

















ware each week, and since the quality was
excellent, the demand grew constantly.
Early in 1879, it was reported that the com-
pany’s receipts for its first year in business
totaled more than forty thousand dollars,
and that it had produced 270,000 gallons of
ware in the same period. A local newspaper
reported in November, 1880, that the com-
pany had recently taken an order from a
single firm for fifty carloads of stoneware
for delivery the next year.®

The company’s success stimulated compe-
tition. The Minnesota Stoneware Company,
organized in 1883, built a plant on the site
of the present potteries. A third firm, known
as the North Star Stoneware Company,
opened in 1892 in a building still used by
a local malting company. Shortly atter 1900,
the Red Wing and Minnesota Stoneware
Companies combined to form the Red
Wing Union Stoneware Company, and it
was not long before the new organization
absorhed the North Star concern and took
the name Red Wing Potteries.!”

Many pioneer business leaders contrib-
uted to the founding and progress of these
firms. Among them were John H. and
H. S. Rich, brothers who reorganized the
Red Wing Stoneware Company in 1882,
and T. B. Sheldon and F. M. Hoyt of the
Minnesota concern. E. S. Hoyt was largely
responsible for the fact that this industry,
geared to the needs of frontier living, was
in time adapted to modern conditions. After

% St. Paul Daily Globe, August 3, 1878; Pioneer
Press (St. Paul), February 15, 1879; Republican
(Red Wing), November 20, 1880.

* Schouweiler, Red Wing Pottery, 3, 4; Helen
G. Flesher, “Clay Potteries of Red Wing,™ in
Minneapolis Journal, November 2, 1901.

® Schouweiler, Red Wing Pottery, 8, 9; Red
Wing Year Book, 1902, p. 16.

“The possibility of using various types of Min-
nesota clays for ceramic purposes is now being
studied by Mrs. Ruth Lawrence of the University
of Minnesata art gallery. Ed.

THE VIEW on page 232 is reproduced from a
lithograph owned by the Red Wing Potteries. The
groups of pottery pictured were assembled for the
firm’s anniversary exhibit by the Red Wing Art
Association and were photographed by the Hodge
Studio.
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Hoyt became manager of the Red Wing
Stoneware Company in 1891, he insisted
that the company build up and maintain a
large financial reserve. This enabled the
firm to shift its attention to other products
when the farm market for stoneware began
to dwindle.?®

Among the items produced in large quan-
tities by the Red Wing Potteries during this
transitional period were flower pots for use
in greenhouses. The next step was the mak-
ing of art ware in the form of vases. Then
the firm turned its attention to the making
of dinner ware — a type of pottery for which
Goodhue County clay is not suitable. Since
the early 1930s, this Minnesota industry has
obtained much of its raw material from
Tennessee, Kentucky, North Carolina, and
Georgia. The manufacture of stoneware
from local clay was finally discontinued
in 1947.%1

It is a far cry from the crude handmade
earthenware shaped by Louis Kampff to
the sophisticated dinner services produced
by a Red Wing factory in its seventy-fifth
year. Nevertheless the development of this
Minnesota industry parallels on a small
scale the transition of a frontier territory
into a modern commonwealth.
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