




















in the 1920’s — a monument to all the “Bigger
and Better” slogans of the time.

Gilbert C. Fite has written an interesting
account of the Mount Rushmore project and
the University of OkJahoma Press has pub-
lished a well-made, handsome book. No doubt
it is historically correct as to what happened
when, and as such has its place. However, the
wrangles both private and public which sur-
rounded the project do not make pretty read-
ing. The account makes Borglum out to be a
rather petty man with a Barnum complex,
which is a pity considering that he left a large
body of fine work. Yet, because of the size of
the Mount Rushmore project, Borglum’s name
will always be associated with it rather than
with the sensitive and beautiful seulptures he
made, such as the head of Lincoln at Spring-
field.

DETROIT DOCTORS

Doctors under Three Flags. By Fanmie An-
pERSON. (Detroit, Wayne Universjty Press,
1951, x, 185 p. Hlustrations.)

Reviewed by Mary Jane Rodabaugh

THIS IS the story of the development of med-
ical practice in Detroit from 1701 to 1837.
Mrs, Anderson has produced more than a mere
record of the contributions of various physi-
cians to the growth of medicine in this area.
Medical history has bheen carefully integrated
with local history. This fully annotated ac-
count brings to our attention the similarity of
the diseases and treatments in the Northwest
Territory and even the fact that a number of
physicians who practiced in Detroit also served
in other communities of the territory.

With the first French settlement of this re-
gion, the importance of the care of the sick
and infirm was recognized. Cadillac attempted
to found a hospital, but he was unable to re-
alize his plans, and the first hospital was not
founded in Detroit until 1845,

The problems of health and provisions for
medical care continued under the British oc-
cupation of the area. During this period the

MRS. RODABAUGH is managing editor of the
Ohio Nurses Review and co-author with her
husband of a recent history of nursing in Ohio.
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physicians were appointed by the British army
and were trained in various European centers.
But it was not until 1791 that Dr. Herman
Eberts, one of the first medical practitioners
to go to Detroit without some governmenta]
or military connection, arrived in the settle-
ment. Born and educated in Europe, Dr.
Eberts served the community until 1819. From
his case book Mrs. Anderson has recorded an
account of this physician’s treatments, medi-
cines, and payments.

As the settlement grew. more doctors moved
into the area. By the outbreak of the War of
1812 there were five civilian doctors living jn
or near Detroit. These men were products of
the apprenticeship system of medical training.
By 1819 they had formed the Michigan Ter-
ritory Medical Society and had secured an act
“to incorporate medical societies for the pur-
pose of regulating the practice of Physic and
Surgery in the Territory of Michigan.” By
1837 Michigan had achieved statehood and
Detroit had grown into a thriving commercial
center. No hospital had been established, how-
ever, and it was still impossible for a doctor
to acquire his education within the state by
any method other than apprenticeship. The
regulation of the practice of medicine was still
in the hands of the medical societies, but the
development of various cults and quacks was
proof of their failure.

Mrs. Anderson has made good use of a
wealth of material. Her account js thoroughly
documented and contains an extensive biblio-
graphy. The reader would find an index useful.
patticularly since there are so many individ-
uals mentioned. This book is truly a contribu-
tion to local and medical history.

MINNESOTA FIRST

THE CHAIN of events which made “Minneso-
ta the first state to respond to Lincoln’s call
for troops™ after the fall of Fort Sumter is re-
counted by Bruce Catton in Mr. Lincoln’s
Army (1951). He points out that Governor
Ramsey’s presence in Washington on the fate-
ful day gave to the First Minnesota Volunteer
Infantry the distinction of being the “first regi-
ment to be offered for Federal service in the
war.” In make-shift uniforms consisting  of
“black felt hats, black pants, and lumberjacks’
shirts of checkered red.” the men were mus-
tered in at Fort Snelling.
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THIS section is devoted to comments about articles and
books of special interest to the Minnesota reader, whether
or not he is historically minded. All items can be found
at the Minnesota Historical Society.

