


5 6 SOME N E W BOOKS I N REVIEW MARCH 

Story, a book that bears the marks of the author's method. The stories are 
engrossing, translated lovingly into prose that has a casual charm. 

When Mrs. Wilson attempts to broaden her scope to integrate these stories 
into the intricate development of the state, however, she enters more danger­
ous waters than those of Minnetonka. She has Hennepin discovering the Falls 
of St. Anthony in 1683, the year that his Description de la Louisiane was 
published, after his return to France. She relates that Hennepin was seized 
by the Sioux at the Falls of St. Anthony, instead of at a place farther down 
river stiU not decided on by authorities on his travels. Oversimplification re­
sults in such assumptions as these: that when Franklin Steele harnessed 
waterpower for his mills, St. Anthony was born; that Minneapolis was John 
H. Stevens' "litde vUlage"; and that the treaty of Traverse des Sioux grew 
out of a casual conversation between Sibley and Ramsey. An intensive read­
ing of the many secondary sources available would have saved Minnetonka 
Story from these and other faults that need not have marred it. 

LUCILE M . KANE 

The Kensington rune stone inscription and the writings of Hjalmar R. 
Holand provide in large part the theme about which Elizabeth Coatsworth 
has written an entertaining "Saga of Fourteenth Century America" entitled 
Door to the North (Philadelphia, John C. Winston Company, 1950. 246 p. 
$2.50.). Her novel pictures the westward migration of Scandinavians from 
Greenland into central North America, following Mr. Holand's "suggestion 
that some of the Scandinavians may have joined with the Mandans, an Indian 
tribe which many of the first explorers found to be brown-haired, with gray 
or blue eyes, and famed for their gentleness and courtesy, living in houses 
very like the round form of the simpler Scandinavian houses." Mrs. Coats-
worth provides her narrative with an "Afterword" in which she tells briefly 
of the finding of the Minnesota rune stone, expounds Mr. Holand's theory, 
and reviews her sources of information. 

The society's curator of manuscripts, Lucile M. Kane, has translated from 
the original French and edited a work that will appear late in March under 
the title Military Life in Dakota: The fournal of General Regis de Trobriand 
(432 p.) . Reproductions of original drawings by the journalist illustrate the 
volume, which is being published by University of Oklahoma Press for the 
Alvord Memorial Commission of the Mississippi Valley Historical Asso­
ciation. 



History Here and There 

THE MEMBERSHIP CAMPAIGN 
To DISTRIBUTE THE BENEFITS of the society's vital program among 
people in all parts of Minnesota is the objective of the state-wide 
membership campaign to be launched on April 75. It will be con­
ducted by a special committee under the energetic leadership of 
Mr. Leonard G. Carpenter of Minneapolis and Mrs. F. K. Weyer­
haeuser of St. Paul as co-chairmen. Serving with them are leaders 
in civic and community affairs not only from the Twin Cities, 
but from Bemidji, Duluth, Rochester, and Winona. 

In announcing the campaign, the society's president, Mr. Harry 
T. Kendall, expressed his conviction that in these critical times 
"there is no better guide for the future than a \nowledge of the 
past." He believes that Minnesotans living in every section and 
every county of the state will safeguard their own interests by 
joining the society, reading its publications, using its unique 
resources, and participating in its activities. 

" T H E MOST DIFFICULT PART of history to obtain is the record of how plain 
men and women lived, and how they were affected by the economic, social, 
and cultural changes of their times; the most fascinating part of history is 
this same record." Thus writes Allan Nevins in an essay entitled "History 
This Side the Horizon," which appears in the October number of the Ver­
mont Quarterly. That the "stuff of history is not something altogether remote 
in time and distant in place" is Mr. Nevins' theme. "History lies all about 
us if we have eyes to see it," he writes. "It lies about us not merely in times 
of war and crisis, but in everyday humdrum times." To illustrate his point, 
he explains an "Oral History Project" planned by Columbia University in 
an "effort to expose and quarry some of the veins of historical material that 
branch all about us." By this means, the university "has undertaken to inter­
view in systematic fashion, according to a well-studied pattern, scores upon 
scores of men and women whose lives seem of significance to the community. 
They are asked, before it is too late, to pour out their reminiscences into the 
faithful ear of a wire recorder." 

A firsthand picture of a historian at work is provided in a slender volume 
of Letters from Uoyd Lewis, Showing Steps in the Research for his Biogra-
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phy of U-S. Grant (Boston, 1950. 83 p.) . Most of the letters were written to 
Lewis' editor at Little, Brown and Company, under whose imprint the pres­
ent book appears. The publishers believe that the letters will serve as "an 
inspiration to scholarship," since they provide "an absorbing revelation of the 
methods of the true scholar at work . . . re-creating one of the great periods 
in the history of American democracy." At close range, the reader sees Lewis 
busily delving into collections of letters in the Newberry Library, the Library 
of Congress, and other depositories, retracing Grant's footsteps, or combing 
newspaper files for reports of his subject. "Those newspapers of 1880," wrote 
Lewis on one occasion, "were very rewarding." He described himself with 
"bound volumes, all over my lap and study," and declared that "from them 
comes a picture, missing, so far as I know, from the biographies." The letters 
date from the spring of 1945 to a few days before Lewis' death four years 
later. 

A useful "Check-list of Current State Historical Society Magazines" has 
been compiled by James Taylor Dunn, librarian of the New York State His­
torical Association, for publication in the October number of New Yor\ 
History. In addition to the title, the list includes for each publication the 
name and address of the publishing institution, the name of the editor, 
the year when the publication was first issued, and the subscription price. 
Mr. Dunn finds that only six of the forty-eight states "are not represented by 
currently published quarterly magazines of local history." Included in. his list 
also are the junior magazines issued during the school year in Minnesota, 
New York, Texas, and Wisconsin. 

In his study of Diplomacy and Indian Gifts (Stanford, California, 1950), 
Wilbur R. Jacobs confines himself to the period from 1748 to 1763; thus he 
is not gready concerned with the Minnesota country and its native tribes. 
Nevertheless, his book will be useful to any student of Indian relations in 
this area, for the writer makes it clear that the "civilizing influence" of 
presents received by the red men from the whites "reached ahead of the fur 
trade far into the wilderness to the Mississippi Valley." Mr. Jacobs stresses 
the importance of "such eighteenth-century items as fabrics, hardware, muni­
tions, food, toys, jewelry, clothing, wampum, and liquors . . . in the com­
plex diplomatic history of Indian politics along the old Northwest frontier." 
Among the chapters of general interest are those on the types and the cost 
of presents used by the British and the French in their dealings with the In­
dians, and on the giving and receiving of presents as "An Old Indian Cus­
tom." 

A valuable descriptive booklet has been issued by the music division of 
the Library of Congress to accompany an album or a long-playing record of 
thirty Songs of the Chippewa (1950. 19 p.) . They were recorded from 1907 
to 1910 on reservations in Minnesota and Wisconsin by Frances Densmore, 
who provides the interesting descriptive text in the present booklet. The songs 



I95I HISTORY HERE AND THERE 59 

now made available to students of Indian history, folklore, and music were 
selected by Miss Densmore from a total of 340 recorded when she made her 
original study of Chippewa music. Included are "songs of their dreams, 
dances and games, songs of the warpath and camp, love songs and the songs 
with which they treated the sick, as well as songs of their religious organi­
zation," the Grand Medicine Society. In an informing introduction, Miss 
Densmore tells how she obtained her records, and describes the accompany­
ing instruments used by the singers. 

The December issue of the Beaver includes Grace Lee Nute's description 
of a journey "Westward with Sir George" Simpson from Mackinac via Lake 
Superior, Fort William, and the border waters to Fort Garry in 1847. The 
narrative is based upon the diary of Frederick Ulrich Graham, a young Eng­
lishman who accompanied Simpson as far as Red River. From that point, 
Graham pushed on across the plains on horseback to the upper Saskatchewan 
and Fort Edmonton, hunting as he went. His diary provides a colorful record 
of buffalo and large game hunts on the western Canadian plains of the mid­
century. 

In an article on the "Early Showboat and Circus in the Upper Valley" of 
the Mississippi, appearing in Mid-America for October, Joseph S. Schick 
calls to the attention of historians two subjects that have been largely over­
looked by students of the theater in the upper Midwest. The writer is par­
ticularly concerned with the showboat, an institution that was "thoroughly 
American" in its origins. Since the rivers "offered the easiest and quickest 
transportation for the troupes and their baggage," Mr. Schick points out, 
"the show boat was a very natural development." He records that "During 
pioneer days it brought the delights of the theater to every city and hamlet 
of consequence along the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers,'' extending north­
ward to the newly settled Minnesota country in the 1850's. The "Banjo," a 
showboat "which had an audience chamber for 800 people, traveled as far 
north as St. Paul" in 1856 and 1858, according to Mr. Schick, and it also 
gave a production at Stillwater in the latter year. 

"To give resumes of the lives and careers of Joseph and Alexis Bailly, and 
to trace as many as possible of their descendants" is Edward C. BaUly's pur­
pose in publishing an article the first installment of which appears in the 
July-September issue of a Canadian journal, Le bulletin des recherches 
historiques. Under the title "Genealogy of the Bailly de Messein Family in 
the United States" the writer presents the record of a family that was to 
contribute toward the development of several states of the Middle West. 
"Joseph BaUly played a prominent part in the early settlement and history of 
the States of Michigan and Indiana," writes Mr. BaUly, and "his oldest son, 
Alexis, was one of the pioneer white settlers and fur traders in the territory 
west of the Mississippi River, which became the State of Minnesota and 
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played there an even more important part in public affairs and in the de­
velopment of that region." The opening section of the narrative is devoted 
almost entirely to Joseph Bailly; the story of his son in Minnesota will be 
covered in a later installment. 

The story of the expedition that Lars Gunderson led "From Minneapolis 
to the Klondike in 1898," which is told by Carl L. Lokke in the December, 
1948, issue of this magazine, is continued by the same writer in volume 16 
of the Norwegian-American Studies and Records (Northfield, 1950). In the 
present article. Dr. Lokke describes Gunderson's travels in search of gold 
"From the Klondike to the Kougarok" beyond Nome, after the members of 
his original Monitor Gold Mining and Trading Company had dispersed. 

That the "reliance of frontier development on eastern capital" is strikingly 
illustrated by the lumber industry is brought out by Arthur R. Reynolds, in 
the December Bulletin of the Business Historical Society, to which he con­
tributes an article on "Sources of Credit for a Frontier Lumber Company: 
The Daniel Shaw Lumber Company as a Type Study." The writer's ex­
amination of the Shaw company's credit arrangements made it clear that 
the firm's leaders "depended heavily upon their eastern friends for the loans 
necessary to weather the financial difficulties of the 1870's and early i88o's." 
But they turned for help also to banks in their own community, as well as 
to those in the neighboring metropolitan centers of St. Paul, Minneapolis, 
and MUwaukee. Mr. Reynolds made his present study as a member of the 
staff of the Minnesota Historical Society's Forest Products History Foun­
dation. 

