


by Major John Loomis “who make themselves
consummately rediculous” at Fort Suelling.
Eeatherstonhaugh also reports his departure
from Fort Snelling by Mississippi steamboat
early in November with “a foot of snow on the
ground and as blustering and bitter a winter
abroad as you would wish to be in.”

SOME ANNIVERSARIES

THE FIFTIETH anniversary of the University
of Minnesota school of forestry in October was
the occasion for the appearance of a numbey of
articles reviewing the history of forestry in the
state and the school’s contributions to its de-
velopment. The “Pioneer Magazine” of the St.
Paul Pioneer Press for October 18 featured an
illustrated article by Alfred D. Stedman on the
“stumps to greenery” transition that has oc-
curred during the fitty years of the school’s ex-
istence. Photographs accompanying the article
illustrate old and new forestry an% lumbering
techniques. Some of the school’s notable achieve-
ments that “have done much to change the
philosophy of forestry from an industry that
once slashed and denuded the land to one that
now plants and tends trees” are reviewed in the
Minneapolis Tribune of October 18.

CHATFIELD’S one-hundredth birthday was
marked by a well-planned celebration from July
2 through 5, and by the publication of a souvenir
booklet entitled Our First 100 Years (53 p.).
The pamphlet contains well-illustrated sum-
maries of the town’s early days, and of the de-
velopment of its churches, businesses, schools,
clubs, indoor baseball team, and other organiza-
tions. As the highlight of its centennial program,
the community staged a pageant, “Echoes of
the Century,” based on material in Margaret
Snyder’s book on its history, The Chosen Valley
(1948). Program events and a synopsis of the
pageant, together with prize-winning essays and
articles of historical interest, are to be found in
the centennial edition of the Chatfield News for
June 25. Even the advertisements in this issue
have a pioneer flavor. An article entitled “100
Years of Medical Practice in Chatfield” by Dr.
Frederick L. Smith contains excellent biographi-
cal sketches of such pioneer physicians as Dr.
Refine W. Twitchell, as well as readable back-
ground information about the Chatfield in which
these men practiced.

“TO GIVE answers to those questions which
have come with increasing insistence from
townsfolk whose memories do not carry them
back to the beginnings,” the Le Sueur News-
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Herald issued a centennial edition on July 22.
Included are articles on “the city’s advancement
from a river settlement to a modern community,”
on the Dr. William W. Mayo home, and on the
canning industry which this year is celebrating
its fiftieth anniversary in Le Sueur.

A CENTENNIAL edition of the Austin Daily
Herald, published on August 8, consists of five
sections comprising seventy-six pages. An en-
tire section is devoted to the history of churches
in the area; another describes the growth of
the city of Austin, its schools, its government,
and the worst disaster in its history, a tomado
which occurred on August 20, 1928. Among
other subjects covered are the development of
local air, train, and automobile transportation ;
the history of sports; the founding and growth
of the city’s chief industry, the meat-packing
business of George A. Hormel and Company,
which began operations in a remodeled cream-
ery in 1891; the history of villages in Mower
County; local farms and farming methods; and
township and county government.

TO COMMEMORATE its seventy-fifth annj-
versary, the Grant County Herald of Elbow
Lake issued on July 9 a fifty-four-page edition
packed with facts on the development of the
arez. An entire section is devoted to a history
of the Herald itself, which was founded by W.
C. Whiteman in 1878. Two other sections con-
tain well-written accounts of early settlers and
settlements, of county orfganization, of the estab-
lishment and growth of villages, schools, and
churches, of the influence of the Red River
trails on the history and settlement of the county,
and of the origins of some of jts pjoneer villages.

A FOUR-DAY jubilee from August 13 to 16
marked the sixtieth anniversary of the incorpora-
tion of the village of Hibbing. A feature of the
event was a celebration commemorating the be-
ginnings of the Greyhound Lines on the
Mesabi Range thirty-nine years ago. An article
dealing with highlights in Hibbing’s colorful
history, the development of the Mahoning Mine,
and the subsequent moving of the town appears
in the St. Paul Pioneer Press of August 9. The
origin and growth of the Greyhound Lines also
are recalled in a feature article in the Minne-
apolis Tribune of the same date.

HIGHLIGHTS in the growth of a small canning
company into a national organization are chron-
icled in an illustrated Golden Anniversary Book
recently published by the Green Giant Company
of Le Sueur. Operating as the Minnesota Valley
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Canping Company, the organization packed
11,750 cases of corn in 1903, the first year of its
existence. In 1907 it added peas to its list of
products, and in 1925 “Green Giant” peas were
first developed and packed by the company.
The booklet records that the firm, which took
its present name in 1950, has grown to such an
extent that it now has eight plants in Minnesota
as well as plants in other states and in Canada.