Reading HINTS for Minnesotans

THE RUNE STONE

ARCHAEOLOGICAL and other evidences of
“Norsemen in North America before Colum-
bus” are discussed by Johannes Brgndsted in
the 1950 Aurbgger for Nordisk Oldkyndighed
og Historie (Copenhagen, 1951). Along with
the Canadian “Beardmore Find” and the
“Newport Tower,” the writer examines the
“Kensington Stone.” Of the inscription on the
Minnesota stone Mr. Brgndsted writes: “The
doubts of its genuineness expressed by most
expert philologists are so strong that for the
present we must reject the Kensington stone
from the source material of research. As
matters stand, ooe cannot reconstruct Amer-
ican pre-Columbian history on the evidence
of this stone.”

LAHONTAN’S LONG RIVER

CITING THE disagreements that have existed
among students of Lahontan from the eight-
eenth century down to the present, Viateur
Ravary in the Revue d'Histoire de U Amérique
Francaise for March, 1952, has made a search-
ing analysis of Lahontan’s account of his
discovery of “La Riviére Longue,” first made
public in the latter's Nowuteaux Voyages.
Lahontan’s claim to the discovery of the pas-
sage to the West by way of the Long River has
loog been disputed, but this article is the first
systematic presentation of evidence to support
the assertion that Lahontan fabricated the
story of the stream in order to make his book
celebrated and popular.

M. Ravary, in his analysis, poses various
questions about the authenticity of information
in Labontan’s narrative. For example, when
Lahontan returmed from “La Riviére Longue”
in 1689, why didn’t he announce the discovery
of an important passage to the West? Why
was he silent, even when he could have used
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the information to defend himself, until his
book appeared in 17037 Some scholars claim
that Lahontan really explored the Minnesota
River and called it “La Riviere Longue.” Why,
then, after spending more than a month on
the river, did he describe it as straight? La-
hontan wrote of tribes of Indians he met on
the river and said that there were twenty
thousand warriors. Why didn’t Nicolas Perrot,
who was on the Minnesota a year later, see
these same Indians? Why didn’t the Indians
tell Perrot about so notable an event as the
visit of a party of white men? Why did Lahon-
tan go on his expedition in the dead of winter,
traveling by canoe?

M. Ravary believes that the answers to these
questions add up to the conclusion that the
story of the marvelous river is a fabrication,
despite Stephen Leacock’s assertion that La-
hontan, who writes Jike a gentleman and a
man of honor, “wouldn’t and couldn’t lie.”

LuciLe M. KANE

FRENCH EXPLORER

THE TRAVELS of members of the La Véren-
drye family in what is now Manitoba are care-
fully traced by Clifford Wilson in the Canadian
Historical Review for March. He writes under
the title “La Vérendrye Reaches the Saskatche-
wan,” and concludes that lthe Chevalier made
the jouwrney in 1739 “by way of Lake St. Mar-
tin and Lake Winnipeg, not by way of the
Meadow Portage, Lake Winnipegosis, and
Mossy Portage,” as most historians have be-
lieved.

DOCTOR IN THE FUR TRADE

DR. JOHN McLOUGHLIN'S early experi-
ences as a “Border Chieftain” in the Rainy
Lake area are recorded by Grace Lee Nute in
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the Beaver for March. She deals with the doe-
tor’s adventures as a trader ip the Minnesota
border lake country during the two decades
that preceded his removal to Oregon in 1824.

TRADERS’ FIREARMS

IN AN informing article on “Gunmakers for
the American Fur Coropany,” published in the
New-York Historical Society Quarterly for
April, Jobn E. Parsons reveals that in 1828
the company was handling three types of arms.
These were rifles of the “Lancaster” and
“English” patterns, and “North West” guns.
From the papers of the company, Mr. Parsons
has gleaned many bits of information about the
use of such firearms in the [ur trade of the up-
per Mississippi, as well as elsewhere. Among
his illustrations are two sketches made by
Frank B. Mayer at Traverse des Sioux in 1851,
showing a half-breed and an Indian carrying
rifles.

