






to make correspondence, reports, and minute 
books of the leading American railroads avail­
able to scholars. The IC guide classifies into 
categories for easy reference some four hun­
dred thousand letters, over a hundred boxes 
of miscellaneous material, and two thousand 
bound volumes of account books. In addition, 
the terms of office of directors and officials are 
included, along with a listing of maps. All this 
material is carefully indexed at the end of the 
volume. Happily, the work is authored by one 
of the compilers of the Burlington guide, and 
it shows the same care and thoroughness 
which characterized that earlier book. 

Although the Illinois Central has in Minne­
sota only a freight line twenty miles long from 
Lyle to Glenville and another extending ten 
miles in the southwestern corner of the state, 
the Guide should be of interest to North Star 
historians. The letters of the "Main Line of 
Mid-America's" officials, for example, concern 
many and diverse problems of operating, traffic 
management, and regulatory methods ad­
dressed to people all over the nation. In addi­
tion, the Albert Lea Gateway, where the IC 
interchanges with the Minneapolis and St. 
Louis, is a standard and accepted freight 
routing between the Twin Cities and Chicago. 
In other years it was also a fairly important 
passenger artery from points in Minnesota to 
the Windy City. 

It is to be hoped that more railroads will 
find the Newberry and other libraries suitable 
places to deposit valuable material which will 
aid historians and wi'iters in the future. Fully 
as important, however, is the classification of 
this material for ready use. On both points 
Newberry ranks high! 

GOLD S T R I K E 

An Alaskan Gold Mine: The Story of No. 9 
Above. By LELAND H . CARLSON. (Evanston, 

Northwestern University Press, 1951. xii, 
178 p. Illustrations. $3.50.) 

Reviewed by Carl L. Lokke 

WHEN REX BEACH died in 1949 the New 
York Times reported that Hollywood had pro­
duced The Spoilers four times. Whether 
through reading this best sefler of 1906, or 
seeing the movie, or both, thousands of Amer­
icans owe to this rugged figure their impres­

sions of the Nome gold rush. It was only a 
question of time perhaps before a scholar 
imbued with the spirit of Ranke would appear 
and attempt to tell from the written records 
how "it really was." He has appeared in the 
person of Professor Leland H. Carlson. Readers 
of Pacific coast historical quarterlies know his 
articles on Nome. In the present volume he 
has brought together several articles on an 
Anvil Creek claim that were first published in 
the Covenant Quarterly of Chicago. The book, 
a model of historical investigation, is based 
largely on court records. 

Here are recounted the ramifications of a 
controversy which originated in November, 
1898, when P. H. Anderson, a missionary at 
the Swedish Evangelical Covenant mission 
station in Cheenik, secured for twenty dollars 
the mine known as No. 9 Above. The purchase 
price in no way suggested the potential value. 
In 1900 alone No. 9 Above produced $175,000 
in net proceeds (how did it elude the grasp of 
Alexander McKenzie?); two years later Attor­
ney Conrad M. Thuland of Nome, a former 
student at the University of Minnesota, pro­
nounced it "the richest claim on Anvil Creek." 
Thus the question arose as to whether the 
claim belonged to Anderson, two Eskimo boys, 
or the Covenant mission. The case dragged 
through the courts for years. Finally, in 1920, 
when the circuit court of Cook County dis­
missed the case against Anderson, the costly 
litigation came to an end. 

The story of No. 9 Above resembles. Dr. 
Carlson concludes, the fable of the person who 
killed the goose that laid the golden eggs. It 
does indeed. One wonders whether the historv 
of this gold mine would have been different 
had Anderson's Nemesis, missionary Nels O. 
Hultberg, not left for the United States just 
three weeks before the Anvil Creek discovery. 
The strife over No. 9 Above and other rich 
claims may explain why Tollef L. Brevig, the 
Norwegian Lutheran Synod's observant mis­
sionary at Teller, recorded no regrets at not 
securing a gold mine. 