TELLING THE MINNESOTA STORY 
A record of "Steamboats on the Red" that followed the pioneering "Anson 

Northup" of 1859 and the "International" of 1862 is provided by Molly 
McFadden in the September number of the Beaver. The role in Red River 
traffic of such American transportation leaders as Norman W. Kittson and 
James J. HUl, the organization of the Merchants International Steamboat 
Line by citizens of Manitoba and Minnesota who were attempting to reduce 
freight rates, moonlight excursions on the Red River, distinguished travelers 
who found their way to Winnipeg via Minnesota and the international water­
way, disasters on the winding stream, and the operations of such boats as 
the "Selkirk," the "Keewatin," and the "Swallow" are among the subjects 
discussed. "Not until 1909 did the last steamer run from Minnesota to Win­
nipeg," writes Miss McFadden, "thus bringing to a close fifty years of steam­
boat traffic between the two countries." The issue includes also W. L. 
Morton's penetrating "appreciation of Marcel Giraud's magnificent study of 
the western half-breeds," which appears under the tide "The Canadian 
Metis." Evidence that these Red River people of mixed blood also figure in 
the story of Minnesota is to be found not only in Professor Morton's review. 
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but in one of the illustrations that accompany it — a picture of the seven 
Jerome brothers, typical metis "photographed in Kittson County, Minnesota, 
in 1910." 

"Mando's First Forty Years" of papermaking at International Falls and 
Fort Frances are commemorated in the September-October issue of the 
Mandonian, which is largely devoted to articles about the development of an 
important industry which Minnesota shares with Canada. The concern had 
its beginning, according to a survey of its first two decades, on June 6, 1910, 
when the "first paper machine at International FaUs turned out 17.9 tons of 
standard newsprint." An industry closely related to that of paper manufac­
turing is the subject of an article on "The Golden Age of the Lumberjack"; 
the "availability of power" at International FaUs and its influence in selecting 
a mill site are discussed under the heading "Power Was a Necessity"; the 
"Growth of Papermaking Facilities" is surveyed; the use of "screenings that 
accumulated in the manufacture of paper" to make Insulite and develop a 
new industry is described; and the various subsidiaries that produce power, 
transportation, telephone poles, and newspapers not only for the Minnesota 
and Ontario Paper Company, but for the border area are noted. Some ex­
cellent "Photo Highlights of Mando's Formative Years" and a useful chro­
nology are other features of the issue. 

To a growing list of articles on the artists who pictured the American 
West of the pioneer period, John Francis McDermott has added an inform­
ing review of the career of "Charles Deas: Painter of the Frontier." Its 
appearance in the autumn issue of the Art Quarterly will interest Minne­
sotans, for it includes an account of the artist's sojourn at Fort Snelling in 
1841. While there, according to Mr. McDermott, Deas painted the Falls of 
St. Anthony and the fort itself, as well as portraits of some of the native 
Indians. His charming view of Fort Snelling, which, incidentaUy, was dis­
played by the Minnesota Historical Society in 1949, is among the pictures 
reproduced with the present article. 

Looking toward the observance in 1951 of the centennial of the first Minne­
sota convent of the Sisters of St. Joseph in St. Paul is a little volume by 
Sister Clara Graham entitled Wor\s to the King: Reminiscences of Mother 
Seraphine Ireland (St. Paul, 1950. 103 p.) . Although it is published as a 
"contribution to the record of achievement" by the sisters during a "century 
of activity in Minnesota and adjoining states," the work is in effect a biog­
raphy of the distinguished sister of Archbishop Ireland. From the arrival in 
the frontier village of St. Paul in 1852 of Richard Ireland and his family to 
Mother Seraphine's death in 1930, the writer traces the story of this energetic 
woman's leadership in a religious community. As a record of the growth of 
Catholic education in the Northwest alone the book is significant, for it 
contains accounts of the founding of the College of St. Catherine and of 
scores of schools and academies in Minnesota and North Dakota. 
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The preservation of the site of Fort St. Charles, the Lake of the Woods 
post of the French explorer, La Verendrye, is the golden anniversary project 
planned by the Minnesota Fourth Degree, Knights of Columbus. The organi­
zation expects to "mark the site with a permanent monument and to lay out 
the original lines of the Fort." A leaflet in which the story of the post is 
retold and the marking project is announced has been distributed among the 
seventeen hundred members of the Minnesota group. 