CANADIAN HALF-BREEDS

NOW AVAILABLE for the first time in Eng-
lish is Marcel Giraud’s classic Le métis canadi-
en, Son rdle dans Uhistoire des provinces de
POuest (Paris, 1945). This important work bas
been translated by Harold S. Boedeker of Blue
Earth, who has presented a typewritten copy
to the Minnesota Historical Society. Consist-
ing of 1,738 pages, it can be consulted by
those who are interested in the society’s manu-
script division.

MAIL FOR MANITOBA

“THE POSTAL HISTORY of Red River,
British North America” is closely related to
the history of Minnesota in the mid-nineteenth
century, according to an article by Dr. Mur-
ray Campbell in the Papers of the Historical
and Scientific Society of Manitoba for 1951.
A map of “Mail Routes” followed by carriers
from Fort Garry and other points north of the
border shows connections with numerous Min-
nesota settlements, including St. Peter’s, Crow
Wing, Sauk Rapids, Fort Snelling, and George-
town. Among Minnesotans who helped their
Canadian neighbors send and receive mail
were Norman W. Kittson, Joseph Rolette, and
Henry H. Sibley. The boats that carried mail,
as well as passengers and freight, after 1859
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are the subject of an article on “Steamboating
on the Red” by Molly McFadden, in the Mani-
toba society’s Papers for 1952. To the same
number, J. L. Johnston contributes an article
on “Lord Gordon Gordon” in which new ma-
terial on the Lritish swindler’s operations in
Minnesota is incjuded.

PICTORIAL MIDWEST

WITH METICULOUS care, John Francis
McDermott has assembled all available in-
formation about “Samuel Seymour: Pioneer
Artist of the Plains and the Rockies.” and his
findings have been published by the Smithson-
ian Institotion in its Report for 1950 (p. 497-
509). Since Seymour penetrated the Minneso-
ta country as early as 1823, when he accom-
panied Major Stephen H. Long on a journey
of exploration to the upper Mississippi, the
Red River, and the Lake of the Woods, his
career is of more than ordinary interest for
Minnesotans. Mr, McDermott believes that
Seymour “was the first man with any artistic
skill to travel through”™ much of this area
“sketchbook in hand, and the first views of
many famous spots were no doubt those taken
by him.”

The same author contributes a well-iflus-
trated account of “Henry Lewis and His Views
of Western Scenery” to the April number of
Antigues. Drawing largely upon contemporary
St. Louis newspapers, Mr. McDermott tells
of Lewis trips to the upper Mississippi in the
1840’s, and of the panorama, the illustrated
book, and the separate paintings in which he
recorded his impressions. Of the atter, he
writes, only a handful remain today, and the
“Minnesota Historical Society has by far the
largest collection.”

Lewis’ lithographs, as well as those of ].
C. Wild and Edwin Whitefield, are among the
prints discussed by John Ramsay in an article
on albums of “The American Scene in Litho-
graph” in the issue of Antigues for September,
1951.

INDIAN SKETCHES

FRANK B. MAYER, the Baltimore artist who
recorded both in words and in pictures the
events of the Minnesota treaties of 1851, is
one of the artists represented in a group of
Letters to Alfred Jacob Miller which have been
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edited by Marvin C. Ross and issued in a
mimeographed pamphlet by the Walters Art
Gallery of Baltimore. To one familiar with
Mayer’s sketches of Minnesota Indians a letter,
written from Paris on March 5, 1865, is of
special interest, for it gives evidence of the
artist’s continued concern for the subject that
attracted him to the upper Northwest. “1 am
now engaged on my ‘Indian Thanksgiving,” ”
Mayer reports to his former teacher. “It is
like a new life to work on something I feel to
be my own & I have no higher ambition than
to place ray pame near yours as a painter of
Indians for I think that your Indian pictures
are the best things of the kind yet produced.”