MR. LOKKE is a member of the staff of the 
National Archives. He is engaged in tvriting 
a book on an expedition which left Minne­
apolis for the Alaskan gold fields in 1898. A 
preliminary chapter appeared in the issue of 
this magazine for December, 1948. 
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N U R S I N G T H E N A N D NOW 

Nursing in. Ohio: A History. By JAMES H . and 
MARY JANE RODABAUGH. (Columbus, The 

Ohio State Nurses' Association, 1951. x, 
273 p. Illustrations. $4.00.) 

Reviewed by Jonathan Forman, M.D. 

BEGINNING with the kindly disposed females 
with a flare for caring for the sick in pioneer 
days, and continuing to our present great lack 
of nurses of all kinds, the authors, professional 
historians that they are, have given us a power­
ful and interesting story. Here, also, is a socio-
historical record of the growth and social 
integration of a great public service group. 
The authors' path leads to the work, before 
and during the Civil War, of the nuns of the 
Cathohc nursing orders imported by the bishop 
of Cincinnati and of their later Protestant 
equivalents — the deaconesses. The Civil War 
proved once and for all that women were 
needed both in war and peace to soothe, to 
sustain the sick and the wounded, to admin­
ister on time the care and the medicine ordered 
by the doctor, and to record and report 
promptly any significant changes in a patient's 
condition which a ti-ained eye could detect. 

The authors describe briefly the history of 
each of the many hospitals that were going up 
toward the end of the nineteenth century all 
over Ohio in response to the ever-increasing 
success of surgery after it had both anesthetics 
and asepsis. Since these institutions were un­
able to retain or recruit nurses in sufficient 
numbers from among religious orders, they 
had to turn to lay graduates of high schools. 
To these young girls they offered a two-years' 
training course with allowances of spending 
money, free tuitions, and books. Upon gradu­
ation, they received diplomas and pins and 
went forth as members of a noble profession 
to earn twenty-five dollars a week with free 
meals while on the job. 

Then came the great deluge of scientific 
facts, followed by the "elevation" of educa­
tional standards, and the lengthening of the 
nursing course from two to three and four 
years. Expenses increased both for nurses and 
patients, until a point has been reached at 

DR. FOHM.\N is professor of the history of 

medicine in Ohio State University. 

which society, both individually and co-opera­
tively, can scarcely pay even the cost of 
hospital care and nursing in case of a major ill­
ness. That the only solution to the problem is 
to do away with sickness is the thought 
aroused in the mind of a medical historian and 
editor by this excellent history of nursing in 
Ohio. 

I O W A M E D I C I N E 

A HISTORY of One Hundred Years of Iowa 
Medicine has been published by the Iowa 
State Medical Society to mark its centennial 
(483 p . ) . The organization's role in Iowa med­
icine since its founding at Burlington in June, 
1850, is fully treated. Its history, however, 
serves merely to introduce a story of far wider 
interest and significance. Included are chap­
ters on medical education and journalism in 
Iowa, on hospitals, on the state medical 
library, on the board of health, on nursing and 
pubhc health nursing, on pharmacy, on psy­
chiatry, on women in medicine, and on the 
services of Iowa doctors in three wars. Inform­
ing extracts from the diary of a pioneer physi­
cian, Dr. J. M, Shaffer of Keokuk, form the 
substance of one chapter, 

AS S A I D BY T H E M A Y O S 

"IF THERE IS a sixth sense, it is intuition, 
that instinctive summing up of memories and 
other evidences collected by the special senses 
and correlated in man's consciousness,'' This is 
only one of the many Aplwrisms of C. H. 
Mayo and William J. Mayo collected by Dr, 
Fredrick A, Willius, a member of the Mayo 
Clinic staff, and published as a slight volume 
(109 p, ) . These assembled remarks and say­
ings add a peculiarly human touch to the 
almost legendary figures of the brothers who 
brought fame to the Minnesota prairie town of 
Rochester, 

CENSUS RECORDS 

UNDER the title Popidation Schedules, 1800-
1870, the National Archives has published a 
convenient guide to the census schedules in 
its custody (217 p , ) . It takes the form of a 
work arranged alphabetically by states and 
territories, with a breakdown by counties and 
major cities. Listed in the volume are census 
records for eighty of Minnesota's eighty-seven 
counties. R.M.B. 
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