











NURSING THEN AND NOW

Nursing in. Ohio: A History. By James H. and
Mary Jane RopapavcH. (Columbus, The
Ohio State Nurses' Association, 1951. x,
273 p.  Mustrations.  $4.00.)

Reviewed by Jonathan Forman, M.D.

BEGINNING with the kindly disposed females
with a flare for caring for the sick in pioneer
days, and continuing to our present great lack
of nurses of all kinds, the authors, professional
historians that they are, have given us a power-
ful and interesting story. Here, also, is a socio-
historical record of the growth and social
integration of a great public service group.
The authors’ path leads to the work, belore
and during the Civil War, of the nuns of the
Catholic nursing orders imported by the bishop
of Cincinnati and of their later Protestant
equivul(-*nts — the deaconesses. The Civil War
proved once and for all that women were
needed both in war and peace to soothe, to
sustain the sick and the wounded, to admin-
ister on time the care and the medicine ordered
by the doctor, and to record and report
promptly any significant changes in a patient’s
condition which a trained eye could detect.

The authors describe briefly the history of
each of the many hospitals that were going up
toward the end of the nineteenth century all
aver Ohio in response to the ever-iucrcusing
success of surgery after it had both anesthetics
and asepsis. Since these institutions were un-
able to retain or recruit nurses in sufficient
numbers from among religious orders, they
had to turn to lay graduates of high schools.
To these young girls they offered a two-years’
training course with allowances of spending
money, free tuitions, and books. Upon gradu-
ation, they received diplomas and pins and
went forth as members of a noble profession
to earn twenty-five dollars a week with free
meals while on the job.

Then came the great deluge of scientific
facts, followed by the “elevation™ of educa-
tional standards, and the lengthening of the
nursing course from two to three and four
vears. Expenses increased both for nurses and
patients, until a point has been reached at
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which society, both individually and co-opera-
tively, can scarcely pay even the cost of
hospital care and nursing in case of a major ill-
ness, That the only solution to the problem is
to do away with sickness is the thought
aroused in the mind of a medical historian and
editor by this excellent history of nursing in
Ohio.

IOWA MEDICINE

A HISTORY of One Hundred Years of lowa
Medicine has been published by the Iowa
State Medical Society to mark its centennial
(483 p.). The organization’s role in Iowa med-
icine since its founding at Burlington in June,
1850, is fully treated. Its history, however,
serves merely to introduce a story of far wider
interest and significance. Included are chap-
ters on medical education and journalism in
Towa, on hospitals, on the state medical
library, on the board of health, on nursing and
public health nursing, on pharmacy, on psy-
c-hiatry, on women in medicine, and on the
services of Jowa doctors in three wars, Inform-
ing extracts from the diary of a pioneer physi-
cian, Dr. J. M. Shaffer of Keokuk, form the
substance of one chapter.

AS SAID BY THE MAYOS

“IF THERE IS a sixth sense, it is intuition,
that instinctive summing up of memories and
other evidences collected by the special senses
and correlated in man’s consciousness.” This is
only one of the many Aphorisms of C. H.
Mayo and William J. Mayo collected by Dr.
Fredrick A. Willius, a member of the Mayo
Clinic staff, and published as a slight volume
(109 p.). These assembled remarks and say-
ings add a peculiarly human touch to the
almost legendary figures of the brothers who
brought fame to the Minnesota prairie town of
Rochester.,

CENSUS RECORDS

UNDER the title Population Schedules, 1800-
1870, the National Archives has published a
convenient guide to the census schedules in
its custody (217 p.). It takes the form of a
work arranged alphabetically by states and
territories, with a breakdown by counties and
major cities. Listed in the volume are census
records for eighty of Minnesota’s eighty-seven
counties. R.M.B,

AINNESOTA History



Minnesota
Historical Society

Copyright of Minnesota History is the property of the Minnesota
Historical Society and its content may not be copied or emailed to
multiple sites or posted to a listserv without the copyright holder’s
express written permission. Users may print, download, or emalil
articles, however, for individual use.

To request permission for educational or commercial use, contact us.

1/[ www.mnhs.org/mnhistory


http://www.mnhs.org/mnhistory�
mailto:permissions@mnhs.org?subject=Minnesota History magazine - Request permission for commercial or educational use�
www.mnhs.org/mnhistory�
http://www.mnhs.org/�

