


















B U I L D I N G A D IOCESE 

The Catholic Church in the Diocese of St. Paul 
from Earliest Origin to Centennial Achieve­
ment. By JAMES MICHAEL REARDON, P , A, 

(St, Paul, North Central Publishing Com­
pany, 1952. vi, 726p. Illustrations. $4.50.) 

Reviewed by James L. Connolly 

THE HISTORY of any diocese is necessarily 
involved. It has to take up events of education­
al, economic, and social significance, and deal 
with a variety of institutional and personal 
records. The scope of interest is bound to be 
encyclopedic, the scene kaleidoscopic and var­
ied. Often enough in attempting a full pre­
sentation of such material the historian does 
his work piecemeal, studying each parish and 
institution separately, and thus achieving a 
conglomerate result, Monsignor Reardon has 
indeed attempted something of that nature. 
But he has adopted the more important and 
appealing presentation of a history built around 
the great personalities that contributed to make 
it. His book deals with the pioneers and build­
ers of a great religious establishment in Min­
nesota, The central figures of the narrative are 
the bishops and archbishops of St, Paul. The 
story is that of their zealous faith, sacrifice, 
and ingenuity in meeting the challenges of a 
constantly changing world. 

While the author disclaims proficiency as a 
historian, his work exemplifies a mind alert to 
incidents and sharp in appraisals. Given the 
paucity of source material for the early years 
of the diocese, Monsignor Reardon has with 
remarkable persistence and perspicacity spun 
from shreds and fragments an unusually fine 
account of the administrations of Bishops Cre­
tin and Grace. Of chief import is his presenta­
tion of facts and argumentation to lift almost 
from oblivion the career of St. Paul's second 
bishop, whose modesty and retirement had 
much to do with launching the prestige which 
was early enjoyed by Archbishop Ireland. 

With the latter the author deals in under­
standable partiality. The episcopate of John 
Ireland covered almost half of the hundred 
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years dealt with in this diocesan history. Pos­
sessed of an adventurous spirit, he did not 
hesitate to cross frontiers and venture into dif­
ficult or even forbidden areas. This enterprise 
made him the rallying point of many pleaders 
of special causes. For example, he demanded 
equal rights for the Negro as early as 1891, 
when his voice was as one in the wilderness; 
and in 1903 he consented to speak on behalf 
of Jewish minorities protesting inhumane treat­
ment at the hands of the Bus.sian government. 
Hardly a phase of national or local need that 
did not gain from him some important contri­
bution. A great international figure, he was at 
home in the capitals of the Old World. His 
name and authority were respected from Bome 
to Washington, He brought the world into the 
Northwest, and the pioneering spirit into every 
arena and forum. 

The Monsignor's appraisals are invariably 
frank. His is something of a pragmatic history. 
It is not limited to chronology and events, for 
he is interested in causation and effects as well. 
Thus in the various controversies, educational, 
social, and political, that heightened the career 
of Archbishop Ireland we are not left in doubt 
as to where righteousness sat. This, while some­
what unusual in a day given to "let the facts 
speak for themselves," is nonetheless refreshing, 
adding a welcome variety for those of us who 
like to moralize. It is always valuable to secure 
the opinion, while living, of those who can sa)' 
of the things they describe: "quorum ipse mag­
na pars fui." And this is true of some of Mon­
signor Reardon's judgments on the events of the 
past fifty years. 

For Archbishop Dowling as educator and 
builder, for Archbishop Murray presiding with 
great competency over a rapidly expanding dio­
cese, the events are too recent, the detail too 
involved, and the associations too intimate for 
close analysis and estimate. Much material has 
been gathered, however, to facilitate the study 
of the happenings in the Diocese of St. Paul 
in our own day. 

This history is impressive for content. It has 
been well conceived and well executed. The 
format is noteworthy. The chronological index 
of parishes will prove very useful. The listing 
of priests ordained and prelates consecrated has 
practical value, as has the naming of those who 
have served their country as chaplains from 
the Civil War to World War II. It is an impres-
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sive honor roll. The index makes the volume 
serviceable to libraries and schools. All in all, 
this is a very creditable work, done by a com­
petent hand. 