The career of a native of Prussia who "lived under three flags'' and par­
ticipated in the "frontier life of three countries" is the subject of a little 
volume entitled Leaves from the Life of a Pioneer: Being the Autobiography 
of Sometime Senator Emil fulius Meilic\e (Vancouver, B.C., 1948). After 
the writer's parents left Prussia in 1866, they settled in Minnesota, making 
their home first in Winona County. Thence members of the family 
pushed their way westward across the state, making long stops in Blue Earth, 
Jackson, and Cottonwood counties. Mr. Meilicke tells of his growing interest 
in the farmers' welfare — an interest that drew him into the local Grange at 
Good Thunder, developed into active political leadership in the Farmers' 
Alliance, and sent him as a Populist to the Minnesota legislature, first as a 
representative, and then as a senator, in the 1890's. His push westward was 
the result of the successful practice "of seUing out his improved property at 
a profit, and moving on to where land was cheap and could be developed 
and sold once more at a profit." It eventually led him to move on to a still 
newer and more remote frontier in Saskatchewan, which is the locale for the 
latter portion of his narrative. 

The Minnesota Historical Society is among the agencies whose activities 
are reviewed and evaluated in a recent pamphlet on the Saint Paul Com­
munity Arts Survey (1950. 29 p.) . The investigation was conducted by a 
special committee, with Mrs. Irving Clark as chairman. Among those serving 
with her were representatives of nine St. Paul agencies and schools. Among 
the suggestions made is that of using the Minnesota Historical Society's 
junior publication, the Gopher Historian, for the distribution of "interesting 
articles on the background of the various arts in Minnesota."-

A list of articles and documents on "North Star Folklore" appearing in 
the first thirty volumes of Minnesota History (1915-1949) has been compiled 
by Bertha L. Heilbron and published in Western Folklore for October. It 
includes seventy-five items relating to such diverse subjects as Indians legends, 
lumberjack tales and camp life, nationality groups, and folk music. 

The January issue of the Bench and Bar of Minnesota is a golden anniver­
sary number, commemorating the fiftieth anniversary of the reorganization, on 
January 9, 1901, of the Minnesota State Bar Association. The group formed 
in 1883 by a handful of pioneer lawyers and judges was thus trans­
formed into a vital and active organization. The story of the pioneer asso­
ciation is reviewed for the present publication by Ben W. Palmer; and Fred 
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W. Fisher tells of "The Legal Profession in Minnesota," beginning his nar­
rative with Henry H. Sibley's appointment as a justice of the peace in 1836. 

"A Decade of Conservation Reading'' found in the issues of the Conser­
vation Volunteer from 1940 to 1950 is summarized by Alfred L. Nelson in 
its tenth anniversary issue, published in November-December. Editors, con­
tributors, and distribution, as well as subject matter, receive attention in this 
resume. In the same issue appears an appreciation, by Cliff Sakry, of George 
W. Friedrich of the St. Cloud State Teachers CoUege, who is described as the 
"Dean of Conservation Educators" in Minnesota. 

A wealth of information about the Red River trail that passed through 
Stearns County is presented in a souvenir booklet issued in November, 1950, 
when a monument was dedicated to mark the course of the trail at Waite's 
Crossing on the Sauk River (19 p.). Erected under the sponsorship of the 
Stearns County Historical Society, the monument is the gift of the North Star 
Granite Corporation. The course of the trail in Stearns County, the cart trains 
and their drivers, roads leading to and from the crossing, fords and bridges 
at the site — all are described in the present booklet. Attention is given also 
to traffic over the traU and to the Burbank brothers, who built up the stage 
and shipping business between St. Cloud and the Red River country. 