THE MINNESOTA SCENE

A DETAILED “Review of the Kensington Stone
Research” is contributed to the summer issue
of the Wisconsin Magazine of History by Hjal-
mar R. Holand, who there “presents his answers
to the critics who believe the mysterious inscrip-
tion to be ‘a grand fraud.’” After stating the
historical and linguistic objections to authentic-
ity, the author discusses the circumstances un-
der which the stone was found, its weathering,
and other Minnesota finds which he believes
point to the authenticity of the Kensington in-
scription. The Minnesota stone is mentioned
skeptically by Erik Moltke in an article on the
newly discovered “Asmild Rune Stone” appear-
ing in the autumn American Scandinavian Re-
view. According to this writer, the Kensington
stone “bears the date 1362, though unfortunately
the inscription includes characters that can be
proved not to have been invented until after
1500.”

THE PROCESSING of wild rice, a delicacy for
which Minnesota is noted, is described by Ar-
thur W. King in the Duluth News-Tribune of
October 11. Phatographs taken in the Beo Hoff-
man plant at Kinmount illustrate the processes
by which wild rjce is prepared for market. A
recipe for cooking the gram is included.

ACCORDING to a newly published boak on
the Mammals of Minnesota by Harvey L.
Cunderson and James R. Beer (Minneapolis,
University of Minnesota Press, 1953. 190 p.),
Minnesota’s wild life has been important to its
people since the days of the fur trader and the
settler. “The early interest,” say the authors,
“was in the barvesting of the vast supply of furs
to be found in the fastness of its wilderness and
in those species that were usable as food and
clothing.” Readers will be interested to learn
that authentic records of both the mountain
lion and the grizzly bear exist for the state. Al-
though these animals are not regular inhabitants,
both are included in the authors’ list of eighty-
one mammals that have at one time or another
been identified within Minnesota’s borders. The
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book contains descriptions and photographs of
Minnesota mammals, maps indicating the dis-
tribution of each animal, and some historical
data. For the many Minnesotans who have 2
lively interest in their state’s wild life, this little
book will fill a long-felt need. For those seeking
additional information, there is 2 selected list
of references following each entry as well as a
general bibliography. J.D.H.

A CONTRIBUTION to the state’s social and
religious history is Ada L. Forster’s History of
the Christian Church and Church of Christ in
Minnesota (St. Louis, 1953. 136 p.). In addition
to histories of hundreds of individual churches
in communities large and small, this volume
contairis sketches of church leaders, accounts of
church organizations, -notes on various news-
papers issued in the state by this denomination,
a sketch of Tipi Wakan on Lake Minnetonka,
where conferences and conventions are held,
and a history of the Minnesota Bible College.

TO MARK the centennial of Hamline Univer-
sity and to commemorate the contributions to
its progress made by her parents, George Henry
and Mary Elliott Bridgman, Dorothy Bridgman
Rood has erected on the campus of the St. Paul
school an imposing memorial known as Bridg-
man Court. The work of the famed Minneapolis
sculptor, John Rood, the wall of the court
disp}l)ays a text reviewing Hamline’s history il-
lustrated by appropriate carvings. Both are re-
produced in an attractive booklet, which also
includes a brief introduction by Mrs. Rood, a
nate by the sculptor on the designing and sig-
nificance of the project, and “An Appreciation”
by Dean Theodore C. Blegen of Dr. Bridgman,
who served as president of Hamline from 1883
to 1912. Bridgman Court, writes Dean Blegen,
symbolizes the “gateway to the future” to which
Dr. Bridgman devoted his life. The memorial
was presented to the unjversity with appropriate
ceremonies on October 9 on the occasion of the
inauguration of Dr. Paul H. Giddens as the
school’s eleventh president.

SKETCHED against a general review of upper
Minnesota Valley backgrounds is Mildred B.
Lee’s “Medical History of the County of Yellow
Medicine,” the first installment of which appears
in Minnesota Medicine for June. In the July and
August issues Mrs. Lee outlines the story of set-
tlement and shows how the first physicians were
attracted to the new area. The writer draws
much of the materia} for this section of her nar-
rative from newspaper files, quoting colorful
passages that illuminate her subject. Following
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her general discussion, Mrs. Lee provides notes
on such topics as medical practice and nursing,
early dentists, druggists, opticians, and coroners.
A' substantial study of Medicine and Its Practi-
tioners in Olmsted County Prior to 1900 (213
p-) by Nora H. Guthrey is a reprint of a series
of articles published in Minnesota Medicine
from July, 1949, to September, 1951.