F A R M E R S ' C O L L E G E 

Farm and College: The College of Agriculture 
of the University of Wisconsin. A History. 
By W. H. GLOVER. (Madison, The Univer­

sity of Wisconsin Press, 1952. xi, 462 p. 
$5.00.) 

Reviewed by Merrill E. Jarchow 

ALTHOUGH CONCERNED with Wisconsin 
and published in celebration of the one-hun­
dredth anniversary of the founding of the uni­
versity of that state, this volume has more than 
local significance. Both in method of approach 
and in content it makes an important contribu­
tion to the literature dealing with that "pecul­
iarly American institution," the land grant 
college. As the title implies, the approach is 
not narrowly institutional. Nearly a quarter of 
the text is devoted to aspects of Wisconsin 
agricultural history — pioneer farming, the rise 
of a commercial system, the early history and 
work of various farm organizations — in order 
to explain the particular background and cir­
cumstances which gave rise to the college of 
agriculture; and much of the remainder deals 
with the "inter-action of farm and college'' in 
the evolution of modern, scientific farming. 

The story will sound rather familiar to Min­
nesota readers because many of the develop­
ments in agriculture and agricultural education 
in Wisconsin parallel those in Minnesota. Simi­
lar transitions from a subsistence, pioneer sys­
tem, through one based largely on wheat farm­
ing, to a mature economy stressing dairying 
and diversification occurred in both states. The 
university of each state at an early date of­
fered courses in agriculture without many tak­
ers jumping to the lure. Critics threatened to 
secure the separation of the agricultural work 
from both universities, but without success in 
either case. Wisconsin had its Professor Hen­
ry, Minnesota its Professor Porter. The decade 
of the 1880s was a critical as well as a produc-
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live period in the history of both schools. While 
it witnessed Granger and Alliance attacks on 
the colleges, it also saw the establishment of 
short courses, farmers' institutes, experiment 
stations, and experimental farms. Finally, after 
fitful starts and numerous setbacks, both col­
leges won accepted places in the educational 
patterns of their respective states, and through 
their teaching and research findings made im­
measurable contributions to agriculture and the 
life of farm people. 

Considering this similarity of developmenl 
and the geographic proximity of the two states, 
it is not surprising to learn that a number of 
Minnesota products, people, and events exer­
cised notable influence in Wisconsin. Peter 
Gideon's famous Wealthy apple "was eagerly 
snatched up by the Wisconsin Horticultural So­
ciety and was soon established at the head of 
its list." The success of the Wealthy had much 
to do with the growing interest in horticultural 
matters at farmers' institutes. These institutes, 
established by law in Wisconsin in 1885, were 
enthusiastically supported by W. D. Hoard of 
Hoard's Dairyman, who visited a Minnesota in­
stitute at Montevideo in 1884 to confer with 
his brother Hiram, who organized the affair, 
and with O. C. Gregg, later superintendent of 
the Minnesota institute system. Professor R. A, 
Moore, who took charge of the short course at 
Wisconsin in 1894 and who four years later 
launched work in agronomy, a field heretofore 
neglected at Wisconsin, gained much of his in­
spiration from observing the work of Wiflet M, 
Hays at Minnesota, 

Likewise, the work of Andrew Boss in the 
field of farm management stimulated similar 
work at Wisconsin, Naturally the relationship 
between the two colleges was not a one-way 
street. The stream of ideas, discoveries, people, 
and methods flowed from Madison to St. Paul 
as well as in the opposite dffection. The well-
known dairy leader T. L. Haecker, for example, 
taught at Wisconsin before going to Minne­
sota, and many graduates of Wisconsin's de­
partment of agricultural education found po­
sitions in the secondary schools of Minnesota. 