"The Uelands" — Judge Andreas Ueland of Minneapolis and his seven 
children — are the subject of an article by Brenda Ueland in the winter issue 
of the American Scandinavian Review. There is background material, too, 
on Norway and on Ole Gabriel Ueland, the father of Andreas. In writing of 
her Norwegian grandfather, the author recalls his "great influence on the 
legislation of Norway in a liberal direction" during thirty-seven years of 
service as a member of the Storting. 

WHO'S WHO IN THIS ISSUE 

LONG KNOWN to Minnesota readers is JAMES GRAY, author of the address on 

"The University and the Historical Society" which appears as the leading 
article in this issue. A distinguished career as a columnist and dramatic and 
literary critic for the St. Paul Pioneer Press and the Chicago Daily News 
preceded his appointment in 1948 as professor of English in the University 
of Minnesota. Mr. Gray is the author of several novels, as well as of works 
that exploit local history, like The Illinois (1940) and Pine, Stream and 
Prairie: Wisconsin and Minnesota in Profile (1945). His centennial history 
of the University of Minnesota is scheduled for spring publication. 

DR. JOHN FRANCIS MCDERMOTT draws upon a forthcoming study of John 

Caspar Wild and his work as an artist for the present account of the circum­
stances under which the painter's view of Fort Snelling, newly acquired by 
the Minnesota Historical Society, had its origin. The author is a member of the 
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English faculty of Washington University and of the board of trustees of 
the Missouri Historical Society, both of St. Louis. Dr. McDermott has pub­
lished articles about a number of other artists who pictured the frontier; he 
edited a series of Fort Snelling letters for the December, 1950, issue of this 
magazine; and he is the author of several books of Midwest interest. 

DR. FRANK KLEMENT is assistant professor of history in Marquette Uni­
versity, Milwaukee. His interest in Civil War history has resulted in the 
present review of "The Abolition Movement in Minnesota," as weU as in 
articles published in West Virginia History, the Wisconsin Magazine of His­
tory, and other journals. To the Abraham Lincoln Quarterly for December, 
1950, he contributed an account of "Jane Grey Swisshelm and Lincoln." 

The Reverend VINCENT TEGEDER is a member of the Benedictine order 
and of the faculty of St. John's University at Collegeville, where he is chair­
man of the division of the social sciences and assistant professor of history. 
He has contributed articles and book reviews to the Mississippi Valley His­
torical Review and the Catholic Historical Review. WhUe directing a series 
of radio broadcasts on "St. John's in the Territorial Period" during the 
Centennial year, he became interested in the history of his own locality. He 
is an active member of the Stearns County Historical Society. 

To open the book review section. DR. PHILIP D . JORDAN evaluates a monu­
mental work on The Old Northwest. The reviewer, who is professor of his­
tory in the University of Minnesota, is familiar to readers of this magazine 
as the author of many contributions, particularly on Minnesota folklore. 
Among his books are The National Road and a forthcoming study of public 
health in Minnesota. Others who contribute book reviews to the current issue 
are JOHN BAKELESS of Seymour, Connecticut, author of a definitive study of 
the explorers Lewis and Clark and of other historical works, including a 
newly published book entitled The Eyes of Discovery; PROFESSOR RICHARD C . 
OVERTON of the school of commerce in Northwestern University at Evanston, 
a well-known authority on railroad history; DR. KENNETH BJORK, professor 
of history and chairman of the social science division in St. Olaf College, 
Northfield; PROFESSOR CARLTON C . QUALEY of the history faculty in Carleton 
College, Northfield; HERBERT KRAUSE, novelist and professor of English in 
Augustana College, Sioux Falls, South Dakota; DR. CARL L . LOKKE, chief 
of the foreign affairs section in the National Archives, Washington, D . C ; 
MAUD HART LOVELACE of Garden City, New York, widely read novelist and 
writer of children's books; and three members of the society's staff — D R . 
GRACE LEE NUTE, research associate, LUCILE M . KANE, curator of manu­
scripts, and BERTHA L . HEILBRON, editor of this magazine. 
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