














from Pennsylvania to the Pacific Coast and
from Texas to the Northern provinces of
Canada, including the great States of the
Middle West, the Northwest, Southwest
and the Far West, in addition to reaching
the entire section of the Canadian North-
west. It reaches the best people in all the
towns and country in this great prosperous
field. It is consulted by investors and home-
seekers throughout that section, reli-
able, interesting and always profitable to
investors. It is read carefully and retained
for reference in home and counting houses.
“You can’t cover the West and the North-
west without the Northwest.”” 7

Lending substance to this statement is
the fact that twenty-three states and ter-
ritories were represented in letters to the
editor appearing in a group of issues
picked at random. In addition to the two
states (Minnesota and Oregon) and four
territories ( Dakota, Montana, Idaho, and
Washington) of the Northwest, the list
includes Indiana, Towa, Kansas, Kentucky,
Massachusetts, Michigan, Missouri, Ne-
braska, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New
York, North Carolina, Ohic, Pennsylvania,
Texas, West Virginia, and Wisconsin.

The circulation of the Northwest Maga-
zine ranged from about twelve thousand to
more than forty thousand. In 1899 it
claimed “the loyal support of nearly 30,000
subscribers and 150,000 friendly readers.”®
The high point in its circulation was
reached in 1902, when Victor Smalley took
the magazine to Chicago in an attempt to
make it a national publication under the
name of Smalley’s Magazine. The venture
failed, however, and the magazine sus-
pended publication in 1904.

Eugene Smalley was a man of varied
interests. He was a member, and for many
years president, of the St. Paul Chamber
of Commerce, and he belonged to the
G.A.R. and the Sons of the American Revo-
lution. He was actively interested in state
politics, particularly the Republican party.
He knew personally at least seven presi-
dents, and he was a trusted personal friend
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ot both Hayes and Garfield. His newspaper

work brought him into close contact with
many of the men who organized the Re-
publican party and served as its leaders for
its first thirty years. As a political corres-
pondent, Smalley traveled in nearly every
state in the Union, and on some occasions
he ascended the stump in support of the
party. He wrote extensively on politics,
publishing  The  Republican ~ Manual
(1880), and a History of the Republican
Party (1884) to which in 1896 he added a
Political History of Minnesota from a Re-
publican Point of View. Among his other
writings was an appendix to the Encyclo-
pedia Britannica on American Journalism
(1884 ). Smalley also revised and rewrote
Henry ]. Winser’s guidebook to The Great
Northwest (1886).

How many people settled on Northern
Pacific lands as a result of Smalley’s work
in the Northwest Magazine can only be
surmised. His success, however, is reflected
in that of the Northern Pacific’s whole
campaign of advertising. One has only to
view that railroad and the region it serves
today to find evidence that its advertising
program was successful, and that its propa-
ganda paid.

Although they cannot be reduced to
figures, the results attained by the North-
west Magazine doubtless far surpassed the
fondest hopes of the railroad officials who
launched the project. After his death at
the close of the century, Smalley’s personal
success was summed up in fitting manner
by a colleague. “His magazine was read
everywhere, and the good it accomplished
received almost universal acknowledge-
ment,” the writer declared.® He undoubt-
edly expressed also the sentiments of the
thousands who received their first impres-
sions of the Northwest and its wealth from
Eugene Smalley’s periodical.

"Victor H. Smalley, in Rowell's American
Newspaper Directory, 1903, p. 507.

* Rowell's  American Newspaper
1899, p. 520.

! Northwest Magazine, January, 1900, p- 34.
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