The cause of agricultural education is well 
served by the pubhcation of Farm and College. 
A scholarly volume complete with footnotes, 
bibliography, and index, it is logically organ­
ized and readable. Particularly impressive is 
the coverage of the research work of the col-
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lege in the physical and biological sciences and 
of the work of the extension service. Perhaps 
the average undergraduate student has not 
been allotted as many pages as this reviewer, 
a dean of students, would give him, but he 
may not merit any more than he has received. 
A number of illustrations would add interest 
and understanding for the average reader. But 
these suggestions are, as the reviewers say, 
minor and do not in any way detract from 
the value of an excellent study. I hope that 
Minnesota's college of agriculture will be for­
tunate enough to have a history written in as 
thorough and competent a manner as Mr. 
Glover's book, 

W I L D HORSES 

The Mustangs. By J, FRANK DOBIE, Boston, 

Little, Brown and Company, 1952, xvii, 
376 p. Illustrations, $6,00,) 

Reviewed by Richard M. Dorson 

THIS QUONDAM FAN of Mr. Dobie finds 
his enthusiasm thinning. With the laudable in­
tention of picturing the Spanish horses who 
freely roamed the western plains few will quar­
rel. Mr. Dobie seeks to capture the personality, 
generally and individually, of these mettlesome 
animals, to trace their historic appearance in 
the New World, describe their ways, and esti­
mate their impact on American range lore. He 
is not concerned with economic but with hu­
man facts, and assembles the more graphic ex­
periences recorded in western autobiography 
and range literature, with occasional personal 
recollections of his own. 

Heroic rides on mustangs, Indian use of the 
mustang, methods of corralling wild mustangs, 
the control of mares by the stallion leader are 
discussed and illustrated with anecdotes. Where 
in his previous books of a similar nature Mr, 
Dobie could find and present folk humor about 
the longhorn cattle, and Indian tales about the 
coyote, the mustang rarely enters legend, save 
for the recurrent motif of the pacing white 
stallion. Thus this book contains less folklore 
than usual. In attracting interest to animals 
important in southwestern culture, Mr, Dobie 

MR, DORSON is a member of the history faculty 
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certainly merits praise, and his approach could 
well be duplicated for other regions. A meaty 
work awaits Writing about the brown bear of 
the Appalachians, who enters so prominently 
into pioneer incident, sporting yarn, and comic 
fiction. 

Impatience with this book comes from the 
feeling that the formula behind it has started 
to fray. The style is mannered with too obvi­
ous tricks: the insertion of colorful-sounding 
Spanish words; the obiter dicta on life and 
morals (loving a woman more than a horse is 
a sign of juvenility; I would say loving a horse 
more than a woman is a sign of senility); the 
rewriting of prosaic incidents into Dobiesque 
romance, with horses nickering in the moon­
light and mustangers swaying in their stirrups. 
(See, for instance, the imaginative reconstruc­
tion of Aubry's ride, p. 281-284.) How much 
of these heightened accounts are Dobie and 
how much the source the reader cannot tell 
without checking. In dealing with the mustang 
Mr. Dobie's romantic sentiments get their full­
est opportunity, for "the mustang was the most 
beautiful, the most spirited and the most in­
spiriting creature ever to print foot on the 
grasses of America," Democracy and mustangs 
coincide, since the mustangs stood for free­
dom and rebelled at captivity. But mustangers 
too were romantic, belonging to a youthful 
vigorous period unspoiled by 'complex civili­
zation," and so their daring chase "was freedom 
even while quelling freedom." 

Perhaps the lack of sustained drama in his 
story, or in many of the author's remarks about 
wfld horse habits, impelled him to overplay his 
hand. Too much purple prose too often gives 
The Mustangs the air of a meretricious super-
Western. 

VOLUME 33 

EACH volume of Minnesota History hence­
forth will consist of eight issues, published 
quarterly during a two-year period. Thus vol­
ume 33, when completed, will contain eight 
numbers pubHshed in 1952 and 1953, The 
present issue is number 5 of volume 33, con­
tinuing the numbering begun when the illus­
trated format was adopted in the spring of 
1952, By using this system, the editors hope to 
avoid producing a volume too tall for its bulk. 
Indexes wifl appear every second year, rather 
than annually as in the past. 
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Reading HINTS for Minnesotans 

W H O L E S A L I N G C E N T E R 

A STUDY of Wholesaling in the Twin Cities by 
by Edwin H, Lewis has been published by the 
University of Minnesota Press as number 15 in 
the university's Studies in Economics and Busi­
ness (48 p . ) . Although the approach is largely 
statistical, the author does include interesting 
and valuable sections on the "Historical Devel­
opment" of wholesaling, its growth as a special­
ized field, and the relation of Twin City whole­
salers to the general trade of the Northwest. The 
author treats his subject under two general head­
ings — "The Wholesale Structure of the Twin 
Cities," and "Hardware Wholesaling in the 
Twin Cities." 

