley Historical Review for September. Although most of the
writers’ examples are drawn from Wisconsin, they occasionally refer to Min-
nesota and its settlers. In this connection, it is of interest to note that they
have utilized the reminiscences of a Swedish immigrant who figures also in
Mrs. Johnson’s narrative — Hans Mattson. After working “for years with
Minnesota promotion groups,” write Professor Curti and Mr. Birr, Mattson
“reported that on visits among western farmers he had seen . . . prometion
literature ‘standing in the little bookshelf side by side with the Bible.’” The
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America that men like Pelz revealed to Europeans, these writers find, “tended
to be thought of as a fabulous place of staggering bigness where miracles
of wealth-getting were the order of the day.”

The first issue of the Swedish Pioncer Historical Quarterly, published by
the Swedish Pioneer Historical Society of Chicago, appeared in July. Readers
of this magazine will be particularly interested in the contribution made to
the new publication by Roy Swanson of St. Paul. Under the heading “Our
Predecessors,” he reviews the story of the Swedish Historical Society of
America, which was active from 1905 to 1934. The years after 1920, Mr.
Swanson describes as the “Minnesota Period,” and he stresses the fact that
in 1921 the organization’s important library was placed on permanent deposit
with the Minnesota Historical Society.

Interest in the story of General George A. Custer and in the battle that
ended his career continues nearly three-quarters of a century after the massa-
cre on the Little Bighorn. One evidence of that interest is a volume entitled
The Custer Story: The Life and Intimate Letters of General George A. Cus-
ter and His Wife Elizabeth, edited for publication by Marguerite Merrington
(New York, 1950). Another is a booklet, issued by the National Park Service
as number 1 of its Historical Handbook Series, describing the Custer Battle-
field National Monument in Montana. The authors, Edward S. and Evelyn
S. Luce, retell in brief the story of the battle and of its chief actor. Numerous
photographs and maps of the Little Bighorn Valley and of the battle site
illustrate the booklet.

Much of the summer issue of the Arkansas Historical Quarterly is devoted
to folklore, chiefly that of the Ozarks and of the state of Arkansas. Included,
however, are articles and editorials of interest to folklorists in general, like
Vance Randolph’s note on “Folklore and Common Sense,” and Philip D.
Jordan’s discussion of “The Scope of Folklore and History.” John Gould
Fletcher writes of “Some Folk-Ballads and the Background of History,”
showing how ballads may serve as records of events; Robert L. Morris gives
examples of “The Arkansan in American Folklore”; and Mr. Vance records
some legends about “Fabulous Monsters of the Ozarks.”

Glossy stock, double columns, numerous small illustrations, and two colors
are characteristics of the new format of the Wisconsin Magazine of History,
which is featured for the first time in the autumn number. New also are the
titles of special feature sections, which include “Meet the Authors,” “Smoke
Rings,” “Pandora’s Box,” and ‘“Readers’ Choice.” A contribution of general
interest in the issue is Fulmer Mood’s essay on “Frederick Jackson Turner
and the Milwaukee Senzinel, 1884,” in which the famed Wisconsin historian’s
brief experience as a newspaperman is reported. Those who are interested in
the history of Norwegian settlement and the influence of Scandinavian cul-
ture in the Northwest will wish to turn also to Einar Haugen’s article on
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“Wisconsin Pioneers in Scandinavian Studies.” It deals with the contribu-
tions of two professors in the University of Wisconsin, Rasmus B. Anderson
and Julius E. Olson, who for more than half a century “carried on a tradition
of the oldest continuous teaching of Scandinavian in an American institu-
tion of higher learning” and produced a “model for other American schools
in the Middle and Far West which later introduced similar courses.”

An attractive booklet published by the Ohio State Archaeological and His-
torical Society serves as an illustrated guide to The Hayes Memorial library
and museum and to the Hayes estate, Spiegel Grove, at Fremont, Ohio (1950.
40 p.). The author, Watt P. Marchman, points out that here are preserved
the “personal collections of President and Mrs. Hayes, including mementoes
associated with their personal and public life and their diaries, correspondence,
scrapbooks, papers, pictures, photographs, and library.” As a “research center
for the study of American history for the period between the Civil War and
the beginning of the twentieth century,” the library is becoming widely
known.

TELLING THE MINNESOTA STORY

ONE OF THE RECENT BOOKLETs issued by the Newcomen Society has for its
subject The Pioneering Pillsburys and their contributions to the flour milling
industry in Minneapolis and America (1950. 28 p.). The author, Philip W.
Pillsbury, presented the narrative as an address before a meeting of the New-
comen Society in Minneapolis on May 16, 1950, in commemoration of the
“8oth Year of the Pillsburys in flour milling.” He stresses particularly the
career of John S. Pillsbury, who arrived at the Falls of St. Anthony in 1853 —
the first of his family “to venture to the new West.” He was followed in
1869 by his nephew, Charles Alfred Pillsbury, and together, the writer re-
lates, “they put in $10,000 for a one-third interest in a broken-down 250 bar-
rel Minneapolis flour mill.” The development of a great industry from these
beginnings is traced in brief outline in the present booklet.