IN A recently published bulletin on Minnesota’s
Interstate Trade, Edwin H. Lewis makes “a
pioneer attempt to analyze freight movements
into and out of the state” (Minneapolis, Uni-
versity of Minnesota Press, 1953. 37 p-)- The
author estimates that there is “a steady flow of
trade across the borders of the state which ap-
proximates 135 million tons annually.” Accord-
ing to Mr. Lewis, “three fourths of this traffic
is outbound and ore fourth is inbound.” He in-
cludes useful analyses in both text and tables for
the state’s manufacturers by industrial groups,
for freight traffic, and for freight movement by
type of carrier. Most of the statistics are for the
year 1950. '

MUCH VALUABLE information about an im-
portant Minnesota industry on the threshold of
a new era is to be found in “Iron for Tomorrow,”
a sixty-four-page section of the Duluth News-
Tribune for August 16. Though it contains
thirty-one useful articles on many aspects of iron
mining past and present, in a sense, the first two
articles set the theme for all that follow. The
first, “Golden Era on Horizon for Ranges” by
E. W. Davis, points up the importance of the
present taconite development in northern Min-
nesota for the region, the state, and the nation.
The second article, “Iron Men, Iron Ranges” by
Grace Lee Nute, sketches the history of Minne-
sota’s Vermilion and Mesabi ranges — the back-
ground against which today’s taconite revolution
must be placed. Miss Nute brings together much
material that has heretofore been scattered and
difficult to obtain about the discovery and de-
velopment of the state’s iron region. She de-
scribes the opening of the Vermilion Range in
1884, stressing the importance of Charlemagne
Tower, who was so Jargely responsible for the
construction of its first railroad, the platting
of its early towns, and the building of the first
ore docks at Two Harbors. Turning to the
Mesabi, Miss Nute deals with exploration and
settlement, covers the story of the Merritt broth-
ers and their financial difficulties, surveys the
growth of modem towns and immigration, and
touches on such topics as taxatiou and educa-
tion. Other authors contribute lluminating dis-
cussions of various facets of the taconite industry
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and evaluate jts importance for Minnesota.
Projects completed, in progress, or proposed at
Babbitt, Beaver Bay, Aurora, Mountain Iron,
and Virginia are described and often pictured.

A CULTURE that flourishes among Slovenians
“caked with rust dust and tinctured with the
ebony of modern taconite” on Minnesota’s Me-
sabi Range is described by Philip D. Jordan in
an article on “The Folklorist as Social Historian™
which appears in Western Folklore for July.
“The way of Jife and the psychology of the
Slovenians,” writes Professor Jordan, have been
explored recently by a folklorist who “went
among them, lived with them, took down their
legends, and then merged their way of life with
their political and economic history.” In studies
such as this, the writer suggests, “the folklorist
has contributed materjal that the historian has
consistently overlooked.”

A VALUABLE Bibliography of Minnesota Min-
ing, compiled by Virginia M. Wilson, has been
published by the Mines Experiment Station of
the University of Minnesota Institute of Tech-
nology as number 14 of its Bulletins (1952.
114 p.).

A SURVEY of “The Evolution of Equipment in
Minnesota Iron Mining, 1883-1953" is contrib-
uted by A. Tancig to Skillings’ Mining Review
for August 8 and 15. The author describes
changes in the types of hoists, steam shovels,
lights, cages, bailers, pumps, drills, stripping
machinery, cranes, tractors, and trucks used on
the state’s iron ranges. He also deals with power
development from the era of hand-operated
equipment and mule-drawn vehicles to the pres-
ent age of elictrjcity. Accompanyin%uthe article
are pictures of early pieces of machinery used
on the Vermilion and Mesabi ranges.

THE “FIRST High Powered Lighthouse on
Lake Superior,” which was built in 1858 “on the
extremely Easterly end of Minnesota Point,” is
brieHy described by the late John A. Bardon in
the October issue of Inspiration, a news sheet
published at Duluth. Mr. Bardon records that
“During foggy weather, the Lighthouse keeper
blew at intervals 2 common tin horn, similar to
that Jater used by the cooks in the Lumber
Camps in calling their crews to meals.” A photo-
graph of the crumbling remnant of this early
lighthouse appears on the cover of the magazine.
According to information in the April number
of this news sheet, Pancake Island, a Jandmark
in Beaver Bay is to be preserved in its natural
state by the Reserve Mining Company. Well
known to botanists and bird lovers, the island
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might have been destroyed during the construc-
tion of taconite facilities in the area.