C O U N T R Y M E R C H A N T 

THE DIARY of Daniel M. Storer, Shakopee 
storekeeper, is among the sources used by Lewis 
E. Atherton in an essay on the "Midwestern 
Country Town — Myth and Reality," which ap­
pears in the July, 1952, issue of Agricultural 
History. From this manuscript record in the col­
lections of the Minnesota Historical Society, Mr. 
Atherton concludes that to Storer "the social and 
intellectual code of Shakopee was as right and 
natural . . . as was food and sleep." 

C A P I T A L M O V E S WEST 

IN PREPARING an article on "Hersey, Staples 
and Company, 1854—1860: Eastern Managers 
and Capital in Frontier Business," Lucile Kane 
has drawn upon an important collection of manu­
script records in the possession of the Minnesota 
Historical Society. The firm, organized in 1854 
to conduct a business in Stillwater, Miss Kane 
points out, "became the largest owner of pine-
lands in the St. Croix Delta, a leading producer 
of logs and lumber in an area that ranked first 
in lumber exportation in Minnesota, operator of 
the finest mill in the Territory, wholesaler and 
retailer of logs and lumber, part owner in boom 
companies, dam companies, and a general store, 
and later, promoter of railroads and banks." The 
operations of the company and the activities of 
its resident partner, Isaac Staples, are traced in 
some detail in this narrative. 

M E S A B I ' S F IRST 

IN ITS ISSUE for November 22, Sktllings Min­
ing Review calls attention to the sixtieth anni­
versary of the first shipment of iron ore from the 
Mesabi Range. According to this account, the 
ore was transported in "ten wooden cars of 25-
ton capacity" running from the Mountain Iron 
mine to Superior, Wisconsin. From that point 
it was shipped to Cleveland in a whaleback 
barge. The bill of lading for the shipment is re­
produced in facsimfle with the article. 

L O G G I N G BY R A I L 

A FORMER member of the staff' of the Minneso­
ta Historical Society's Forest Products History 
Foundation, William G. Rector, contributes an 
account of "Raflroad Logging in the Lake 
States" to the December issue of Michigan His­
tory. The Minnesota country, especially the St. 
Croix Valley, is the setting for about half of 
the narrative. 

R A I L R O A D B U I L D E R 

A ST. PAUL railroad builder, A. B. Stickney, is 
labeled as a "Spokesman for Progress" in the 
title of an article by Frank P. Donovan, Jr., and 
W. B. Davids appearing in the December issue 
of Railway Progress. Among the achievements 
of this pioneer of railroading noted by the au­
thors are the buflding of the Chicago Great 
Western road and the founding in 1882 of the 
St. Paul Union Stockyards. 

W R I T I N G L O C A L H I S T O R Y 

THE NORTH DAKOTA Institute for Regional 
Studies, which was founded at Fargo in 1950 
to collect and record the state's story, has pub­
lished a booklet by Leonard Sackett entitled 
Call Back Yesterday (16 p . ) . In it the author 
undertakes to explain "How to Preserve and 
Write the Record of Our Regional Heritage"— 
in other words, how to "go about writing local 
history." After emphasizing the point that "His­
tory Begins at Home," Mr. Sackett tells who 
should write local history, what it should in­
clude, how to collect and organize material, and 
how to get it published. 
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CARE OF S T A T E RECORDS 

