










the small kiln and other equipment pur­
chased from Hallem. A site with adjoining 
trackage was obtained on the river, and 
early in August grading and building opera­
tions began for the new plant. By January 
1, 1878, "the bufldings, kflns and machinery 
were ready to commence the manufacture 
of ware on an extensive scale," according to 
a contemporary Goodhue County histo­
rian,'* E. T. Howard became superintend­
ent of the plant, "with a splendid corps of 
skillful workmen under him." The building 
itself measured about forty by seventy feet, 
with a clay pit about twenty feet square 
in one corner. Power and steam for grinding 
clay, turning, and drying was generated by 
a twenty-four horse-power engine and boil­
er "manufactured by the Red Wing Iron 
Works, Densmore Bros., proprietors.'' 

In addition to the clay pff and engine 
room, the main building contained a "jig­
ger room" where milk pans were made in 
molds, a "room for 'sliplpling' the ware, a 
long drying room for jars, jugs and other 
ware," a superintendent's office, a long row 
of "wheels or lathes" at which the "turners" 
worked, drying frames, and two large kilns 
in which the stoneware was "burned" for 
some thirty-three hours. Adjoining the kilns 
was a two-story warehouse, where the pot­
tery was stored after it had been fired. The 
main track of the Chicago, Milwaukee, and 
St. Paul Railroad ran in front of this build­
ing, and from it the factory's products could 
be "carried directly into the cars" for ship­
ment "all over Minnesota, West Wisconsin, 
and Northern Iowa." It is said that when a 
train came in, the factory would shut down, 
and all hands, including office workers, 
would rush out to load shipments on the 
waiting cars. Although most of the Red 
Wing Stoneware Company's products were 
shipped by rafl, some were peddled through 
country areas in wagons.'^ 

From the pliant Red Wing clay, skilled 
workmen turned out wares that appealed 
to both country and city dwellers. Among 
them were items ranging in size and use­
fulness "from the tiny brown jug, fit for 

the fine lady's toilet table, to the mammoth 
butter jar or water refrigerator."'" Kitchen 
utensils of glass, enamel ware, and alumi­
num had not yet come into use, and house­
wives were largely dependent upon utensils 
and containers of sturdy stoneware. They 
bought molasses and vinegar in pottery 
jugs, made butter in stoneware churns, 
cooled milk in heavy crocks, and stored 
winter supplies of pickles, preserves, salt 
pork, and sauerkraut in five, ten, and twen­
ty-gallon jars. Commercially, stoneware 
was widely used for chemical containers. 

Although the pioneer Red Wing crafts­
men rarely attempted to make art objects, 
many of the hand-turned items they pro­
duced for everyday use are excellent ex­
amples of American folk art. Some were 
made for special purposes or for particular 
groups. For example, in the 1890s flip jars 
were made for the Mennonite colonists in 
the Dakotas. Designed after a traditional 
pattern long used in Europe, they were in­
tended for storing milk. The thick cream 
rose to the top and accumulated in the 
necks of the pitchers, from which the Men-
nonites flipped it into other containers. A 
ceramic gravestone of gray and blue ware 
made by the potteries still stands in a local 
cemetery. Most famous of all Red Wing 
stoneware products is the "little brown jug" 
that has symbolized the rivalry of the Min­
nesota and Michigan football teams for half 
a century. Among other early Red Wing 
products were cuspidors, pudding molds, 
roasting pans, mugs, mustard pots, pipkins, 
bean pots, churns, water jugs, and small 
stone liqueur bottles used especially for 
curagao and benedictine.'^'^ 

The company's business increased rap­
idly. By midsummer of 1878, the plant was 
producing six thousand gallons of stone-

" Much of the following account of the Red 
Wing Stoneware Company's plant is based upon 
this anonymous writer's History of Goodhue Coun­
ty, 386-388 (Red Wing, 1878). 

" Schouweiler, Red Wing Pottery, 3. 
*° History of Goodhue County, 387. 
" R e d Wing Year Book, 1902, p. 17; Schou-

wefler. Red Wing Pottery, 3, 4. 
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ware each week, and since the quality was 
excellent, the demand grew constantly. 
Early in 1879, it was reported that the com­
pany's receipts for its first year in business 
totaled more than forty thousand dollars, 
and that it had produced 270,000 gallons of 
ware in the same period. A local newspaper 
reported in November, 1880, that the com­
pany had recently taken an order from a 
single firm for fifty carloads of stoneware 
for delivery the next year.'̂ ** 

The company's success stimulated compe­
tition. The Minnesota Stoneware Company, 
organized in 1883, built a plant on the site 
of the present potteries. A third firm, known 
as the North Star Stoneware Company, 
opened in 1892 in a building still used by 
a local malting company. Shortly after 1900, 
the Red Wing and Minnesota Stoneware 
Companies combined to form the Red 
Wing Union Stoneware Company, and it 
was not long before the new organization 
absorbed the North Star concern and took 
the name Red Wing Potteries.'" 

Many pioneer business leaders contrib­
uted to the founding and progress of these 
firms. Among them were John H. and 
H. S. Rich, brothers who reorganized the 
Red Wing Stoneware Company in 1882, 
and T. B. Sheldon and F. M. Hoyt of the 
Minnesota concern, E. S. Hoyt was largely 
responsible for the fact that this industry, 
geared to the needs of frontier living, was 
in time adapted to modern conditions. After 

" St, Paul Daily Globe, August 3, 1878; Pioneer 
Press (St, Paul) , February 15, 1879; Republican 
(Red Wing) , November 20, 1880. 

"Schouweiler, Red Wing Pottery, 3, 4; Helen 
G, Flesher, "Clay Potteries of Red Wing," in 
Minneapolis lournal, November 2, 1901, 

=" Schouweiler, Red Wing Pottery, 8, 9; Red 
Wing Year Book, 1902, p. 16, 

'̂  The possibility of using various types of Min­
nesota clays for ceramic purposes is now being 
studied by Mrs, Ruth Lawrence of the University 
of Minnesota art gallery, Ed. 

THE VIEW on page 232 is reproduced from a 
lithograph owned by the Red Wing Potteries. The 
groups of pottery pictured were assembled for the 
firm's anniversary exhibit by the Red Wing Art 
Association and were photographed by the Hodge 
Studio. 

er of the Red Wing 

SOME early Red Wing art ware 

Hoyt became manage 
Stoneware Company in 1891, he insisted 
that the company build up and maintain a 
large financial reserve. This enabled the 
firm to shift its attention to other products 
when the farm market for stoneware began 
to dwindle.-" 

Among the items produced in large quan­
tities by the Red Wing Potteries during this 
transitional period were flower pots for use 
in greenhouses. The next step was the mak­
ing of art ware in the form of vases. Then 
the firm turned its attention to the making 
of dinner ware — a type of pottery for which 
Goodhue County clay is not suitable. Since 
the early 1930s, this Minnesota industry has 
obtained much of its raw material from 
Tennessee, Kentucky, North Carolina, and 
Georgia, The manufacture of stoneware 
from local clay was finally discontinued 
in 1947,2' 

It is a far cry from the crude handmade 
earthenware shaped by Louis Kampff to 
the sophisticated dinner services produced 
by a Red Wing factory in its seventy-fifth 
year. Nevertheless the development of this 
Minnesota industry parallels on a small 
scale the transition of a frontier territory 
into a modern commonwealth. 
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