ARTIST-SURVEYOR

THE WORK of Jobn Mix Stanley, the artist
who accompanied Governor Stevens on his Pa-
cific railroad survey from St. Paul to the west
coast in 1858, is the subject of a detailed chap-
ter of Robert Taft’s “Pictorial Record of the
Old West” appearing in the Kansas Historical
Quarterly for February. Stanley contributed a
number of interesting Minnesota views to Stev-
ens’ published Report of the survey. Among
them is a well-known lithograph of St. Paul in
1853. Mr. Taft reports that in 1854, after re-
turning to Washington, D. C., Stanley used his
field sketches in the preparation of a pano-
rama of the “Western Wilds.”

TRAVELING MISSIONARY

BASED UPON the autobiography of a Metho-
dist missionary who served in the Minnesota
Country in the late 1830’s is the 1951 Christ-
mas volume published by the Torch Press of
Cedar Rapids, Iowa. The narrative, which is
entitled Going West: The Pioneer Work of Al-
fred Brunson, has been prepared for publica-
tion by J. Christian Bay, librarian emeritus of
the John Crerar Library of Chicago. Brunson’s
work among Sioux and Chippewa, on Lake
Pepin, at Fort Snelling, on the upper Mississip-
pi at Sauk Rapids and Little Falls, and on the
St. Croix is recorded, often in his own words,

MISSiSSIPP| IMPRESSIONS

READERS of Minnesota travel litérai\;re v&-ril]
be interested in a new edition of Anthony
Trollope’s North America, edited by Donald
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Smalley and Bradford A. Booth (New York,
1951). Its publication by Alfred Koopf puts
into print once again the English novelist’s
colorful account of an upper Mississippi steam-
boat voyage while the Civil War was in
progress, as well as of the cities and scenic
attractions at the head of navigation. In Trol-
lope’s opinion, “the finest stretch of the river
was that immediately above Lake Pepin,”
which he saw in “all the glory of the setting
sun. It was like fairy land,” he writes, “so
bright were the golden hues, so fantastic were
the shapes of the hills, so broken and twisted
the course of the waters!”

GOURMET’'S DELIGHT

TWO RECENT articles on wild rice give evi-
dence of the wide demand for this native
Minnesota product, which was once an essen-
tial item of diet for red men and traders and
is now a delicacy much sought after by gour-
mets. The narratives, by Edward Taube and
Donald Lawrence, appear respectively in the
December, 1951, issues of the Scientific Month-
ly and the Minnesota Naturalist. Mr. Taube
draws upon the writings of travelers, explorers,
and traders who mention the grain, and he
describes native methods of harvesting and
curing it. The conservation of the state’s wild
rice resources is Mr. Lawrence’s chief concern.

INDIAN POETRY

“As my eyes search the prairie

I feel the summer in the spring.”
This Chippewa “Spring Song” is among those
quoted in a volume on the Poelry of the
American Indian by A. Grove Day (New York,
1951). For his chapter on the verse of the
“Hunters of the Eastern Woodlands,” jnclud-
ing the Chippewa, the author draws extensive-
ly upon the writings of Frances Densmore and
Henry R. Schoolcraft.