The reminiscences of Philander Prescott, pioneer Minnesota trader who
went to the upper Mississippi shortly after Fort Snelling was founded, have
been used by Professor Donald D. Parker of the South Dakota State College
at Brookings in the preparation of an informing series of articles published in
installments in the Daily Argus-Leader of Sioux Falls for October 1, 8, 15,
and 22. The original manuscript, which was prepared by Prescott for
Governor Ramsey, is owned by the Minnesota Historical Society; no part of it
has been previously published. Dr. Parker quotes numerous passages from
Prescott’s narrative, selecting especially those telling of a journey to the Big
Sioux River and the site of Sioux Falls in 1831. In the course of this trip, the
trader stopped at the famous Pipestone Quarry in what is now western
Minnesota — a visit that is described also in the present issue of this magazine
(p- 196, 208). Although he did not write his narrative until many years
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after 1831, Prescott records what is the earliest known visit to the quarry by
a white man. Dr. Parker supplies a connecting narrative for the excerpts from
Prescott’s recollections, as well as useful annotations explaining obscure points.

Based upon the “journal of Henry Lueg, a German immigrant, who in
1867 came from Minnesota with a party bound for the Montana mines” is an
article on “The Northern Overland Route in 1867” which C. S. Kingston
contributes to the Pacific Northwest Quarterly for July. After living in St.
Paul for a time, in the summer of 1867 Lueg joined an overland expedition
led by Captain Peter B. Davy. The party left St. Cloud on June 25, with
seventy-seven passengers in ox-drawn wagons, according to Mr. Kingston.
“The one to which Lueg was assigned carried eight men and two women.”
His journal, which is in German, tells of the country west of St. Cloud, of a
meeting with a Red River cart train, of settlements established by his country-
men in the Sauk Valley, and of Fort Abercrombie on the Red River. It was
there that the expedition was “joined by a number of German families who
were going to Oregon, and Lueg decided to accompany them to the Pacific
Northwest.” When the enlarged party left the post, a hundred soldiers went
along to escort it through the Indian country. Comments on the earlier expe-
ditions of Captain James L. Fisk, descriptions of frontier military posts, and
a report of a meeting with a party of Red River half-breeds who had been
hunting in Montana are among other features of Lueg’s journal. Mr. King-
ston believes that this German immigrant’s day-by-day account of an overland
journey from Minnesota to Oregon is one of the few complete records of
such a trip to be preserved.

An artist whose “first important out-of-town assignment with Harper’s
came in the fall of 1878 when he was sent 'to cover’ the visit of President
Hayes to the Minnesota State Fair at St. Paul” is the subject of an interest-
ing sketch by Robert Taft published in the Kansas Historical Quarterly for
August. The traveling artist is William Allen Rogers, and Professor Taft’s
account of his career appears as part of the writer’s informing “Pictorial
Record of the Old West.” From St. Paul, Rogers went on to Fargo and Fort
Garry — a journey that resulted in such pictures as his view of “Traders at
Fort Garry” and of the “Head of Steamboat Navigation on the Red River”
at Fargo. Both pictures, incidentally, are reproduced with Professor Taft’s
article. Of Northwest interest also is Rogers’ picture of “Harvest Hands on
Their Way to the Wheat Fields,” published in 1890 as a record of a visit
to the bonanza farms of the Red River Valley.

Some interesting bits of information about Minnesota communities is in-
cluded by E. Gustav Johnson in an article on “Place Names and Swedish
Pioneers” appearing in the September Bulletin of the American Swedish In-
stitute. Among the Minnesota names explained are Blomkest and Mamre in
Kandiyohi County, Stark in Chisago County, Braham in Isanti County, and
Rosing in Morrison County.
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The index for volume 30 of Minnesota History, published in 1949, is now
ready for distribution. It will be sent free of charge upon request to any
member of the society or subscriber to its publications. A limited number of
bound copies of volume 30 are available at $3.75 each. Unfortunately, because
of the greatly increased cost of printing and binding, it is no longer possible
to sell bound volumes at a reduced price to those who return single issues,
though for members the price is $2.75.

THE 1950 MAGAZINE SHOW

Minnesora History is one of the seventy-one magazines selected from 562
entries for the first Magazine Show of the American Institute of Graphic
Arts —a national exhibition “directed toward raising the professional stand-
ards of editorial design and production in magazines.” Like the Fifty Books
of the Year and the Printing for Commerce exhibitions held under the aus-
pices of the same organization, the Magazine Show will be an annual event.

The 1950 Magazine Show opened on October 16 in New York, where it
was on view at the Architectural League until October 28. It now is traveling,
and eventually it will be seen in all the principal centers of America and
Europe. The show will come to Minnesota next spring, when the Minnesota
Historical Society plans to display it in its picture gallery.

