








archives of the Minnesota Historical Society.
They reveal that on the evening after the
fire, Peter A. Bergsma, a native of Holland
who was engaged in business in St. Paul,
passed the ruins of the Capitol while on his
way to his residence at 56 Summit Avenue.
Near the corner of College and Wabasha
he picked up a brass object and toock it
home with him. It proved to be the great
seal.

Bergsma later returned to Holland and
eventually he settled in Torquay, England,
a seaport and resort town on the south coast
of Devon. With him went the seal, which
he forgot until one day in 1894, when he
came upon it in his desk. He then realized
that it should be returned to Minnesota,
where he hoped it might “be accorded a
place in some of the rooms of the historical
society.” Some day, he felt sure, he would
meet a person from St. Paul who could be
asked to return it.

The opportunity came in the summer of
1901, when Mr. and Mrs. William J. Dyer
of St. Paul stopped in Torquay while on
a European trip. A music importer and
dealer who had known Bergsma in St. Paul,
Dyer was delighted when his old friend
called on him at his Torquay hotel and ex-
plained that he had seen Dyer’s name in a
list of recently arrived American travelers.
Dyer was more than surprised when his
visitor told of finding the great seal, pro-
duced the device, and asked that he take it
back to Minnesota with him.

In compliance with Bergsma’s wishes.
when Dyer returned to St. Paul in Sep-
tember, 1901, he promptly presented the
seal to Governor 5. R. Van Sant. He, in
turn, contacted Peter E. Hanson, secretary
of state, and the two officials agreed that
the original seal should be placed with the
Minnesota Historical Society. Dr. Warren
Upham, then secretary of the society,
acknowledged the gift on October 18, 1901,
assuring the donors that the much-traveled
seal would “be preserved with religious

care.”
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THE present great seal nf the state

Though the general design is the same,
the original seal and the one now in use
differ somewhat in detail. Variations, for
example, occur in the scroll bearing the
motto, the number and arrangement of the
trees, the character of the ground being
plowed, the pace of the horse, the position
of the Indian’s spear, and the placing of
the white man’s gun. Entirely absent {from
the present design is an ax, with its blade
imbedded in the tree stump, which ap-
pears in the original design. Apparently en-
gravers have been careless about including
details from the die made in 1858 when
new seals were needed.

Although details may not be important,
it should be noted that the original seal
of 1858 shows far more action and exhibits
much more artistic merit than does the
device now affixed to state documents. Quite
apart from its sentimental interest, it is
worth keeping as an example of midcentury
craftsmanship. Thus it is fortunate that,
after an absence of two decades, the great
seal found its way back to Minnesota, there
to be cared for and preserved among the
collections of the Minnesota Historical
Society:.

THE ORIGINAL dies of the state and territorial
seals here pictured are owned by the Minnesota
Historical Society. The Minnesota division of
publicity furnished a picture of the present seal.
The account of the adoption of the design follows
that in William W. Folwell's History of Minnesota,
2:357-361 (St. Paul, 1924). Utilized in addition
to sources noted in the text, were letters and
designs in the Sibley Papers, the Sweeney Papers,
and the Minnesota State Archives.
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