THE ROLE of the Minnesota Historical Soci­
ety in "The Development of an Achival Program 
in Minnesota'' is stressed by Robert M. Brown 
in the American Achivist for Januaiy. How the 
society promoted the preservation of state rec­
ords, sponsored legislation providing for their 
care, provided space in which they could be 
stored, and co-operated in making inventories 
are related by the writer, who is now state archi­
vist. He reviews the steps leading up to the es­
tablishment of the Minnesota Archives Com­
mission in 1947 and surveys its accomplishments 
since that date, 

M I D W E S T T R E E S 

IN HIS newly published work on American 
Trees, Rutherford Piatt follows a regional ar­
rangement, devoting one of seven sections to 
the Middle West (256 p, ) . This area "might 
well claim to be headquarters of the Great 
American Woods," writes Mr, Piatt, for its states 
"form a huge mixing bowl of trees." There are 
to be found "the greatest number of species and 
the most broadleaf trees of any forest of Amer­
ica," An especially useful feature of the book is 
a "Guide to the Quick Identification of Trees," 
Both this work and Robert S, Lemmon's recent­
ly issued book on The Best Loved Trees of 
America (254 p,) have been added to the li­
brary of the society's Forest Products History 
Foundation, 

RED R I V E R S E T T L E R S 

A DESCRIPTION of "Settlers at Red River" in 
1837, written by Alexander Ross, sheriff of As-
siniboia, is reprinted from his book on the Red 
River settlement in the September Beaver. Here 
is a detailed and lively word picture of the cos­
tumes, manners, homes, and habits of the half-
breeds whose annual pilgrimages to St. Paul 
were long a feature of Minnesota life. With the 
narrative appear two sketches by Peter Rindis­
bacher, the Swiss artist who spent some years 
in the settlement. One shows three settlers, and 
the other pictures the first Fort Garry in the 
early 1820s. 

S E L K I R K C O L O N Y 

A FICTIONAL treatment of the Selkirk theme 
is to be found in The Strange Brigade: A Story 
of the Red River and the Opening of the Cana­

dian West (Boston, 1952), The author, John 
Jennings, dramatizes the invasion of the land 
of the traders north and west of Lake Superior 
by agricultural colonists from Scotland, Al-
thougli many of Mr. Jennings' characters are 
historical figures, his hero and heroine are imag­
inary members of the Selkirk group. 

SIOUX S INGERS 

"SOME DAKOTA SONGS" recorded by mem­
bers of an archaeological expedition on the 
Standing Rock Indian Reservation in North Da­
kota in the summer of 1947 are the subject of a 
brief article by Walter M. Hlady which appears 
in North Dakota History for April. The writer 
gives the music and the text of three songs used 
in connection with a Sioux victory dance held 
to celebrate the successful termination of World 
War II. He also gives the words of a song com­
posed and sung in honor of a member of the 
expedition by an Indian who had his people's 
ability "to make up songs on the spur of the 
moment." 

SIOUX W A R B O N N E T 

BEBNARD S. MASON'S Book of Indian-Crafts 
and Costumes (1946), recently added to the 
society's library, fills a need for a work that 
describes and pictures many of the colorful ar­
ticles worn and used by the red men. Since the 
emphasis is on the Indians of the woodlands 
and the plains — represented in Minnesota by 
the Chippewa and the Sioux — the book is of 
special interest for this area. These the author 
describes as "the roamers of the northern wild-
woods, the wigwam Indians, the masters of 
woodcraft, the canoe Indians; and the riders 
of the prairies, the tepee Indians, the hunters of 
buffalo, the horse Indians." Appropriately, Mr. 
Mason opens with the feather war bonnet of 
the Sioux — "the most picturesque hat ever 
worn." Thanks are due to him for giving empha­
sis to the fact that this headdress, so often asso­
ciated with Indians in general, is a Sioux con­
tribution. What goes into such a bonnet and 
how it is made is explained in great detail by 
the writer. 