LITERARY PAUL BUNYAN

THE PAUL BUNYAN of twenticth-century
literature and the “disappearing oral hero of
the lumberjacks were different creatures, with
different origins and histories,” writes Marshall
W. Fishwick in the winter, 1952, issue of the
Yale Review. Picturing “The Folk Hero as Ty-
coon,” the writer retells the story of William
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B. Laughead's advertising pamphlet of 1914,
commissioned for the Red River Lumber Com-
pany by Archie D. Walker of Minneapolis.
According to Mr. Fishwick, “Walker may be
thought of as Paul’s literary grandfather.” The
author cites various attacks on this literary
Paul, among them one by Carleton C. Ames
published in Minnesota History for March,
1940. A contrasting point of view is tauken by
Rodney C. Loehr in the Journal of American
Folklore for October—December, 1951. There
he presents “Some More Light on Paul Bun-
yan” based upon material assembled for the
Forest Products History Foundation of the
Minnesota Historical Society. Stories of Paul’s
exploits told to members of the foundation’s
staff in recent interviews are here recorded.

FOLKLORE BONANZA

TWO recent books of special interest to folk-
lore enthusiasts are A Treasury of Western
Folklore edited by B. A. Botkin (1951. 806
p.), and A Guide to American Folklore by
Levette ]J. Davidson (1951. 132 p.). Mr. Bot-
kin's bulky work makes available in a single
volume a vast mass of lore relating largely to
the Plains and the Far West. The compact
book by Miss Davidson contains useful sug-
gestions for the collector, as well as valuable
bibliographical references.

INDIAN MEDICINE

DATA COLLECTED by Frances Densmore
among the Chippewa on Minnesota reserva-
tions is used extensively by August C. Mahr
in an article on “Materia Medica and Therapy
among the North American Forest Indians,”
which appears in the Quarterly of the Ohio
State Archaeological and Historical Society
for October, 1951. For example, the author
quotes Miss Densmore’s description of the
“Midé sweating lodge,” and explains its nmedi-
cal significance. Some of the objects used by
Indians in the treatment of the sick are illus-
trated with the narrative.

FRONTIER EPIDEMIC

“THE FIRST Contribution to a Medical Jour-
na) from Minnesota,” written by Dr. George F.
Turner and published in the New-York Journal
of Medicine and the Collaterul Sciences for
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July, 1848, is the subject of an article by
James Eckman in the October, 1951, number
of Minnesota Medicine. The writer not only
reprints in its entirety Dr. Turner’s report of
an epidemic of scarlet fever at Fort Snelling
in the winter of 1847-48, but he preseots a
wealth of information about this pioneer army
surgeon and the problems he faced during
more than a decade of service on the Minne-
sota frontier. From St. Paul, Kaposia, and
even from far-off Leech Lake, Dr. Turner re-
ceived appeals for belp, and he responded to
them all.  Such men as Henry H. Sibley and
Franklin Steele were his associates at the fort,
which is pictured with the article.

GERMANS IN NEW ULM

SOCIAL life in New Ulm in the late 1850’
and early 1860’s is the subject of a narrative
published serially under the title “Deutsche
Geselligkeit an der Indianergrenze” in the Sun-
day issues of the New York Staats-Zeitung und
Herold from October 7 to November 11, 1951,
The author, Hermann E. Rothfuss of Western
Michigan College, assembled his material at
the Minnesota Historical Society.

GIFTS FROM OVERSEAS

THE ORIGINS of mapy Minnesota festivals
can be traced to the Old World customs of
immigrant groups, according to Robert Meyer,
Jr., whose Festivals U.S.A. (New York, 1950)
provides a record of such events for every
state in the Union. The St. Paul winter carni-
val, the canoe derby of the voyageur country,
the annual Indian pow-wow at White Earth,
the St. Paul Festival of Nations, the Minneapo-
lis aquatennial — all these and half a dozen
others are described. The author also provides
genera] information about the state that might
be useful to tourists.

MIDWEST FARM LIFE

TYPICAL of farm life in Minnesota as well
as in lowa is the picture sketched by Merrill
E. Jarchow of Carleton College in two articles
published in the Iowa Journal of History for
October, 1951, and April, 1952. Appearing
under the titles “Life on a Jones County Farm”
and “Social Lite of an Jowa Farm Family,’
both are based upon diaries kept from 1873
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to 1912 by Saruh Jane Kimball. “One of the
most faithful chroniclers of agrarian life in
lowa,” Miss Kimball lived on the farm she
describes continuously from 1856. Dean Jar-
chow, who is known to Minnesotans as the
author of The Earth Brought Forth, a history
of agriculture in the state, writes that Miss
Kimball's diarvies portray “an era when old
ways of doing things and old habits of Jiving
were being modified and displaced by new
techniques and new habits.”