The winning entries were chosen by a jury of six nationally famed experts
in the field of magazine publication and design, with Souren Ermoyan, art
director of Town and Country, as chairman. They were instructed to survey
the vast number of publications submitted, and “to consider how well each
magazine meets its self-imposed obligations, from the point of view not of
editorial content but of design and production.” Keeping this in mind, they
were asked to select for display “examples of various types of magazines that
show commendable excellence or noteworthy merit,” chosing only periodicals
that are “as a whole remarkably well designed and well printed.” In the
words of the chairman, the jury aimed “to select those magazines which
faithfully — and consistently — reflected the highest standards of graphic in-
terpretation.” One critic who viewed the resulting show expressed the opinion
that “Judged from the view point of design and production in relation to
editorial content, the winning entries present a cross-section of the finest con-
temporary typographic craftsmanship in periodicals from all over the nation.”

Although “circulation figures were disregarded in the judging,” the jurors
announced that “some of the best exhibits in the current show are magazines
of small circulation.” The society’s quarterly, with a circulation of 2,800, ap-
pears in the display with the Reader’s Digest, which sells more than g,000,000
copies each month, and Life, which has a weekly distribution figure of
5,200,000. The show seems to prove, according to one reviewer, that budget
bears “only a minor relationship to typographic excellence.” The price per
issue of the magazines selected ranges all the way from five cents to five dol-
lars; they were produced by thirty-six printers located in twelve states and
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Certificate of Excellence
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the District of Columbia. For judging purposes, Minnesota History probably
was grouped with the scholarly and intellectual journals; of these, thirty-one
were submitted and six received awards. “A number of these publications
have done an outstanding job, notably Minnesota History,” writes Catherine
Royer in the American Printer for October. She particularly commends pub-
lications in this class for “good taste and demand for craftsmanship in pro-
duction” exemplified by a “simple, uncluttered page design appropriate to
the subject matter.” It is of interest to note that aside from Minnesota His-
tory, only three historical quarterlies are represented in the 1950 Magazine
Show — American Heritage, the Pacific Historical Review, and the Pennsyl-
vaniz Magazine of History and Biography.

Since for this competition magazines issued in 1949 only were eligible, the
society submitted its issue for June, 1949, which was considered typical of the
numbers published before the format was altered in the interest of economy.
For display, as well as for reproduction in the handsome catalogue of the
show, the jury chose a two-page spread which well illustrates the type design
(p. 110-111). The American Institute of Graphic Arts awarded the “Certifi-
cate of Excellence” reproduced herewith to the society for publishing Minne-
sota History, and it honored with three similar certificates the editor for
designing and publishing the quarterly and the Lund Press of Minneapolis
for printing it.
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WHO’S WHO IN THIS ISSUE

Dr. Tueonore L. NypaHL is chairman of the division of social studies in
the Mankato State Teachers College. He has long been interested in Minne-
sota history, engaging in research on such subjects as the career of Ignatius
Donnelly and Norwegian settlement in Goodhue County, and he has con-
tributed numerous book reviews to this magazine.

Proressor Joun Francis McDerMmort of the English faculty in Washing-
ton University, St. Louis, is a prolific writer whose published works relate
in large measure to Mississippi Valley and western history. He is the author
of a Glossary of Mississippi Valley French (1941); he edited for publication
the Western Journals of Washington Irving (1944); and he has written
numerous articles for the Bulletin of the Missouri Historical Society, the Ohio
Archaeological and Historical Quarterly, the Magazine Antiques, and other
periodicals. He is represented in earlier issues of Minnesota History by several
book reviews and by a documentary article published in March, 1941,

Dr. HiLpecarp Binper Jounson is a member of the geography faculty in
Macalester College, St. Paul. Her detailed studies of German settlement in
Minnesota have appeared in numerous magazines, including Agricultural
History, the American Journal of Sociology, and Minnesota History.

In his present account of the McKinstry Mounds near the international
border, Dr. LLovyp A. WiLrorD continues in the current issue his studies of
“The Prehistoric Indians of Minnesota.” This is his fifth article on the sub-
ject to appear in Minnesota History. Dr. Wilford is associate professor of
anthropology in the University of Minnesota.

The eleven writers who contribute book reviews to the present issue are
connected with colleges, universities, and historical organizations located all
the way from New York state to the Pacific coast. They include Dr. Ricuarp
Barbon of Duluth, president of the St. Louis County Historical Society;
ProrEessor Ricuarp N. Current of the history faculty in the University of
Illinois, Urbana; Dr. Joun T. FrLanNacaN, professor of American literature in
the same university; Jesse S. DoucLas, research associate in the department
of history at the University of Washington, Seattle; James TavrLor Dunn,
librarian of the New York State Historical Association at Cooperstown; Dr.
Frank H. HEick of the history faculty in Centre College, Danville, Ken-
tucky; June D. HoLmquist, editorial assistant on the staff of the Minnesota
Historical Society; Proressor Frank L. KLeEMENT of the history department
in Marquette University, Milwaukee; Herperr KravsE, novelist and member
of the English faculty at Augustana College, Sioux Falls, South Dakota; Dr.
Rooney C. Loenr of the department of history in the University of Minne-
sota; and Father VinceEnT TEGEDER, professor of history at St. John’s Univer-
sity, Collegeville, Minnesota.
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