ST. CLOUD is the scene of a recently published
novel by Dr. Julius Buscher entitled The Doc-
tor’s Last Message (New York, 1953, 136 p.).
The narrative, which is cast in the form of a
letter written by a doctor to his wife and re-
ceived by her after his death, seems to draw
upon the author’s own experience, since he has
practiced medicine in St. Cloud for more than
twenty-five years.

AN AMBITIOUS series of monthly programs
has been mapped for the cuirent season by the
St. Louis County Historical Society, Featured
at the opening roeeting in September was a
paper on Great Lakes shipping by Dana Thomas
Bowen. Plans for later meetings include talks on
Knife Portage in the fur trade, on logging rail-
roads, and on Beaver Bay.

ARTICLES based on reminiscences collected
and recorded by Dr. Charles Vandersluis for
the Beltrami County Historical Society appear
in the issues of the Kelliher Independent for the
spring and summer of 1953. Included are some
recollections, published from June 18 to July 9,
of John Van House relating to “Early Days in
Northern Minnesota.” He deals with settlement
and logging activities near Fosston, Solway,
Turtle River, and Kelliher. Pictures from the
files of the local historical society illustrate the
articles.

BEYOND STATE BOUNDARIES

THREE ARTICLES on “The Chicago Great
Western Railway” by Frank P. Donovan, Jr,
appear in the June number of The Palimpsest.
The opening sketch, entitled “Stickney’s Rail-
road,” gives emphasis to the career of Alpheus
B. Sticiney of St. Paul, who was largely re-
sponsible for building the road. In the two
remaining  articles, the author deals with
“The Great Western in Jowa” and “The Chicago
Great Western Today.” Much useful informa-
tion on this important Midwest freight line is
drawn together by the same writer jn the Sep-
tember issue of the Railroad Magazine. Mr.
Donovan contributes an interesting article on
the builder of the Northern Pacific Railroad,
Henry Villard, to the American German Review
for August-Septembey. He tells that Villard en-
tered the field of railroad transportation via
journalism, and that the covering of the “con-
stitutional convention in St. Paul, Territory of
Minnesota,” in 1857 was one of his early assign-
ments.
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MUCH NEW information about J. C. Wild,
whose picture of Fort Snelling in 1844 was ac-
quired by the Minnesota Historical Society in
1950, is presented by Martin P. Snyder in the
Pennsylvania Magazine of History and Biogra-
phy for last January. His article deals with “J. C.
Wild and His Philadelphia Views” produced in
1838, and touches only incidentally on the
artist’s Midwest experiences. Nevertheless, any-
one interested in the work of this illusive limner
of the American scene will welcome the wealth
of biographical information contained in Mr.
Snyder’s narrative.

THE CAREER of Mathias Loras, “The First
Bishop of Iowa,” is the subject of one of six
articles by M. M. Hoffman on “The Roman
Catholic Church in Iowa” published in the
August issue of The Palimpsest. As originally
established, the bishop’s diocese embraced not
only what is now Iowa, but all of Minnesota and
much of the Dakotas. Thus Loras figures in the
history of Catholicism in Minnesota from 1837,
when he went to Dubuque, until 1851, when the
diocese of St. Paul was created. An example is a
trip, reported by Father Hoffman, that Loras
made to Fort Snelling, where he “baptized fifty-
six persons.”

A HIGHLY READABLE history of Grinnell
College by John S. Nollen, its fifth president and
one ot its leaders for over fifty years, has been
published by the State Historical Society of
Iowa (1953. 283 p.). Significant events in the
history of the college, such as the disastrous
cyclone of 1882, are graphically portrayed, and
key personalities in its story, like Jesse Macy, are
vividly characterized. The early chapters, which
deal with the New England heritage of Grinnell,
its founding in 1846 by Asa Turner and a group
of Congregational ministers, chiefly from An-
dover Seminary, and its subsequent merger with
Crinnell University in 1858, comprise a genuine
contribution to an understanding of lowa’s
history during its period of settlement. R.F.

THE FIRST of a series of weekly articles on
Fort Abercrombie is contributed to the Fargo
Forum of July 19 by Roy P. Johnson of the
paper’s staff. He brings together some little-
known information, gleaned from manuscripts
and newspapers, about the lonely frontier out-
post on the west bank of the Red River. The
articles relate in large part to the siege of Fort
Abercrombie during the Sioux War of 1862, to
the settlers who went there for protection, and to
members of the Fifth Minnesota Volunteer In-
fantry who were stationed there.
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