SIOUX S H E L T E R 

THE CONSTRUCTION of "The Prairie Indian 
Tipi" is described by Douglas Leechman in the 
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Canadian Geographical Review for September, 
"One great advantage of the tipi was its port­
ability," writes Mr, Leechman, "for the cover 
could be rolled up into a bundle and the poles 
dragged along the ground to the new camp site," 

S O L D I E R ' S D I A R Y 

AS A REPRINT from the loioa Journal of His­
tory, the State Historical Society of Iowa has 
published the Civil War Diary of Cyrus F. Boyd, 
Fifteenth Iowa Infantry, 1861-1863 (1953, 135 
p. ) . This" fvfll account of soldiering in the Union 
Army" has been edited for publication by Mil­
dred Throne, the Iowa society's associate editor. 
In her introduction she points out that "this is 
not the ordinary camp and battlefield diary," 
but a journal compiled after the war from en­
tries made earlier in the field. 

M I D W E S T U T O P I A S 

MANY A MIDWEST settlement is pictured in 
Mark Holloway's study of American Utopian 
communities published under the title Heavens 
on Earth (New York, 1951). The Utopian ideal­
ists, however, do not seem to have penetrated 
areas as far north as Minnesota. They stopped 
in Iowa and southern Wisconsin, according to 
Mr. Holloway's map. "Fleeing from the indus­
trial problems of Europe, Utopian socialists tried 
to solve them by setting up model societies in 
America," writes Mr. Holloway. Thus it followed 
that "the nineteenth century in that country was 
the golden age of community experiments.' 
Among Midwest colonies that still persist is 
Amana in central Iowa, 

W A N D E R E R FROM D A K O T A 

A SEQUEL to Aagot Raaen's autobiographical 
volume. Grass of the Earth, published in 1950 
by the Norwegian-American Historical Associa­
tion, is her Measure of My Days, which has been 
issued under the imprint of the North Dakota 
Institute for Regional Studies (Fargo, 1953, 
$3,50), In the later work. Miss Raaen recounts 
adventures at home and abroad, in Canada, in 
Europe and Asia, in Hawaii and South America, 
as well as in North Dakota and Minnesota, As 
Dean Theodore C, Blegen points out in his in­
troduction. Miss Baaen "never loses her interest 
in or affection for her home community" of Hat-
ton, North Dakota, to which she always man­
ages somehow to return. 

C O O P E R S T O W N S E M I N A R S 

THE NEW YOBK State Historical Association 
has announced that the sixth annual series of 
Seminars on American Culture will be held 
under its auspices at Cooperstown from July 5 
to 11, A workshop on "Using Local History," 
discussions of folklore and folk history, and a 
course on "The School and the Museum" are 
among the features of the current series. In­
formation about the seminars may be obtained 
by writing to Louis C, Jones, director of the 
association, 

C O M M U N I T Y Y . M . C . A . 

THE LEADERSHIP of the Minneapolis 
Y,M,C,A, in community work is given recogni­
tion by C, Howard Hopkins in his History of 
the Y.M.C.A. in North America (New York, 
1951). The most important developments took 
place there, according to the author, in the ear­
ly 1920s, "while S. Wirt Wiley was general sec­
retary and Frank O. Koehler was in charge of 
boys' work." The latter succeeded Wiley in 1925 
and continued his program with such vigor 
that four years later it "was reaching more than 
eleven thousand boys in 297 groups in five com­
munity districts." 

F L Y I N G F I S H E R M E N 

THE STORY of a summer resort on Sugar Lake 
near Pokegama is told by L. A. Rossman in an 
illustrated booklet entitled From Packsack to 
Plane (1952. 22 p . ) . The writer tefls how Ar­
thur Otis developed an unusual haven for visi­
tors on land which his father homesteaded 
shortly after 1900. First developed as a farm 
and then as a picnic ground, the resort now 
boasts its own air field, where planes bringing 
fishermen to Otis Lodge can land. 

STORY OF A HOBBY 

EXPERIENCES as printer, editor, columnist, 
farmer, traveler, dairyman, lecturer, hobbyist, 
and author are recorded by William F. SchiUing 
in his autobiography, pubhshed under the title 
My First Eighty Years (244 p . ) . Much of the 
narrative has its setting in Northfield, where 
Mr. Schilling has resided since 1895. He opens, 
however, with an account of his boyhood in 
Hutchinson, and he devotes much space to his 
travels and the assembling of relics for his Hob­
by House. 
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