FICTION OF THE FRONTIER

“WHAT IS HISTORY worth but for its human
interest?” This question, raised by Edward
Eggleston in the preface to The Mystery of
Metropolisville —a novel with a Minnesota
setting published in 1873 — is quoted by Rob-
ert W. Johannsen in an article on “Literature
and History: The Early Novels of Edward
Eggleston,” published in the Indiana Magazine
of History for March. How Eggleston’s ex-
perience of the 1850’s in Minnesota, “where
he mingled with Jand speculators, gamblers,
and f[rontier politicians,” influenced his literary
career js brought out by the writer.

THE CASE FOR BUSINESS HISTORY

“MUCH OF the prevailing attitude toward
business stems from the dearth of historical in-
formatjon about it,” complains Edward N. Sav-
eth in the April issue of Fortune. In an article
eotitled “What Historians Teach about Busi-
ness,” he asserts that “The history of American
business has not been written and in its place
has sprung up prejudiced notions that the facts
alone can dissipate.” The historian, however,
cannot carry on successful studies without
“more cooperation from business than he has
thus far received.” What he needs especially,
Mr. Saveth points out, is access to business
records containing the true story of the “plaus,
agpirations, frustrations, and idealism that are
part of the greatest record of material achieve-
ment the world has ever known.”

FOREST CONSERVATION

CONSERVATION is William B. Grecley’s
theme in his recent volume entitled Forests and
Men (1931. 255 p.). Many of his examples
are drawn from Minnesota, where ruthless
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exploitation by pioneer lumbermen was fol-
lowed by belated attempts at conservation and
reforestation. Legislation looking toward such
measures in Minnesota is noted in several
chapters. The disastrous forest fires centering
at Hinckley, Moose Lake, and Cloquet are
mentioned in a chapter on “Smoke in the
Woods.” How among all the states Minnesota
attained its rank as “second in the area of state
forests” is explained in a chapter on “Our Pub-
lic Forests.”

MINNESOTA PROPHET

THORSTEIN VEBLEN is one of nine “Ameri-
can Progressives,” from Emerson to Theodore
Roosevelt, whose ideas are discussed by Dan-
jiel Aaron in a volume of essays published un-
der the title Men of Good Hope (New York,
1951). That the Middle West in which Veb-
len “grew up was still a region of protest and
rebellion,” with “agrarian revolts erupting,” js
noted by the author, who stresses the influence
of his subject’s Minnesota background.

RIVER LABORER

THE DEVELOPMENT of water transporta-
tion on the Mississippi River system receives
some consideration in a study of Labor-Man-
agement Relations on the Mississippi Water-
way System by joho G. Turnbull (1951. 53
p-). Published by the University of Minnesota
Press for the Industrial Relations Center, the
booklet deals largely with labor conditions on
the river. Discussions of “Wages, Hours, and
Working Conditions” -and of “Employer-Un-
ion Relations” are sketched against a back-
ground of geography and history.

MANUSCRIPT DISPLAYS

HOW THE Minnesota Historical Society uti-
lizes its rich manuscript resources for purposes
of exhibition is explained by its curator of
manuscripts, Lucile M. Kane, in the American
Archivist for January. She cites examples of
the actual display of documents, or photostatic
copies of manuscripts in exhibits like that ar-
ranged for the Traverse des Sioux treaty cen-
tennial, and she shows also how information
drawn from manuscripts can contribute toward
an exhibit. Suggested too are possibilities for
their use in radio and television programs,
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